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THE AUTHOR'S HOME 





Route 2 Box 265 

Adamsville, Alabama 

i September 28, 1962 

Dear Members, Former Members, and Friends of 
Williamsburg Baptist Church: 


Several years ago I promised Brother Amos 
Nichols that I, in cooperation with Brother 
w. W. Collier, would compile a history of 
the Williamsburg Baptist Church. My intent- 
ions then were to get on with this work, but 
as many of you know, I passed up the oppor- 
tunity to get much valuable firsthand infor- 
mation by not starting sooner. 

This is the purpose of my letter to you. 





Please, won’t you take time - don’t do what 
I did - to sit down and write everything you 
can recall about our church and community, 
the social life, the work - above all, tell 


about your family, where they are, what they 
are doing - tell about the people who lived 
here in general. Tell it as if you were just 
meeting some old friends and reminiscing 
about your life since you last heard from 
them. If you give me permission, I will use 
Zour story just.as you write it, in my book, 
which I hope to finish before too long and 
have published. I will let each and everyone 
of you know when this is done. 

You who love to hunt and fish, tell about 
that, as this was once a paradise for sports- 
men. There were stark tragedies, t00, as 
everyone who followed mining well knows. 
This, being a history of the Church, will be 
a history of the community. 

Be sure to tell about others who lived 


j 


here at the time you did, as I have no ide 
how to get in touch with so many and I woul 
love to tell something of interest abou 
each and everyone who had the privilege o 
passing through this wonderful comnm- 
unity. 






May God bless each and everyone of you. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs. George J. Smith 
(formerly Bertha Nichols) 


Please help me all you can. It has been 
pleasure to receive all the letters an 
stories that you have given me. So many o 
you that I had not seen nor heard from i 
many years. 


HISTORICAL 
Contributed by: Robert Nichols 


Jefferson County was established in Dec- 
amber, 1819. The territory was taken from 
3lount County and retains about its original 
90undaries. It is in the center of the State 
south of Blount and Walker, west of Shelby 
und Saint Clair,:North of Shelby and east of 
fuscaloosa and Walker. The county was named 
For Hon. Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia. In 
i860 Jefferson County drew from the State 
Treasury more money than it contributed 
thereto. 

One of the first grist mills erected in 
Jefferson County was put up on Village Creek 
and the stories were the Native rock, cut 
from the bank of the creek. In the western 
part of the county, iron to supply the early 
settlers with wagon wheel tires and horse 
shoes, was made from Red Mountain ores, 
melted in an open oven, used for domestic 
purposes, and beaten into bars by a hammer, 
turned by the water of the creek. The slave 
holders in this county were not as wealthy 
as compared with those of the prairie region. 
of the State or the Valley of the Tennessee. 
The slaves were not as profitable in Jeff- 
erson as in the distinctively cotton region. 
The non slave holders were a remarkably 
honest class, and no more virtuous people 
are known to history. Every head of a family 
cleared as much land as he could inclose and 
cultivate while the. vast wooded commons fur- 
nished free range for his live EtOCK, 


The farms of the people were self sup 
porting. The soil produced abundantly o 
wheat and rye. Corn was raised to feed th 
work animals and to fatten the pork. Suffic- 
ient cotton was grown to supply the hom 
spinning wheel and the loom, upon which all 
textile goods needed for the family were rro- 
duced and very little to sell. The neighbor- 
hood smithy built and kept in repair the 
plows and wagons; the neighborhood cobbler 
shod the population. The pork, beef, and mut- 
ton, poultry and vegetables, the plow animals 
whether horses, mules or oxen, were raised at 








home. 

Children were born and grew to maturity 
before they had ever seen a railroad, 4 
steamboat, or heard a steam whistle. Many 
young men volunteered to join the Confeder- 
ate Armies, who until mustered into service, 
had never taken mumps or measles, nor a dose 
of medicine. Many of them had never seen a 
town of two hundred inhabitants nor been com- 
pelled to rise up or: lie down by the order of 
a superior. 
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sIFE IN JEFFERSON COUNTY PRIOR TO THE CIVIL 
WAR 


















The people as a rule lived in unpretentious 
ouses built of logs; a few of the wealthiest 
ad frame buildings. Mrs. Jane Bass is sup- 
osed to have built the first frame house in 
‘efferson County, near what is now Trussville, 
n 1847. The building was not considered so 
mportant as was the unity of the family and 
he rectitude of its moral conduct, also, its 
elations to other families in the community. 
that failed 
when 


elfishness was unpopular. One, 


o respond to the community’s interest, 


in his power to do so, was considered an un- 


esirable neighbor. 

The large open fireplace was used for all 
ooking purposes. Bread was baked, : meat fried 
r stewed, peanuts parched, : potatoes roasted 
nd vegetahles boiled from the heat of those 


large hickory logs which glowed brilliantly, 
sometimes for more than twenty-four hours. 


The typical home in Jefferson County was a 
our-room log house, with a kitchen in the 
ard. It was situated in a grove of trees, and 
he yard was covered with grass and flowers. 
Just outside the door was the water pail with 
the water gourd near, which the countrymen 
believed added much to the excellence of the 
water. 

This Jefferson County home was eminently 
emocratic, and its doors were open to all 
5 


















the neighbors of whatever station in life; an 
the traveler from far and near was welcome to 
partake of its hospitality without price. This 
home was the center of all social activities. 

There the young people gathered for their 
receptions, parties, and other social meetings 
under the wise supervision of its Matron, and 
not in hotels, clubs and public halls as they 
are held today. This home was indeed a gacred 
place, and woe came to the man who crossed its 
threshold to violate its sanctity. Marriage 
then was ‘‘till death do us part,’’ and div- 
orce was practically unknown. 

It was this home more than any other insti- 
tution that shaped and moulded the life and 
ideals of the Southerners in this county. It 
was in this home that our citizens lived, 
wrought, and dreamed, and in its defense they 
were ready to lay down their lives at any 
time: it was the source of their strength 
and the fountain of their inspiration, both 
in private and in public life. : 

Farming was the chief occupation right here 
in Birmingham and Jefferson County prior to 
the Civil War. Each farm had its own spring 
and spring house in which milk, butter, cream, 
watermelons, and other things were kept cool. 
for the family use. Here and there over the 
farm were scattered apple, peach, plum, pear, 
quince, fig, and cherry: trees. Vegetables were 
raised in abundance, and geese, chickens, 
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turkeys, guineas, and ducks had a prominent 
place in the life of this home. In the summer 
time the family lived in the yard a large part 
‘of the time, and in the winter all gathered 
around the big log fire at night to talk and 
dream of the future. 





2 DAY RE 


Jefferson County prior to the Civil War was 
in a stage of elementary development. There 
were no public schools supported by county 
or state funds; in fact a community did not 
have a school of any sort unless there were 
a sufficient number of pupils who were will- 
ing and able to pay a teacher. This pay con- 
sisted of one dollar a month per pupil and 
the average school numbered from twenty to 
thirty-five pupils. Under these circumstances 
it often became necessary for the boys and 
the girls to either walk several miles or to 
ride mules or horses to and from school. 

The typical school was held for three 
months during the summer. Many of the pupils 
were forced to be absent frequently, either 
because they were needed at home to work or 
help gather the crops or because the animals 
which they rode were needed on the farm. On 
the days that they attended they were taught 
to read, write, spell, and work arithmetic. 
A little English Grammar and a smattering of 
Geography were usually given provided any of 
the pupils had books touching upon those 
subjects. There was no course of study but 
each child (or man) was taught from the books 
which he happened to have or could borrow or 
purchase. 

The teacher was generally poorly prepared 
for his profession. He was usually a product 
of a school similar to the one that he was 


teaching, and, while he might have supple- 
nented his education by studying such books 
4s he could acquire, his knowledge was very 
limited. 

If a man felt equal to teaching, all he had 


to do was to get out and get together a few 
pupils and start at it. There were no laws 


| 


governing preparation or requiring a certifi- 












cate, anyone who had an inclination to teach 
Ould do so. A great many chose the profession 
or the summer months. It was more or less 
measant and profitable for those days. ° A 
eacher received from twenty to thirty dollars 
™month and made his board by *£‘visiting’”’ 
BE on home to home among the patrons of his 
echool. This may sound as if he were poorly 


id but, in view of the fact that the far 


bal i 
laborer received eight dollars a month with 


board, washing, and patching for his services, 


ahool teaching was considered very remuner- 
lative. 

School amusements and games consisted Of 
ipelling matches, bull pen, and town ball. 
soys and girls did not play these games to- 
sether but were segregated. In fact they were 
separated upon opposite sides in the school 


room and when they went to the play ground 













this separation was maintained. | 

Two of the most representative schools werd 
taught by Billy Poole and Evan Moore. Billy 
Poole taught schools at Oak Grove settlement 
(now Union Grove) and at Hoguetown. He charged 
a dollar and a quarter per month per pupil an 
averaged about twenty five pupils. When h 
didn’t feel like teaching he had his daughter 


Lizzie to teach for him. Evan Moore taught at 


the Withington settlement (now Trussville), in 


1852. He charged a dollar per month per pupil 


and averaged about thirty-five pupils. 


Both schools were representative of the 


general class just described. 
Besides the common schools in Jefferso 


o the Civil War, there wer 


County prior - 
ollege 


three which prepared pupils to enter C 
They were taught by Jacob Baker at Ruhama, 
Butch Oliver at Elyton, and Mrs. H.S.F 
Tarrant at Jonesboro. They were along the sam 
line as the common schools but were a littl 
broader -in their scope. and more intensive i 


their training. 
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AMUSEMENTS 


: 













_ There were many forms of amusement in this 
-ommunity which the family ordinarily indulged 
mu, although Grandfather never entatnd of the 
ances which were very popular at that time. 
e was afraid his boys would fall into evil 
Ompany and take to drinking. As long as he 
ived he kept his children from attending ex- 
ept one time two of the older boys went to 

ed and then got up and slipped out of the 


ouse and attended a dance. It is said that 
randfather whipped these boys after finding 


ut what they had done, even though they were 
rown. Uncle Tom said that the boys knew they 
ould get a whipping if it was found out, but 
rusted that it would never be discovered. 

Wrestling matches were very popular, and 
s my Grandfather was a strong robust man he 
as almost always victor in the bouts he took 
moc 41 1, 

People attended shooting matches in great 
numbers. As every man was a marksman it was a 
oveted honor to be considered the champion 
rack shot. The target was a spot on a board 
rapaper bull’s eye. They shot without rest, 
t from forty to sixty yards. There was. nearly 
lways a beef to be given to the winners. The 
muner .of first prize.got the hind quarters,, 

Os 






















of the second prize the fore quarters; and the 
third prize the hide and tallow. Grandfather 
on more than one occasion won first prize. 
Ordinarily every farmer often cleared new 
acreage for cultivation from the forests. Then 
he would invite his neighbors to a log rolling 
on a certain date. The neighbors considered 
this as a day for neighborly helpfulness and a 
social event not to be missed. [It was also a 
privilege to be the ‘‘bully’’ with a hand 
stick. Everybody came and enjoyed the work, 
discussions of the day and the splendid feed 
that the host gave. This meal was usually pre- 
pared by the hostess assisted by the wives and 
daughters of .the men attending. Sometimes a 
quilting was given in connection with the log 
rolling. Of course this work was done by the 
women. 
Corn shuckings were festivities indulged in 
principally by the young people. They served 
mostly to get the young folks together to tell 
jokes and to have a good time. 
Rail Splitting was another past time common 

to my Grandfather’s day. This necessitated 
much hard manual labor, but the farmers attend 
ed them with their axes,: gluts, maul and wed- 
ges. They were even ready to assist a neighbor 
in fencing his farm, and this was also a 
social gathering and a good dinner followed. 
Fishing and hunting were as popular at thi 
time as it is now. Every farmer had his ow 
pack of hounds that he trained to chase th 
deer, foxes and other varmints. After crop 
gathering the neighbors would plan a big deer 
drive. They were chased by hounds as the me 
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stood at stands and shot as the deer ran past. 
Uncle Bill and my father were considered the 
best deer killers in Jefferson County. Uncle 
Tom said he never enjoyed hunting and killed 
only one deer in his whole life. A hound that 
could lead the entire pack in the fox chase 
was prided much by its owner and its offspring 
was valued highly. 

Turkey hunting was popular. The hunter us- 
ually located the roosting place of the turkey 
and then came to this place before the break 
of day to kill the turkeys. My father tells a 
story of his first turkey hunt. He got up long 
before day and set out on his journey. There 
was a high rail fence to be crossed and when 
Father had got on top of the fence, he heard 

he unmistakable sound of a rattlesnake. If 
ou have ever heard this rattle once it will 
lways be recognized afterwards. It sounded 
ery.close by and as it was too dark to see 
where it was coming from, it would be too 
great a risk to move; the only thing to do 
was sit perfectly still until dawn. This 
Seemed an eternity, but when light came it 
revealed an immense snake in the fence corner 
just a few feet away. Father shot and killed 
the snake which had 27 rattles. 

This compilement would not be complete with 
ut a word about how Grandfather made money to 
aye tne fewextra things ‘that he could not 
aise or make himself. 


DENOMINATION AND CHURCH SERVICES 


The prevailing denominations of ‘this part | 


of Jefferson County were Baptists and Metho- 


dists. Their churches were noted for their. 


Simplicity and democracy. It was a common 
meeting ground for men and women from every 
Sphere of life, and all felt at home within 
its walls. Whether a man was religiously in- 
clined or not, he was glad when the day came 


to go to church. The people -came in carriages 
in buggies, in wagons, in ox carts, on horse 


back and afoot; they came from every direc- 
tion and from far and near. There everybody 


was on the same social level irrespective of 
his dress or uncouth appearance. The people 
gathered long before time for services; the 
men gathered in groups outside the church to 
discuss the various subjects of the day, and 
the ladies gathered on the inside for the 
same purpose, and though they talked in a sub 
dued tone, they soon learned all the happen- 
ings of the neighborhood. When the time came 
for services the men filed into the church to 
take their seats on the side set apart for 
them. The sexes did not sit together in the 
church. The service was very simple and all 
took part. On the same bench the lady dressed 
in silk sat with the one in homespun. The old 
sunbonnets, fans and turkeys’ Wings were seen 
in abundance. 
Williamsburg had two churches. Everybody 


attended church and contributed to thepreach-- 


er,according .to, his padi ty... The orecooe: 
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Pes eat OD ith momey OF such COMMOQLULTIeCS aS tne 
preacher could use. The preacher taught that 
the future is a Heaven or Hell - that Heaven 
can be reached only by being converted and 
Bight. living after conversion; that.Hell is 
a place of torment by fire and brimstone for 
all who did not get converted. 
The services which were held at 11:00 A.M. 
and at 2:30 and 7:30 P.M. usually lasted from 
moon on Saturday until Sunday night. The women 
nearly always brought pots, skillets, coffee 
land food. They prepared relishing dishes and 
leverybody was accorded a welcome presence at 
jthe table. There were many big eaters at all 
meetings. Meal time was one of the really 
Sociable, enjoyable times of the service. 
The nearby farmers brought corn and fodder 
jto feed their own stock and those of VUSEtors 
from afar. AS my grandfather lived less than a 
mile from the church, it was his share to fur- 
nish feed, which he always readily did. The 
men often hunted on their way to church. The 
game killed was used in preparing meals for 
he church table. The guns were stacked in the 
eorner of the church. 
There were no devices to augment the reg- 
Alar vocal attainments of the preacher and the 
pongregation except the Old Sacred Harp and 
the Christian Harmony song books. Everyone had 
2 book and sang joyously. There were no musi- 
pal instruments in the churches. The people 
Pposed the use of such in religious ceremo- 
hies. 

At the annuai revival services, always held 
n the fall, there were often scores of new 
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nembers added to the church roster. It was at 
syne of these meetings that my grandparents 
inited with the Missionary Baptist Church. © 
This church was the Williamsburg Missionary — 
Baptist Church ,and is still standing and in 
constant use, although it has been remodeled. 
One of the characteristics that strikes me as 
most important is the extreme reverence they 
held for the Sabbath; no loud noises were 
heard. It was considered almost the unpardon- 
able sin to shoot a gun on Sunday. 

An incident that fits in here will be given 
to illustrate the faith that these people held 
in the supernatural. While the service was 
neing held one Sunday evening and the preacher 
was preaching one of his most eloquent sermons 
the whole elements was lighted up from what 
all present believed a Heavenly light. Many 
fell on their faces, praying; others shouted, 
but all agreed that it was God’s way of show- 
ing that he approved of what the minister was 
preaching. We know now that it was the aurora 
borealis, but these people had never heard of 
this light and could only explain it was some- 
thing supernatural. 

Two evils that my grandfather would not 
tolerate were drunkenness and tobacco chewing. 
Although he nearly always kept a bottle of 
whiskey in the home, he never drank to excess. 
He used it mostly for medical purposes. The 
fact that he kept whiskey in the home does not 
reflect on his character as that was a univer- 
sal custom of that day. None of his children 
were addicted to the habit, which shows that 
it must have been used wisely. Both my grand- 
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parents smoked a pipe but never chewed. This 
was also in accord with the times. 

The outstanding churches that functioned 
in Jefferson County prior to the Civil War 
were: the Baptist Churches at Ruhama in East 
Lake, Hebron at Leeds, Trussville Shanghai 
near Palos, and Mt. Pisgah at Hogue Town; 
Methodists at Leeds, and May Town; Presbyter- 
Zans at Huffman, Lake Perdy and Leeds. 

One must not judge from the religious 
attitude of these people that they did not 
believe in amusements. The old time square 
dance, Wrestling and shooting matches, log 
rollings, corn Shuckings, rail Splittings, 
fishing and hunting parties, house raisings, 
With an occasional Circus for the men and 
boys; quilting and Sewing parties for the 
women and girls, all added 2OlLViLGY ito, -the 
life of our forefathers. 

People were usually orderly and sober at 
their dances. The dance was held at some home 
and always lasted until well after midnight. 
Refreshments were Sometimes served and the 
fiddler was always adequately remunerated by 
a hat being Passed for freewil] donations. 

People responded unanimously to help work 
Out the crops of Sick people. 

Game was plentiful everywhere in those 
early clearings, big game and little. Crack 
Shots. laid the foundation of the marksmanship 
that won the war Of 1812, and dealt misery to 
Grant’s and Sherman’s armies On scores of 
battle grounds. Or to a house raising, espec- 


lally, where storm or fire had devastated the 
ome, 19 


The Masons and Odd Fellows had a few lodg: 
scattered over Jefferson County. Farrer Lodg 
#8 was the first and the most noted Masoni 
Lodge in this county. The members rode hors 





















back from twenty to twenty-five miles to 
attend its meetings. The Odd Fellows had a 
lodge near what is now Porter. The Lodge is 
now inexistent. 
The Jefferson Countians were always fond o 
celebrations. Large crowds gathered to cele 
brate the day upon which the Declaration o 
Independence was signed July 4, 1776. Barbecu 
and patriotic addresses were special feature; 
of the day. Christmas and Thanksgiving day 
were celebrated with appropriate exercises 
These special programs were advertised some 
weeks in advance. The speakers for the occa- 
Sion spent much time in preparing their 
Speeches. The stump speaker was a welcome 
guest at any gathering. 
Marriage ceremonies were announced, as was 
most everything, from the church, several days 
in advance. Ministers and Justices of thé 
Peace performed the ceremonies. There was us 
ually a wedding supper of turkey or fresh por 
which terminated with an old Square dance. 
divorce was an unheard of thing in this count 
then and a separation was a very rare thing, 
It was a custom for the young couple to spent 
the first few days with the boy’s parents) 
then go for a short stay with .the gina 
parents before they began housekeeping. 
The ballot was given to all men over twenty 
one years of age, except, the negroes’ votes 
te 


were counted in the ratio of five to three. 
There was much trickery in voting. Stuffing 
of the ballot boxes was common. Some people 
Would change their names and vote several 
times under fictitious names. There were less 
than twelve thousand persons in Jefferson 
County at the outbreak of the Civil War, 
about one fifth of whom were negro slaves, 
The county was divided into Precincts, 
Each precinct had a Justice of the Peace who 
tried and settled purely local questions of a 
minor character. A Circuit Court Which con- 
vened once a year, and sat for one to two 
weeks to hear and adjudicate all major causes, 
‘Civil and criminal. The sheriffs and judges 
were elected annually. Courts were held at 
Linn’s Crossing, Bagley’s Bend, Huffman and 
Leeds. (People behaved better then than now, ) 
When convictions were made the guilty were 
sentenced on the roads or to the Red Mountain 
Quarries, etc. 
As referred to above the people traveled 
On horseback, in homemade wagons, ox carts, 
now and then a buggy,and a few of the wealthy 
had barouches. There were no railroads in 
this county before the war. Very few develop- 
ed roads were in existence. The Deaton Trace 
road, made by the Indians from Tray Shoals to 
Red Mountain, was one of the best known. 
There was a stage coach line from Columbus to 
Rome that ran through what is now Trussville, 
Springville, Ashville, and Jonesboro. The 
coach ran every other day. Mr. W. R. Bass’-s 
home near Gate City was one of the regular 
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stations for changing horses. The tired horse 
rested a day, then lapped back over their sam 
journey. The weekly Tuscaloosa Monitor, the 
only newspaper available, was distributed by 
this Stage coach. It was a Whig paper, edited 
by Montague J. Slade. It carried county news 
and advertisements. 

Nathaniel and Billy Hawkins, The Roebucks, 
W. S. Mudd, E. W. Peck, and Calvin Williams 
were some of the prominent slave owners in 
Jefferson County. Many other citizens owned 
Slaves according to their abilities and needs. 

As a rule the slaves were well treated, 
adequately fed, and comfortably clothed. The 
Slaves were rarely ever overworked, in fact, 
On most plantations the farmers’ sons did as 
much work as the slaves and were not much bet- 
ter fed and clothed. Nearly every planter gave 
his slaves a half holiday every Saturday. The 
head of each slave family was allowed a plot 
of land for his own use free of charge. Th 
yield from their plots often furnished a su 
of money for the slaves’ use. The Abolition- 
ists’ activities culminating in John Brown’ 
raid in Virginia forced the slave Owners ft 
adopt strenuous rutes and measures to preven 
Similar attempts in other sections iF EL ree 
South. One measure adopted in this county was 
known as the patrolling system which provide 
that slaves Should not assemble in. late 
Crowds and to prevent this the slave wh 
desired to visit on Saturday night or Sunda 
must have the consent of his owner to do so 
Patrolling parties were Organized in the var 
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ious communities who visited the plantations 
and punished any slave found visiting without 
his master’s written permission, which per- 
mission was in the following form: 

Pass and repass John Smith until 12:00 
P.M. Sunday, the 23rd day of June, 1857. 

A. B. Jones, Owner 

The enforcement of this measure stimulated 
the poetic genius of some negro who composed 
the song mown as the ‘Patrollers are Coming’ 
and runs thus 


“*Run, nigger run the patrollers are coming 


Run, nigger run its almost cag. 

Negroes were bought and sold like any 
other praperty, usually at auction on some 
Stump at a recognized site. Some of the out- 
Standing sites in this county for auctioning 
‘Slaves were at Hawkin’s mill at Slick Ford 
and Warrior River, and at what is now Leeds. 
A strong negro man usually brought about nine 
hundred dollars. Mr. Edd Hicks tells of see- 
ing a large negro named ‘Bill’ sell in lI8o3, 
at Slick Ford, for thirteen hundred dollars. 
He was bought because of the amount Of work 
he could do and to use for breeding purposes. 
This sometimes separated families; the child 
from its Darents, or the husband from his 


wife but, usually they were permitted to 

Visit once a week from Saturday night until 

Monday morning. Southern slave owners be- 

lieved that the Institution of Slavery was in 

complete accord with the teachings of Christ. 
ae 


The white people in Jefferson County were 
not forgetful of providing entertainment and 
spiritual guidance for the slaves. They were 
sometimes given barbecues and other celebra- 
tions. Mr. Calvin Williams told the story of 
a tall negro of his, who originated a dance 
which he called the turkey-buzzard dance. He 
would hold his hands under his coat-tail 
which he flirted as he jumped first to one 
side and then to the other, and looked exact- 
ly like the ugly bird he. -ilmiteuea, 

A Church was provided if there were enough 
slaves, if not, they met at some master’s 
house, or under some tree and a white man 
preached to them. Sometimes a slave would 
become a preacher. He would bring about many 
conversions. Many whites would often hear a 
noted slave preacher. 

Chopping out cotton or picking it was 
looked upon by the slaves as an inherent duty 
of theirs and as one of the enjoyable occas- 
ions of their lives... A voice would begin a 
song, then another would join him, until doz- 
ens of voices blended in weird and melodious 
harmonies. 

The slaves as a rule, loved their ‘Master’ 
and had no desire to be freed. They were well 
contented with their treatment and believed 
that the way the Southern whites did things 
was the best way in the world to do it. The 
following exposition of an-’old Jefferson 
County slave jllustrates what I mean. ‘What’s 
de reason?” asked the old darkey during Re- 


Construction days, “~~ Dat de Yankees cain. 
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Make linsey--welsey like old Mistie did. In 
those days one par breeches las me mos a 
year. I jus couldn’ t wear dem out. Now when I 
buys dis shoddy stuff de yankees don bro’t I 
Sets down on de log ter eat ma grub. Bless 
Gawd when I gits up I leaves the seat of my 
Sravoenes on de lawg.’’ 

Coal was dug from the banks of Village 
Creek, tke Warrior River, and Turkey Creek, 
loaded on flat boats and floated down the 
river to Mobile where it was marketed Jas. 
H. Hewitt, Arch Boyd, David Hanby, Bill 
Nichols, Will Shepherd, and W. M. Hicks, were 
pioneer coal men in this county. The barges 
were made of Chestnut timber and ordinarily 
were of about 30’ x 20’ in dimensions. They 
would dig their coal during the dry season. 
Then float it down as soon as the river had 
risen enough to pass over the Squaw, Muscle, 
and Black Rock shoals. This coal was sold in 
Mobile at $3.00 per barrel. Sometimes as 
much as 500 bushels of corn would be carried 
on one of those barges. After the cargo had 
been disposed of the barge would be sold for 
apout $25700. The party would walk back 
through the country. They killed many deer, 
turkeys, and bear while on their journey. 
Ammunition was so scarce until it wouldn’t be 
wasted on smaller animals. 

The majority of the people in Jefferson 

County were not slave holders and it is nat- 

ural that they Should oppose secession. When 

this grave question came up the voters elect- 

ea Col. Wm. S. Earnest as a delegate to the 
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secession convention at Montgomery. He wa 
bitterly opposed to secession and did all its 
his power to prevent the Ordinance of Secess- 
ion from passing. When the passage of the 
Ordinance reached a vote on Jan. 11, 1861, 
Col. Earnest voted against it, but after its 
adoption he signed it as evidence that he 
would go with his state. 
Prior to the war between the States, the 
county was organized into two militia dis- 
tricts or regiments. Those of military age 
would assemble once or twice each year for 
drill and inspection. After the military 
duties were finished it was not unusual for 
the champions of two precincts to meet in a 
ring to settle the question of superiority in 
physical prowess. They would Strip to the 
waist and fight with bare knuckles until one 
would acknowledge that he was beaten. The 
victor would raise himself to heights of 
eminence in the estimation of his comrades. 


Jefferson County’s citizens responded 
readily to the call to arms in defense of the 
Southern Confederacy by raising the following 
military companies. A Co. raised near Jones- 
boro by Capt. Thomas Hanchey. This company 
was assigned to the Eighteenth Alabama Regi- 
ment and served in the Western Army. 

Co. B 10th Ala. Reg. -; Captain Alberta 
Martin. 

ThiS company served throughout the war in the 
army of Northern Virginia. 

Co. U. 19th Ala. Reg. -- Capt. Fer Hanby, 
Western Army. 
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mo. ©. 20th Ala. Reg. -- Capt. M.T. Porter, 
Western Army 


eos etn Ala, Reg, -- Capt. Billie Nabors, 
Western Army. 

Maeetsewoun Ala. Reg. -- Capt. G.W. Hewitt, 
Western Army. 

eo, ~- 28th Ala. Reg. -- Capt. Thomas McAdory 
Western Army. 

mee - 45rdeAla. Reg. -- Capt. W.J. Mimms, 
6) «(NG 

ee. ~~ 62nd Ala. Reg. -- Capt. ----- » Mobile, 


BRPSPLO LP A aoe Wash winds x Brigade. 
The 43rd Ala. was in Cracie’s Rrigade 


mre 20th Ala. was in Pettrs’ Brigade. 


There were few slackers in Jefferson 
SOunty. Some few, here and yonder, opposed 
the war. They hid out in caves or rock houses 
and stayed in concealment as best they could. 
[f they were caught they were sometimes 
siven their choice of going to war or being 
Jut to death Outright, especially deserters, 
[n case of the death penalty being exacted, 
she victim was put before a firing squad of 


welve men with twelve Guns, six of which 
flere loaded and six with blank cartridges in 
hem. A member of the firing squad never knew 
f his gun was loaded Or not. All twelve guns 
€re fired when the command was given and 
ach member of the firing squad hoped some 
ther one was the murderer. 

The Jefferson Countains Owed their soldiers 
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gratitude and gave it not only to them but 
to every man in the ranks. 


The women at home knitted, sewed, sacri- 
ficed, prayed, and wept, especially the aged, 
as they packed away the socks, underwear, and 
such comforts for the young men in the field 
as might be pressed into a soldier’s knap- 
sack. 

Our citizens, as well as our soldiers, | 
were suffering the hardest deprivations sa 
ing apparel was scarce. Many of our men 
marched in ragged, weatherstained garments 
and tattered shoes. Even these were luxuries 
that threatened soon to be unattainable. Our 
treasury was terribly depleted and the food 
Supply for the army was diminishing at a 
lamentable rate. 
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Rev. Edd Hicks, age eighty nine, Adams. 
Wishle, Alabama, Route 2, 

Rev. Hicks had lived all his life in Jeff- 
€rson. He had been a farmer and an active 
Baptist Minister.His friends were numbered by 

the score throughout Jefferson County. He 
}Served throughout the entire war, 

ae ee Bass, age eighty one, Irondale, 
/Alabama, Route . 

Mr. Bass belongs to One of the pioneer 
| families of Jefferson County. He has never 
|} lived outside the limits of the county except 
\While he was in the Confederate Army. Dan 
‘Cupid has never Caught him. He is a man of 
Considerable wealth and lives by himself 
Since the death of his mother and his Sister. 
iI consider him one of the most reliable and 
dependable men I have ever known. 


. Mrs. Amanda DeShazo, age ninety-two, 
Montevallo, Alabama. 


Mrs. DeShazo lived in Jefferson County 
from birth up until about ten years ago. 
phe has three BUR RvAeG., “A.J. und 850g 
DeShazo now living in Birmingham. She repre- 
Sents one of the most prominent families in 
Jefferson County. 

nec, DeShazo, age ninety One, 
Prkansas, 

Mr. DeShazo lived in Jefferson County dur- 
-Ng about the first forty years of Nie, life, 
le is a truthful, honest, and hard Working 
1an, who has accumulated considerable wealth 
‘n Arkansas. His Statements are Vets ere liable 
md he served throughout the war. 

nas | 













Texarkana, 


Prof. R.G. Hewitt, 746-21st Street North 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

Prof. Hewitt comes of a noble pionee 
family of Jefferson County. He has spent all 
his life in this county except the time he 


spent in the Confederate ArmieS. He has taught 
school since early manhood and is now book- 
keeper to the Jefferson County Board of Edu- 
cation. His mood is still very active. I 
consider him one of the most trustworthy 
citizens in this county, 

Mrs. Martha Lee, age eighty four, Leeds, 
Alabama, Route 1. 

Mrs. Lee has never lived outside Jefferson 
County. She has reared a noble family of 
children, nearly all of whom are college 
graduates. She has spent a life of hard, use- 
ful work. 
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in ~ : 
HISTORY OF THE MUD CREEK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
AND WILLIAMSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH 


Mud Creek Baptist Association - Primitive 
1821. These minutes of the Association: are. 
missing 1821 - 1890 - 1892 - 1944 - 1946 - 
1957. Can anyone help to locate these minutes 
as they are needed for important historical 
work. Send us whatever you can find. Write to 
us if you know about some copies but cannot 
obtain them for us. 

Also please remember that anything by or 
about Alabama Baptist is useful to us. Old 
letters, newspapers, church items, non-Bap- 
tist materials are of interest to Howard Col- 
lege Library. 

The Librarian 

Alabama Baptist Historical Society 
Howard College Library 

Birmingham, Alabama 

This was taken from the files of Howard 
college. 














Minutes of the Constitution of the Mu 
Creek Association - Mud Creek Meeting House, 
Jackson County, Alabama, 1821. 

Churches convened, Mountgillied, Mud Cree 
Providence, Newhope, Hopewell, Blue Spring, 
Friendship, Paintrock, Union. 

William Nichols represented Hopewell in 
the Association in 1824. 

Mud Creek Association of Primitive Bap- 
tists. This is the name the Association shall 
be known by. 

October 15, 1885 the 40th annual session 
was held. ' 

1904 lists the following delegates: G. H. 
Bean, M. T. Huey, Ed Hicks, A. ‘White? Gia 
Vines, J, A. Wadtorn. 

October 11, 1905 list of delegates to the 
Association from Williamsburg, A. J. Nichols, 
Sam Goolsby, Moss Nichols. | 

1905 Statistics; M. T. Huey, Pastcue 
Williamsburg, ~ 

A. J. Nichols, Clerk Membership List 
1906. A. VJ... Bateony BPaneo. 
A. 3. Nichols, Clere 
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THE HISTORY OF THE MUD CREEK BAPTIST ASSOC- 
, IATION - THIS I GOT AT HOWARD COLLEGE 


The facts herein recorded of the first 85 
wears of thisAssociation have been taken 
from the present minutes for 69 of these 
years, while the other connected material has 
been taken from the mother Association, 
Canaan Baptist Association, and from infor- 
mation of reliable sources furnished by mem- 
Pers of .this Association and others. 

As the churches embraced by the territory 
‘(of this Association were organized, they 
‘joined the Canaan Association. It is inter- 
esting to note our connection with the Assoc- 
ijation. In the year 1846 the mother Associa- 
tion met with Shoal Creek Church in the 
Mmerritory of this Associationafter it was 
Organized. This was the home church of Rev. 
John I. Gilbert, the respected pastor of this 
church at that time. Perhaps it was his 
influence that brought the mother Association 
to meet with his church in this isolated 
Berritory. 

The Canaan Association met with Rock Creek 
Church for the years totem Ooo. LEB. thd s 
Church furnished the moderator of the Canaan 
Association for the years 1853, 1854, 1855 and 
1856. The moderator was the Rev. Henry G. 
Smith who lived near the mouth of Valley 
Creek which was in the vicinity of the Rock 
Creek Church at Dive bitiene. 

The Canaan Association met with the Mud 
Creek Church for the years 1850 - 1865. The 
Rev. Henry G. Smith was pastor of both Rock. 
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Creek and Mud Creek churches for several 
years before and just after the Civil War. 
Perhaps it was his influence that brought 


that body to meet those churches for the 
years mentioned. | 

Dr. M. M. Wood of the Birmingham Baptist 

Associationand the secretary of the Baptist 
State Convention of Alabama left some inter- 
esting notes in connection with the history 
of this Association. > 

By the year 1870 Dr. Wood said, ‘The feel- 
ing in the Canaan Association had developed 
that the urban churches and those of the 
rural districts did not have a common inter- 
est.’*In other words the statement meant that 
the rural churches were opposed to Missions 
and Education. So in the same year the fol- 
lowing churches were dismissed at their own 
request from the Canaan Association. Roupe’s 
Valley, Pleasant Grove, Mud Creek and Big 
Creek. 

Bro. Wood left this note also from the 
Canaan Association in 1870. The Canaan Asso- 
Cilation meeting with Roupe’s Valley Church 
October 5, 6 and 7 of that year. Mud Creek 
Was represented by W. C. Howton, M. M. Groin, 
and S. V. Travis. Rock Creek was represented 
DYye"AS Hs Pp. McClain, H. gG. Phillips) ane 
A. J. Waldrop. Big Creek was represented by 
Oliver Smith and Prudes Creek Church was 
represented by B. S. Thompson, R. Stone and 
William Hannah. . 

In 1871 the other churches in the Western 

part of Jefferson County, the Eastern parti 


of Tuscaloosa County and the Southern part of 
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Walker County withdrew to form a new asso- 
ciation, 

The above action left the urban branch of 
the Canaan Association which later became 
the Birmingham Baptist Association, and the 
rural branch described above met later at 
Mud Creek Church in the same year and formed 
a new association. 

In the fall of 1871 the above mentioned 
Churches that withdrew from the Canaan 
Association in 1870 were joined by other 
churches in the territory described above 
and meeting at Mud Creek Church they formed 
a new association. The exact date of the 
Organization is not known, but it is pre- 
Sumed that they met sometime in October as 
that was the usual time of meeting of the 
Mother association. 

The churches embraced by the territory 
described above met at Mud Creek Church 
according to appointment and in the organi- 
zational session adopted the name of the Mud 
Creek Baptist Association for the most lead- 
ing and strongest church in the new field. 

We have seen that the name adopted for 
the new association was The Mud Creek Bap- 
tist Association. This name was adopted in 
regular order and in good faith perhaps, but 
in adopting this name they were not keeping 
Taith with fundamental Baptist beliefs. One 
of their first official acts in the organi- 
Zational session was to pass a resolution 
Opposing Missions and Education. Now Primi- 
tive Baptists oppose Missions and Education. 
They also went one step further and opposed 
the Sunday School. Then in reality the new 
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Associationwas nothing more nor less than 
the Mud Creek Primitive Baptist Association. 
But they were carrying out their main reasons 
for withdrawing from the Canaan Association. 

In 1890 the association adopted the name 
Mud Creek Baptist Association. Bro. A. White 
believed in missions and worked for the 
Association to support it. He urged that they 
take better care of pastors at home but under 
local support of the church. 

In 1915 the Association meeting with 
Liberty Church, the Proceedings show the fol- 
lowing action. Resolved that the Mud Creek 
Association withdraw all the Support from the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the State Con- 
vention of Alabama and their Boards on the 
ground that the Convention and its work is 
unscriptural. 

The name should have been Changed at that 
time to the Mud Creek Anti-Missionary Assoce 
lation. They repudiated the name Mud Creek 
Missionary Baptist Association by the resolu- 
tion passed at Liberty that year. 

Now the name of the Association should be 
changed to the Original name, Mud Creek Bap- 
tist Association. in keeping with the thought 
of leading association in the State Convent- 
ion. The word Missionary is Superfluous with 
BAD sty Missions is an entrenched belief 
With Baptist. 

Opposition to Sunday School and education 
began to disappear as the reports of 1885 
Showed reference to them that year and the 
Opposition to missions began to disappear by 
1889 

In 1920 Mud Creek and Oak Grove Churches 
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undertook to establish a full time pastoral 
field showing the expenses and the benefits 

between them. Rev. J. D. Oaks from the Bap- 

tist Bible Institute in New Urrenns, ba. . 

was selected to serve in this cooperative 
Dastorate. 

Here is a report for 1887 On Sunday 
School: Village Creek Church (this is our 
community) organized a Sabbath School in 
Ppril of Wast year... The teachers in the 
SCcnoOoOl]l - “Bro. J. R. WiAters and A. J, 
Nichols+(my uncle) 

Not until 1939 did all the Churches in 
the Association report Sunday Schools, at 
Village Creek the Bible was not used as the 
text. The Blue Back Speller and McGuffey 
Reader were used. My uncle was a teacher. and 
he taught in the Sunday School Spelling and 
reading. 

From the minutes of the Mud Creek Associa- 
tion 1887, Bro. J. Collier (father-in-law of 
Mrs, John Collier) be put on the work of 

Organizing Sabbath Schools in every church 
in the ASSociation, Also that Bro. B. S§. 
Thompson assist hin. 

Here is an item on the Sunday School of 
Williamsburg Baptist Church for 1937. As 
found in a paper prepared by Talmadge Tuggle 
and submitted to Howard College in religious 
eirratd 6h’ 

M. C. Nichols was Superintendent, his 
address is Route 2, Adamsville, Alabama. 
There were 6 beginners, 5 intermediates, 24 
young people, 20 adults, 6 teachers, enroll- 


ment 61, 16290813 
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Part of the minutes of the 14th Annual 


Session of the: 
Mud Creek Baptist Association 
First day - Opening Session 
Razburgh, Ala., Oct. 15, 1885 

The Mud Creek Baptist Association met pur- 
suant to adjournment on Friday, Oct. 15, 1885 
for the purpose of holding its 14th annual 
session at 11:00 o’ clock a.m. with Mud Creek 
Church. 

2nd Day 
The Sunday School Report 

Mr. S. A. Parsons made the first favor- 
able Sunday School Report in the Association 
in 1885. In that report we have the following 
statements: 

We believe that the Sunday School work 
belongs to the children of God. It is our 
duty to take our children and go hand in hand 
with our neighbors and their children to the 
placeof worship on the Lord’s Day and read 
and study the word of God about the plan of 
Salvation. We know of no better way to bring 
them to God. To become better informed we 


will have to engage in studying the Bible on 
the Lord’s day with our children. 

Minutes of the constitution of the Mud 
Creek Association of Baptist held at Mud 
Creek meetinghouse, Jackson County, Alabama. 
The first Saturday in November, 1821. 

Agreeable to a former appointment the 
delegates from the following churches con- 
vened, viZ: 

[Mountgillied, John Kelly, Shadrick Herren, 
Samuel Wilson. 

Mud Creek, John Horn, Andrew Estes, 
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Joshiah Conn. 
| Providence, Hugh Gentry, John Owens, Levi 
eesbetl: 

Newhope, Elisha Blevens, Haden Williams, 
John Blevins. 

Hopewell , David Bryant. 

Bluespring, James Dotson, John Jones, 
David Settle. 

Friendship, Richard Wilson, Daniel Paten, 
John Mones. 

Paintrock, John Williams, John Reed. 

Union, Samuel w"icBee. 

1. Elder Isaac Reed preached a sermon 
introductory to: business from Joel 2nd Chap- 
ter and part of the first verse: blow yea 
the trumpet in Zion Sound and alarm in my’ 
holy mountain. 

2. The messengers met and after prayer 
proceeded to business, Chm. Brethen Isaac 


Reed, Moderator and Josiah Conn, Clerk. 
3. Received letters from the nine above 


mentioned churches and was constituted on the 
following. 

Principles of Union. (This is in the orig- 

inal handwriting. 
1. We believe in one only true and living 
God and that there are a trinity of Persons 
in the Godhead. The Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost and yet that there are not three Gods 
Bute fon ly one. 

2. We believe the scriptures of the old 
and new testaments are the words of God and 
mee ONLY irule of: (faith ‘and pra cit 7 rre:. 

3. We believe in the fall of Adam and that 
by his transgression all his posterity fell 
and were made sinners and in the COTrup tion 
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he & SR AS Fe 8D eee ee 
recover himself by his own free will or 
ability. 

4. We believe that sinners are justified 
in the sight of God only by the righteous- 
ness of Christ imputed to them and that 
God’s work is the fruit of faith and follow 
after Justification and the Evidence of our 
gracious state. 

5. We believe that ,the Saints shall. per- 
severe in grace and that not one of them 
shall be finally lost. 

6. We believe that there will be a Resur~ 
rection of the dead and a general or univer- 
sal Judgement and that the happiness of the 
righteous and the punishment of the wicked 
will be Eternal. 

7. We believe that the visible church is a 
congregation of faithful Persons, who have 
given themselves up to the Lord and one 
another having agreed to keep up a godly 
discipline according to the rules of the 
gospel. 

8. We believe that Jesus Christ is the 
great head of the church and that the gov- 
ernment thereof is the body. 

9. We believe that water baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper are gospel ordinances and are 
to bé continued till the Second coming and 
that true believers are the only fit subjects 
of baptism and that dipping is thé vonty 
gospel way. 

10. We believe that none but regularly 
baptised members have a right to commune at 
theword’s vable. 

ll. We believe the Lord’s day ought, to: be 
observed and set apart for the worship of God 
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and no work of worldy business Ought to be 
done or transacted thereon worker of neces- 


sity only Execepted., 


Synopsis Of work done by A. lL. Nichols 


As I did not make a report last year, [I 
Wish to say that the Past year has been a 
very successful one with me in the Winning 
of the lost to Christ. I am glad to report 
to thateduring the last 14 months I have 
preached 218 sermons, received 224 people in- 
to the churches, the greater part of them 
by baptism. I received $823.63 for my ser- 
vices, an average of $58.83 per month. This 
is shamefully small, a man with a family to 
Support is forced to work at Something else 
in order to Support them. If I had received 
$150.00 or $200.00 a month for the 14 months 
work, I could have WwOn a great many more 
People to Christ. 

I long to see the day come when our people 
Will see the necessity of Supporting their 
Pastors instead of just merely Daying their 


expenses, 


Respectfully Submitted, 


Asels, Niehols 


He was moderator of the Mud Creek Baptist 
Association from 1918-40; 1952-58. 
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These statistics are from the records at. 
Howard College. 


Williamsburg Church, Value of property $500. 


1905 M.T. Huey, Pastor, A.L. Nichols, Clerk 
Membership 41; Teachers 0: Scholars 25; 
Expenses $1. 60; Fastors Salary $5.70. 

1906 A.J.Batson, Pastor, A.L.Nichols, Clerk 
Membership 39; Teachers 3: Scholars 405; 
Expenses $4.45; Pastors Salary $8.50. 

1907 Not represented 

1908 Not represented 

1909 M.T. Huey, Pastor; A. J.Nichols, Clerk; 
Membership 37; Teachers 4; Scholars 27; 
Expenses $7. 20; Pastors Salary $6. 35. 

1910 Not Represented 

1911 A.L.Nichols, Pastor, Marshall Hicks, 
Clerk; Membership 37, (17 baptisms). Met at 
Palos. 

1912 J.Collier, Pastor; W.D.Nichols, Clerk; 
Membership 43; C.J. Morton, superintendent 
Preaching Sabbaths 2. 

1913 Not represented 

1914 Not represented 

1915 Not represented 

1916 Not represented 

1917 W.L.Hand, Pastor, zgewi'collier, Clerk; 
c.c. Click, Superintendent. 

1918 A.L.Nichols, Pastor, J.W.Collierm 
Stati.) Osc. GAL» Superintendent. 

1919 B.Smith, Pastor; JoWe Collier, * Clerk; 
c.c. Click, Superintendent. 

1920 J.Collier, Pastor; Reed Youngblood, 
OVere: co. Go. CLICr, Superintendent. 

1921 J.Collier, Pastor, S.A. Youngblood, 
(ey ie Go. Gok i ng Superintendent. 

1922 Not represented 

40 





inca Wt. Huey, Pastor: J: W. Collier, Clerk: 
M.ovliit, Superintendent; Mrs. J.W.Collier, 
Treasurer. 

ieeeomy te nuey, Pastor; J.W.Collier,”’ Clerk; 
L.Stiff, Superintendent; Mrs. J.W.Collier, 
Treasurer. 

igeoems tenuey, Pastor, J.W.Collter,’ Clerk; 
Semciti, Superintendent; Mrs. J.W.Collier,. 
Treasurer. 

mm 1926 M.T.Huey, Pastor; J.W.Collier, Clerk; 
I.F.Langford, Superintendent; Mrs.J.W.Collier 
Treasurer. 

1927 Not represented 

1928 Not represented 

1929 Not represented 

1930 Not represented 

Post AL TA Nichols, “Pastor: J.W. collier, 
Clerk and Superintendent. 

1932 A.L.Nichols, Pastor; D.C.Southerland, 
meek WW. Collier, Superintendent. 

1933 G.O.Glover, Pastor; D.C.Southerland, 
Clerk; J.W.Collier, Superintendent; Mrs.J.W. 
mollier, Treasurer. 

teed Agile Nichols, Pastor; M.C.Nichols, 
Clerk; J.W.Collier, Superintendent; Mrs.J.W. 
moubier,.Tlreastrer. 

Poco Nt Ono se, PasbGOor. M:C; Nichols, 
meuerKx:  .W. Collier, Superintendent: Mrs.J. W. 
mri er,. Treasurer. 

1936 Not represented 

1937 Not represented 

1938 Not represented 

Lo soars Dp yY.GiRatiterson,, Past or 

I~ aoe ovd Patterson.» Pastor 

1941 Floyd Patterson, Pas .or 
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1942 T.R. 
1943 Guy Whitfield, 


1944 Guy Whitfield, Pastor; Mrs. George J. 
Smith, Clerk Vos 29G5< 

1945 B. Hurst, Pastor 

1946 Clinton Fuller, Pastor 

1947 Clinton Fuller, Pastor 

1948 3.Ti BEA CaS evo. 

1949 Guy Whitfield, Pastor 

1950 Guy Whitfield; Pastor 

1951 Guy Whitfield, Pastor 

1952 Guy Whitfield, Pastor 

1953 Guy Whitfield, Pastor 

1954 J. E. Higgins, Pastor 

1955 J. Bo ‘Wiggins, Pastor 

1956 Woodrow Coale, Pastor 

1957 Woodrow Coale, Pastor 

1958 Guy Whitfield, Pastor; Hobart Black, 
Superintendent. 

1959 Guy Whitfield, Pastor; Hobart Black, 
Superintendent. 

1960 Guy Whitfield, Pastor; Hobart Black, 
Superintendent. | 

1961 Guy Whitfield, Pastor; Hobart Black 
Superintendent. 

1962 Woodrow Coale, Pastor; Hobart Black 


Superintendent. 
1963 Franklin 
Higgins, Superintendent. 


Kennedy Pastor 
Pastor 


Bailey, Pastan; 


4 









Burgi. 


1964 


HRiee pass 
1965 Roby Black, 
Superintendent. 
Forty-Seventh Annual Session of the M 
Creek (Bap tis t7ASsoctat Lon. 
Williamsburg 
Nichols, 


A. Le, 


Frank ?i ni Balierv. 
Superintendent. 
Pastor: 





Pastor; Burge 


Burgie Higgins 


November 


Moderator 
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my. M. Gilbert, Clerk 
Introductory Sermon: A. L. Neewolrs” **An 
Unfaithful Church is in Danger of Extinction ’ 
Represented by M.C.Nichols, R.B.Nichois, 
ZoaweNichols. 


The Pastors of Williamsburg Baptist Church 


These are the pastors of the church as I 
Can recall: Rev. M.T.Huey, Rev. A.L.Nichols, 
Rev. J.R. Bean, Rev. W.L. Jones, Rev. T. B. Kennedy, 
|Rev. Stiff, Rev.J.W. Robertson, Rey. Willie 

Hand, Rev. Joshuah Collier, Rev. P.B. Smith, 
Rev. Ed Hicks, Rev.G.D.Glover, Rev. Howard 
|Dickey, Rev. Guy Whitfield, Rev. Vershel 
Higgins, Rev. W.M. Grimes, Rev. Will Short, 
‘Rev. Clinton Fuller, Rev. H.P.Mixson, Rev. 
J.B.Lawson, Rev. Will Bright, Rev.J.H. Self, 

‘Rev. Woodrow Coale, Rev. Franklin Bailey, 

‘Rev. Roby Black. 











July, 1956 
Warrior River in Alabama 
Rev. A.L, Nichols baptizing his gsrand- 
son, Percy- Nichols, assisted by his 
son, Rev. Matthew Nichols 
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Members or Past Members of Williamsbur 
Church 


The books and records of the early part 
of the church are not available. 


Gordon Ashworth, Mrs. Martha Allen, Bubba 
Alexander. 

Velton Blackston, Ben Blackston, Margaret 
Blackston, Verna Blackston,Keilalie Blackston, 
Bertha Blackston, Hobart Black, Mrs. Hobart 
Black, Mrs. Delwin Boyette, EFuell Blackston, 
Lorene Brown, Riley Brown, Margie Blackston, 
Melba Blackston, Dorothy Blackston (Mrs. J.D. 
Fox, Jr.), Mrs. Hubert Bunn, Clayton Bunn, 
Beatrice Bunn, Dorothy Bunn, Ollie Bunn, 
Curtis Ann Blackston, Viola Burnette, Grace 
Burnette, Billie Frances Burnette,Mrs. D.R. 
Bass, Mrs. Vallie Blackston, Curtis Blackston 
Jerry Blackston, Rev. J. Burns, Mrs. J. 
Burns, Beth Blackston, Carolyn Bass, Jimmy 
Bunn, Mrs. Hubert Bunn, Sharon Blackston, 
Addie Black, Ben Biack, Tommie Bryant, 
Novella Bryant, Willie Bryant, J.R. Boyd, 
Emma Black, Carrie Lee Black, Mina Black, 
Wilburn Blackston, W.T. Bowman, Robert’ 
Brannon, Minnie Boyd, Jimmy Bunn, Rev. Frank 
Bailey, Mrs. Shirley Bailey, Emily Blackston, 
Belton Blackston, Darrell Black, Kathy Black, 
Shirley Black, Patricia Black, Roby Black, 
Rev «Sc Mreuwy Raby, Black. 

Lillie Mae Collier, Carolyn Collier, Sylvia 
Collier, Ann Collier, Rev. Samuel A.Coale, 
Martha Collier, J: W.,Collier,.Mrs. Ula 
Collier, Farrell Collier, Rushton Collier, 
Fred Collier, Frances Collier, Flora Collier, 
Evelyn Collier, Ruth Collier, C.E..Clickg 
Mrs. C.E. (Maud) Click, Edward Click, Bo 
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sooper, Alma Cooper, Bettie Collier, Jordon 
Collier, Raymond Collier, David Collier, Bill 
Currier, Nancy Currier, Lonie Cooper, E.J. 
Collier, Nellie Collier, W.J. Capps, Raymond 
Capps, Charlie Collier, J. Collier, Mrs. Fred 
Collier, Mrs. E.J. Collier, Ralph Cunninghan, 
Marion Collier, Margaret Click, Mr. & Mrs. 
ie CLOmuen, .Mrs., J.R., Collier, Gurley 
Cooper, Mrs. Maxine Cooper, Estell Marie 
Cooper, Beverly Coale, Rev. S.W. Coale, Mrs. 
Mary Coale, Patty Coale, Irvin Cooper, Mrs. 
Sallie Cooper, Olin Cocper, Arthur Cooper, 
da Cooper, Emma Cooper, Ida Cooper, Mamie 
Cooper, Mattie Cooper, LouellaCooper, Land 
mooper,. Clifford Click, J.E. Cooper, Mrs. 
Sarah Cooper, Mrs. Annie Cooper, M.R.Collier, 
mesouri Collier;-Henry Collier, .Bettie 
Sout ier, , Vesta Currier, Mary Currier, J.G. 
| obb, Lonnie Cooper, Charlie Collier, Estelle 
mood er, Myra Drawhorn Crow, Brenda Collier, 
Miss Mattie Crum, Mrs. W. J. Capps. 

Tree Pvavais, fLlarence Davis., Belton 
Donaldson, Mary Donaldson, Ora Lee Hand, 









| 















Maurice Dobbs, Myra Gail Drawhorn, Thomas 
Drawhorn, Jimmy Lou Drawhorn, Charles Duke, 
' Brown McDaniel, Thomas Drawhorn, Jr. 

| Pranks ELLIOtt, Charles, Hubert Blliott, 
Gaines Ellison, Ella Ellison, Mamie Evans, 
Velma Evans. 

Hugh Grant Frederick, Irene Flanagan, Eddie 
fee Forrester, Nadine Forrester, Lynda Lee 
fearrester, Brazie Frederick. 

Henry Glover, Nelson Glover, Julia Glover, 
Harold Glover, Margie Golden, Nelson Glover, 
Dr.., Meer Ruby Green, Jerry Gordon, Mrs. 
Louise Gordon, Georgeann Goolsby, Sam Goolsby 
45 


. 7" 
Rosa Lee Goolsby, Osa Bell Goolsby, Ro 
Goolsby, Velma Goolsby, Ella Goolsby, Mrs. 
Nelson Glover. 

Acie Hicks, Floyd Hicks, Veola Hicks, 
Nellie Hicks, Flora Lee Hicks, Doris Higgins, 
Burgie Higgins, Mrs. Lurley Higgins, Edna Ma 
Higgins, Thomas Hicks, Virginia Hicks, Helen 
Higgins, Gaynelle Higgins, Peggy Sue Higgins, 
Mrs. Ethel Hicks, James Hand, Thomas Earl 
Hand, Minnie Ruth Hand, Rev. J.E.Higgins, 
Mrs. Margie Higgins, Martha Hicks, Johnn 
Hugh Higgins, Ruby Lois Hand, Bill Hathcock, 
Pearl Hathcock, Letha Hicks, Silas Higgins, 
Mrs. Silas Higgins, Andy Higgins, Mrs. Andy 
Higgins, Lester Hicks, Jesse Higgins, Lillie 
Mae Higgins Smith, Fannie Higgins, O. B. 
Hambrick, Wesley Hicks, Mertie Hicks, Amos 
Hand, Erskine Hathcock, Rev. Will Hand, Mrs. 
Will Hand, Mrs. Hughes, Pete Higgins, 
Vershel Higgins, Vernie Higgins, Mrs. John 
Higgins, Gladys Higgins, Thelma Higgins, Jack 
Higgins, Narvey Hicks, Avery Hicks, Will 
Hicks, Linda Hicks, Grady Hicks, Roy Hicks, 
Miss Monna Higgins, Amy Hicks, Bryson Hicks, 
George Howard, Rachel Howard, Hezzie Higgins, 
Andrew Higgins, Missouri Higgins, Richard 
Hicks, Marshall Hicks, Joyce Higgins, Perry 
Higgins, W.M. Hicks, Minnie Hicks, Ali 
Hicks, Bessie Hicks, Virginia Hicks, Marié 
Hicks, Nancy Hicks, Beatrice Hicks, Dorothy 
Hicks,, 

Hazel Justice, Harold Justice, Mrs. H. &@ 
Jones, Mrs. Cora Jones, Alice Jones, Park@@ 
Air: oe aoe sa 

Mrs. Myrtice Kennedy, Gerald Kizziah, Jean 
Kizzgiah, Mrs. “Es KRi2d2Z leas 
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yonn uno, Mrs. John Luno, Rosa Lively, 
Claud Lively, Dorothy Logan, Mrs. Doris 
Lively. 

| James McIntyre Mrs. James McIntyre, 
Lillie Mae McIntyre Collier. Hazel McIntyre, 
J. E. McIntyre, Brown McDaniel. Bill Miller, 
Dessie Miller, Jasper Massey, F. E. Metcalfe, 
Sige ©. EE. Metcalfe, Janice Metcalfe, Joyce 
/McCullough, Mattie Murdock, Mrs.Vivian Mecks. 
| R. B. Nichols, Mrs. R. B. Nichols, W. D. 
mMiichols, Grover Nichols, Oscar Nichols, 
Robert Nichdis, B. C. Nichols, M. Cc. Nichols, 
iMrs. M. C. Nichols, Jewell Nichols, Evelyn 
Nichols, Rev. A. J. Nichols, Pauline Nichols, 
‘Bertha Nichols Smith, Maggie Nichols Boner, 
ILillie Nichols Hadnmot, Matthew Nichols, Mrs. 
Matthew Nichols, Annie Faye Nethery, Mrs. 
Nethery, Bird Nichols Short, Myrtie 
Nichols Whatley, Alma Nichols Short, Beulah 
Nichols Stiff, J. P. Nichols, A. J. Nichols, 
[T. J. Nichols, Elizabeth Nichols, A. W. 
Nichols, Kitty Nichols, Ann Nichols, Harold 
Nichols, Amos Nichols, John Nichols, Ollie 
Nichols, Zula Nichols, Silla Nichols, Lucy 
Nichols, Pauline Nichols, Wanda Sue Nichols. 
Vee. for Leinton, Mrs, O.. G:; Pilkinton, 
jJ- W. Phillips, Mrs. J. W. Phillips, Robert 
Phillips, Neil Piper, Emma Pack, Jeff Pack, 
Me orze Painter, Louis Painter, Melba Piper, 
Mary Piper.. 

Jessie Rogers, Nadine Robbins Forrester, 
Mrs. Jessie Rogers, Mrs. Ruby Read, Alice 
Faye Read, Linda Read, Pauline Read, Mrs. 
Connie Robbins, James U. Robbins, J; W. 
Robinson, Mary Robinson. 

Elizabeth Shoemaker, D. C. Southerland, 
| rs. D. C. Southerland, Lottie Spurger, Annie 
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Spurger, Robert Spurger, Mrs. M. M. Sellers, 
Blanche Stanfield, Mrs. Sam Smith, Sue Smith, 
Rev. J. H. Self, Mrs. J. H. Self, Geravaaues 
Smith, Aucie Smith, Margeurite Smith, Doris 
Sanders, Sarah Sanders, Hazel Sanders, Gloria 
Faye Sanders, Wanda Sims Nichols, William 
Sims, Lee Smith, Mrs. Mae Stephens, Geneva 
Sanders, George Sanders, Jimmy Sanders, Mrs. 
George Sanders, Mrs. L. Staton, Gary Sanders, 
J. A. Sexton, Leonard Stiff, Janice Smith, 
Alvis Smith. 
Louise Tuggle, Odis Thomas, Joe Thomas, 
Faye Thomas, Louise Turner, Mae Tuggle. 
Mrs. Margaret Veitch, Doris Veitch 
Walter Wilson, Mary Sue Whorton, Mrs. 
Walter Wilson , Mrs. John Wilson, Mrs. Oscar 
Wellborn, Herbert Williams, Calvary Williams 
and his family, Sandra Woodruff, Ronnie 
Woodruff,;°Mr. & Mrs. "Prank Wodarur.e 
S. A. Youngblood, Mrs. S. A. Youngblood 
R. R. Youngblood, Mrs. R. R. Youngblood. 
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REV. AND MRS. A. L. NICHOLS, ABOUT 1910 
STANDING IN FRONT OF WILLIAMSBURG BAPTIST 
CHURCH. HE WAS PASTOR OF THIS CHURCH MANY 
YEARS. 





REV. E. F. HILL, PREACHED 
HI1S FIRST SERMON HERE. 





ELHAr. eeu 


MRS. 


HILL FAMILY 


1946. 


F 
IN 


THE E. 
TAKEN 





ELLIS HILL, JR. 





: OUR CITY OF THE DEAD 

: I recall my father telling me about the 
first person to be buried in the cemetery. He 
said his name was Castleberry. I don’t recall 
his first name. He also showed me two graves 
that he said were Mr. Calvin Williams’ slaves. 
He always put flowers on those and Mr. 

Castleberry’s grave when we had Memorial 
Services the Second Sunday in May. I do not 
know when this service was first begun but 
one of the first things I can remember about 
it was that it was one of the big events in 
Our community. When I was a child just as it 
as today, we go to great pains to see that 
everything is done to make this a success as 
it is also homecoming for the people who have 
oassed this way and it is Surprising how many 
mpoat is. 

Two funerals I bring to mind vividly when 
was a child were, Carrie Lee Nichols, Moss’ 
first wife. She left a baby girl who soon 
followed her, and Mrs. Willis Black. I just 
couldn’ t understand what death meant then, 
Another was Aunt Ann Nichols, Uncle Andrew’s 
erat wite,. 

I don’t remember when Mrs. C. M. ‘King and 
der daughter died the Same night and were 
Duried in the same grave. There were two 
Dther King sisters. I was told they had typh- 
bid fever. They must have gotten the germs 
From Village Creek as they lived close to it. 
One stone for the Boyds was there as long 
as I can remember. It has seven names on it, 
5ne who was still living but I understand 
she was buried elsewhere. 

Willie and Peer pep) Ler were brother and 























sister who died young and when I was to 
That family really had bad luck while livi 
here and they lived in the house I’m livin 
in now. There were three children, Fred wa 
the only one they left here with and the, 
stayed only a short time. The father wa 
known as Jim Fuller, I don’t know where the 
went. 

I remember Grace (Click) and Press Cooley’ 
little girl being burned. She was burned s 
badly until she died. Uncle Charly Click died 
while I was away. 

Here are the names of the people who are 
buried in the cemetery who have markers, 
John Rushton Collier 


Born: 'Sepit. 0 2 54008905 : 
Died: » Nove? 8&7!) 2002 ' 
John W. Collier : 


Born: 1873 
Died: W864 


William Melvin Collier 
Born: Feb. 26,° 1911 
Died: Nov. 30, seul 


Freeman. W. Collier 
(Le 6t yi) 

Biorn: June d28 7918.04 

Died: Feb... 24, 1957 


Phillin H. Colitver 
Born: March 6, 1933 
DIe0 +. J.An oo eee 


William Hicks 
Born) Feb.’ 42:22 )7beu 2 
Died: ‘tire =b9. 71eEs 
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John A. Glover 
Born: 1961 
Died: 1961 


James R. Hicks 
Born: Septut=i*}?71801 
Died: Nov: 15, 1959 


George Gurley Cooper, 
Born: Nov. 9, 1959 
Nrea. Jan. 6, 1961 


Belton D. Blackston 
Alabama 
PFC 
1432SVC 
Comd Unit 
World War II 
Born: Sept. 22, 1908 
Died: «Deer rvrs. "1963 


Obie Cooper 
BRorn: Oct. *14,""1866 
Died: March 18, 19&4 


Oscar Eugene Nichols 
Alabama 

S SGT Medical Dept. 

Zorldatiar Ii 

Bonn: .Feb: “8 )/)"190'8 

Diet: “Dec? 9, “Y959 


Ae eae al geins 
Ran. 190:3 
Died: 1959 


21 


George J. Smith 
Born: Sept. 29, 1900 
Died: May 30, 1963 


Grover C. Boner 

Georgia 
PFC MG Co. 116 Infantry 
World War I 
Born: Nov. 24, 1892 
Died: Dec. 29, ,1961 


William Dexter Nichols 
Born: Dec. 23, 1889 
Died: Sept. 22, 1958 


Birdie H. Liberman 
Born: March 4, 1912 
Died: Nov. 18, 1961 


Charles Edwards 
Alabama 
Pvt. Quartermasters Corps. 

World War I 
Born: Feb. 15, 1902 
Died: Jan. 20, 1960 


Mrs. Harkey’s 2nd Husband 
Unknown 


Martha Boyd 
Died: Oct. 4, .1872 
Age: 7 Months 


Aws Bo 4 Boy a 
Born: “‘Dece sles 1877 
Age: 45 years 
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forte As Boyd 
Vrea, "Septr 16, *1879° 
AeePrers years 


Martha Boyd 
Wife 
Birth: Unknown 


William H. Boyd 
weeag--vOCct. 54° "1867 
Age: 16 years 


James S. Boyd 
Pueg. peer?’ 25 27 °3&70 
Age: 4 Months 


Nora L. Fuller 
Bern: avuPbyr zi?’ 1904 
Bred: Veune?’ LE Pv1s 10 


William Fuller 
Bort nap aver ess. 3898 
Da eat *MNarch-8.,°19 TT! 


Grover €. Nichols 
BOorn-e Mey, ts, “FSS 
Died? “Oct? 27°39 44 


Pau 1e@ Ry Nichols 
hornes be pre el. Isis 
Dtveat Anprir*23; tg9o0 


Aulice Smith 
DAibie PMarch,-@196%4 


Ao 


Robert B. Nichols 
Born® JO0OEW aL. Bee 
Died?" Aug.’ 207 2220 





A¥ice OO; Nicnors 
Born: Feb. «L232. tote 
Died: March 19, 1917 


Samantha C. Boyd 
Born? "0Ct 4isberacee 
Died: Sept. 19, 1868 


Gertrude Sims 
Born: Dec. +164 “ES0a 
Died: Dec. “23, 22u0 


T 9. Ba “Wale ron 
Born: October 30, 1811 
Died: June 8, 1874 


Jane.T.’ Waldrop 
Born ty PAU es. ThE wo Le 
DLVed:7"U0 Ct: “t..) tae 


Margenet Ge -Clitck 
Borpna ally -tawee ou 
Died: March 14, 1920 


Johm,;R. »-CGlIck 
Born) ADTALslS. 1840 
Dijed:~ June* wW5t> 1844 


Charles KE. Eaton 
Born: * Mey 1:6, L936 
DLed:* Vune ss Lee 


5 4 


Evans 
Unknown 


Ellen Mae Cooley 
Horn: “April 22, 1916 
Died: June 9, 1920 


Son of Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence 
Born and Died: May 1, 1915 


Mildred Click 
Born: March 7, 1928 
Diead-. Marth’ 23: 41928 


Charaiwes ££: Cidcrk 
Cerne Wor. 21, 1898 
amuses uot, Lo. 1937 


Vula Nichols 
porn: May” 14 °*168 7 
voeoe  MmMarcn 81. 18 24 


Hurdelene Click 
Borne anaove ~*~ 26%"'59 33 
Died: Nov. 8, 1940 


vonn H. Hicks 
Born~y18ess 
Deseaqnr' 1945 


Lester’. «Hacks 
Born: ~2692 
DBeda: 1963 


Pita Of A uTrpess 
Born: 11894 
Died: 1894 

a Re 


Estella Nichols 
Born: Jan. 4, 1909 
Died: Sept. 25, 1909 





Infant Daughters of Grover C. 
and Willie R. Nichols 


Elizabeth Nichols 
Born: Aug. 19, 1835 
Died: Augr”> 7,7 1800 


Thomas Nichols 
Born: Faeh.. 24: 2058 
Died: March 12, 1877 


Sarah Nichols 
Born Feb.) San480 41 
Died: Unknown 


Solomon Nichols 
Born: Apriin 20,. 187s 
Died: , Au gar 10,4289 


Irene Stiff 
Born: 1910 
Died: 1914 


Ollie Parsons 
Born: May. 26.) 1879 
Died: Dec. “i1tweddS Ts 


Letha’ Ec Hicks 
BOE Rien om “2L5 wie 
Died: Nova ch 13446 
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Aubry Donaldson 
Born and Died: June 29, 


Jamun, te) Harkey 
Born: June 6, 1879 
Diet: July .v3, 19°28 


Clarence Davis 
Born: J da.s wi V1 SOT 
DIieGa: OTA g.c¢ 52019 52 


Jimmie T. Harkey 
Born. wstiy S$... 1924 
Died: Nov. 6, 1926 


Zynder W. Tuggle 
Borns. March .22. jp8095 
Trea 24. 19°25 


William H. Youngblood 
Bo ets) 2 1920 
Died; June 1, 1922 


Van Albert Tuggle 
Bore ans, 4. 192.1 
Daeadq; May 25: ° 3922 


Henry Collier 
Bepontie oop... LS. 1876 
paedas OGG.’ 22, 19°19 


here GOSDUe COLILIEer 
Bomn:= March--4,.1845 
Died: March. 29, 1940 


Mary ©. *Colrrer 
Bote iy. 1, 18:43 
Died: May 18, 1920 
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Sarah Collier 
Born: Feb. 17, 1888 
Died: March 23, 1918 


Helton Minyard 
Born: Oct. 11, 1899 
Died: Jan. 7, 19008 


Arona Minyard 
Born: May 6, 1901 
Died: Dec. 21, 1901 


Louis J. Minyard 
Born: 1862 
Died: 1897 


Martha J. Minyard 
Born: 1861 
Died: 1939 


Carrie Lee Black 
Born: Aug. 4, 1895 
Died: March 1, 1906 


Emma Bl 
BOTH: ©7. 
Died: l 


Willis Black 
Born: 1880 
Died: 1941 


Robert Currier 
Born: “Aug. 16, 1833 
Died: May 10, 1915 
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Mary Lou Minyard 
BOER avADTAidh«lt, » 1005 
Died: May 12, 1907 


Gloria June Wellborn 
Bern: JU LY 20~, .19:33 
Died: October 16, 1934 


70 graves unmarked and unknown. 





WILLIAMSBURG CEMETARY 
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WILLIAMSBURG MASONIC LODGE 


The Masonic Lodge here seemed more like 
legend than truth. Nobody seemed to know any- 
thing about it and many said that it ha 
never been that at sometime the meetings o 
several nearby lodges were only held here for 
convenience. Only by writing to the Gran 
Lodge in Montgomery, Alabama was I able t 
find out these facts. 





"SURREY WITH THE FRINGE ON TOP." 


Visitors to home of R. B. Nichols on the 
Warrior River, names unknown and date 
unknown. Picture was kept by the family 
as a souvenir. 
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Mrs. George Smith 
mriure 2, BOX 265 
Adamsville, Alabama 


wear Mrs. Smith: 

Apparently we have located the lodge about 
which you seek information, Palos Lodge No. 
416, located at Palos in Jefferson County, 
and it was organized July 16, 1876, Chartered 
December 7, 1876, and went down in 1939. 
Calvery Williams, Alexander H. Snead, Andrew 
N. Lacy, John B. McWilliams, Frank R. Mc- 
Donald, William C. Eubanks, and John E. 
Williams were the petitioners who asked Grand 
Master Palmer J. Pillans to grant permission 
to form a lodge which was to be called 
Williamsburg Lodge, which name it bore for 
several years. Calvery Williams, Frank R. 
McDonald and John E. Williams were the first 
three principal officers of the lodge. The 
name Williamsburg remained through 1911 and 
was changed to Palos in 1912. Alfred Nichols 
received his degrees in this Lodge in 1880. 
Andrew Nichols also received his degrees in 
1880. Grover C. and Robert Nichols were later 
members. Mathew M. Nichols was a member about 
the turn of the century. We are unable to 
find any record of Tom Nichols without more 
minute research. 

This lodge apparently was very flourishing 
at one time having a roll of 70 members, but 
apparently the ravages of time, shifting of 
population, terrible depression years and the 
effect on the coal mining industry brought it 
to its knees and the forfeiture was suffered. 
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We hope that this is some help to von 


Sincerely and fraternally yours, 


Gordon L. Evatt 
Grand Secretary 





JOHN AUSTIN SELLERS 
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GRAND LODGE OF F. & A. M. OF ALABAMA 


Lodge Name:. Williamsburg (Name changed to 
Palos in 1911.) Lodge No. 416; Location: 

Palos; County: veITYrerson: 

Date of Dispensation: July 6, 1876: MOTHER 
LODGE: FARRAR NO. 8: Date Of Charter: Dec. 

7, 1876; Disposition and Date of Demise; 

Forfeited 1939. 

Grand Officers Signing Charter: 


Grand Master Calvary Williams 
Alexander H. Snead 

Deputy Grand Master Andrew N. Lacey 
John R.McWilliams 

Senior Grand Warden Frank R. McDonald 
William C. Eubanks 

Junior Grand Warden John E. Williams 


Instituting Officer: Sam Thompson, Worship- 
ful Master of Farrar Lodge No. 8 was ap - 
pointed to institute the Lodge. 


Constitution Officers 


Principal Officers Named in Dispensation: 
Calvary Williams. Master 

Frank R. McDonald, Senior Warden 

John E. Williams, Junior Warden 
Dispensation Signed By 

Palmer J. Piklans, Grand Master 
Daniel Sayre, Grand Secretary 


The name of Williamsburg Lodge No. 416 was 
Changed to Paulos Lodge No. 416 on December 
CG ee 
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List of Members - 1937. This was the las 
report made by Palos before demise. 


R. B. Brasfield 

Joel Donaldson 

Isaac B. Goethlieb 
James Melton 

George A. Quinn 

Logan H. Snead 

Carter D. Southerland 
John Tyre 

Augustus I. Whorton 





ERNEST SELLERS 
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LIAM: aes HE HPVva s 
wi LIA AMSBURG SCHOOL. HELD IN CHURCH ‘BUILDING 
B.the | first White people to come to this 
part of. the country came soon after the turn 
of. the nineteenth century. They were at- 
tracted to this. part of the country no doubt 
by the plentiful water and rich beautiful 
land that.lies around the Little Warrior 
River and Village Creek. Fishing and hunting 
were big, factors in their lives as much of 
their livelihood came from this as well as 
the things grown from the soil. 

Village Creek flows into the warrior River 
right here, These river and creek banks were 
rich from the overflow which followed heavy 
rains. Of course it was a fisherman’s para- 
dise then, the same as today. 
| Game was plentiful: including rabbits, 
Squirrels, quails, turkeys in abundance and 
I believe deer were the largest of the game. 
No one killed for the sport or just to kill 
but in order to supply food for himself and 
his family. There were no such things as 
written hunting and fishing laws but a per- 
son who killed game out of season, when the 
janimals were caring and raising their young 
was branded and became an outcast. The game 
was a valuable asset and was guarded and 
protected by the unwritten law. 
| These are the earliest families that I 
have record of coming here:Nichols, Williams, 
GWtlliams)4:Higgins, Hicks, King, Collier, 
Dodd, Carmichael, Cooper, Goolsby, Whorton, 

















It is significant that these people who 
had left their homes in other states should 
on their earliest. coming establish a church. 
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This church was established on the present 
site of the Williamsburg Baptist Church. I 
have heard my father say that it was a log 
house, but that was no disrespect to their 
God as most of the houses these people lived 
in themselves were made of logs. 

As soon as the people were able they 
brought lumber in from Tuscaloosa where it 
seems there were sawmills and stores where 
all the necessities that they were not able 
to provide for themselves were to be obtained. 

It is only fitting that these people when. 
they were able to do so should provide a 
building for their place of worship in keep- 
ing with their homes. 

Oxen were used to haul the lumber and 
nails from Tuscaloosa and the building was 
really beautiful. It was a two story white 
church. The upper story was used as a Masonic 
Lodge, and it is my hope to get something 
about this lodge from the Grand Lodge of 
Alabama. I’m sure none of the members are 
still living. The lower story was used as a 
church and Sunday School on Sunday and as a 
school for the youngsters during the week. 

The first school that I can find out about 
was taught by a very scholarly man, Mr. B.F. 
Johnson. I don’t know how long he taught but 
it must have been quite a few years. He was 
really a remarkable man aS there are still a 
few who went to school to him still living 
and they speak of things he taught them yet. 
The school was called ’’The Academy’’ and 
boys for miles around came to school there. 
Some of them lived in cabins close by the 
school so you see they were about grown or 
they could not have managed to live alone. 
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Some of them stayed in our home as boarders. 
They were young men seeking an education and 
that was the only way they could get it. 

I often heard ones who went to school to 
him speak of the Latin, English and mathe- 
matics they learned at the Academy. Invari- 
ably they used beautiful English and all- 
seemed to love good literature. Their Latin 
helped them through life to recognize words 
that otherwise would have meant little or 
nothing to them. We must not forget that 
there have always been good schools and good 
teachers. 

My first rememberance of the church as a 
schooi begun when I started to school there. 
Miss Julia Williams, who is still living, 
was my teacher. She taught all the children 
of all ages and grades although we were not 
classified by grades. My little reader was 
Beers a first reader and I believe it was 
Elsons. It had some beautiful colored pic- 
tures. One I remember was a big red bird and 
‘I thought it the prettiest thing I ever saw. 
I do not know what hour school began but we 
Bil ot off to schoo] as soan a8 we were 
through with breakfast and the few jobs each 
of us had to do before going to schooi, It 
never crossed our minds not to go to school. 
We loved it for there we saw all the other 
children in the community and had a good long 
play period at noon. Miss Julia was a good 
teacher because it seems that we all learned 
and she had good control of the children. 

T’will “try to name ‘the boys and girls who 
were in the school there. My own brothers and 
sisters: Dexter, Birgie, Grover, Robert, 
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Maggie, Lillie, Idella and Alice. 1 believe® 
the school had been moved to Porter before. 
Oscar went to school. The Goolsbys: Willie, 
Rosa Lee, Ross, Osa Belle, Ethan, Ellie, 
Irene and Velma. . 

The Coopers: Olan, Arthur, Mamie, Louella, — 
Ada and Mattie. 

The Lindgerghs came from across Village 
Creek. They lived at Lindbergh: Oscar, Bertha 
and Daisy. . 

The Colliers: Vera, Verda, Elma, Farrel, 
I believe the others started to school after 
the school was moved. 

Uncle Pink’s children: Pink, Gene, Alma, 
Bird and Myrtie. 

The Stiffs: Troy and Eugene. 

The Stephens: Florence, Mae and Ester; 
Ruth Balch; The Walls: Minnie and Tom: The 
Bryants: Novella, Tommie and Maud: The 
Garners, there were seven boys. Tommie 
Nichols, Robert, Cora and Donnie. I cannot 
remember whether Uncle Matt’s boys came at 
the same time I did. They were Alf and Matt, 
there was also Atlas. Most of the ones I have 
named here I recall clearly being in school 
with. 

There were the Blacks. 

The Lindberghs came from across Village 
Creek and when the creek was down they could 
walk across it on rocks; every time I .ever 
tried to cross it this way I slipped on a 
slick rock and managed to end up wet from 
head to foot, but then I) Was:imore awkward 
than most folks. I remember hearing some of 
the grown people comment on how neat and 
elean those children kept themselves even 
though they crossed the creek everyday. We 
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ys. came in from school and took off our 
1001. clothes, and hung them on a nail and 
t on our everyday clothes as our washing 
s done at the branch a good quarter of a 
ile away On a rub board and I do remember 
having wooden tubs. I don’t know whether 
Bose wooden tubs were originally for that 
Jurpose or if my father sawed a barrel in 
Bio, we always left the tubs with water in 
them to keep them from falling to staves. 
Later we got. zinc tubs and brass rub boards. 
There was a lot of work to that washing pro- 
cess even tho my daddy usually had some woman 
to do the most part of the work. We as child- 
ren usually enjoyed going to the wash place, 
as it was called. We helped keep the fire 
going around the old big black wash pot where 
the water was heated to wash the clothes and 
where all the white clothes were boiled and 
any of the colored clothes that refused to 
come clean by first soaking and then rubbing. 
ne thing I remember clearly was that most of 
the Colored clothes:iran the colors together 
it not handled very carefully. I don’t be- 
lieve there were many color fast materials 
made then. Our: mother always insisted that 
every new. garment be soaked in cold water and 
I believe salt. The people who did this work 
tried to keep the colors fast too and usually 
were good at such things. We always helped 
fill the pot and, tubs with water from the 
branch... Our wash place was by a bend in the 
branch where the water was deeper than in 
jOther places and hardly ever dried up. When 
this did happen the wash place had to be 
Moved farther down tne branch and farther 
from home. Often we had water that we caught 
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during rains from the house tops and then 
our washimg could be done at home. We had a 
good well of water which furnished plenty of 
water, but it turned our clothes yellow and 
Mamma couldn’t tolerate dingy clothes. Papa 
did all he could to make the work as easy as 
possible and that was as easy as it could be 
made. In this wonderful age that we now live 
with running water, electricity, washers and 
dryers, it’s hard to comprehend that such as 
that was as good as ,could be had not too 
many years ago. I remember that a beautiful 
sunshiny day was chosen for wash day and the 
first clothes washed, which were the white 
ones, were hung out at the branch to dry and 
if the day was pretty enough all the clothes 
were hung out there, but if not the last 
ones were carried to the house to be dried. 
One job that always had to be done just be- 
fore night was to go to the branch or wher- 
ever the clothes were hung and bring them in. 
Mamma always warned us not to drag them on 
the ground and get them dirty. 

Papa usually got us yellow bar soap to 
wash with but we usually had homemade soap 
to wash the work clothes in. The bar soap 
just didn’t get them a@8 clean as Manne 
wanted them. 

Why I got off on this when I was talking 
about the boys and girls I went to school 
with I don’t know, but I must tell about 
making soap. We had three open fireplaces in 
our house and papa always had oak trees cut 
and brought to the house. The woodpile was 
always there and always huge. I took it for 
granted and if I ever thought of the hard 


work that it took 7] can’ bt recall 2c. oo 
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th is I just never knew that it took hard 
ork. It seems that our parents shielded us 
rom hard work and all other evils as much as 
possible, 

We always had good fires in winter time 
and of course the ashes had to be taken up 
everyday. These ashes were put under a shed 
where they could not be rained on or get wet. 
Nhen spring came, these ashes were put in 
barrels that let water seep out at the bottom 
and water was poured on the ashes from the 
top of the barrels, not too much at a time. 
This usually took several days and the water 
hat came out at the bottom was red and I was 
told that it was lye water. When the water 
that was running through the barrels and it 
eems that it was called the **hopper’’ 
KGuess I’11l1 be corrected on some of these 
sayings by people; there will stidl be a few 
around who have a more vivid memory of- these 
things.) became just like water instead of 


; , ; 
rtolored there was no more need of distilling 


further and then was the time to start making 
the soap or maybe I should say time for the 
hrext step in making the soap as each process 
Was an essential step in its making. The 
solored water was put in the wash pot. My, 
the uses this pot was put to. A fire was 
built around it. It’s easy to see why people 
aad so much outdoors work. When the water 
hecame boiling hot, lard that had been saved 
yver tie “last. time that soap had been made 
and that must have been the year before - 
this lard was saved from any extra fat from 
| sheep or whatever had been killed 
was mixed with the water 
until the mixture 



































108s, cows, 
bn the farm - enough 
and boiled. It took hours, 
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boiled. It took hours, until the mixture be- 
came a thick white mass. The ones who were 
making it seemed to know just when it was 
just right for soap. It was dipped up and. 


poured into pans, tubs, and any other recep- 
tacle that would hold it and allowed to stand 
until it set. Before it became hard it was 
always cut into the shape of bars of soap. 


These bars my mother usually had put in the. 


Smokehouse in a barrel and it was used for 
all kinds of cleaning that was difficult. 


Sometimes it took several days to make all 


the soap. 

Well, whatever got me off on this subject 
when I started off on how so many of the 
children got to school, unless it was how I 
managed always to get dirty while so many of 
the others came through the school day look- 
ing as starched and neat as they started out 
in the morning. 

We lived close to the river and the ones 
who came from across the river, mostly my 
Nichols cousins, always kept a boat at the 
boat landing to row across the river. The 
more I think of the things my father did 
the more I realize that he was one of the 
greatest men who ever lived. If it had been 
raining, he always went to the river at the 
time these children would be crossing it to 
see that they got over the river safely. He 
always said that river was treacheous and 
children didn’t have grown people’s heads on 
their shoulders. Everyone who came across 
that river walked at least a mile to get to 
the river, another mile to our house and then 
another mile to ‘school, and mind you that was 
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long before the day of compulsory school 
petendance. Everyone came to school everyday 
that he or she could get there. Our school 
days were days that we enjoyed for that was 
our tain social life and we did learn to read, 
write, spell, count and play together. 

One thing I remember distinctly; every 
child who lived farther from school that we 
did usually stopped by our house on their way 
home and my mother always had something 
cooked. It was usually baked sweet potatoes 
and everyone had something to eat. It had 
been a long day with plenty of exercise. The 
value of an education is not something new in 
jtoday’s world as some may be led to believe. 
People have always had a desire to know. It 
was things people have learned in the past 
‘that have made it possible for the world to 
make so much progress in learning that has 
ipeen made in the past few years. 

Our school was the church and there was a 

pot-bellied stove in the center of the room. 

| My brothers would usually leave early in the 
jmorning to get to school in time to take the 

lashes out and build a fire. I can remember 
four fathers hauling pine knots and rich kind- 

ling to the school so that getting a fire 
going was not too much of a job, and we al- 
ways had coal to burn during the day. Our 
‘fathers usually went together and after the 
crops were laid by, they went to Village 
Creek and dug the coal out of the banks of 
They hauled it to the school and 
ook it as a matter of fact that 
f kindling and 

















ithe creek. 

mr for one t 
/there would always be plenty oO 
coal rOT good fires at school. 


There were three sets of windows on each 





Side of the church and a blackboard between 
each of the windows. There were four of these 
blackboards. They were made out of smooth 
pine and the places they were fitted together 
made it easy to keep your work straight when 
it was your time to go to the board to work 
arithmetic or diagram sentences. I always 
loved to go to the blackboard and I always 
tried to beat the others to get throu ee 
first. Sometimes I did and sometimes I didnt 
We always had chalk and our teacher tried to 
see that we didn’t waste it. 

The prettiest work I can remember anywhere 
in school was done right there. We learned to 
diagram sentences. That old ‘“*‘Emerson and 
Bender Grammar’’ is still a book that could 
be used to teach just plain English Grammar. 
Something every boy and girl should have is a 
good course in this to their benefit. Arith- 
metic problems were good looking worked out 
on those boards but the ones who had gone far 
enough to study algebra could really make 
their work showy on those boards. It..jus@ 
Seemed to make the -work easier when you had a 
Chance to write it so all could see. I remen- 
ber watching the big boys and girls working 
those algebra problems and diagramming those 
sentences and I had awe and respect for their 
know-how, so when I finally reached that 
Stage in my schooling, I really tried hard 
for I knew younger eyes were watching me just . 
aS I had watched the ones before me. : 

If I remember correctly, our parents paid 
So much tuition for each child and they 
bought all our books and that chalk we all 
enjoyed using. 

I recall my father talking to my mother 
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after he and Mr. Sam Goolsby and Mr. C. L. 
King had been into the County Board of Educa- 
tion that the county would pay $10 a month on 
the teacher’s salary. That was a big help as 
it would make the tuition less_ that our 
parents paid. $20 or $25 was all a teacher 
received a month. They usually paid $8 and 
$10 for board. 

Several of the teachers stayed with us, 
but we were such a big family until it was 
hard for us and the teacher I’m afraid. I’ll 
never forget one who stayed at our house. He 
was a fine fellow and helped my brothers with 
all their work and my parents liked him very 
much. While he was teaching the County Super- 
intendent of Education, I think it was Mr. 
Hewett, came to visit our school. He must 
have been very conscientious in his work for 
he drove a beautiful black horse? to a one- 
seated buggy . and tied it to an oak tree by 
the church. Osa Belle Goolsby, Mammie Cooper 
and I chose that for a good time to get to- 
gether and do a lotof giggling and talking. 
I think we must have kept it up all the time 
he was there and that night the teacher, Mr. 
Felix Moore, told on me at the supper table. 
I did not get a paddling as I deserved, but 
rT? 11 tell ‘You this the next time he came, or 
anyone else for that matter, T*didn’t do any 
Cutting up. 

These are the teachers that taught here, 
matter I started to school and I went as long 
as the school stayed at the church! (The next 
school I went to was Alabama College, Monte- 
inet) Os) ) 

Miss Julia Williams,who is still libvehine . 

Mrs. Alice Howard, a widow with a boy, 
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Charley; she married Mr. Tom Reaves while she 
was teaching there. She later adopted a 
daughter, Lizzie, who was one of my best 
girlhood friends. 

Mr. Felix Moore, Mr. Gaither Hamrick, who 
had a beautiful wife and daughter, Lillian. 

My brother, Dexter Nichols, who was a 
wonderful teacher then, even tho he had all 
his brothers and sisters who were old enough 
to go to school. | 

A Mr. Johnson, Miss Agnes Davidson, who 
married Mr. Crocker who lived at Palos. She 
fecstilinviviog: 

Miss Elizabeth Christlieb, who is stilg 
teaching in the Jefferson County School sys- 
tem. 

I believe these are the only teachers we 
had while I was going to school here. Miss 
Elizabeth was the last teacher here. After 
school closed for that term, the children 
were transferred to Porter. There had been a 
new three-room school house built according 
to the best plans for a school building, and 
I recall that there was a good library with 
books, and I think I read each and every One™ 
of them. I did not ever attend school there 
but I taught there. To give you some idea of 
the period of time, I will say that the day 
The Armistice was signed that ended World War 
One; I took my children, the first and second 
grades, out under a big poplar tree by the 
school house when the whistles started blow- 
ing from every place that there was a whis- 
tle, and we all felt the impressive import- 
ance of what that meant. We knew within 
reason that it meant the wdr was over as We 
had been expecting this moment for days. 
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_ When the second world war in Europe ended 
that day I took my children the first, second 
and third grades under a poplar tree at the 
Same spot. It must have been a grandson or 
daughter of the ones that we stood under dur- 
ing the first world war. As the building that 
I had taught in then had been destroyed by 
fire, another had been built which was comp- 
lletely destroyed by a toronado, after which 
ithe third one was built that saw the end of 
Porter School’s history, as Porter was moved 
ito Colley School. Am I rambling? Excuse me, 
please, maybe it’s due to the fact I’m get- 
‘ting old. 

When the Korean War ended I took my child- 
iren to the same spot and told them a little 
history as I had lived it during the two pre- 
vious wars. 

One thing that I loved best in school was 
i‘recess’. My, how everyone played. When we 
could get a ball, it was ball: hide and seek, 
Or I-spy, statue, poison, stealing sticks. 
| My brothers seemed always to be able to 
ifurnish a ball. Mamma knitted their socks and 
jour stockings, and when they were worn out 
they could be ravelled out and the wool 
‘thread used to make the ball. Where in the 
world a piece of rubber came from that was 
necessary for the center of the ball is some- 
thing I don’t know, but I imagine Papa got it 
in town when he got the other things that we 
could not grow or produce on the farm. The 
piece of rubber was the center and the wool 
‘thread was wound around this until a good 
size ball was made or until the thread gave 
‘out, then a needle and thread was borrowed 
‘from the Sewing machine drawer and the ball 
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waS sewead all Over to keep it from ravellin 
out. The boys made their bats and they were 
good ones too, nice and round and hewed down 
at one end to fit the hand. For the younger 
batters there was a flat board hewed off at 
one end to make it easy to hold. I never 
graduated from that flat board. It seemed I 
just never could hit a ball with a round bat. 

In order to get to bat we had to catch a 
fly and that was really lots of fun, although 
I never had much luck at that but hoping that 
I might made it a great pastime. The batter 
Who had his fly caught gave up his bat and 
went to the field to catch flies. Some of the 
batters really could knock that ball a long 
way off and sometimes the sewing on the ball 


Started unravelling in the air, and if some 
of the good batters had hit it, it looked 


like a kite sailing through the air, the tail 
getting longer and longer. Such a thing as 
that happening usually signalled the end of 
the ball game. The wool was carefully gather- 
ed up and carried home to be remade. I be- 
lieve we called this ball game ‘one-eyed-cat’ 
as there were the batter’s base and another 
base some distance from the batter’s base. 
When the batter hit the ball he must run to 
this base and back to batter’s base, of 
course If his ball is caught he Went ue 
the field and the catcher got to go up to 
bat. If the batter were tagged with the ball 
before he got back home, the tagger got to 
bat and the tagged got the field. This game 
gave everyone a chance to play and hope for a 
place at the bat. 


We also played a game of ball where we 


chose sides. Two choosers would choose the 


players. Remember I’m talking about a school 
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that was so small, we were apt to lack enough 
ylayers instead of having some left over 
fatter the teams were chosen. In order to see 
who was to be first chooser which was import- 
ant as the best players were usually chosen 
the bat was thrown out and one of the choosers 
caught it in one hand; then began the process 
of putting hands around the bat, each chooser 
having his turn until the last hand takes the 
top of the bat. He got to choose first- and by 
the time two teams are chosen everyone in 
School is chosen. We played ball with bases 
very much like ball is played today. Of 
course we made our own rules and we changed 
them at will, both sides agreeing on the 
rules. We never heard the word sportmanship, 
but I do believe we instinctively knew what 
it was and tried to live UDe CO, bt. 

There was something else we girls loved to 
do and that was climb trees and get in the 
top of the tree and swing the top out. We’d 
never heard of Tarzan as Robert brought our 
first Tarzan book home with him from Blounts- 
ville, an agriculture school established by 
the State. The name of the book was ‘Tarzan 
of the Apes.’ It was a great favorite among 
all the people of the community and I think 
every family had that book in its home be- 
fore it tinally came home, very much worn, 
but I’ve always said books were made to be 
read and not left on a shelf. I was always an 
avid reader and I have no idea how many times 
I have read that book. 

Going back to those trees, sometimes it 
ould be hard for Papa to drive home when 
he’d been to Palos, Adamsville or some other 
place with the mules and wagon. We usually 
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tried to stay in hearing of the bell at 
school. We would be joyously riding a tree. 
top when the bell rang for classes and we 
hurried to school. We had school in winter, 
then it was closed for planting season and 
then when the crops were laid by we went back 
to school in the summer and closed again when 
it was time to gather the crop and pick 
cotton. The best I remember was that we had 
four months winter term and two months 
summer. I don’t know how we managed to learn 
to read and write but we did as I Can not 
recall a single boy or girl who lived there 
growing up and not knowing how to réad and 
write. 

When the school was moved to Porter the 
term was continuous as most of the children’s 
parents were miners and there was no nec- 
essity for breaking up the school so that the 
children could help with farm work. The 
school term became longer and the teacher’s 
pay better as each man who worked at the 
mines was cut through the office a dollar and 
a quarter a month to help support the school. 
The men who operated the mines helped to see 
that their men’s children had a good school. 

This church has had a lasting influence on 
the lives of the people who lived here, on 
the adults who came to worship, on the child- 
ren who did the same on Sundays and then went 
to school during the week. At one time there 
was a Masonic Lodge here but I let the members 
pass away before I found out much about it. 
Upstairs there were two rooms just like the 
Masonic Lodge today and a chest full of the 
equipment that every Masonic Lodge has. What- 
ever became of those things I don’t know. I 
also know that I heard some of the members 
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say that they tried meeting in a store house 
not far up the road before this church was 
built and as Soon as the church was built the 
meeting place was changed to the church as I 
said it was built for the purpose of having 


a Masonic Lodge upstairs. 


I wrote to the Grand Lodge at Montgomery 
to try to find out something about the Lodge 
here, and eventually received the information. 


Everyone went to church when there was a 
church service. Preaching service was once a 
month every fourth Sunday at one time I re- 
call. It was tooked forward to by the whole 
community and we had Sunday School every 
Sunday. That was looked forward to, too. 
I remember distinctly when it was decided to 
order literature for the young people but 


‘the adults stuck to the study of the Bible 


for sometime until it was decided to order 
Adult Literature. It came from the Baptist 
Sunday School Board at Nashville just as i. 
does today. Nobody thought of hurrying away 


from church when the services were over and 


often the visiting lasted almost as long as 
the church services. Yes, the church was a 


great influence in our lives. 
I can see my mother, Mrs. Goolsby, and 
other mothers now sitting in the cnurch hold- 


-ing a baby, who wore a dress white and beau- 





tifully made and that baby’s dress almost 
reached the floor as it lay in their laps. 

There was a preacher who came through 
occasionally who was called. the Circuit 
Rider. It seems that he came every three 
months. 

There were three denominations held ser- 
vices in the church, Baptists, Methodists 
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and Church of Christ and needless to sia” 
everyone in the community attended Ga x these 
Services. I knew when the Methodist preacher. 
came that that was the preacher and church 
favored by Uncle Tom’s family and when the 
Church of Christ had services that was the 
one favored by Uncle Matt’s family and when | 
the Baptist came that was our preference as 
WaS also Uncle Alfred’s and Uncle Pink’s 
family. 

The very day I wrote this Mrs. Yarbrough 
called me in the morning and told me that 
Myrt (Mrs. Claude) Whatly had passed away 
unexpectedly. Mrs. Dowdy a life long friend 
was visiting her and Claude, and they were 
Planning on visiting friends in Labuco, when 
She passed away. Myrt and J] were great 
friends in our childhood and had remained so 
throughout the years. She had been in terr- 
ible health for a quarter of a century but 
never once did I ever see her down hearted 
or discouraged. She kept a great outlook to 
the very last. 


HOMECOMING AND MEMORIAL, 1963 


One of the big events that has been an 
annual event of the church has been held on 
the second Sunday in May and has been held 
every year Since my baby sister, Estella 
died, September 25, 1909 and was held before 
this time, I am sure. We called it Decoration 
Day then. Everyone who could possibly get 
here who had ever lived around here came. 


After the years it has been called ‘ ‘Home- 
coming and Memorial.’’ 


The cemetary and church are given a thor- 
ough cleaning and all the graves are decor- 
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rated. It is beautiful to see the flowers 
after the graves are decorated. There is 
never a grave that is left undecorated. Some 
whose people are all entirely gone or are 
too far away to get back. Before the days of 
florists and some years the flowers around 
here had bloomed and gone, it was always that 
every grave had flowers on it even though it 
was only one rose or flower. 

This year the cemetary is very pretty as 
it is easy to get flowers both artificial 
and natural and I must say there has been a 
great improvement in the artificial flowers. 
They do not fade under the weather so easily 
and stay pretty and attractive a long time. 

This year we had two new things added to 
the church, a new piano and a new library 
‘‘Birdie Liberman Nichols Library’’. Either 
one would be a credit to a church and commu- 
nity much, much larger than ours. 

Mother’s Day Memorial Day, 1963 

We had a fairly large crowd of people 
yesterday but not nearly as large as we 
expected. The weather was ideal but the ugly 
trouble that had been fomented between the 
negroes and whites and had errupted into a 
‘race riot in Birmingham the night before 
oa! many away. They must to have figured 
ithat it was safer to stay at home. I am sure 
that many are as confused about all this 
‘turmoil as I am, and wonder in their hearts 
what it’s all about. Where have we failed 
‘and why. 
| I am going to try to list the people who 
came yesterday. I am sure I will ieave out 
some but not intentionally. 

Hobart and Lucy Black. Hobart was the 
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““‘Man of the year in Western Jefferso 
County’’ last year and Lucy was always behind 
his good work that won him this honor. 

Our pastor, Brother Frank Bailey and his 
wife and baby. 

Birgie Higgins, Lurley and his family. 

Curtis and Bertha Blackston and their 
family who is still at home. 

Avery and Catherine Hicks. 

Most of the Hicks boys and their families. 

Joseph Alexander and his good looking red 
headed grandson. 

Louis and Rufus Collier. 

Ozella and Travis Jones. How beauttrful and 
queenly Ozella looked. I believe the Harkey 
girls have the most beautiful hats and clothes ; 
and wear them better than almost any one 1a 
know. . 

Mrs. Nina Harkey. . 

Grace, I must get a complete list. 

All my life.we have lived by the negroes & 
‘and it never seemed that we mistreated them — 
and I know they never mistreated us. It seemS ~ 
to me that there was a great deal of poverty 
and deprivation on both sides. The effects of 
the Civil War and Reconstruction dealt a | 
terrible blow to everyone here in the South, 
and the retribution from the north has never 
let up. It seems that the world wars we have 
engaged in did not leave hatred and scars 
that the Civil War did. It must be that when 
trouble comes up in a family the scars and 
wounds are deeper and more lasting than when 
it comes up between aliens. r 

I must tell about what happened during 
the worst of the trouble in Birmingham. Ed 
Wrichtrhase been ODz faithful friend eves 
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since we came back here. He was helping us 
get things cleared up for Memorial and Home- 


asleep. Ed said, ’’ Don’t disturb him, let 
him rest and get well if he Will’’ and after 
@ pause, ‘‘Somehow I don’t think I want to 
ive if he don’t‘ ‘, 

I do wish I could find out more about the 

Masonic Lodge that was here a long time ago: 

his I do know about it, Miss Monnie Williams 


of the church as it was built for that pur- 
pose. I can remember a meeting of many lodges 
there and every tree had a horse and buggy 
tied to it. We children had a way of seeing 
all these things. I recall seeing men sitting 
in that upstairs place. It was kept locked 
and we were not permitted to go upstairs. 
Somehow we felt that it was filled with 
BPosts and we didn’t have a very strong 
desire to get up there. That meeting must 
have been the last held there for the Lodge 
was moved. Miss Julia Williams told me that 
it was moved across the river to either 
Freewill, Palos, or Coal Creek. Miss Julia 
cOld me that her father, John E. Williams, 
grandfather Calvary Williams and Uncle John 
McWilliams and my Uncle Alfred Nichols and 
She believed Uncle Tom Nichols were members. 
There were others but she could not think of 
them. 


This I remember, Robert, Maggie and [ 
became brave one day and somehow opened the 
door at the head of the stairs and went “fp. 
The arrangement up there was just like a. 
Masonic Lodge is arranged today and there 
was a chest full of the things like Masons — 
wear today. I know because I tried some of 
them on. All those things disappeared and JI 
imagine they were Carried to the Lodge the 
Williamsburg Masonic Lodge affiliated with. 
i028 Pert ott the country has had a very 
interesting history, even though now every- 
thing is gone and these things are indeed 
past history. The Corporations who have 
bought most of the land around here will 
Someday develop this Dart of the country 
when it is needed. 

The last I wrote things were very diff- 
erent from what it is now. I knew George was 
Sick but somehow I would never for one min- 
ute let myself think of what everyone else 
later told me they knew. He began feeling 
not so well several years ago. Itstookeawia 
much rest for him and so often he had pains 
in his left arm and shoulder. He would sit 
up at night and rub his arms or ask me to. 
Then he had trouble digesting his food and 
SO many things he would not eat. I always 
tried to have the foods that were nourishing 
because he lost so much weight. He went ta 
the doctor and had X-rays. Everything that 
waS done only gave temporary help. The doc- 
tors found an ulcer and said his stomach was 
inflamed. He had difficulty breathing. Hew 
would go to the hospital and it seemed he 
would get better but in a short time the 
medicine he was taking seemed to have no 
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good effect. The food began more and more 
to disagree with him. : 
Only once did he let me know that he 
thought he was fighting a hopeless battle. I 
was always one to go and see about things 
outside at night. He became afraid for me to 
do that. One night when I came in he looked 
so tired and worried and said, ‘‘The only 
reason I hate to leave you so much is you 
don’t know how to take care of yourself.’’ 
One Sunday he became so much worse and 
that night he had to sit up so that he could 
breathe. I called Dr. Gaines and he tried to 
get him a bed in the hospital but couldn’t 
get one until the following day. Jean Joy 
came to take him but this time nothing they 
did for him helped. His, breathing grew stead- 
ily worse and everything he ate made him 
sick. Dr. Ross told me that he »had heart 
dropsey and Dr. Williamson said, ‘‘We’1l do 
everything we can to make him comfortable.’’ 
(On Thursday, May 30th, 1963 at 11:15 the end 


came. 
There is no way to overestimate friends. 


They did everything that was humanly possible 
for us during this time. They cleaned the 
house every foot of it, sent flowers and 
food and came to just let us know that they 
wanted to do what they could. Bell’s Funeral 
Home had charge. Mr. Miles asked us if we 
wanted the services there but the children 
agreed with me that their Daddy loved his 
home too well not to have one more wis) Toon 
it. On Friday at 2 o’clock he made his visit. 
Oh, he looked so at peace and rest. His 
flowers were really putting on a show just 
for him. On Saturday at two o’ clock the last 
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Services were held in our yard under the 
trees. All the pews from the church were. 
brought over and chairs from Bell’s and all 
Our chairs were used. Still many had to 
stand: Our friends - we thank you. Bros. 
Frank Hill, Guy Whitfield, Franklin Bailey 
conducted the services. The Masons gave 
their beautiful service. I’1ll never forget 
it. They gave it in our yard, not the ceme- 
tery, where all could hear in comfort. Mr. 
Steve Yates gave the Masonic funeral and it 
was So impressive and beautiful. After this 
the pallbearers, our nephews, Harold, Clark, 
J. T. Haywood, Buddy Williams, Clarence 
Merkel, Charles Merkel, and Kenneth Eady took 
him to the car. We were told to come back 
into the house. Later we were carried to the 
cemetery and he was there covered with 
flowers, yes to those who ask about the use 
of flowers, they help so much. Their beauty 
seems to speak of heaven. 

This is Nov. 11th and that took. Diag 
June 1st. I have been so lost and bewildered 
during this time until I could not settle 
down to this work of compiling this story of 
the most wonderful place on this earth. I am 
just now beginning to find myself; and real- 
ize that I must get about this work if I am 
ever to get it done. 

I would like to name as many of the pas- 
tors of the church as I can ‘think of. Whenes 
was a child three different denominations 
held church here. The Methodists, Christigme 
and Baptists and they got along, too. I went 
to all the services and to Savé my 7Litom 
could not tell any difference in the messages 
they brought. We were Baptists but many of 
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my best friends belonged to the other denom- 
inations. The first preacher that I can recall 
hearing was Bro. Bud Huey. He had a horse 
and buggy and always came on his day to 
preach and that was one Sunday a month. The 
other denominations had a different Sunday 
for their services. Somehow I can’t recall 
any of their names and I don’t know any one 
I could go to to find out. 


My Cousin, Amos Nichols, was another one of 
Our pastors. He preached his first sermon 
here when twelve years old and I’ve heard him 
say he had on knee pants. He became a great 
preacher and when he was scheduled to preach 
people came for miles around. He had a great 
influence on the people around here, 

Bro. Percy Bean was another preacher that 
worked faithfully around here for years. He. 
officiated at my mother’s funeral and Amos at 
my father’s, my sister-in-law, Sudie, Grover’s 
and Dexter’s and Oscar’s. He had gone to his 
reward before some of the others in the 
family passed on. 

Since writing the past few paragraphs the 
nation has had a terrible shock, not only 
the nation but the whole world. We have had 
a tragedy that most of us thought happened 
only in half-civilized countries. The Presi- 
dent of the United States was assassinated, 
John F. Kennedy. While I did not agree with 
him in many of his stands he took,especially 
against the white people of the South, I did 
not want him removed the way he was. I wanted 
to vote him out of office. It was a sad day 
mor our nation and I do wish it had not 
happened. I think he was sincere in his con- 
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victions but he just did not know the trut 
here in the South. The negroes and white 
were getting along and working together ver 
well and both races were making steady pro 
gress until outsiders came in and starte 
their campaign of hate. 





BRO. & MRS. GUY WHITFIELD. 


REV. AND MRS. ROBY BLACK. Bro. Whitfield was pastor 
Rev. Black is now pastor of Williamsburg Baptist 
of Williamsburg Bapt. Ch. Church for many years. 
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THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE, JASPER, ALABAMA, THURS- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1956 


50 PORTER CHILDREN VISIT EAGLE’ S PLANT 


Fifty Children of school and pre-school 
age accompanied by 10 adults, visited the 
plant of The Mountain Eagle Tuesday to see 
how a newSpaper is assembled and printed. 

The teachers in the group were Mrs. Bertha 
Hill who has fourth, fifth and sixth classes; 
Mrs. Bertha Smith, first, second and third 
grade at Porter’s school, Rt. 2, Adamsville. 

Larkin Deshazer, a railroad man, and these 


'PTA mothers represented the rest of the 
adults: Mrs. D. R. Bass, Mrs. P. W. Aycock, 


| 
Piremenroew -~ Kady Mrs. F. R, Elmore, Mrs. 
; 


Burgie Higgins, Mrs. John Gilley, Mrs. Acie 
Hicks, Mrs. Howard Gordon, Mrs. James McDill, 
Mrs. George Sanders, Mrs. Earl Kennerly, 
Mrs. B.‘D. Eddings, Mrs. John Green. 


PRE 
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THREE R’S IN A TWO-ROOM SCHOOL 


Claang! Claang! - Remember how you used to 
beg for permission to ring the school bell? 
It’s still a treat for Larry Bass and Lila 
Reese Duke at Porter Elementary School. 
Remember, too, those endless trips to the 
water barrel and turns at shoveling coal 
into thé pot-bellied stove? For a pictorial 
day at a rural two-room school now in session 
within the shadows of the Magic City’s mod- 
ern school system, turn to Page 21-A. 


THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS, SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 1956 
By: Barbara Beens and Lewis Arnold 
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DESPITE CROWD, LEARNING IS FUN AT PORTER 
SCHOOL 


















The ‘‘school days’’ grandfather and grand- 
mother knew still exist in Jefferson County. 
Only minutes from downtown Birmingham, 47 
appy-go-lucky youngsters skip each day to a 
little, white frame, two-room schoolhouse at 
Porter. 
| There is a teacher for each room. One is 
Mrs. Bertha Smith, the principal, and the 
Dther is Mrs. Bertha Hill. 
| They compensate the lack of some modern 
teaching aids and facilities with something 
often found missing in modern schools--love 
and kindness. 
Each teacher teaches three grades simulta- 
neously. 
Porter School is located in a small, 
former mining community, which now has no 
industry to call its own, except for one 
sawmill. 
Yet, 300 white persons make their home in 
Porter, and send their youngsters to the 
Ischool. The boys and girls attend the grammar 
school six year, then they move on to West 
Jefferson High School. 








HOW DO THEY FARE? 


How do they fare in high school? Accord- 
ing to past records, they hold their own. 
Education administered with love and kindness 
days off. 

From the first cling-clanging of the bell, 
intil the shouting of goodbyes in the after- 
hoon, the jolly pupils learn their lessons 
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unaware of the difference to their school a 
other bigger schools. 

School life at Porter is covered wit 
cheerful informality missing in the urba 
classrooms. F 

At lurfch time, a spirited occasion, the 
children take their food from the tiny kit- 
chen where it is prepared to their desks, 

The teachers help them butter their bread, 
and the friendliness spreads like the soft, 
creamy butter. 


RECESS PLAY 


As at all schools, there is recess. And 
the children know that a ball isn’t always 
necessary to have fun. A piece of glass and 
lines drawn in the dirt make for a merry 
game of hop-scotch. And what’s wrong with 
‘‘flying Dutchman,’’ or ‘‘drop the handker- 
chiet.7¥ 

Grandpe and grandma built strong legs and — 
Spirits with tae games. 

A highlignt of the whole school week comes 
on Friday afternoon when the youngsters stage 


their own s-ssion of the ‘‘Mickey Mouse 
Cluo.- 

In an uninhibited atmos;,here, any youngal 
ster who so desires can Hop up and perform 


to his heart’s conten . 

And there are spuesling bees, the good 
‘‘old fashioned’’ kind. | 

Sometimes, when the local water pressure 
may feel a little bit lazy, the children fold 
paper cups from a piece of tablet paper and 
congregate at a water barrel at the front of 
the room. 
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For every deprivation, there is a compen- 
sating favor for the pupil as an individual. 
Yes, Porter might be somewhat different 
from other schools around here today, but 
the pupils don’t know it. They’ re too happy. 
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~ [PORTER SCHOC 


wm Fripp 


BERTHA SMITH, PRINCIPAL 
BERTHA HILL, TEACHER 
at Porter School. 
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. 3-18-50 0 
Doll Girl | 


Nannette Green, 8, was winner of a doll 
contest sponsored at Porter School for the 
March of Dimes Campaign. The contest netted 
$35 for the polio drive. Nannette is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Green of Porter. 





SCHOOL DAYS 1957-58 


Porter 


NANNETTE GREEN 
15 YEARS OLD 


NANNETTE GREEN 
75 years old 
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THE POST HERALD, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1963 
Lucille Wenger taught at Porter School 1944-45 


TEACHES SIGHT SAVING CLASS - Mrs. Lucille 
Wenger, who teaches the sight saving class at 
Gibson School, hopes to use the posters she 
is showing and knowledge gained at Peabody 
College this summer to make her teaching more 
effective. 





LUCILLE WENGER 
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SIGHT SAVING CLASS TEACHER IS DEDICATEL 


A special type of dedication is required 
to teach the partially seeing child. 

‘“*Any teacher can teach the normal seeing 
Children,’’ says Mrs. Lucille Wenger, who 
teaches the sight saving class at Gibson 
School, ‘‘but it takes someone who under- 
Stands the individual students problems to 
teach the partially seeing.’’ 

Teaching these children has been a life’s 
ambition for this dedicated lady who has had 
‘fa slight visual problem’’ herself. 

‘*You have to really be interested in the 
children,’’ she says, because of the tremen- 
dous extra load of work required. ‘‘A dedi- 
cated teacher doesn’t mind the work.’’ 


ONLY ONE 


There is only one sight saving class in 
the Birmingham city schools at present and 
Mrs. Wenger will have 14 students this year-- 
the maximum number set by the state board of 
education. 

To qualify for this class, the child must 
have ‘ ‘enough useful vision to use large 
print’’ if he can’t read the regular nrioe 
in a book. 

Mrs. Wenger taught two years in the Jeffer- 
son County school system, three in Franklin 
County and one year as a home teacher for 
the blind in the state. 

She started.teaching,. this class oleae. 
January. She is a graduate of Howard College 
and did graduate work at the University of 
Pennsylvania in teaching of the blind and in 
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social work. 


ATTENDING PEABODY 


This Summer she has been at Peabody 

College in Nashville taking additional 
courses in the partially seeing work. 
' ‘*T hope to encourage people in the com- 
munity to do extra typing’’ using typewriters 
the schools have using the special large type 
required, she said. 

The teacher watches each child and either 
changes the type of activity or makes them 
rest when fatigue sets in. 


FOURTEEN PUPILS 


Mrs. Wenger will have three first grade 
students; two each im the second and third 
grades; three each in the fifth and sixth 
and one in the eighth grade. 

There is no program in Birmingham for 
high school students, other than to get them 
the large print books. 

Mrs. Wenger also uses a tape recorder, 
talking books, special maps and other mate- 
rials suited to this group. 

Her students receive arithmetic, reading, 
spelling, health and this year she will add 
geography. They go in with regular classes 
for art and music and go to movies with other 
students. Those who are old enough to go to 
home economic and shop classes. 

The classroom now has a dictionary in 
large type and Mrs. Wenger plans to have the 
World Book Encyclopedia in large type by 
January. 
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MAJOR OBJECTIVE 


A major objective of Mrs. Wenger’s Summer 
studies at Vanderbilt was to learn ways to 
help get her students into the regular class- 
room. 

As she helps the regular teachers to take 
these children, then she will be able to use 
her room aS a resource room -- for the chil- 
dren to come to only when they need special 
help. 

More qualified teachers are needed for 
these children, she said. But, these are hard 
to find since the state requires they have 
five years experience plus a certain number 
of hours of graduate study in their field, 
in. addition to the personality qualifications. 
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‘This is just one of the programs of Porter 
School. 


GRADUATION EXERCISES 
6th GRADE 
Porter School 
May 24th 7 o’clock 1955 


Prelude 
President of Class Eugene McKinney 
Invocation Rev. E. F. Hill 


Opening Song ‘*God of Mercy, God of Grace’’ 


Salutatorium Patsy Sims 
Song “*A Happy Wanderer’’ 
Valedictorium Rosemary Thomas 
Class Poem Pam Eddings 
Song ‘“*Boats of Mine’’ 
Class History Jimmie Lou Drawhorn 
Class Will Mark Buzbee 
Song A Sea Chantey... ‘‘Old Man Noah’’ 
Class Prophecy Pauline Reid 
Song ‘“*‘Some Folks Do’’ 
Class Motto ‘*The Mountain Trail’’ 


by Sarah Sanders, Larry Reid, Marguerite 
Smith 


Presentation of Awards Mrs. Smith 
Closing Song mwook Lor the Beautiful’? 
Postlude 

Ushers Hazel Sanders, Betty Bass, 


Marybeth McElroy, and Linda Reid 
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2-24-60 
Dr. McWhorter came today and told us that 
there were seven cases of hepatitis at Cooley 
and one at West Jefferson. She told us how 
to recognize it and what to do to try to 
keep it from spreading. Here’s hoping we 
don’t get it. Today is beautiful but the 
forecast is sleet and snow. We’ve really had 
a bad winter. Last week when they thought we 
were going to have a bad snow, the County 
Board of Education ordered the schools to be 
closed so that the children could get home 
before the roads iced over. Mr. Green, came 
after Nannette and he stuck his head in the 
door and said, ‘‘Mrs. Smith, they’ re ordered 
the schools closed down at eleven o’clock.’’ 
Later while I was getting the children ready 
to catch the bus, Patti Griffin said to me, 
‘rs. Smith, the schools have been closed 
down, I’1ll never learn to read.’’ 


Oo ee 
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THE PEOPLE LIVING HERE NOW 


Since the mines have closed and there are 
no works near here, most of the families have 
moved away. Here are the families living here 
now. We began with the family living the 
fartherest away and counted each one follow- 
ing until we came to Village Creek and the 
Warrior River. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson (Nellie Hicks) and 
their daughter Doris Ann. 

Mr. and Mrs. Junior (Yvonne) Glover and 
their children, Diane, Donnie, and Mikie. 

Mrs. Monnie Higgins and her sister Connie 
Robbins, and brother Hershel Robbins. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Lee Forrester (Nadine 
Robbins) and daughter Linda Lee, and Nadine’s 
sister Mrs. Vivian Meeks. 

Mrs. Aucie (Lula Higgins) Smith and her 
children Lee, George, Geraldine, Marguerite, 
Reba, Alvis, and Janice. 

Mrs. Will (Linda Blackston) Hicks and her 
daughter Amy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy (Dorothy Lawrence) Hicks 
and their children, Ronald (Ronnie), Dewey, 
Charlie Sanders. 

Mr. and Mrs. Acie (Dorothy Bunn) Hicks 
and their children, Ronald (Ronnie) Dewey, 
and Danny. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grady (Beatrice Bunn) Hicks 
and their children, Nancy, David, Lorri and 
Bruce. 

Mrs. Belton (Vernie Blackston) Hicks and 
her children, Buddy and Emily. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl (Ida Lou) Williams and 
their children Faye, Herbert, Joyce, Lester, 
Martha, and Mann. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jerry (Sandra Gordon) 
Williams and their children. 


Mrs. John (Mavis Cunningham) Cooper and 


her boys Harrel and Alvin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank (Opal) Woodruff and 
their children, Tommy, Rodney, Mary Homer 
and Teresa, Sandra is married to Don Price. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hobart (Lucy) Black. 

Mr. Birgie Nichols. 

Mrs. George J. (Bertha Nichols) Smith. 

Mrs. Annie (Currier) Collier. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Waggoner and their 
children, Tommy, George, Virginia, Patricia, 
William, Kathy, and Sue. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred (Flossie) Collier and 
their grandchildren, Brenda, David, Billy 
and Ronnie. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben (Minnie Lee) Eddings, 
Jr. and their children, Buddy, Margie, Becky, 
Leo, Pam who married John Collier and their 
children. 

Mr. Ben Eddings, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles (Claudine) Cooper. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Buzbee and their child- 
ren, Sonny, Kenneth and Randy. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. C. (Audrey Donaldson) 
Thomas and their children, Bobby, Teresa and 
Butch. 

Mrs. Granny Gordon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kennerly and daughters, 
Charlotte and Juanita who married Doug Vines. 

Mr. and Mrs. William (Carolyn Bass) Powell 
and their children, Pamela and Gene. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas (Grace Burnette) Hicks 
and their children, Tommy, Ricky, Debbie, 
Sherry and George. 

Mr. and Mrs. James (Viola Burnette) Lucas 
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and children Gary and Arthur. 

Mr. and Mrs. Olis (Emily) Thomas and 
children, Robert, Ronnie, and Marie. 

Mr. and Mrs. James (Adell) Griffin and 
children, Patty, Vickie and Jimmy. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Greer and John &E. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burgie (Lurley Hicks) Higgins 
and children, Robert, Wayne, Andy, Gary, 
Rodney, Johnny, Loretta, Helen and Charles 
Lawrence, Doris and Clarence Lively, Edna 
Mae and James Alexander, Gaynell and Edwin 
Lingo, Peggy Sue and Charles Blanchard. 

Mrs. Roy West. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard (Janie) Dollar and 
children, Janie, Shirley, Mike, Bernice, 
Philip, Marce, Paul, Carlotta, Marlin, Bonnie 
and Mr. and Mrs. Euel Dollar. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond (Flora Mae) Eady and 
children, Kenneth who married Jean Black, 
and their children, Chuck, Lynn and Baby. 
Gene who married Rosa Nell and their children. 
Mary who married Billy Burchfield. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Aycock and children 
Nell who married Jimmy Tuggle. They have one 
child Rhonda and a daughter who married 
Scottie Lynn. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Sanders and children, 
Doris, Sarah, Hazel, George, Gary, Jimmy who 
married Lenie, Joan, Gloria Faye who married 
Charles Calhoun, Geneva who married Ernie 
Moore. 

Mrs. Sylvia Clemons and children Christina, 
Mike, Phillips and Marty Beth. 

Mr. & Mrs. John Rainwater. 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rogers and daughter, 
Peggy. 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Morris Crumley. 
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REMINISCING - By the Author i 
ae. 

Adamsville, Alabama 
R..F. DU #2 


I’m principal of Porter School in Jeffer- 
son County, Alabama, and live with my husband 
on a farm near Warrior River in the western 
section of Jefferson County. My hobbies are 
flower growing and tending to my many pets, 
which include cats, dogs and many species of 
fowls. I had suspected foul play, by uniden- 
tified culprits, among my fowls for several 
weeks. Early in the morning of Friday, August 
24, I heard a commotion down in the chicken 
yard. The chickens, ducks, geese and guineas 
were making a din of noises along with the 
peacock who was honking like a sea Lome has 
tiptoed stealthily into the chicken yard 
where I spied a huge chicken hawk sitting 
under a mimosa tree holding my favorite 
bantam hen in its talons. The hawk had seem- 
ingly decided that the bantam was too heavy 
to carry away and that he would dine right 
there under the tree. AS I came nearer to 
the scene the hawk attempted to fly away 
with its prey, but at the height of about 
twenty feet my little hen struggled free and 
fell to the ground. The hungry marauder, 
determined not to miss his dinner, reversed 
his course and swooped right back -onto the 
back of the chicken as it ran toward me for 
protection. A spJit second after the hawk 
again pounced upon my little bantam I became 
an active participant in the melee and rose 
to my feet with both wings of the hawk firmly 
gripped in my hands. I ran at a fast pace 
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toward the house screaming for help. My 
husband, Mr. Sam Blackston, and Miss Amie 
Hicks came rushing to me and rendered val- 
uable assistance right at the time it seemed 
that I would have to let the vicious hawk 
go free. My husband got its feet in one hand 
and its head in the other and stretched its 
neck as Mr. Blackston decapitated its head 
with his pocket knife. My little pet bantam 
had flown-hastily back to the house and to 
my knowledge never feeds any more down around 
the big mimosa tree. 

My husband’s hogs had a delicacy for 
dinner that day. 

The above named people may all be con- 
tacted at Adamsville, Alabama, Rt. 2, and 
will be delighted to verify this incident 
Personally, I feel that this feat has never 
been duplicated by another human being. 


o—- 1-60 


Today it must be spring, my feet have 
been sore this afternoon. It has really been 
one more winter. The weather began cold in 
October and except for a few days at a time 
it has been cold ever since. I can’t recall 
such a bad winter. I know we’ve had spells 
as bad but there would always be a let-up 
Weeveen uie vbvHd spells. This school year 
seems like something I might wake up and 
find a dream. The afternoon I came home from 
tie Tasct uuy or Institute’ in the last of 
August or the first of September the phone 
rene ann Altice was Calrins me, trying 
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to get in touch with George so that he could 


be with Oscar at the Clinic when Dr. William- 
son told him he had cancer. The terrible 
shock. I called George, he was working on 
Hobert and Lucy Black’s house. I asked him 
to come home and go to the clinic. Which he 
did, but he never let Oscar know why he*was 
there as Robert was over there, too and went 
in with Oscar to see Dr. Williamson. The 
picture was black but Robert didn’t tell me 
then. In my heart I knew the score. Will 
there ever be a cure for cancer? It was the 
beginning of school when it was found and he 
was dead and buried by the tenth of December. 
On the twentieth of November Mrs. Hill was 
getting ready to come to school when her 
gear locked ahd Faye Thomas who was taking 
care Of Mrs. Smith while Mrs. Hill taught, 
started to bring Mrs. Hill to school when she 
caught Mrs. Hill between the two cars and 
broke her pelvis bone. Mrs. Hill was out of 
school until we came back in January. Minnie 
Lee eddings taught in Mrs. Hill’s place. 

Mrs. Smith died a few days after Mrs. Hill 
went into the hospital. She was the victim 
in the accident. This has been a year I feel 
like I am going to wake up and find it a 
dream. Maybe when I wake up Oscar will be 
here with his firm, steady step and robust 
look. 

George went to Adamsville yesterday and 
got Oscar’s marker furnished by the govern- 
ment. He put it up. I cried when I got the 
letter saying it was being shipped. 
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Today it has rained without ceasing. All 
the children except Emily were at school. 
Her mother brought her but Buddy and Emily 
took off through the woods and I guess beat 
their mother home. We called the attendance 
Htticer, to see what to do about then. I 
guess she’1ll be here tomorrow. We have a 
visitor today, Johnnie Greer. He was not old 
enough in the number of years to go to school 
last fall but he d have been plenty able to 
learn to read. I think he enjoyed being with 
the other children. 

I can’t imagine such a thing but it really 
happened. Louis Merkel called us last. night 
and said that if we didn’t have anything 
special to do that they’d come (Louis and 
Bessie) ‘and spend the weekend with us. Some- 
thing they had never done before. Maybe 
when you get older you do things like that. 
I wonder if I will want to do things like 
that when I retire. If I thought retirement 
would make me restless, I’d be’agin it’, 
however I believe I’1ll have so much to retire 
to that I won’t have time to long for the 
things I retired from. I know I’m going to 
miss the things I’ve known all my life and 
for the most part I’ve enjoyed it. It’s 
been work, hard work, there have been many 
rewards for my labor. One ot them is what I 
see now. All the children who wait on the 
bus, lined up spelling while Dewey and Margie 
give out the words. They can spell, too. It 
is a great feeling to have a child who came 
to you without being able to read a word, put 
a book up and read, you know that you have 

109 


helped them with something that they can 
all their lives. 


Brenda and Connie were looking at @ pic-=8 
ture dictionary. They» were really enjoying — 


looking at it. There was a picture shown by 
each word. They were calling the names of 
each thing as they were looking. They came 
to a car with a picture of one by the word, 
Brenda called out ‘‘haughty mobile’’, Connie 
looked at me and said, ‘‘Mrs. Smith, did you 
hear her?’’ Then she very empathically said, 
‘*Brenda, its ’naughty mobile’.’’ 


I always have prayer every morning before 
we begin our school work. Lila Reece had 
just started to school. When we finished 
prayer and said ‘‘Amen’’, Lila Reece came 
up to me and said, ‘‘Mrs. Smith, why do you 
always say ‘I’m mean’? You’re not mean’’ 


When they first began stripping coal here 
the conpany that was doing it had a lot of 
big equipment to do the work. They were all 
called bulldozers and they all had the word 
‘‘caterpillar’’ written in big yellow letters 
across the side of them. 

In one of our third grade readers there 
was a story of a caterpillar and the word 
‘‘caterpillar’’ was used quite often through- 
out the story. When we were having a lesson 
in reading one ,of my bright third grade boys 
wanted to read the story on the caterpillar. 
He was quick and I didn’t have to help him 
muchsin his: works» He: began iat the finsivor 
the» story ‘and said; ‘*‘The; Bobidozer® siee 
‘‘The Caterpillar’’, I never said anything 
and he continued reading the whole story and 
everywhere the work caterpillar was used he 
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said ‘‘bulldozer’’. He read beautifully and 
I don’t think any other child noticed the 
substitute word. I never corrected him. I 
knew that someday he would learn ‘ ‘Cater- 
pillar was not ‘‘bulldozer’’ and I didn’t 
want to make him feel bad after reading a 
story so well. 


VOTING 


After coming home from voting last Tues- 
day, Nov. 6, 1962, I recall the time that 
my father voted when I was a child. He took 
his voting privilege very seriously and exer- 
cised this right at all times. This partic- 
ular time I retall my father must have had 
charge at the polls. A day or so before the 
day to vote he and Mr. King went to Birming- 
ham to get the ballot box and the other 
things necessary for voting. The box was a 
small black box and it was locked. It had a 
li roe stit'in- the top of the box. On the 
morning of the election everyone was up 
early, as there was work for all of us to 
do before we went to school and he went to 
the polls. The voting place was here where 
we live now. If I remember correctly there 
were eleven qualified voters in this dis- 
trict, all men, .as women did not vote then. 
It was almost dark or possibly it was dark 
when he and Mr. King came home carrying that 
little black box. I almost forgot to say 
that the eleven voters were practically all 
the men in this community -- a person wasn’t 
called a man until he was twenty-one years 
old. That little black box was put on the 
mantel and we were told not to touch it. I 
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don’t think any of us dared. To me it was | 
awe-inspiring as I heard Papa and Mr. King ~ 
talking, they said everyone had voted--one _ 
had come late but had made it. The hours 
the polls were open were from seven to five. 
It must have been in the winter for I recall 
how the fire in the fireplace showed up that 
box sitting so all important on the mantel. 
The very sacredness of the trust was trans- 
ferred to everyone of us children. I had no 
idea what it was all about but I knew that 
it was something that meant so much to my 
father and I knew it was something worth- 
while or he would not have had anything to 
do with it. The next morning we were up 
bright and early as all the feeding, milking 
and getting in firewood had to be done before 
my father and Mr. King left walking to Palos 
(about five miles) to catch the train to go 
to Birmingham to the courthouse to deliyer 
that box with its eleven votes. Do we value 
our ballot as highly as they did then? Our 
freedom has been guarded and protected over 
all the years. I wonder what people in coun- 
tries wbo have never had this privilege would 
would do if they could do this thing. 

I forgot to say that Mr. King was a wid- 
ower with three children and he brought them 


to our house to stay while this important mat- 
ter was attended to. 


Today, the day after Christmas, 1964 I 
went to Porter Church to the funeral of Mrs. 
Eddings. I shall always remember her as one 
of the most beautiful women I ever Saw. Also 
one of the most artistic. She always helped 
us with any of the programs or. projects that 
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we had at school. She knew just the right 
wet oo Dut Of to make it just right and 
different from anything just ordinary. 

There were so many people there, many I 
Pere now eeen t0r &@ long, long time. I’m 
trying to recall some of the friends. Bro. 
Lawson, Mrs. Johnnie Thomas, Mr. & Mrs. 
George Crowe, Mr. & Mrs. Hobart Black, Mrs. 
Burgie Higgins. All the Eddings family, Rev. 
ate. ee Fs Hail, 6M. |h6& UMTS. Carl Williams, 
Mr. & Mrs. James Busby, Robert L. Thomas, 
Ken, Jean, and Lynn Eady, Mr. & Mrs. Raymond 
Eady, Carter and Gladys Southerland, Fred 
and Flossie Collier, Mrs. George Sanders, 
Mrs. Aycock and Bro. Henderson were a few 
tiat’ Tt recall. 

EDDINGS, Mrs. Leola Andrews, age 70, Rt. 

2 Adamsville, passed away Thrusday p.m. 

at a local hospital, survived by her hus- 

band Ben P. Eddings; 2 sons, Benjamin P. 

Eddings, Jr. of Graysville, Billie A. 

Eddings of West Jefferson; 1 daughter, 

Mrs. J. H. Mullins of Bayview, Ala.; 11 

grandchildren; 2 great grandchildren; 3 

brothers, Paul, Leland and Kermit Andrews, 

Sime ut Dora, Alas; “Lt Sister, Mrs. WW. T. 

Minor of Dora. Funeral services, Saturday, 

2 p.m. at the Porter Baptist Church. Rev. 

E.°H. Henderson ahd Rev. E. F. Will offi- 

ciating. Interment Shanghi Cemetery. The 

body will lie in state at the church from 

i pin." til tine of service. Bell direct- 

ing. 


A FEW ITEMS FROM THE NEWSPAPERS ' 


Friday, May 26th, 1911 
THE BIRMINGHAM LEDGER 


Ambuscade was prepared for W. L. Stages 

Two Men Lay in Wait and Shot Him to Death 

Assassins concealed themselves on road 
over which Staggs had to pass to get to his 
home - Empty shells from shotgun found near 
where body lay - Coroner Brasher. 

W. L. Stages, Constable of Bessie Mines, 
who was found dead in the woods near Bessie 
was ambushed and shot by two white men, 
according to the theory of Coroner By. is 
Brasher. 

Coroner Brasher stated Friday morning that 
four white men as suspected of being in the 
plot to kill Staggs, but that circumstances 
point to the fact that only two men committed 
the crime, according to the coroner no evi- 
dence has so far been secured against the 
guilty parties. 

The killing of Staggs took place, accord- 
ing to the coroner, some times Wednesday 
afternoon, and the body was not discovered 
until Thursday afternoon, when some negroes 
happened to pass and see it. He went to the 
scene of the shooting yesterday afternoon and 
made a preliminary investigation. He states 
that he will hold the formal inquest in the 
case probably on Sunday at Bessie Mines. 

LAST SEEN OF HIM 

The body of Staggs was found in a hollow 
in the woods about half a mile SO Go 
Bessie Switch. It is stated that the body 
had apparently been lying on the ground 
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several hours. 

Stages it is stated had left his home near’ 
Bessie Wednesday morning shortly after 8 
o’ clock and went over to Porter to warn some 
road men. It is believed that he was ambushed 
and shot as he returned. He left Porter at 
3 o’ clock and was not seen again until his 
body was found yesterday. 

About ten steps from the body the coroner 
states that there was a place where two men 
had apparently waited. He stated that there 
were a number of cigarette stumps and two 
twelve gauge shotgun shells. 

The two men it is believed sat behind 4 
large rock which was concealed by bushes and 
waited till Staggs passed on his way home. 
According to the coroner two shots had been 
fired at Staggs. It was these two shots that 
killed Stages. 

SHOT IN THE NECK 

The charge of heavy shot took effect in 
the right side of Staggs’ neck, face and 
shoulder. It is stated that his neck was 
broken and death was apparently instantaneous 
at the undertaking establishment of Lige Lay. 
The shot marks were counted and more than 
fifty shots took effect in the: neck just 
under the ear and in the cheek. 

The body will be carried to Johns this 
afternoon and interment will be in the Oak 
Grove Cemetery. W. L. Staggs was 33 years 
old. He leaves a widow and six children, his 
father D. Franklin Staggs and his mother are 
both living. 

D. F. Stages, the father, when seen by a 
Ledger reporter stated that he had no idea 


who shot his son. 
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August 20, 1938, The Birmingham News 


‘‘Uncle Bob’’ Nichols, 73, Dies After Short 
Illness 


R. B. Nichols, familiar to many fishermen 
in this district as ‘‘Uncle Bob’’, owner of 
Nichols’ fish-trap on the Little Warrior 
River, died early today in a Birmingham 
Hospital. He had been ill a week. 

Uncle Bob had spent all his 73 years of 
his life close to his birthplace on Adams- 
ville Route 2, a 400-acre farm through which 
the waters of his fish-trap wind, and which 
his father had entered as a pioneer settler. 

Funeral services will be held at 3 p.m. 
tomorrow at Williamsburg Baptist Church with 
his nephew, Rev. A. L. Nichols, officiating. 
Burial will be in the adjoining cemetery. 
Bell in charge. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Joda Nichols, 
five sons, Dexter, of Adamsville; Birgie and 
Robert, of Birmingham; Oscar, of Fairfield; 
and Grover, of Sayreton; and five daughters, 
Mrs. George Smith, Mrs. G. C. Boner, and 
Mrs. Lillian Hadnot, Birmingham; Mrs. Ross 
Crossly, Denver and Mrs. Alvis Higgins, 
Fairfield. 
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THE STORY OF JAKE PRESCOTT’ S MURDER 
From the Birmingham News, Wednesday, July 21, 
1943 


Wife Says Burns Not at Home on Night Of 
Prescott Killing. 

Mrs. E. J. Burns fails to confirm hus- 
band’s alibi on date of crime. 

Courtroom spectators believe defendant to 
be one step nearer chair. 

Lola Buffington Burns, newly-wed wife of 
E, J. Burns, on trial for his life in, GITCULC 
Judge C. Morrow’s court for the alleged slay- 
ing of Jake (Uncle Jake) Prescott, gave 
damaging testimony against her husband’s 
alibi plans Wednesday when she declared that 
Burns was not at his home on the night of 
the Prescott murder. 

Burns, 63 year old real estate promoter, 
has insisted all along that he had an alibi 
and could show that he was at his residence 
in English Village the night that Uncle Jake, 
69, wealthy timber owner of West Jefferson 
County, was murdered. 

Mrs. Burns, who married the defendant 
after the slaying, but lived with him only a 
short while, waived her constitutional right 
as the wife of the defendant and elected to 
testify. 

Judge Morrow advised her that she -did not 
have to testify unless she so desired but 
she said that she did not mind Taking toe 
stand and a moment later Deputy AOL Pel Mae, 
Burgin Hawkins launched immediately into the 
testimony which several court observers 
later declared apparently placed her husband 
a step nearer the electric chair. 
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After preliminary questioning during which 
she declared, among other things, that she 
had been at Burns’ house a week before the 
murder, the prosecution asked. 

‘On Saturday night, January 16, the day 
Prescott is alleged to have disappeared did 
you see Burns?’’ 

‘tyes,’* she replied calmly, ‘‘in the 
afternoon.’’ 

‘‘rad you been drinking that day?’’ the 
solicitor inquired. Mrs. Burns replied that 
during the afternoon Burns had brought ten 
bottles of beer home and that she had drunk 
some of it and went to sleep about 10 P.M. 

‘*at the time you went to bed was Burns 
at his home?’’ she was asked. 

Tes." 

’? When did you awake?’’ 

‘*Tt was about midnight.’’ 

‘Was Burns there then?’’ 

‘'No,’’ she replied, adding that the 
lights were on all over the house, that. she 
did not see him and that she called to him 
upstairs and downstairs and that he did not 
answer. Then, she said, she looked in the 
driveway to see if his car was there and 
found it was gone. 

Mrs. Burns said she went back to bed and 
awoke about 7:30 A.M. Burns was not there 
then, but arrived a few minutes later, she 
added. 

On cross examination, Defense Attorney 
Horace Alford sought to wring an admission 
from Mrs. Burns that he could have been 
asleep when she awoke at midnight in a down- 
stairs room. Mrs. Burns insisted that she 
went downstairs and did look. The defense 
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attorney tried to show that she had been 
drinking heavily and inferred by testimony 
that she could have been mistaken about 
Burns’ absence. 

During cross examination Mrs. Burns was 
asked why she married Burns and she replied 
that she married him because she loved him. 
Much of the cross examination dealt with 
Mrs. Burns’ long association with G. W. 
Buffington, designated as her common-law hus- 
band, before and after she married Burns. 


During the direct and cross examination 
Mrs. Burns glanced downward throughout the 
testimony. She appeared reluctant to look at 
her husband who sat almost opposite her at 
the counsel table with his chin. resting on 
his hand and his gaze intently centered on 
his blue-eyed dimpled wife. 

Mrs, Burns was under cross-examination for 
nearly two hours. At one time during a res- 
pite in the questioning, Defense Attorney 
Alford moved that the defendant be granted a 
orivate interview with his wife before pro- 
gressing with the cross-examination. 

The attorney admitted that he had con- 
ferred with her, but that Burns had not been 
allowed to talk with her. Judge Morrow denied 
the motion. 

Mrs. Burns admitted that she had written 
her husband a letter while both. were in jail 
and warned him that Odiorne might try to do 
him injury. 

‘tWas that letter written because your 
husband’s love was on the wane?’’ she was 
asked. 

‘ino §/).Mre. Burns replied,,.‘‘I,don’.t 
think my husband ever loved me.’’ 
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‘*You haven’t been divocred from Burns, 
have you?’’ Alford persisted. 

‘*‘Not yet,’’ she answered. 

Mrs. Burns’ three matrimoiial adventures 
and her life with a fourth under common law 
also came in for questioning under cross 
examination. 

Before court recessed at 12:30 P.M. the 
state struck another blow at Burns’ expected 
defense. 

G. J. Scott, a fillings station manager, 
was placed on the stand and testified that on 
a Saturday afternoon, in January, ‘ ‘about 
the time of the Prescott murder,’’ Burns and 
Odiorne drove in the station for gas in a 
car like Burns’ 1930 Franklin coupe. 

By showing that Burns and Odiorne were 
together in the Burns car, the state ap- 
parently striking out at Burns’ assertion 
that his car was stolen. 

Mrs. Burns, 30, was smartly attired and 
modishly groomed for the occasion. Yet the 
call for her was deferred until Wednesday 
because Defense Attorney Horace Alford in- 
sisted Tuesday afternoon on keeping the 
stand for Charles Odiorne, Burns’ former 
prison associate, who gave sensational and 
damaging testimony against the defendant on 
direct examination. 

Throughout the afternoon, Tuesday Defense 
Attorney Alford hammered away at Odiorne’s 
story of the brutal slaying of PrescoUv ="@ 
story in which he graphically laid full 
blame for the killing on Burns - but the 
heavy-featured and somewhat saturine Odiorne 
stuck by the essential features of his direct 
testimony. 
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The defense attorney tried again and again 
to show that Odiorne, under indictment along 
with Burns for the Prescott murder, had been 
promised immunity for turning state’s evi- 
dence. But in each instance the witness shook 
his head stolidly. 

The defense sought to make much out of the 
fact that Odiorne had served two state prison 
sentences, one for St. Clair County and the 
more recent one for Jefferson County. Odiorne 
admitted in a more or less even tone of voice 
that he was a former convict and added that 
while serving a second sentence he renewed an 
old acquaintance with Burns. 

‘Don’t you know,’’ shouted Defense Atty. 
Alford on one occasion ‘‘that on Saturday 
night that Prescott disappeared you stole 
Burns’ car and he never saw it till after it 
was burned?’’ 

Odiorne shook his head and responded with 
an even voice ‘‘No sir.’’ 

The witness admitted that he is under 
indictment on the same charge as Burns and 
disclosed the fact that he has an attorney, 
former Deputy Solicitor Willard Drake. But 
at the same time he declared his sister had 
employed the attorney. 

On another occasion Alford asked him if he 
had not declared in the County Jail on cer- 
tain occasions that if Lola Buffington Burns 
‘went. back on him’’ he could:not miss. the 
electric chair. Again Odiorne merely shook 
his head. 

On a few points in the cross examination, 
however, the defense attorney scored. 

Alford forced an admission from Odiorne 
that although he witnessed the slaying of 
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Prescott he ‘‘had not turned a hand’’ to pre- 
vent the slayer from clubbing Prescott over 
head, slitting his throat, disemboweling him 
and then throwing his body, weighted down by 
a Sledge hammer and hand ax, into Short Creek. 

On another occasion the witness admitted 
he had been under the influence of liquor 
‘‘pretty much of the time’’ during the weeks 
before the slaying. Quite unexpectedly 
Odiorne volunteered the information that 
Burns had kept the sledge hammer in his car 
several days because he said Burns planned 
to crack a safe on a Southside coal company 
office. 

That disclosure prompted Alford to inquire 
in a loud tone: ‘ ‘How many safes have you 
cracked?’ ’ 

‘*‘None,’’ replied Odiorne. 

Alford also sought to capitalize on the 
fact that Odiorne did not mention the claim 
that he and Burns passed several women on the 
highway near the Prescott house on the night 
of the slaying until after the noon lunch 
hour. Alford sought to show that Deputy 
Solicitor Hawkins had prompted him on the 
testimony during the recess. 

Though warned at the beginning-by Judge 
Morrow that anything he said might be used 
against him in his trial for the same of- 
fense, Odiorne nevertheless elected to tes- 
Laity. 

He said he had known Burns years ago and 
met him again in the penitentiary when Burns 
was serving a sentence for‘the murder of Dr. 
William Henry Godwin. 

One week before the slaying, he disclosed, 
he-and Burns drove to Prescott’s house. 
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Burns, he said, told him he wanted to see 
Prescott about some papers. On that occasion, 
he said Burns remained in the car and he con- 
versed with Prescott about Lola Buffington - 
for several minutes. 

Later, on cross examination, Defense AGTY. 
Alford brought disclosure that Odiorne had 
given the name of Gray when he introduced 
himself to Prescott. The witness, however, 
insisted he picked the name at random, not 
knowing it was Lola’s maiden name. The 
defense sought to show that he was attempting 
to intimidate Prescott by posing as the 
brother or father of Lola. 

On Jan. 16, Odiorne continued, he met 
Burns again. He recalled that Burns told him 
then that a man from New York with whom he 
was anxious to close a lumber deal which was 
in town but would leave the following Monday. 

With Burns at the wheel. he said, they 
left Birmingham on the night’of Jan. 16 and 
drove to Prescott’s house, after making one 
stop at a filling station en route. 

Previous to arriving at Prescott’s house, 
he said Burns told him that Prescott was 
Lola’s guardian and that he wanted to get him 
to sign some papers so that she could dispose 
of some timber holdings. 

After arriving at Prescott’s house, 
Odiorne said, he went to Prescott and found 
him sitting on his bed, clad Gnesi Over 
alls. They talked for several minutes, he 
said, and finally Burns entered. 

Burns, he said, charged that Lola had been 
pregnant but had had a miscarriage and that 
he had brought a paper for Prescott to sign 
showing he would be responsible for her bills. 
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Prescott, he said, insisted he had never been 
intimate with Lola but would be glad to help 
her out. 

Shortly thereafter he said he saw Burns 
hand Prescott two papers to sign and added 
that Prescott signed and returned them. 

About that time, he said, Burns told him 
that Lola was parked ‘ ‘out younder’’ and 
wanted to talk with Prescott. The latter 
agreed to accompany them, he said and they 
got into Burns car and drove away. 

After driving a distance of several miles 
on the Port Birmingham highway, he said, 
Burns suddenly declared ‘ ‘they’ re not here’’ 
and turned the car around and headed back 
toward Prescott’s house. As the car reached 
a log cabin, a quarter of a mile from Pres- 
cott’s, he said, Burns made it appear that he 
was trying to turn the car around and sud- 
denly announced that he couldn’ t make the 
turn and they would all have tc walk back, to 
Prescott’s afoot. 

All three left the car, he said, but a 
moment later Burns said he would go back to 
the car and lock it, instead of returning 
with a key, he returned with an ax, Odiorne 
declared. 

‘‘When Burns returned to where we were 
walking he slipped up beside Prescott and 
struck him a blow - a glancing blow on his 
head,’ ’Odiorne declared. ‘ ‘Prescott cried 
out, ‘My God, don’t kill me,’ and tried to 
run away. Instead he fell to the ground and 
Burns gave it to him. He struck him several 
more blows on the head.’’ 

The witness testified that together they 
lifted Prescott into the car and placed him 
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in the compartment formerly used for a rumble 
seat. They drove away, he said, and Prescott, 
With his head on the floor boards, groaning. 

Burns, he said, stopped the car, whipped 
out Prescott’s knife which he had taken from 
him at Prescott’s house, and slit the man’s 
throat, declaring, ‘‘Now damn you, you won't 
groan any more.’’ On the way to Short Creek, 
he said, Burns threw the knife into the creek. 

After reaching Short Creek, he said, Burns 
Stopped at a place where the creek ran only 
a few feet from the edge of the road. After 
measuring the depth with a ten foot sapling 
he declared Burns said, ‘‘This is the place.’’ 

Odiorne said he saw Burns cut off a leg 
from Prescott’s trousers, but added that he 
did not see him slit open his abdomen and 
insert the hammer and hatchet. Burns, he 
Said, shoved the body into the water and 
finally pushed it into deeper water with the 
same sapling used to test the water depth. 

He quoted Burns as saying that ‘*‘the 
turtles and fish will eat him up in two or 
three weeks,’’ 

The witness said that after disposing of 
the body Burns got back into the car and 
suddenly backed it toward him in an apparent 
effort to run him down. He declared also that 
on the occasion of a Later meeting with Burns 
he became suspicious and told him that ‘ ‘you 
won’t be able to slip up on me like you did 
Prescott.’ ” 

Odiorne said Burns told him that ‘ ‘you’ re 
in this as deep as I am’’ and boasted that 
he could send (Odiorne) to the penitnetiary 
and beat the case himself. 
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He said he burned the car on the following’ 


Monday at the insistence of Burns to oblite- 
rate bloodstains. 


Birmingham Post-Herald, Friday, August 20, 1965 
NICHOLS FAMILY SETS REUNION FOR SUNDAY 


The Nichols family reunion will be this 
Sunday at 11 a.m. at the Williamsburg Baptist 
Church. 

Descendants from Alabama, Mississippi and 
Georgia are expected to attend and bring a 
basket lunch. 

Thomas J. Nichols was one of the early 
settlers of Jefferson County in the 1830’s. 
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MASONS SEAT NEW OFFICERS - New officers of 
Fontana Lodge 653, F&AM, were installed in 
ceremonies held at the Masonic Temple, with 
William A. Banning succeeding D. M. Beaver as 
worshipful master. Taking part in the cere- 
mOoOuy, were (€Iiront row, left to right) E. H. 
Keheley, master of ceremonies; James W. 
Stephens, senior deacon; (Fontana, California 
James W. Stephens was my brother-in-law) 
Melvin H. Flood, senior warden; Banning; 
Terry E. Anderson, junior warden; and Arthur 
Deepurolies, taleér. In the back row are 
Wilford E. Crum, marshal; James W. Reasoner, 
senior steward; Hayd R. Gardner, treasurer; 
Williams M. -Riches, junior steward;Omar C. 
Kermode, chaplain; Beaver; and Ross W. 
Gesler, secretary. Not pictured is John R. 
Burton, junior deacon. (Browning Studio) 
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The Mountaineer, Birmingham, Alabama, April 4, 
1947 


CAHABA’ S PRINCIPAL WINS HONOR 
Prof. R. B. Nichols In Who’s Who 


For the first time in the history of Shades 
Cahaba, a member of the faculty has been 


elected to appear in the 1947 publication of 
International Who’s Who. Mr. Nichols has been 


chosen for outstanding accomplishment in the 
field of education, and exceptional service 
during the past war. 

Mr. Nichols was born on a farm near 
Porter, Alabama, on June 7, 1895. He attended 
Williamsburg Grammar school and then went to 
Bluntsville agricultural school until 1916. 
He received his B. S. degree at Birmingham- 
Southern College. He also attended Peabody 
College in Nashville, Tennessee, the Uni- 
versity of Alabama, and Jackson State Teach- 
ers College. 

Mr. Nichols first started teaching in a 
One-teacher school, on up the line in a two- 
teacher, three-teacher, four-teacher, six- 
teacher, thirteen-teacher school, and now 
Shades-Cahaba with 35 teachers. Mr. Nichols’ 
preference,’ it seems, is Shades-Cahaba. 

Since he has been at Shades-Cahaba, we 
have had many wonderful improvements such as; 
enlargement of the lunchroom, paved road out 
front, brick work oOutitronn, heavy black 
curtains for the auditorium, plus several new 
projectors for movies, play-ground equipment, 
new bleachers, new auditorium curtains, 
chairs for the auditorium and many other fine 
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things. 

A very amazing, and remarkable thing about 
the Nichols’ family is that they all worked 
their ways through college, and finished with 
honors. 

Our Mr. Nichols has two children, Mrs. 
Herman Jordon, who had finished Phillips and 
Howard College at the age of eighteen, and 
Betty, who graduated from Ensley and is now 
in her second year at the University making 
all A’s as usual. Mrs. Nichols, before her 
marriage was a Miss De Shazo. She attended 
Montevallo and Howard. She is a teacher of 
Home Ec. and Civics at Fairfield Highlands. 

Mr. Nichols has endeared himself to the 
teachers and students by his winning ways, 
friendly smile and unusual understanding of 
all our problems. 

We are indeed happy that this honor has 
come to Mr. Nichols, and we feel that he 
really deserves it. 

Incidentally, the book, ‘ ‘International 
Who’s Who’’ will be off the press by April 
first, and I feel sure that our library will 
have a copy. 





Sunday World-Herald Magazine 
January 4, 1948, Personalities 


TOWN BOSS 
War Vet, Wife Seek Peace 


A Cluster of buildings courteously called 
a town in the wilds of Northwestern Colorado 
is a dream come true for Mr. and Mrs. Ross J. 
Crossley (Idella Nichols), both Army weterans. 

The town is Columbine, that is the State 
flower. And, rough as the town looks, it is 
a flower to any weary traveler whose car has 
skidded over Highway 129. 

Columbine is not a new town. It was born 
in the late 1890’s when the gold fever 
brought mushroom settlements at the foot of 
the peaks west of the Continental Divide. 

This story of Columbine began in mid- 
December, 1944. Mr. Crossley was a very cold, 
muddy and frightened G. I. with the Eight 
Hundred Twentieth Tank Destroyers. The gen- 
eral location was Eastern Belgium. The set- 
ting is more familiarly ingrained in American 
history as the Battle of the Bulge. Mr. 
Crossley had about given up hope of seeing 
his Army nurse wife or their Denver home 
again. His outfit lost 65 per cent of its men 
in two days. He also thought of Columbine, 
the abandoned goldmining town his brother had 
told him about. 

‘*T thought that if Feegen got Ou Baliye 
I wanted to settle down in Columbine,’’ said 
Mr. Crossley. ‘‘I thought about how darned 
peaceful it was up there.’’ 

The German tide was turned, Mr. Crossley’s 
outfit went on into Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
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Bavaria. ss 

Mr. Crossley wrote his wife, Columbine. 
sounded good to her, too. She had her fill of 
bouncing around the Army hospitals. Even as 
superintendent, it was a wearying life. Be- 
sides, she had an ailment for which Colum- 
bine’s 10 thousand feet elevation would be 
just the remedy. 

The weary tank fighter was back in civil- 
ian togs late in 1945. 

The Crossleys dickered for some time to 
get Columbine. Their resources had come trom 
their Army pay and some pre-war profits from 
running a Denver restaurant. 

The deal was closed October l, 1946. The 
Crossleys owned a ‘‘town.’’ The next day, 
they moved in. Their domain consisted of 11 
acres on both sides of Highway 129, the 
‘Main Street,’’ 10 buildings, five of them 
of the gold-mining era, 4a general store and a 
gasoline pump. 

The veterans turned their ‘‘town’’ into a 
cabin camp. They have seven cabins and a lot 
of local color. Across ‘ ‘main street’’ are 
the remnants of a Government office. The 
building was the assay office where miners 
brought their gold ore samples. 

Among the assets is Jim Young, a ninetyish 
prospector, who is seeking Columbine’s leg- 
endary lost vein. Mr. Young goes under pro- 
test to warmer parts of Colorado in the 
winter. His Colorado old age pension keeps 
him in beans. 

Hahn’s Peak rears nearly 12 thousand feet 
two miles east of Columbine. Mr. Young’s 
quest is on a ridge adjoining the peak. His 
is an old story bound to the death of his 

131 





wife whose grave is on the ridge. 

As the legend goes, an itinerant pros-. 
pector in the ’90s swung his miner’s pick at 
random as he sat eating. The pick took off an 
outer layer of rock, exposing a vein of gold. 
The prospector hurried out to file his claim. 
Pneumonia overtook him and he was able to 
mumble only vague directions to his wife as 
he died. 

It was such stories which brought tender- 
feet to the Hahn’s Peak area in droves back 
in 1894. Then the gold bug moved a few miles 
to Columbine. 

Columbine also was home for a time to the 
wondering bands of elk hunters. Oldtimers 
said they ravaged the herds, killing the 
animals and taking only the teeth. The Elks 
Lodge had a big need for emblems in those 
days and a good set of teeth would bring $25. 

The Crossleys think the town again may 
have a future. Mr. Crossley has heard some 
talk that the All-American Highway will go 
through his tiny settlement in its path from 
Alaska to South America. 

But for now, the Crossleys are content to 
be doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief for the 
area. Business is pretty good. For one thing, 
Columbine has the postoffice. That brings in 
the Mexican sheepherders to buy for the big 
companies who in the summertime watch the 
woolies range on the peaks. 
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Birmingham Post-Herald 
Thursday, February 22, 1962 


HAYWOOD AT HOWARD 


John Thomas Haywood, Jr., a former stand- 
out baseball player at Howard, has been 
appointed intramural director and physical 
education instructor at Howard College, 
Athletic Directot James Sharman announced 
yesterday. 

Haywood led the Bulldogs in batting with a 

412 average in 1960. He holds a master’s 
degree from the University of Alabama and has 
worked with the Birmingham Park and Recrea- 
tion Board. 

A graduate of Minor High School, Haywood 
has been active in sports, playing amateur 
baseball during the Summers. He participated 
in the first Dental Clinic championship foot- 
ball game and the East-West baseball game. 

While serving in the Navy during the 
Korean War, he played football and baseball 
with a company team. He is married to the 
former Peggy Sue Higgins. They have two 
children, Denise 8, and John Timothy, 3. 
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The Birmingham News, Sunday 
October 28, 1962 
DR. HADNOT HEADS PROGRAMS FOR IBM 


Dr. Bradford F. Hadnot of Washington, a 
native of Birmingham, has been promoted to 
manager of programming systems by Inter- 
national Business Machine Corporation. 

After teaching math at Florida State Uni- 
versity for three years, Dr. Hadnot went with 
IBM as senior applied science representative 
at the Cape Canaveral missile test site. 

He was transferred to Washington in 1958 
as Southeastern State University and Research 
Institute representative. 

In 1961, he was promoted to manager of 
missile and tracking systems at national 
‘missile ranges in Washington. 





The Birmingham News, March 17, 1963 


FACULTY WIVES TO MEET 


Howard College Faculty Wives Club will 
hear Dr. Edward L. Robinson and Charles Hand 
speak on ‘ ‘Our World of Arts and Sciences.’’ 

Hostesses for the meeting which will be at 
3 p.m. Friday at Howard College in the Men’s 
Dormitory are Mrs. Mabry ~Lunceford, Mrs. 
Clarence Hall, Jr., Mrs. William S. Baxter, 
Mrs. John T. Haywood, Jr., Mrs. F. Wilbur 
Helmbold and Mrs. H. Lindy Martin. 
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The Birmingham News, March 29, 1963 
C OF C BOOSTS SYMPHONY 


The Women’s Chamber of Commerce presented 
a $300 check to the Birmingham Symphony ASsso- 
ciation Thursday in the office of Business 
Manager, Major General Stanhope Mason. Pic- 
tured at the presentation were Mrs. Harry 
Chambers, president; Gen. Mason and Mrs. 
G. C. Boner, president-elect. 
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The Birmingham News, Sunday 
January 3, 1964 


EAGLE SCOUTS WILL ATTEND SHIP RITES 


Six Eagle Scouts have been chosen to re- 
present Birmingham at the dedication cere- 
monies for the USS Alabama Jan. 9 in Mobile. 

The six scouts are from the six districts 
making up the Birmingham Area Council. They 
were selected to represent the council and 
the city of Birmingham by the Navy Recruiting 
Service here, headed by Cmdr. M. S. Jones. 

They include Herman Phillips, Bessemer 
Rt. 6, Bessemer District, Post 44; William W. 
Mullins III, 1325 19th Place SW., Steel Dist- 
rict, Troop 74; Sam Nelson, 801 Fulton Ave., 
Tarrant, North District, Post 289; Edward 
Russell Coulson, 526 Valley Road, East Dist- 
miCctr, FOSt 265; Mike Williams, 4365 Ruth Road, 
mulican District, Troop 57; and Robert Reid 
Coats, [es tloeave.. o.W#., Warrior District, 





Post 104. 

The Six scouts will deliver a letter from 
May or Albert Boutwell and the key to the city 
to Undersecretary of the Navy Paul Fay, who 
will accept on behalf of Navy Secretary Paul 
Nitze. 
| They also will deliver a letter from Scout 
Executive George L. Simcox of the Birmingham 
Area Council making Nitze an honorary Boy 
Scout of America. 

| During their three-day stay in Mobile, the 
isscouts wili be entertained at a party and 
attend the Senior Bowl game. 








137 


The Birmingham News, Nov. 28 i964 















BRADLEY-WEIR WEDDING VOWS SAID SATURDAY I 
FAIRFIELD 


Miss Brenda Lois Bradley and Willia 
George Weir were married in a 3 p.m. ceremon 
Saturday at the Fairfield First Baptis 
Church. The Rev. L. Dudley Wilson officiated 

The bride, daughter of Mrs. Martha Tille 
Bradley, was given in marriage by her uncle 
James Ernest Stuart. She wore a peau de soi 
gown, designed along princess lines. A pear 
tiara held her illusion veil and she carrie 
White orchids with chrysanthemums. 

Mrs. Jerry Rose served as matron of honor. 
Miss Karen Bradley and Miss Marsha Bradley 
were bridesmaids. Their gowns were of yelloi 
peau de soie, matched by net circlet head 
pieces. They carried bronze chr¥santhemums. 

The bridegroom, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oci 
Lee Weir of Decatur, Alabama, was served b 
his father as best man. Raymond Eugene Wei 
and Alexander Barrett ushered. 

A reception followed at the home of Mrs. 
C. M. Tiller, grandmother of the bride, Mr. 
and Mrs. Weir will make their home in Birm 
ingham. 








TO ATTEND BATTLESHIP CEREMONIES 
..«.. Mayor Boutwell, seated; from left, Jones, Mullins, Williams, Coulson, Coats, 
- Nelson and Phillips 





REV. AND MRS. J. B. BRITTON. 
Rev. Britton is Missionary 
for Mud Creek Baptist Assoc, 
and for many years pastor of 
Porter Baptist Church 


Decatur News, June 3, 1965 
PROMENAIRES FETE THE WEIRS 


Promenaires held a party night honoring 
Ir. and Mrs. Ocie Weir, round dance instruc- 
‘ors, who are to leave soon for St. Louis, 
lissouri. 

They were crowned King and Queen for the 
vening by Mrs. Fred Linley. Tom Whittle pre- 
‘ented gifts and Bob Duke presented the 
roing away present, during the playing of the 
Tennessee Waltz. The dance ended with a dance 
written by Mr. and Mrs. Weir to the music of 
che Tennessee Waltz. 

Out of town visitors were from Huntsville 
ferry Mixers, Florence Circle Eight, Hunts- 
rille Bama Ramblers, Huntsville Orbiteers, 
Athens Squares and the Swinging Squares of 
Athens. 

Other visitors Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Poe, 
from the Carolina Squares, Greenville, S.C.; 
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. McPeak, The Jolly Squares, 
atarevitie, Miss.; Jim Badger, Canaveral 
Squares, Cocoa, Fla.; and special guests were 
members of the round dance class from Hunts- 
ville and Mrs. L. E. Hall, mother of‘Mrs. 
Bob Duke. 

Regular meeting of the executive board was 
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Thomas. 
Attending this meeting were Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Overstreet, Ocie Weir, Richard Tinius, and 
elint Clay. 

Plans for the Barge Party to be held July 
7th, and tae. Dinner Dance August 14th, were 
made. 

There will be a special called business 
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meeting of the membership of the eine sate 
day night at 9:30 p.m. at intermission. I 
is imperative that all members attend thi 
meeting. 


FOND FAREWELL 


Across the Valley a shadow falls; the sun 
Shines not so fair; 

There is a drag to the Callers’ calls; and 
the dances, round and square, 

Lack, somehow, the joyous ring that’s part 
and parcel of our fun, 

Because we know August will bring such a los 
to us, each one. 

For St. Louis beckons from our land two whom 
we’ ve claimed our own, 

And Meredith and Ocie, on Company demand, 
go there to make their home. 

They take themselves from our sight but 
memories remain behind, 

And all the hours of joy and delight they’ ve 
brought stay in each mind--- 

The long legs of Ocie and the Texas yell, 
and Meredith’s petticoats so full, 

And the beautiful dresses she wears so well, 
and their ‘‘she talks for the family’’ t 
rule! 

The sliding two-step and the twirl and dip, © 
the butterfly position and pas-de-basque, 

And Ocie calling a square dance tip, and the 
boys and their tiny car. 

And Meredith as Editor of our Newsletter, 
her long hours of hard work and no pay; 
Their visits around to make dancing better, 

and their- devotion to cle: 6. Dea: 

These are the memories we hold of these two 
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| as they prepare to go away; 
nd, beautiful as they are of golden hue, 
they make the skies seem gray. 
‘or when the Weirs no longer grace our floors, 
there will be something misSing, alack'! 
nd we want them to know that open doors 
will forever welcome them back! 
---All of the Members of T.V.S.D.A. 





OCIE AND MEREDITH WEIR 
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The Birmingham News, Monday, May 12, 1952 


RESIDENTS OF PALOS AREA HONOR A DOCTOR AND 
DEACON FOR LONG, SELFLESS SERVICE 


Two men-one a physician and the other « 
deacon of one of the Palos area’s oldest 
churches--today had tokens of the love ane 
respect which their fellow men have for them. 

The two men, Dr. John W. Snow and Deaco 
John C. Collier, were honored yesterday at 
Memorial Day services at the 135-year-old 
Williamsburg Baptist Church. 

Dr. Snow was presented a~loving cup. "fo 
untiring services,."'’ but tn the words of 
Dexter Nichols, principal of Br ives ee High 
School, "He was also a friend... 

Mr. Collier was given a large- eh Bible 
for hts services as deacon for the church 55 
years. , 

Dr. Snow’s honor came to him aa as he 
completed one phase of a career which began 
more than 47 years ago when he came to this 
area ‘‘to stay for just a little while. = 

Love came to Dr. Snow, however, after he 
met the lovely Florence Cranford of Palos. 
They were married shortly after, and Dr. Snow 
stayed in the area. 

During the years he served as physician 
for nine mining companies. Last week this 
phase of his work ended when he received a 
check for the last existing company, the 


Porter Mines. "i 
It was said of Dr. Snow that he never sen 
a bill to one of his patients....,.He alwWamwe 


attended the funerals of those who died. 
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Dr. Snow himself has said: 

‘‘They were my friends as well as my pa- 
patients.’ 

In 1947, Dr. Snow realized a long ambition 
a 12-bed clinic at Graysville. 

Asked one time if he had a hobby, he 


answered: 
No. {just don’t have time...,1 have to 


take. care of my friends.’’ 


errs 
ES 
“sips 
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Honor for two—A lutea cup’ was sascmeng? to Dr. John W. Snow, and a itd -type Bible 


to. John_C. Collier at ceremonies honoring both men at the Williamsburg Baptist Church 
engeiell ‘Left to right are Dexter Nichols, principal of Graysville High School; Dr. Snow, 
Fhe aca Mr. Collier, Mrs: Collier and the Rev. Amos Nichol. (Photo we R. E. (Buster) 
ogan 
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The Birmingham Post- nerare Tuesdé 
November 18, 1952 









26 NAVY HOSPITAL PATIENTS BAG PHEASANTS - 
TULELAKE ? 


Twenty-six patients from the Oakland Nava! 
Hospital have returned from a weekend of 
hunting as guests of the residents of Tule 
lake, Siskyou County. 

The patients, accompanied by three hos- 
pital staff members, flew to Klamath Falls, 
Oregon, in a Military Air Transport Service 
plane. They were met by their hosts at the 
airport. 

The patients divided into groups of twos 
and threes as guests of different Tulelake 
families, reuniting for the return trip from 
the nearby Oregon flying field. 

Most of the hunters bagged the limit of 
pheasants the first two days and switched to 
geese the third day with like success. 

The Tulelake 20-30 club aided in the 
arrangements for the weekend in Siskyou- 
County. Dogs, hunting licenses and guns and 
ammunition were provided by the hosts, as 
well as guides and transportation. ‘ 

Many of the amputees fired weapons for the 
first time since they were wounded in Korea. 


HUSBAND OF BIRMINGHAM GIRL TO GET HONOR MEDAL 
FOR HEROISM IN KOREA 


For showing the kind of courage which 
blazes never more than once in a campaign, 
the husband of a Birmingham girl next week 
will receive the nation’s highest honor. | 

Bob Kennemore, 32, an ex-Marine who was 
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reared in ai. orphanage, will receive the 
Congressional Medal of Honor next Monday at 
the White House in Washington. This was con- 
firmed in a telegram to his mother-in-law, 
Mrs. H. T. Glenn of 7117 Georgia-rd. whom 
Bob now calls ‘ ‘Mom.’’ 

Bob never talked about what happened out 
there on a freezing, November day but his 
buddies did, and Mrs. Glenn pieced together 
the following account: 

‘*Bob was platoon sergeant in a machine 
gun section that had been cut down to nine 
men near the Korean town of Juda-mi. Ammu- 
nition had run out and Bob and his buddies, 
were huddled in a hole. The Reds tossed three 
hand grenades in. Bob managed to throw two 
of them out but didn’t have time for the 
third. He covered the last one with his body 
seconds before it exploded.’’ 

For four heart-breaking days, the Birming- 
ham Marine lay in 27-below-zero weather be- 
fore he was removed to a hospital ship by 
helicopter. Frostbite resulted in the loss of 


both legs. 
‘mis buddies tucked his hands under a 
helmet,’’ Mrs. Glenn related, ‘ ‘otherwise 


he would have lost both his hands.’’ 

It isn’t easy to lose both legs and rec- 
eive three or four operations for internal 
trouble caused by the ripping effects of a 
hand grenade. Bob Kennemore, for all his 
stout heart and courage, was only human. 

During the 16 months in which he received 
70 pints of blood, he sometimes made his way 
around his apartment by crawling from one 
room to the other. The wheelchair that was 
provided was just too’ big for the small liv- 
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ing quarters. 

Bob became discouraged and ieean feeling 
just a little sorry for himself. | 

It was then that his wifé and 9-year-old 
son, one of four children, came to his aid. 

She put the boy, nicknamed ‘‘Butch’’ in 
the Cub Scouts and took an active part in 
scout work. One night ‘‘Butch’’ received a 
Scout pin which the father was to give the 
boy on the stage. | 

It was the first public appearance for 

Bob and was the necessary spark that started 
a stout heart working again. 
Bob has since received artificial limbs 
and is a civil service employee in Oakland, 
California. He takes an active part in the 
American Legion there and is looking into the 
future where someday he hopes to own his own 
business, 

‘‘When it seemed that Bob’’S courage had 
finally drained out, he got a rebirth,’’ Mrs. 
Glenn remarked, ’’and it all came from a wife 
and a little 9-year-old Cub Scout.’’ 
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‘| CAN’T HELP BEING PROUD’—Pride and joy shine 
in Mrs. H. T. Glenn’s face as she read a telegram announc- 
ing that her son-in-law, Bob Kennemore, will receive the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. Bob and his wife can be 
seen in the pictures beside Mrs. Glenn. 





arine T/Sgt. Robert Kennemore, 91, of 6709 Hawley 
Street, a patient at Oakland Naval Hospital, grins broadly 
as he exhibits pheasants and geese he bagged during 
‘week-end hunting trip while quest of citizens of Tulelake. 


PARTED BY WAR, UNITED BY FUNERAL 
CUPID MISSED 40-YEARS AGO, BUT NEW DART HITS 


MARK 
The Birmingham News, Sunday, Dec. 11, 1955 


Two happy lovers walked arm in arm be-. 
neath the limbs of an ancient pine and up to 
the Williamsburg Baptist Church steps. 

They were calling back some days from 40 
years ago. 

He gallantly helped her’ up the steps and 
-into the church. 

‘‘They’ ve changed the benches,’’ he said. 
‘‘The old slat benches are gone. No, here’s 
one they’ve kept. Let me see here on the 
Pace no, thet’ Ss not my initials whittled 
into the pine.’’ 

They stood silently in the aisle for a mo- 
ment. Then she reached across and lightly 
touched his hand. 

‘Right here, here by this window is where 
we were Sitting the night of the box supper-- 
and you bought my box. 

‘“The rascals ran it up! You told them 
which was your box and they ran it because 
they knew I loved you.’’ 

‘*Remember how much you paid?’’ 

‘*Yes I do. It was $5 and more. And that 
was a pile of money in those days. ‘‘ 

Henry W. Johnson, 63, and May Luno, 56,-- 
Sweethearts 40 years ago--will get married 
Saturday night to climax one of the strangest 
Cupid stories that ever quivvered your ears, 

A fellow by the name of Cliff Click intro- 
duced them 40 years ago. 

He brought them back together last Sept- 
ember when they met at his funeral. 
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hy ae 
Click introduced them at a fish- fry at 


Uncle Bob Nichols Fish Trap on the Little 
Warrior River back in 1915. 

Henry had a date with another girl that 
night and he sat beside his date on the pine 
board that spanned the two horse wagon which 
hauled him back toward Porter that night. 

But that was not all! On the other side 
of him sat a 15-year-old blue-eyed blond who 
laughed easily at the things he said and was 
bubbling over with fun and gayety. 

May Collier had geography in her favor 
that night. Henry’s date lived this side of 
town. And the wagon stopped and let her off 
at her home. That left just May and Henry 
sitting on the pine board seat. 

Then before the wagon wheels had turned a 
hundred times Henry had made a date with May 
for the next Wednesday night prayer meeting. 

So, the romance bloomed for two years as 
they attended parties together and joined the 
gay old gangs for picnic lunches on the river. 

Then’ World War I came along and took Henry 
off to serve with the 314 Combat Engineers 
of the 89th Division. 

‘*J had a friend JI. leit tehing,.. oe 
said. ‘‘And I told him 1 would Dewase res 
if he looked after May while I was gone. But 
I didn’t know how all right it would be.’ 

This friend and May got married. 

They hint at a little conflict that came 
up. Maybe Henry wrote some rather warm let- 
ters to a kissing cousin and May heard about 
ae 

After Henry got back from the war and 
started working in the Porter mines he oc- 
casionally saw May about the commissary but 
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they didn’t speak to each other. 

After a few months he drifted off to other 
mining towns. 

In 1923 he got married at Banner and later 
brought his wife back to Porter for a while. 
During his stay there he and May said two 
howdy’ s. 

That’s all the speaking they did in 38 
years. 

But it was more than a casual howdy last 
September when they met at the funeral of 
this mutual friend who had brought them to- 
gether 40 years ago. 

They had both been happily married. 

But they were snngle again now and they 
had lots to talk about. 

Both have three children, each has a dau- 
ghter named Betty each has a son married to 
a girl named Betty Lou. He has six grand- 
children. She has eight. 

In speaking of the wedding. Henry said, 
“ates tuning started out to be a mighty 
quiet affair, but it looks to me like its’ 
sorta spreading.’’ 

They’1l1 be married in the home of his 
niece, Mrs. Robert Gardiner in Minor Heights. 

The children and all the grandchildren 
will be present. 

So will May’s mother, Mrs. Betty Collier. 

You’d travel a far ways down the road 
before you’d find a happier couple than these 
two lovers who have found each other after 
all these years. 
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BABY OF THE WEEK 
The Leeds News, June, 1956 


The adorable little pixie pictured above. 
is Miss Linda Elizabeth Ingram, who has been 
Selected as this week’s feature baby subject. 
Linda is the 2 year old daughter of Mrs. 
Davis Ingram and the late Mr. Ingram. This 
little charmer was born on January 22, 1954 
at the West End Baptist Hospital in Birming- 
ham. A true picture of baby bliss, Linda has 
honey blonde hair and sky blue eyes. She 
weighs a healthy 29 pounds and the reason is 
perhaps due to the fact, . she eats any and 
everything, according to her attractive 
mother. 

The very proud grandparents of this love- 
able little cherub are Mrs. A. TI. Whorton, 
whom Linda calls Graggie, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Clude Ingram who are grandmommy and grand- 
daddy. Linda, her Mommy and her Uncle Bill 
Whortan, live with Graggie on Norman Drive 
in the former residence of Robert Cummins. 
As for a favorite personality, Linda JuSG 
hasn’t got a favorite, as she loves all her 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents 
dearly. 

To list all the kin-folks we’1l begin with 
Aunt Sue and Uncle Travis Dorrough, and of 
course, Jimmy and Judy.Next there’s Aunt 
Julia, (Ju-Ju if you please) and Uncle Bob 
Coats, and pleast let us do not leave out 
Bobby and Susan. They are tops in her opinion 
and a day can not go by unless Linda has paid 
her daily visit to see Bobby and Susan. Then 
there’s Uncle Bill, (Uncle Wiggy) who lives 
with her, and a night doesn’t ZO by thad 
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Reminleceace of their meeting—!t was on a Wagon some- 
thing like this that they sat together. on a pine board seat 
and made arrangements for. their first date 40 years ago. 


And now they're arranging their wedding. 





Just like 40 years ago—They had a bose supper at the 
Williamsburg. Bap tist Church "40 years ago. And Henry 
bought May’s eae after the boys had run it up way past 
$5. Here they revisit the church. 


‘Linda and her Uncle Bill don’t have a pillow 
fight before going to bed. Next we have Uncle 
Jimmy Ingram, and Uncle Delmer and Aunt 
Lorene Ingram, and Richard, Daryl, Phil, and 
Susan. Linda loves to go play with all her 
little cousins. Whenever an airplane flies 
over,. Linda begins chanting, ‘‘it’s Uncle 
Gus.’’ Her Uncle Gus and Aunt Agnes Whorton 
live in Dadeville with their children Nancy, 
Mary Ann, Elizabeth, Katherine and Frank. 
Uncle Gus flies up to see Linda about every 
two weeks and she always meets him at the 
meretrTrD at bonny Stringtellow’s Home. He 
buzzes the house before landing, and Linda 
really gets a big kick out of this. 

Linda gets up around 6:30 or 7 a.m. every 
morning, in others words the same time her 
Mommy does. The first thing she does is grab’ 
her shoes, ask to have them put on, and then 
it’s ‘‘Mommy, I want baci-eggs.’’ It’s noth- 
Paes unousoue! tor this cute little trick to 
eat around 2 or 3 eggs every morning. Her 
favorite food is samiches, (Sandwiches). She 
could easily eat her weight in these. At 8 
D.m. Sharp this little trick is gone for the 
night, and she is avery sound sleeper, 
sleeping the entire night. She’s as good as 
Polar te fpo to sheep at any time, which is a 
Oii1terent slant from most youngsters this 
Beene A trrenaly chiid, Linda doesn’t meet 
strangers. She loves living in her home and 
enjoys the yard especially. The minute it 
Heeins raining,*, she’S off like a streak.of 
122ntnine to Drine her tricycle in out of the 
Poi. "as, ene KHOWSs 16 Will rust. Her Granny 
Whorton takes her to the creek every day to 
TrrOw TOCcKs Inthe water, but’ Linda holds . 
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tight to her hand the entire time, as she ha | 
been taught that snakes live around the creek 
banks. 

‘“*‘Ninda,’’ as she calls herself, rates 
her tricycle and books as her favorite play- 
toys. She is a regular little book-worm, 
always finding something new to look at. 
During the summer months, Linda will wear 
little shorts, tops, and sundresses, and her 
blonde hair will be done up in dogears, which 
is in other words, two pony tails. A typical 
little girl, Linda loves to wear rouge, lip- 
stick, and model fingernail. polish. An intel- 
ligent little miss for her age, Linda can 
count to seven, and sing Davy Crockett, 
M-I-C-K-E-Y M-0O-U-S-E, and Santy Clause is 
Coming to Town. Hoping to beat the early 
Christmas shoppers, Linda has already asked 
Santa Claus for her presents this year. She 
has just entered the make believe age and 
boy to hear her tell it, she is another Betty 
Crocker as her cakes are out of this world. 
All cakes to her are Happy Birthday Cakes, 
and the-minute she sees one, she’1ll begin to 
Sing, Happy Birthday ‘‘Ninda’’. All new 
clothes are Sunday School clothes as far as 
She is concerned. Linda loves to dress up and 
attends church at the First Baptist, where 
She belongs to the Cradle Roll department. 
She enjoys playing with the other little 
children there. Linda likes to watch the 
television once in a while, but she’s more 
content to be playing with her little cou- 
Sins. She doesn’t mind trips to the Doctor as 
She really hasn’t learned that going to the 
doctors can prove to be quite painful in cer- 
tain regions. 152 
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As for Linda’s bad antics, even if she 
looks like a dainty little doll, she’s got a 
streak of tom-boy.in her. She has a habit of 
breaking glasses when she drinks her milk, 
as she gets excited, and then she loves to 
ramble through anyone’s pocketbook. All 
pocketbooks are supposed to contain chewing 
gum just in case you didn’t know. Ask Linda, 
she’ 1l tell you. And get her in a grocery 
store or department store, she’s: ‘‘off to 
the hills pardner’’. She usually comes wan- 
dering oack to Mommy, however, when she gets 
tired of exploring. When Linda starts ex- 
Dieauane, ——F want too much,’’ it doesn’t 
mean what you think it should mean. That is 
just her way of saying I want more. Could 
prove to be confusing, now, couldn’t it? 
Linda’s daddy, David Ingram, was killed 
last November in an explosion at the Fair- 
Piela BOrksS Ge tne vteClis. Division, U.S. 
Steel. Linda realizes her daddy has gone to 
heaven, and every night after she says her 
prayer, she kisses his picture good-night. 
If you ask Linda where she lives, she proudly 
tells you, ‘‘In Bellwood. In daddy’s house.’’ 
and if anyone comes to see her, she picks up 
her little suitcase and asks if they are go- 
ing to Belwood. She remembers all her little 
playmates over in Belwood and especially her 
little sweetheart, Rusty Watson, who lives in 
Dak Higa. Rusty 18 ase00d-bit older than 
Linda, but she has worshipped him every since 
she was big enough to talk. She affection- 
ately calls him ‘‘Chusty’’. Whenever the word 
football is mentioned, Linda starts chanting, 
War Eagle, her daddy a graduate of Auburn 
taught her to say this. Death is something 
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that none of us can understand, we must only 
have faith and look to the Lord for comfort 
and understanding. Linda is a precious child, 
and it is a certain fact, that if her daddy 
was here, he would be very, very proud of her: 
Her keen sense to understand situations and 
her pleasing disposition are only two of her 
many assets. She is a perfect example of a 
darling baby girl, and Mrs. Ingram, when she 
grows up, you are going to be very proud of 
her, as she is going'to go places. We were 
honored to have her as our featured baby of 
the week. 
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MISS LINDA ELIZABETH INGRAM 
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The Birmingham News, Saturday, June 29, 1957 
JAMES W. STEPHENS, DIES IN CALIFORNIA 


James W. Stephens, 47, former resident of 
Birmingham, died Friday at his home in 
Fontana, California. 

Mr. Stephens was a member of the Fontana 
Community Church and Fontana Masonic Lodge 
No. 653. 

Before moving to Fontana 12 years ago, 
Mr. Stephens was employed for 10 years at 
TCMepere, VAL the time of Bis death, he was 
employed at the Kaiser Steel Plant in Fontana. 

A graduate of Birmingham-Southern College, 
he also attended Tulane Medical College. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Muriel 
Smith Stephens; a daughter, Mrs. Nance Dunn 
of San Jose, California, and his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. A. Stephens of Birmingham. 

Funeral arrangements will be announced by 
Angwin-Service. 





JAMES W. STEPHEN 
... Former resident 
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EIGHT YEARS ABUILDING--PRATT “currant » 82, 
AVOYAGING TO GO | 


Charles Dexter Comstock of 110 Alderay 4 
Pratt City, has wanted to go to Sea ever, 


since he took a ride on a river boat when he 
was a boy. 

Today at 82 he is building a boat in his 
backyard which he said he is going to sail 
from Birmingham port to Eurpoe. 

For a man his age, it’s no easy task 
building a 25 foot sail boat---and it takes 
time. 

‘*lI’ve been working on it for eight 
years,’’ the stockily built man ‘said, “but 
I plan to have it finished by November.’’ 

The next question came automatically.. 
How would he get it to water? 

‘‘That’s easy,’ *> be Ssmiried. *~ 42 eee 
knock away part of the shed there, swing it 
around and hoist it up on a lowboy truck and 
she’s ready to roll.’’ 

The task of getting the boat up on a truck 
will be a job in itself. 

When completed, the boat will be 25 feet 
and 10 inches from bow to stern, has a four- 
inch keel, 10 feet wide, and will weigh in 
neighborhood of 12,000 pounds. 

‘*She’1ll have to have 2,000 pounds of 
brick placed in her before she’1ll draw two 
feet of water,’’ Comstock said speaking of 
the depth of water required before it will 
float. 

The boat will have a 34-foot main mast 
Which will support a 27-foot foresail and 
27’ x21’ main,s@ll. A- third 16-foot yaw!) gai. 
located at the stern makes a total of 450 

156 


a 


| 





Oe oe SASS ROSS ss 


ONE MORE NAIL TOWARD EUROPE 
... C. D, Comstock building own boat 
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L1SA ANN KENNEMORE, 3 WEEKS OLD 
WITH DAD, JAMES ALAN KENNEMORE, 
GRANDMOTHER, MARY JO SMITH 
KENNEMORE, GREAT-GRANDMOTHER, 
MARY WALTERS, SMITH GLEN GREAT, 


GREAT GRANDMOTHER, ANNIE MAE 


WALTERS. 


square feet of Sall. 
- He’s got another reason for building the 
boat too. | . 

“*I’m going to take it down- to my camp on 
the Warrior River at Maxine where I plan to 
live in £0, th Constock osaitt 

The boat will be equipped with bunks for 
Sleeping four persons, qa galley (or kitchen 
for cooking), and toilet facilities. 

Of course I had to include a small in- 
board engine,’’ Comstock said. ‘‘A fellow 
would be in a heck of a mess if the main mast 
broke out in the middle of nowhere,’’ he 
mused. 

Most of the boat’s framework is con- 
structed of yellow popular wood from trees 
grown at his camp site, while the keel is 
California Redwood. 

Comstock’s boat is a modified version of the 
Old Dutch yawl boats, the design and pattern 
of which he got from a catalog. 

“*Of course I made a few changes myself, 
especially as to the length,’’ he said. 

The last time he took a boat ride was 20 
years ago when he went visiting to Boston and 
New London, Conn. He remembers the return 
trip from Boston to Savannah, Ga., and how 
a storm forced the boat to sail helplessly 
all night. 

He had a reason for visiting up North. His 
descendents helped to settle New London and 
one of his grandfathers built a water mill at 
New London which still stands. 

“*‘My .grandfather, Ephriam Henry Comstock, 
who died when I was 17 years Old, was a 
purser on a steamboat for six years until the 
California gold rush interrupted his sea- 

157 


OY atl 
ae 
* 


faring ways,’’ Comstock said. 

Comstock’s father died when he was 10 
months old. 

He has a few other descendants who sailed 
the seas, all who came to America from 
England. 

Charles Comstock himself is a native of 
Neoga, Illinois, and graduated from high 
school there. 

He was educated at the University of 
Alabama where he studied law. 

‘*t practiced law here in Birmingham for 
50 years before poor eyesight forced me to 
retire in 1945,'’ he said. 

‘*So, when that doctor of mine told me I 
better quit being a lawyer because of my 
eyes, I decided to start building this here 
boat,’’ Comstock said. 

He said his doctor laughed at him when he 
told the doc he was going to ljive to be 100 
years old,’’ and I’m sure gonna do. my part 
to live that long,’’ he added. 
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_ Evening Tribune, Tuesday, May 1, 1951 
THIS WAR TOUGHER, S.D. MARINE SAYS 
Furst Tank Battalion Member Discharged, Home 
With Family 


‘*'This war makes the last one look like a 
cream puff,’’ a San Diego Marine just back’ 
from Korea declared today. 

The leatherneck, Sgt. Tom Frank Smith, 
Jr., of 719 West Grant Street, El Cajon, is 
the first member of San Diego’s 11th Tank 
Battalion to return from the Korea fighting. 
He arrived last week in San Francisco, where 
he received a dependency discharge. 

The World War II veteran hurried to El 
Cajon for his first look at Tom Frank Smith 
Ti... f+ mOntae ween, wee With his wife, 
Marilyn, and children, Richard, 4, and Suz-. 
Be, 2s 

Smith, who fought with the First Marine 
Division at Inchon, Seoul, and in the Won- 
san-Hung-nam-Chosin withdrawal, is in a good 
position to make comparisons because he 
fought in the bloody Tarawa campaign in 
‘World War II. 

His unit, the Seventh Motor Transport 
battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment, was am- 
bushed by the Chinese while it was returning 
from the Chosin Reservoir area. Pinned down 
for 8 hours under heavy fire, the unit suf- 
ferred severe casualties, Smith said. 

He landed at Inchon September 15 with 
other members of what previously was the 
11th Tank Battalion, Marine Corps Reserve, 
in San Diego. 

Smith fought beside two brothers-in-law, 
moot pan Diegans. They were T/Set. H. A. 
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Stoneburner and S/Sgt. R. S. Kennemore. The 
latter is in Oakland Naval Hospital after 
losing both legs when he was hit by hand 
grenades during the Chosin action. For that 
action, Smith said, Kennemore has been re- 
commended for the Naval Cross 














SGT. T. F. SMITH JR 
Korea veteran 
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¥ outh Sprints Quarter Mile To River 
And Saves [rio From W atery Grave 








Hears Cries While At Home]: 
And Arrives In Time To 
Effect Rescues 





Three residents of Dolomite owed 
their lives Friday to the fact that 


Oscar Nichols dives a life in the open 
along the Warrior River and is both 
a good swimmer and a good runner. 
Nichols saved the three from drown- 
ing Thursday after hearing their cries 
and running nearly a quarter of a 
mile ftom his home to the river. 


The three persons were members 
of a picnick party from Dolomite 
spending the Fourth at the ‘“fishtrap” 
owned by R. B. Nichols on the Lit- 
tle Warrior River 25 miles west of| 
Birmingham. They were Ersie Par-| 
sons, a deputy sheriff; Esther Par- 
sons, 14, his daughter, and Mary 
George Anthony, 16. 

The two girls, it is said, while in| 
swimming had wandered a little Saal 
from the rest of the party into un-| 
familiar water and suddenly stepped | 
into deep water. Being poor swim -| 
mers,.the plunge frightened) them| 
and they screamed. The father ran : 
to save them, but was clasped aroynd 
the neck by his daughter and pulled ge saeco EPL, 
under. hausted him. 

At the first scream, young Nichols, Resuscitation methods had to be 
the son of R. B. Nichols, had started| used ,on both girls. Miss Anthony 
running. When he reached the river,|remained in a serious condition for 
the father was still struggling to res-| some time. 
cue his daughter, but Was losing Nichols was aided in getting the 
ground. Young Nichols pulled both|three persons from the log to the 
to a loz at the edge of the river and|/river bank by Grover C. Boner, of 
lookéd around to see the other girl] Birmingham. Mr. Boner, Veing a dis- 
going down in the middle of the|abled veteran of the World War, was 
Stream. He reached the spot in time|badly distunced in the run to the 
t® grab her by the hair and pull her| scene, but arrived {n time to get the 
to safety, although the run and thei victims to the bunk and help in their 
swimming had by thig time badly ex- resuscitation, 





GRAYSVILLE FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
DEDICATION HELD, 1959 

Sunday night the Freewill Baptist Church 
had a dedication ceremony and Mortgage burn- 
ing. 

This is one of the youngest churches in 
Graysville, being scarcely three years old. 
During these three years the church has made_ 
progress almost unbelieveable. Beginning ser- 
vices under a tent, and with two or more 
failures to build, two young ministers, Rev. 
Roy Johnson and Rev. Jack Rollins, never lost 
faith, but keep hoping, working and praying, 
until a way was opened up. 

Prof. W. D. Nichols (deceased) well-known 
over the state in Educational, Fraternal 
Church and Civic Improvements gave to this 
group of dedicated Christian people a large 
lot, however their lot was not large enough 
to meet the requirements when time to build 
came, the minister at that time, Rev. Roy 
Johnson, called upon Mrs. Nichols and after 
stating their problem to her, she in the 
generousity of her heart, and in rememberance 
of her husband gave them additional land. 
After that the church began to speedily make 
and execute building plans. Mrs. Nichols was 
honored with a corsage in appreciation of the 
generousity of both herself and Prof. Nichols. 

Rev. Ryland, present pastor of this church 
opened the dedication sermon with more his- 
tory of these people and Rev. Roy Johnson 
brought the message to the congregation. 
Special ‘songs by the church quartet, Messrs, 
Russell Kuykendall and Curtis Brake, Mes- 
dames Russell Kuykendall and Curtis Brake 
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sang beautifully and this was thoroughly 
enjoyed by the congregation. 

We hope that this church will continue to 
grow and be an inspiration in the future as 
it has been in the past to other struggling 
churches with similar problems. We all wish 
them every success. 





HOBART BLACK NAMED AREA’S ‘BEST CITIZEN’ 


Hobart Black of Adamsville, Route 2 has 
been named ‘‘The Western Section’s Best Citi- 
zen of 1962.’’ 

The announcement was made by the Industrial 
Community Press, sponsor of the contest for 
the past 13 years. 

Black, a resident of the Williamsburg- 
Shady Grove area, is a railroad car mechanic 
in TCI’s Railroad Transportation Department, 
where he has been employed 20 years. 

The ‘ ‘Best Citizen’’ is widely known for 
his work in helping others. 

For example, Black was seen during the 
rain-swept night of last Christmas Eve deliv- 
ering groceries to needy families. 

He was nominated for the title by County 
Commissioner Eddie Gilmore. A panel of judges 
found ‘‘the activities of Hobart Black during 
the year 1962 to be most outstanding.’’ 

He is a member of Williamsburg Baptist 
Church and Adamsville Lion Club. He is mar- 
ried to the former Lucy Sexton. 
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joer BLACK GETS BEST CITIZEN CUP 


| Wey’ person has to ‘live’ for an award like 
this.’’ In these humble words, Hobart Black, 
“‘Western Sections Best Citizen of 1962’’ 
accepted the cup which designated him as the 
14th area resident to be honored by THE PRESS. 

James L. Thomason, publisher of THE PRESS, 
made a brief talk which called attention to 
the rules and ideals of the annual contest. 
C. G. Thomason, founder, presented.the cup. 

The annual Ladies Night meeting of the 
Adamsville Lions Club was set aside to honor 
Mr. Black, the third recipient of the award 
from the Adamsville area. 

Twelve of the past ‘ ‘Best Citizens’’, men- 
bers of their families and the wives of the 
Lions and Mr. Black, were guests. 

Robert L. Ellis, member of the club, and 
past honoree, was master of ceremonies. 
Robert Nichols, long-time friend of Mr. Black 
gave a talk which exploited the true meaning 
behind the words such as ‘‘a good man--human- 
itarian, or true best citizen.’’ 

The meeting was staged at Adamsville 
Junior High School. More than 75 persons were 
served refreshments in the reception follow- 
ing the ceremonies. 

Meenloack. an the current. ‘*‘best citizen’’ 
joins a unique organization called ‘ ‘Western 
mection Ss Best Citizens Association, Inc.’’ 
Which annually carries out the work of these 

utstanding citizens in forceful and con- 
tructive ways. The group was organized for 
nd by the past honorees. During the past 
everal years they have opened a ‘ ‘Christmas 
wore’* in Ensley from which they dispense 
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food and clothing for needy families in this 
area at Christmas. 

Mr. Black will also be required to serve 
as a member of the judging panel which will 
name the next five successors to the title. 

Nominee Joe Messina and his wife, attended 
the ceremonies. Other nominees were Jack 
Callaway, John King, John Findlayoew. 12 
Waggoner, Mrs. Lura Parker, Mrs. Jeannie 
Dahlrot, J. P. Simmons, and R. E. Glasgow. 
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A PIONEER SETTLER 
By William Alexander 


William Alexander was born in North Caro- 
lina near the city of Charlotte in 1837. His 
parents were Lawson Alexander and Lavinna 
Mayhew. His family moved to Indiana probably 
in the 1840’s, settling near Indianapolis. 

At the age of 16, William came to Alabama 
With a cousin, Melton Alexander. They were 
Over a year making the trip from Indiana to 
Alabama as they traveled in a wagon drawn by 
oxen. 

They settled in Jefferson County near what 
is now Flat Creek, Alabama, where Melton 
Alexander homesteaded a large tract of land. 

William Alexander married Sarah Vines in 
1856. She was 13 years old after they married. 
They lived for a good many years on property 
in the Short Creek area that her father had 
given her as a wedding dowery. 

They had 10 children, one died in infancy. 
The others were Lawson Alexander who married 
Vina Quinn, their children are Mardulla and 
Buck. His second marriage was to Mary Skelton 
and their children are Bertha, Julia, Addie 
and Sallie. 

John Alexander married Drucilla Youngblood 
and their children are Bill, Maggie, George, 
Nellie, Maultie, Monnie, Jack, Odis, Ellie, 
and Fannie. 

Mary Alexander married Mart Golden and 
their children are Civvar, Belle, Emma and 
Eulas. 

Joseph J. Alexander married Sarah Elizabeth 
(Betty) Nichols and their children are VirePe, 


Bilis, Alta, .Joseph.. Annie) Viancyv  HAt1LeS, 
1R7 
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Homer, Mack and Cale. . ms 
Anthony Alexander married Katheryn Nichole 


’ 


and their children are Escual, Ethel and 


Lennie. 

Napolean (Dick) Alexander married Parry 
Minyard and their children are Bessie, Frank, 
Ruel, Agnes and Jewel. 

Hezzie Alexander married Silvania Golden 
and their children are Mamie, Gertrude, Jack, 
Gracie and Carrie May. 

Lucy Alexander married George Brasfield 
and their children are Brett, Maudie, Lily 
Mae, Lillian and Woodrow. 

Julia Alexander married Ed Vines and their 
children are Charlie and Gladys. 

William Alexander was a Mason and he 
served in the Confederate War Between the 
States. A few weeks after he joined the Army 
his second son John was born. On one occasion 
when the Yankees came through his wife Sarah 
sat on a feather bed in deep snow under a 
pine tree on a hillside, from dawn to dusk 
with her two children. They were well wrapped 
in quilts and the children never made a whim- 
per all day. 

When William returned home on a mule after 
the close of the war he brought Sarah a pre- 
sent of a beautiful clock which kept perfect 
time for over 50 years. 

Melton Alexander was never married and 
when he died in the early 1870’s he left all 
his land and money to his cousin William, who 
later moved to the log house on the property. 

This house was destroyed by fire and 
William built a frame dwelling a short dis- 
tance from the first house site where he 
lived until his death. He bought large tracts 
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a land adjoining the property originally 
owned by his cousin Milton, and at the time 
of his death September 6, 1910 he was one of 
largest land owners in Jefferson County. His 
wife; Sarah, died June 19, 1916. 

They were kind and devoted people to their 
family and friends. His friends spoke of him 
affectionally as Bill. 

All the children lived near their parents 
until their death except Lawson who moved to 
Oklahoma in 1903. 

Lucy Alexander-Brasfield is the only sur- 
vivor of the original family. She is now in 
a rest home at Pleasant Grove, Alabama. 

Compiled and written by Grand Daughters: 

Mrs. Lennie Alexander McDonald 
Mrs. Ethel Alexander Scoggins 
Mrs. Alta Alexander Hicks 





‘*Paith IS 8 Wesea. 
By Harris W. Barber 


J. Harris W. Barber, hereby relates this a 
true story as it happened to me, 

I was born.in St. Clair County yeeures 
little community named ‘‘Coal City’’ which 
at that time was a thriving mining town. When 
I refer to this town, back ‘then: this parti-J 
cular mine operation seemed large, but as [I 
grew older and somewhat wiser in reality it 
was indeed a small thing. But, be that as it 
was, people were working, earning a livihood, 
by the sweat of their brow. Everybody was 
friendly and respected by each other, and a 
God Fearing people, who attended churches and 
worshipped their God according to the dic- 
tates of their belief and came from their 
hearts. 

It was a Heart Felt Reta ofan which came 
from each and every heart; and not a religion 
from the mouth, which is to say an outward 
expression of a,fearful consequence that 
might before them. If they said the wrong 
thing. 

Incidentally, I might add that these 
people prospered, each and all collectively 
and individually. Some being less fortunate 
than others. | v's 

I was fortunate to have a home in which 
Christianity was predominant. The year being 
born was.1910, which was the era of the horse 
and buggy days, and may the memories of these 
days not ever perish-in my fond recollection, 

My Mother died the year 1911, February Lis 
My Mother’s only regret of dying was this: 
as was read by me when I came to manhood. She 
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had no fear of dying, her only regret was 

leaving my sister and me for we would never 
know the true meaning of ‘‘Mother’’. This 
word Mother left has never left me or the 
influence of those last words. I know now 
that I truly had a ‘‘Great Mother’’. My 
Sister Ruth and I after Mother was buried 
went to live with my father’s Sister, our 
Aunt Mollie for six years, before my father 
married again. 

At first my sister and I were a little 
Skiddish of the new lady who came to be our 
new Mother. We soon learned to love her as 
time went on. Step-mothers get an awful name 
but as for me and mine, I had a good one. The 
only fault of a stepmother; is this, they are 
at a disadvantage to begin with and some of 
them never recover, nor do they. try to re- 
cover. They deserve more credit and Sympathy 
from the public as a whole, for theirs is qa 
hard lot. 

My Father came to Birmingham when the 
T.C.1I. and R.R. Company started to build a 
Dlant here the year being 1916. My father 
helped clear the forest off of the plant site 
Of U.S. Steel plant at the Fairfield works. 
I remember him telling me he was hired from 
a farm house, which was a Mr. and Mrs. 
Brown’s house and he boarded with the same 
Mr. and Mrs. Brown till he moved his family 
to Birmingham. Which was the year 1918. The 
place we moved to‘ was ‘*Shadyside’’, 

We lived in Shadyside, less than one year; 
Mostly, due to the fact that my father tried 
to have a hog and raise a garden in our back 
yard. The garden was 0.K. with the CTey Of 
Birmingham bit area. The hog was an uninvited 
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guest in the city and Dr. 2 D. Dowling pai C 
my father a visit telling him he could not 
have a hog in the city limits of Birmingham; 
because it constituted a health hazard. This 
sudden news and abrupt statement was more 
than my dad could take, so he decided he 
would look elsewhere for a place to raise his 
family and do things, that is have a garden, 
and wholesome atmosphere where we, or he, 
could raise chickens, hogs and do as he 
liked have a garden or anything of his, or 
our choosing.. So in January, 1919 he bought 
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Mr. J. W. Gibb’s place at Lizard Ridge (Plea- 
sant Grove, now an incorporated city). 


Being a little shaver, just nine years 
old, I thought the place was one of the most 
foresaken and remote places I had ever. been 
or seen, in my whole life. I couldn’ t under- 
stand why he wanted it. Who were people to 
live ina place such as that, but everyone 
trusted and obeyed his judgement. 

To add to the hardship, we moved in the 
worst snow blizzard I’d ever seen and from 
that day till today I’ve never seen one to 
equal it. On top of the snow, that night came 
sleet, and ice, and telephone lines, trees, 
froze and broke all night long keeping every- 
One awake all night. 

The house was very open and we had to 
stuff toe-sacks under the doors to keep out 
the cold wind, house insulation and siding 
was unheard of at. that.time. The only insul- 
ation we had was in the form of long handles 
underwear. With a fire in an open fireplace, 
burn on the side next to the fire, and the 
backside of you freezing, and every once in 
a while reverse your position, for a little 

Litt2 


comfort. 


We had no well at the place and in desper- 
ation, my Mother sent me to a nearby store, 
to find out where the spring was located, 
When the person came to show us the spring, 
guess where the spring was located? About a 
hundred yards from the house, under a steep 
Mir Oe cAan it all off, I fell in. the 
spring and it freezing weather. 

One week later after moving from Shadyside 
the drayman had not delivered our livingroom 
Suite, my Father went back to Ensley, where 
he hired the horsedrawn dray and the old 
Negro said, ‘‘Boss, I got lost and could not 
find dee place’’ so I has you furniture stored 
in a good place, and after about another half 
day of waiting, we had all our furniture home 
again. 

The next big question after getting set- 
tled, and acquainted at Lizard Ridge was, 
this, where should my sister and I go to 
school? We had two choices, Dolomite Grammar 
School or Frog Pond Grammar School. Here 
again was a big decision to make by my Father 
and Mother. Finally against my Mother’s wish, 
my Father decided to send uUS two to Dolomite 
School. My father saying we could travel the 
noeiwaee toe. SCNOO1,. DY: Loot. of -counse,, no 
buses back in those years. 

My Mother’s main objection for us two go- 
ing to Dolomite School was that she had a 
premonition that something bad would happen 
to our son, but go to Dolomite was a must. So 
off to the school of my Father’s choice we 
went. 

Everything went along nicely for about two 
months, we two being in the fourth grade. One 
evening in late October, my sister had to. 
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stay in after school hours. Naturally I h ad 
to wait till she came out for our Father 
would not allow us two to be separate coming 
home from school, and naturally boys of the 
community stayed with me, and when my sister 
came out we all started for home, which was 
about three miles and while on our way home 
I came to know the disaster my Mother had a 
vision of. 

A Mr. Billy Wilson of Dolomite had borrow- 
ed a mule and wagon for the day from a neigh- 
bor of ours and he finally overtook us on 
foot, and being of a good and receptive mood 
he let us ride, that is, till he saw a car 
in back of the wagon, so Mr. Wilson asked us 
to get out till the car had passed, saying 
the mule was scared of an automobile. We all 
filed out the back of the wagon and waited 
patiently till the car was gone on down the 
road, and being boys and being of an adven- 
tureous nature, we ran and caught hold of the 
tail gate, while the mule was still running, 
The wagon being a spring one horse drawn 
vehicle we put our feet under the bed on the 
axel of the wagon which was made of steel. 
There were four of us boys, and we were shov- 
ing each other around and another boy and [I 
had shoved the other two off the wagon, by 
force, and we had our heads back laughing 
about pushing them off. Then lo and behold 
while we were rared back laughing about our 
accomplishment, they slipped back on the 
wagon and gave us a shove and as I felt my 
feet losing their grips, in desperation, I 
stuck out my foot to catch 'a foothold. My 
foot and leg went into the spoke of the back 
wheel, it then snatched me and carried boys 

174 


and all between the bed of the wagon and the 
wagon wheel with my head hitting the side of 
the bed of the wagon each time I came around 
again, all the time my left leg was winding 
around in the spokes of the wheel. It so 
happened one of the boys hollered ‘ ‘Wooh’’ 
as loud as he could and the boys said the 
mule stopped from his running to a dead stop 
as if he had been shot with a gun. This was 
an act of God, for my sake, for it saved me 
from having my brains beat out on the wagon 
side. 

The Mr. Wilson and the other boys finally 
pried me from the wagon wheel and set me down 
by the side of the road. I was still con- 
scious and I felt of my leg and it felt numb 
and dead. I tried to walk, but I fell back 
to the ground this time on my face, my left 
leg would not operate and so I decided to see 
what was wrong, so I slid my high top black 
stocking down below the knee to see and when 
the elastic garter went below the knee, a 
bone shot about nine or ten inches in front 
out of my knee. I could see that my leg was 
twisted into at the knee joint, so I hollowed 
‘“oh! My daddy, Oh! My daddy’’ as loud as I 
could let it go. One of the boys ran all the 
way home to let my folks know what had hap- 
' pened and up in the one horse wagon I went 
to go to the doctor’s office at Dolomite. 

The Doctor’s office was about a mile from 
where we were and I bled all that distance 
before a tourniquet was put around my thigh 
to stop bleeding. I remember the Doctor say- 
foe, **y will cord his leg but, he: has al- 
ready bled to death,’’ I really never knew 
the significance of the word till then, and 


I said ‘*I don’t want death now! I want help’’ 
bas 










so the doctor said son ‘‘We will help you all 
we can,’’ and off to the Bessemer General 
Hospital I went and stayed till my father 
arrived there. 7 

It was around seven thirty p.m. berdie my 
dad arrived at the hospital, and he decided 
he did not want me in the Bessemer Hospital, 
so back in the ambulance I went for. another 
ride to the T.C.I. Hospital-at Fairfield, but 
they were not ready to accept patients there, . 
so on to Ensley we went to-the ‘Harris In- 
firmary’,they too were filled to capacity and. 
could not accept me there either. So on we. 
went to Birmingham to the St. Vincent Hospi- 
-tal where I was admitted as a patient and I 
remember the time as being eleven thirty when 
we arrived. 

I was knocked out with drugs and shock in 
the next hour in the hospital, and three days 
later I regained conscious, I could not 
remember what had happened to me, or where I. 
was. I thought at first, in a boys fancy that 
it was heaven, for it was the most beautiful 
room I had even seen and all the white around 
my bed was angels or somebody I couldn’ t 
quite make it out. But as God gave me back 
my life, night had fallen, and I could see 
all the lights outside was the best feeling 
I’ve ever had in my life. I knew then what 
the Good book meant when I read it, and here’s 
what it said. ‘‘The earth is full of goodness 
and mercy and the Lord endoureth forever.’’ 
The outside world that day had a new meaning 
for me it was the realization that I was to 
be “part of it? té6a: ; 

But that night my daddy came to see me, he 
Shattered all my dreams of happiness and Lites 
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Wee eendrs. do you want 1 ie: Herida) 

the Doctors tell me you cannot. live? “Why? ?, 
I said, ‘‘I am not going to die. I am going 
home with you one of these days.’’ And sure 
enough four months later I did go home. By 
this time it was time for another shot by the 
nurse and she knocked me completely out 
again. I didn’t even remember when my daddy 
left. 

The next morning I awoke and felt good, 
but, having a particularly bad feeling in my 
left knee, so I decided to see what was 
wrong, SO I raised the cover and to my sur- 
Prise, I had but one leg. There was a board 
Sticking out of the bandage this did not suit 
me to well so I gave her a yank. Off came 
board, Stitches, bandages and all. Then I 
threw it on the hospital floor, and started 
crying for I had undone all the doctors had 
done for me. So back to the operating room I 
had to go for more stitches and so forth. 
They worked on me for one and one-half hours, 
before taking me back to my bed. 

Finally, back in bed and they thought JI 
would go to sleep, but I didn’t. I cried the 
rest of the day because I had lost my leg, 
and I couldn’t walk again. Incidentally, my 
hurse cried with me, too. 

After having my cry out, and the nurse 
assuring me that I would walk someday; that 
is, if I got well, walk as good as she on an 
artificial leg. So as the Doctor said: ‘Son, 
yOu can’t live*®’, the nurse still had her 
doubts too, but not me. I was quick to tell 
her everything was going to be O.K. 

The night; that particular night seemed to 
drag by, and from seven in the evening till 
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ten that night seemed long as all day and 
night together, Little did we know what was 
in store for the hospital and us patients. 
Had I known I would have slept from five p.m. 
till eleven p.m. 

For about eleven o’clock they brought a 
young man into the hospital, who had been 
crushed between two cars at the By-Products 
Plant at Fairfield Coke Plant. He was caught 
between two cars trying to couple them to- 
gether. The cars being what they call ‘‘Larry 
cars’’. The molten coke is placed in then, 
and then they in turn are transported to a 
water spray, where the coke is cooled by 
water, so they can place it in the storage 
place, within the plant and it was while the 
engineer, was pulling up to couple to a car 
standing still that the fellow was caught in 
the pit of the stomach and crushed together. 

I shall never forget the agony, pain and 
cries as long as I shall live. And his prayer 
to the Almighty God, to take him out of his 
miseries. Little did I knowtherethat a per- 
son could be driven to the brink of a dis- 
aster as, too, wanting to die. ,Being a boy, 
and being in pain, all I could do was to turn 
my back to him and in some small boy like 
thought, trying to think what he meant, when 

he said he would welcome death but, I soon 
' thought of it no more as I never could come 
up with the right answer. We all had a sleep- 
less night, but no one cared, because, people 
are sympathetic one toward the other. 

Morning, brought the light of a new day 
and a change of persons who would be in 
Charge of our cares and needs. They were a 
welcome bunch of folks, as each came by 
greeting some with a kiss, and a good morning 
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fo others, as for myself, I always got the 
kisses. 

By mid-morning the fellow who had been 
crushed, was a little bit easier than he had 
been and he and I had a heart to heart talk. 


He called me ‘‘sonny’’. He asked me my name 
and where I went to school, how old I was. 


Then he asked how I got hurt. So this line of 
questions went on till lunch time. He finally 
Sea mie oi. LT Was going to ‘make’ it.” ° “Sure, 
Heaven, knows I’m going to be alright.’ 
FeWeripe® he say¥sP"**l wrll’ pray ‘to my God 
that you will make it sonny.’’ Then I shall 
never forget what he said; and, here’s what 
he said’ “Sonny, I’m going to pray to my 
God for Death’’ by this time I was a fright- 
ened youngster, for I drew back on my pil- 
low and stared at the ceiling and thought, 
what kind of man is he, a man who wants to 
die is a sad sack. The rest of the day was a 
day of silence for me. I was just thinking 
all to myself - what’s next? 
Toles particular man. J ivied till thee next 
night at about seven o’clock. Just before he 


died he called me and said, “<Sonmydiakm 
going home to be with Jesus’’ and with a 
smile on his face I saw him (‘qie. Even in 


death, while waiting for the orderlys to take 
his body out, he still had a beautiful smile 
on. I knew then that the fellow was a child 
of a King in Heaven, where my Mother was,. and 
I’ve regretted a lot of times that I never’ 
even remembered his name or where he was 
born. There’s been a lot of times I would 
have visited his grave and placed flowers on 
co, 1 &@ LeLPing*’ the whove, “I"m trying “to say 
to parents, you think children don’t notice 
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things but herewith, is where all of you are 
entirely wrong, They know when yoy are just 
and sincere and their behavior toward parents 
is governed accordingly. 

Each day I grew a little stronger and soon 
made new friends in the hospital with the 
doctors, and nurses alike, and always during 
the course of each day everyone would come to 
my bed and have a long chat with me ,: and 
might I add that is the place I learned to 
like people, for everyone was so wonderful 
to me. 

I was strong and up around in a wheel 
Chair for about a month prior to my going 
home. The hospital was a wonderful place to 
be and each one treated me like I was Royalty 
and each time a nurse had an off day and re- 
turned to work, they would always bring me a 
present of somekind. No one but a boy can 
ever know how greatful I was for every single 
one of them. Presents are like people, each 
one has a different characteristic, and 
meaning depending upon the person who gave 
it to me. Time, was of no significance to me 
whether I was home or in the hospital. But 
before long everybody, was asking me what I 
wanted for Christmas and of all the things I 
could have had just by naming it, guess what 
I choose? I wanted a wagon for Christmas. 

I shall never forget what the nurse told 
me. She said, ‘‘Darling, of all the things we 
want to give you and you want a wagon. Don’t 
you know that it was a wagon that caused you 
to loose. your Lep?! ya" Veen = 7 seid, .@ct 
know that! But I still want a wagon’’. So 
that was settled in a little while. 

Christmas rolled around and [I got a red 
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ae ll sorts | of other 
s and one ‘or 7 Mey dink ed gave mé a 
n watch. Incidentally, I have this 
atch yet, and it still keeps correct time. 
chek ¢ had it exactly 46 years, 
The Christmas party in my room lasted 
about two hours. EI shall never forget the 
beauty of the night inside the hospital, and 
outside the hospital. For outside a snow had 
covered the ground, and the trees were all 


drooped with snow, and to me each one seemed 
Bo say,  ‘*‘Merry Christmas, and-a: welcome to 








thee, and may each day be a poeasant one for 
thee;”' 

For the next hour I cried from sheer joy, 
of the wonderful people and all the wonderous 
gifts I had received that night Right here 
let me say to all who may read these lines, 
The world is full of God’s Beauty and good- 
ness; that is, if they will only Stop and 
look around a bit, and think what they have, 
not what the other fellow has, not Wishing he 
or she could have the same things. The Good 
book says plainly that he will bless each and 
everyone in his own way. People Cannot, or 
Will not accept this. I do not wish to be 
Cynical or uncouth, but it is a wonderful 
thing to be alive, and to be able to work on 
this earth. I have had the experience of be- 
ing at deaths door, an I’ve seen people die. 
Some by fire, car wrecks and natural deaths 
and let me tell you here and now, none of 
them died easy. They fought for everything 
they had at their command. Life is Sweet, so 
give everyday of your life 24 hours of ser- 
Scere’ & span is. too short ta while BWSY 
any hour of any day. 
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But, to get back to my sitory. JT went home 
sometime in January of the vear 1920. Being 
still pale and weak, I was unable to attend 
school anymore that year. The school term 
ended, and to my surprise I was promoted to 
the fifth grade. This was in sympathy from my 
teacher to me. Teachers who read this don’ t 
promote a student from sheer sympathy. The 
student is the loser, for there was a gap in 
my Studies, that was hard for me to handle, 
for there was something I missed. 

By next school term I was able and ready 
to go back to school but, we changed to 
Cottage Hill Elementary which was three miles 
away. We kids took the three miles in stride 
and may I say I enjoyed every step of the way 
there and back home. My how time changes, my 
two youngest children sometimes think they 
can’t walk two blocks to school and patched 
clothes I had to wear at times and sometimes 
they weren’.t patches. It was as it has been 
the American way, my Mother made all my 
clothes, and God forbid the ‘‘American’’ way 
to vanish from these United States of America 

As you know by now that I am still alive 
in 1965 and I have a family of three (3) 
girls and one (1) boy. And in August of next 
year which is..1966 I wild. be 1rela@gisl eee 
retire from that U.S. Steel Company job iteg 
so choose. 

So you see I had faith in a God above and 
he has rewarded me in a number of ways and 
means. I just hope I can be as rewarding in 


some humble way to him to repay for my being 
here. 
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> Lucy Nichols Beale 






Thomas W. Nichols, my Grandfather, was 
born in South Carolina in the year of 1800. 
As this was during the time of the great 
exodus to the West, was a natural thing that 
a man who loved the wilderness and great 
outdoor life as he did would turn his face 
toward the setting sun to seek his fortune 
in the great unknown but much talked of 
‘“‘West’’. I have been unable to find out very 
much of his life while in South Carolina. 
This I do know, that he left fourteen bro- 
thers and sisters behind him when he left. 

My grandfather settled in Haberaham County 
at Clarkesville, Georgia, in 1821. Soon after 
Settling there he married. I have been un- 
able to learn this wife’s name, but to this 
union were born four children. The children’s 
names were Bill, Edd and Mary. The fourth died 
in infancy and the Mother died too very soon 
afterwards. As there were no undertakers in 
those days, the neighbors came in and built 
a rough plank coffin and laid them to rest 
in the little country Churchyard. Grandfather 
was now left with a big responsibility, that 
of gaining a livelihood from this wild coun- 
try and rearing three small children alone. 
Home was bereft of the ties that long bind 
one to it. It was very easy now for him to 
become dissatisfied and long for something 
different. So he packed his few worldly pos- 
sessions and again turned westward. Imagine 
a young man with three small children setting 
Out alone to fight his way over the unchar- 
bored forests, hills and plains. This: is the 
story of how he came to Alabama as my Father, 
Thomas Nichols and My Uncle,: RObert | By 
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Nichols, told it to me. ia 


Grandfather built a sled for there were. 


no roads to use a wagon on, packed the pots, 


pans, bedding, ax and few other belongings. 


and with his children, hitched his oxen to 
the sled and with his trusty rifle over at 
his side set out on his journey. Many of the 
hills were so steep that he had to cut trees 
with all limbs on them and tie them to the 
Sled. This served to hold the sled back and 
keep it from sliding too fast down the hills. 
Many times he had to cut the brush in order 
to pass thru. Sometimes crossing streams was 
both difficult and dangerous. A frontiersman 
values his ax next to his gun for without it, 
it would be almost impossible to clear the 
forests and build his home. He depended on 
Wild game and fish for their food on this 
i a fo 

Finally, after a journey of several weeks 
Hawkins Spring near what is now Powderly in 
Jefferson County, Alabama, was reached. 
Grandfather decided that he would stop here 
for a time at least. The neighborhood made 
this lonely man and children welcome. Every- 
one seemed so willing to do what could be 
done to help him get settled and established 
in his new home. One family was especially 
kind and helpful. In this home was a young 
girl only fifteen years old, Elizabeth Click, 
Whom Grandfather courted and married. Al- 
though very young, she made a good stepmother 
and these children always referred to her 


affectionately as ‘‘Mother’’. This was in the 
Years 1620. 

Hawkins Spring, while a pood place to 
live, was not destined to be my Grandparents? 
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home very-long, for a place which was liked 
better was found on the Little Warrior River 
near what is now Porter, a location that 
seemed to fill his ideals of a home. Fish and 
game of all description were bountiful. 

Grandfather entered 160 acres of Govern- 
ment land and began clearing it. He built a 
log house with the timber that. came off the 
land. The logs were hewed square and uhe 
corners dovetailed. This made a strong and 
comfortable home for his bride and children. 
The timber with whicn the house was built was 
aiieneart and one room of it is still in use 
after over one hundred years. My uncle: is 
using it for a Stable. From the looks of it 
one might judge that it is good for a long 
time to come. There were no such things as 
nails so the windows and doors were fastened 
together by wooden pins placed through holes 
that were burned with hot irons. At this 
place the neighbors were helpful too. They 
gathered together and helped clear:-the land 
and build the house. 

After the house was built and the land 
cleared, crops were planted. Still the crops 
were not the only source of food, for game 
was plentiful. beer and wild turkey were the 
most hunted. My father said that he firmly 
believed there was a turkey for every acre 
of land in that part of:the country. Squirrel 
and rabbits also added to the family larder, 
and fish from the river was a much enjoyed 
delicacy My Grandfather put a fish trap in 
the river on a shoal close to his home that 
Merete any. tash: This trap’ is still -inuse 
See ve mncae, | In the spring and-.fall wild 
duck and geese were always to be found on the 
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river and as conservation of game aud birds 
was unheard of, of course they contributed 
to the food supply. A game that is not often 
mentioned by pioneers was wild hogs. These 
were ferocious, too but they roamed those 
woods in considerable numbers. Since food was 
pentliful the main thing was to keep plenty. 
of ammunition to kill’ it with. The river. 
banks were fertile so it was not such a dif- 
ficult task to secure a good living. 

However, it was indeed a blessing that 
food was plentiful as there were fifteen 
children born to my grandparents, all of whom 
grew to manhood and womanhood. With the other 
three children this was, indeed, a large 
family, but from accounts of families of 
early pioneers this was not an unusuakly 
large one. The striking point is ‘that they 
all but one grew to be strong healthy men 
and women. These children were John, San, 
Andrew, Matt, Alfred, Eliza, Tom, Pink, Lou, 
Robert, Harold, Sally, Margaret, and Solomon. 
Of these children only two left Alabama- to 
live. Bill and Abb went to Etawanbia County 
in Mississippi. Their descenuants still live 
there. The others settled near their home 
place and their descendants are found in all 
parts of Jefferson, Walker, and Cullman 
counties. Many of them have gone to other 
states in the Union. 

Uncle John died when a very young man. 
Uncle Tom said that he was one of the bright- 
est boys he had ever seen, and many people 
Said that he would never live to be grown. 
One summer he was taken sick, and one day 
While he was very sick a dove came and sat 
on the roof of the house and cooed its most 
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mournful notes. It came back the same time 
‘for three days and on the third day John died. 
The dove never came back. While my father is 
not superstitious, I could see when he was 
telling this that he felt that somehow the 
dove had some connection with my uncle’s 
death. 

My grandfather’s people wrote occasionally 
to one of grandfather’s brothers in South 
Carolina, and after my grandfather’s death, 
which occurred in 1870, this brother wrote 
many letters advising the children how to 
live. He always insisted on high moral char- 
acter in this letters. I tried to secure some 
of these letters but was unable to do so. 
I did get his picture. At the time the pic- 
ture was made he was a middle aged man with 
a long beard very much like the men of that 
day wore it, and I think he must have been a 
handsome man. 

Grandfather’s children never saw but one 
of my grandfather’s brothers. This one, whose 
name was John, was in Tennessee going west- 
ward also when aman who had lived near my 
grandfather told him about grandfather in 
Alabama. John Came all the way down here to 
see him. After staying a while he decided to 
move onward. Uncle Rob said that one morning 
just as day was breaking John, with his gun 
on his shoulder and ammunition pouch on his 
back, started over the mountain toward the 
west. The family watched him until he dis- 
appeared. This was the last‘they ever saw of 
him, nor did they ever hear of him again. 
When the Civil War came on a soldier who came, 
back reported that this brother was killed 
in the Battle of the Wilderness. There must 

187 






have been a longing in Grandfather’s heart 
for the loved ones he had left behind him, 
although I imagine that his busy life left 
him little time to dwell upon the past. 


Ee x ae 





Uncle Tom Nichols on left. 
Uncle Rob Nichols on right. 
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| . ¢*JUST LIKE A TREE’’ 
By: Mrs. John W. (Clarice) Collins 










‘‘For he shall be as a tree planted by the 
aters, and that spreadeth out her roots by 
ene river.’’ gers * 1728 


ow typical this is of your fathers family. 


How I often wish I had written down all 
he stories, the history of my father’s family 
as told to me by my aunts: Aunt Doris, Aunt 
Annie and Aunt Lucy. Those rich and valuable 
rices of family history are lost to me, but 
the memories of my childhood and associations 
ith my father’s family have influenced my 
life and I have always been very proud that 
I have the name of Harrell, and proud that I 
was mv father’s daughter. 

When I was not quite eight years old, my 
father lost his life in amine explosion, 
#4 mine. He went in to inspect the mine with 
a fellow worker just before the men were to 
go down into the mine to work. 

‘Gas’had escaped through some source and 
my father lost his life and hisS companion was 
seriously burned, but did recover. 

This was a tragedy in the life of a little 
girl and never forgotten. 

My father’s family, loved us all the more 
because of this great loss and were always 
mindful of our welfare and need for their 
love. 

Well, do I remember aunt Donie Harrell 
Teasley and the loss of her only little 
daughter, but the love she had for all the 
ebildrensimothe “family eave to us all her 
limitless store of family history and stories, 
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all from the Bible - her Blue Back Speller - 
and her early experiences as a teacher enter 
tains us. Some of Birmingham’s prominent citi 
zens learned to spell and read at Aunt Donie’: 
knee, ! ' 
Aunt Ann, the welcome we received at her 
home, the big fluffy biscuits we enjoyed with 
her children, our cousins, mostly though, I 
remember her great love for books, good books 
poets and classics. A good book was her 
favorite companion. 

Aunt Lucy, it would take too long to tell 
of all Aunt Lucy could do and say. Quite an 
event, when she came to our home, after 
Uncle Charlie’s death. Neighbors were called 
over to enjoy with us her original poems, _ 
Which she knew word for word and gave with. 
much feeling and expression. All were poems 
of her trust and faith in God, of his love 
and the beautiful ’world now and the Heaven 
to come. We always had a place ateAunt Lucy’s 
long table, on the bench with her children. 

Aunt Ada, who loved us. Aunt Emma, in 
whose home we knelt at night in family devot- 
ion. 

Aunt- ‘‘Sak’’ whom I saw once or twice, who 
moved to Indian territory as a bride and 
raised her family ‘‘out west’’. 

My father’s brothers I did not see so 
often, but their daughters I love dearly and 
appreciate, 

In the beginning, when, I was a small child 
I vaguely remembér Grandma Harrell. She and 
my Grandmother Thomas were quite good friends. 
Though there was a difference in their church 
affiliations, they both were good Christian 
women and both grandmothers have had a Chris- 
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tian influence in my life. 

My Mothers sisters, Aunt Molly Thomas 
Corn and her children have always been very 
dear to me. So has Aunt Agnes Thomas Ferguson, 
who has seemed like an older sister, as has 
Cousin Jessie, Aunt Molly’s eldest daughter. 
She and Aunt Agnes are near the same age. 

Mary, Nellie and Felton, Aunt Molly’s 
other children and my two sisters, Lillian 
wet oregd and 1 all .went,to..the Little 
Pratt City Baptist Church. My father’s family 
mostly are Methodist except for Aunt Donie 
who was Presbyterian. 

I remember, however, Aunt Donie saying, 
all were Presbyterians until they came to 
Pratt City and there was no church, but a 
Methodist Church and the family went to the 
Methodist Church. 

One of the men in the family, was a Pres- 
byterian minister and several Presbyterian 
Churches today were organized under his 
ministry. 

There are many reminisciences of the 
family but Bertha asked me to tell something 
of my husband’s family, the Collins. 

John Collins came to Virginia from Eng- 
lant. navyineg,come from Ireland in .1569. 
From this immigration, came the large family 
oTecollLins. 

My husband, John Wood Collins, was the 
grandson of Charles Wood Collins, who was 
born and lived in Virginia until he came to 
Alabama to Rodney Plantation, Allenville, 
Alabama, Marengo County. There my husband’s 
tather,, John Wood Collins, was. born, the 
Oldest son of his father’s first wife. He 
married Ashley Jeter of Virginia and they 
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had three children. He and a small son died 
during a typhoid epidemic and eight months 
later, my husband, John Wood, Jr. was born. 

He lived at Rodney all his early life. 
He was in World War I in the Navy until 1919. 
We married’'in 1920. We had four children 
Harry F. Collins, John Wood Collins III, 
Faith Elizabeth and Charles Jeter. | 

My husband died September 1944, while 
working at Charleston Navy Yard, gyro tech- 
nician, World War II. 

My sons Harry and Jack served during this 
time. ‘‘Jack’’ as we called him, died Feb- 
ruary 1952. He was not married. 

Harry is still in the Air Force, in the 
Strategic Air Command in Omaha, Nebraska. He 
has been in Japan and Guam and other bases 
in the United Staees. 

He and his wife, Marion Hancock Collins, 
have four children, Harry F. Cdlivns, 
married to Dorothy Lée Smith, June 6, 1965, 
Deborah Marion, Joann Gayle, and Barry Rich- 
ard. 

Faith is married to Charles Tim Traylor. 
They have one little son, Nathan Andrew and 
they live in Hickory, North Carolina. 

Charles married Theresa Spears. They have 
two sons, Charles Melvin and Brian Ashley. 
They live in Birminghan. 

Our male children are the last of the 
Collins line to carry on the name. There is 
Still living, Harry T. Collins, 85 )yearego.c. 
Married Ludie Spinks, when he was not a 
young man. They have had no children. There 
are other children, grandchildren. great 
grandchildren, but they da not tavercoc 
Collins name. 
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Richmond, Ashland, Penola, Ideal, Virginia 
are all places of family history, homes and 
cemeteries of Collins family. 

St. Andrews Episcopal cemetery is the 
resting place of many Alabama Collins though 
they were members of the little Baptist 
Church in Pararieville, Alabama. 

Grandpa Collins (Charles Wood Collins) had 
many brothers and sisters. His oldest sister, 
Jane Collins, married William Wright. They 


had a son William Wallace Wright. William 


Wallace married Annie Davis and they had a 
son, Harrell S. Wright. 

My mother-in-law, Ashley JetereCol lanay 
told me years ago that a Mr. Harrel married 
a Collins girl and worked in a Carriage Shop 
owned by Mr. William Wright, who was the 
brother-in-law of Charles W. Collins, my 
children’s great grandfather. Mr. Harrell met 
sudden detth when a saw blade became dis- 
lodged and killed him. 

The,name Sale is also very much in evi- 
dence in the Collins family. Uncle John 
Harrell, my father’s brother was John Sale 
Harrell. Sale or Sayle would be the same 
family. 

Since the Harrells, the Merediths, Wyatts, 
McLeans, all came from Virginia and North 
Carolina, Maryland, I believe that previous 
to our marriage of Harrell and Collins, that 
the two families had inter-married, four 


generations ago. Another coincidence, in the 


family records, there are several Clarissa 
Collins, Clarissa is used in the various kin 
of the Collins family and there is a Clarissa 
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Coleman, whose great grandmother was a 
Collins, sister of Grandpa, Charles Wood 
Collins. So Clarice or Clarissa Collins, is 
found at least 10 times in the Collins family 
history. | 

The name. Smith is very prominent in this 
family. Sallie Coleman Collins, another of 
grandpa’s sister married Captain Cornelius 
Timothy Smith. He and his wife were very 
prominent in the early annuals of Virginia 
history and in Confederate records of Vir- 
ginia history. 

My daughter says that there are many 
Harrells now in Winston-Salem, Hickory, North 
Carolina. All are quite prominent and leading 
citizens in their communities. 

My husband’s mother, Ashley Jeter Collins 
wa® born in Virginia and her family was of 
Broadders, Burrus, on the mother’s side and 
Jeter, some of whom were very active in early 
Baptist history, as pastors and secretaries 
of various Baptist organizations. It is 
thought the Jeter family is of Normandy and 
French descent. To my surprise, I read that 
Harrell is also of French. 


‘ ‘REMEMBERING’ ’ 





When I first started to school, we lived 
in Wylam, #4 Mine. Our home was inclosed 
around with a high stockade fence and to get 
inside, you had to: be identified because the 
mines, the mines mules, and all the ‘ ‘company 
valuables and property’’ were inclosed in 
this stockade. 

There was a little store just on the other 
Side of this great solid fence and my sister, 
Lillian and I, dug a little hole underneath 
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the fence, just large enough to call through 
to the owner of the store. 

We put our little faces on the ground and 
called, ‘‘Mickey, Mickey, we’want some candy.’’ 
He would put the candy in our hands and we 
would give him our pennies. 

Another incident, I remember, I was about 
six years old and my sister was four, the 
youngest sister was about two and there was a 
little baby brother, who died a few months 
after my father’s death. Aunt Lucy came to 
eat dinner with.us, and asked if we had an 
onion. Papa said, ‘‘Lillian, get Aunt Lucy 
an onion,” ~*~“ '*No,’’ she said. He insisted, 
tried to get her to get the onion, without 
punishing her but Sister would not get up 
and get the onion. 

eWell "he said,’ if you-don’t 1’ 11 put 
you in the yard with, the mules.’’ He thought 
surely this would bring result&, but Sister 
would not budge. So, to keep his word, Papa 
took her down to the lot where the nine mules 
were kept, and put her in a far corner of the 
Lot. 

Sister did not cry, neither did she ever 
get Aunt Lucy the onion. 

I remember, because I followed along and 
did all the crying. 

Reminds me again, when I was in school, 
Saeter was in’ the first «grade and I was 
probably in the third or fourth. 

Sietereaid not. hurry to be on time for 
school and I had to leave her. Long after the 
lare belistad rung, I saw Sister’ slowly 
approaching the school. 

Pestarced erying bitterly. My teacher 

Samanetie erepasons: “*O0h,"’<1,.cried,; ‘ ‘Sister’ s 
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late and her teacher is going to whip her!’? 
My teacher assured me that she would not get 
a whipping but every morning I went. to school 
with much apprehension as my sister never 
mind being late for she did not like to go 
to school. She wanted to stay at home and 
play. 

My first grade teacher was Miss Lois 
McKenzie and our school room had been Mr. 
Stovalls Grocery Store. A little‘wooden frame 
one room building, with a large coal heater 
to keep usS warm in the winter. months. This 
was a temporary arrangement because I remem- 
ber I was. in the new brick building (which 
still stands) when I was in the third grade. 

One of the greatest influences in my, life 
is that of my first grade teacher, Miss Lois 
and now after 58 years, I stil] shave oa 
cherished letter, written in her beautiful 
script, to a little: girl,' not prettysenut 
Miss Lois wanted me to grow to noble woman- 
hood, 

All the lessons are not taught from books 
but a dedicated, Christian teacher, plants 
seeds of character and strength. 

My life has been richly blessed by good 
teachers who loved the children. Miss Ella 
McRee, Miss Mamie Henry, Miss West, are some 
of my earlier ones in the Pratt City School. 

The little wooden frame church which 
burned ten years ago and is now replaced with 
a beautiful building was my source of good in 
my- early life. Two of the pastors, Bro: White 
and Bro. Barnes are two I remember. The 
Sunday School teachers, who taught us lessons 
out of the Bible, still remain in my memory. 
Two I remember, Mrs. Harris and Mrs. H-.B. 
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Allen, and Miss Floy White, our Sunbeam 
teacher, daughter of the pastor, who later 
with her husband, Rev. Adams went to China, 
as Baptist missionaries. 

When I was young, (I left Pratt City when 
I was sixteen years of age,) the churches not 
only provided spiritual food but they also 
supervised and sponsored our social 147 oy 
Church socials, parties, picnics, kodak 
parties, tacky parties, meetings in the 
homes, refreshments, lemonade and ginger- 
bread, homemade,ice cream, at Christmas the 
Christmas story birth of Jesus, in song, 
and costume. Then the Christmas tree, with 
bags of fruit, an apple, orange, raisins, a 
few mixed nuts from Santa Claus, a presentt 
for each child, from the Sunday School 
teacher. 

Maybe, just a little handmade book mark, 
but made with love. Pratt City then and now 
hsa always been a good place to grow up in, 
because here people are church going people 
and-plan-for the young people. 

My life was a sheltered, protected life. 
Home, church and school, all assumed respon- 
sibility for the children. 

All churches worked together for the conm- 
mon good of the community and we attended 
revivals, protracted meetings and other 
church sponsored meetings or parties, @s 
groups of young people growing up together. 

Poowes aL tne Methodist Chirch, Bro. 
Hanes, Evangelist, at a revival, that I came 
to the realization hhat I wanted my life to 
pea Christian life. 
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TO LAURA | oth 


The time shall. come when we have parted. 
When we have bid each other adieu 

Oh, then will you think of the absent 
As he shall be thinking of You? . 


Will you think of the moments together 
So sweetly and happily spent 

When the presence of one to the other 
New blessings and blessings lent. 


When all the sweet smiling faces 

That form the home circle are met 

When lonely and vacant my place is 
Will you think of me then with regret? 


Will you listen sometimes for my foot fall 
And long for my coming at last 

And when not a shadow approaches 

Turn sadly away from the past? 


Will you think with a feeling of wonder 
Whose hand may be clasping in mine 

And know that in born appearance 

That none could be dearer than thine? 


Will you wonder whose lips may be breathing 
Their soft honeyed vows in my ear 

And then from a heart overflowing 

Will you shed for the absent a tear? 


Will you meet in regions of fancy 

And part back the locks from my brow 
And reach out your arms to embrace me 
And love me as fondly as now? 


And when your soul’s earnest petition 
Goes up to the maker of men 
In those hours of devotion, dear Laura 


Will you think - will you think of-me- then? 
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Your friend forever, 


George E. Harrell 
Hillsboro, Alabama 
August 12th, A.D. 1860 


Bertha, 


Mildred has the book of Laura Harrell, 
with this poem in it, Uncle John gave it to 
her. 

I don’t know whether Mildred will use it 
or not in her book (if she ever writes it) 
but this is supposed to be an original poem, 
that our great grandfather wrote to his 
sister Laura while she was in Montevallo 
College. 

Incidentally, two of the Harrell Cousins, 
Meredith by name were founders of Montevallo 
College, which I think.was in the beginning 
a Presbyterian College. You will have to 
check with Mildred, she has all this infor- 
mation written down. 
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‘ MY FOND MEMORIES OF WILLIAMSBURGQ’ ’ 
by: Mrs. Elzada E. Capps 


Mr. W.J. Capps’ family and Mr. J.L. Quinn’s 
family moved from Ensley and Wylam to Will- 
iamsburg in March, 1929. There were four 
children of the Capps’ family, Raymond, 0’ Bera 
Adene and Joyce. We had an older son, Bealon, 
living in Miami, Florida married. The Quinns 
had five children Olen, Cecil, Wesley, Harry 
and Lorene. We all moved into the Johnson 
house. A big two story house with a large 
roomy yard and lots cf trees. The Johnson 
place had been empty for @tiet a while. There 
was a windmill in the front yard which pumped 
water from a well at the base of the windmill 
until some one dropped a 2 by 4 down into the 
well years back. The windmill turned when the 
wind blew. It made a squeaky noise that 
sounaed scary until you got use to the noise. 
On the back porch was a well, but we learned 
it would go dry in hot weather, so there was 
no water. We thought up a way to have water. 
Mr. Capps made some troughs that carried the 
water from the eaves of the house to the well 
when it rained. We had water year round for 
house cleaning and washing of clothes. We had 
to walk about a mile to bring water in buck- 
ets from a well on the Williams’ place above 
the J. W. Collier’s place, to drink. 

Mrs. Collier was our first visitor. We 
thought she was so nice. She turned out to 
be our good neighbor and friend. Mrs. Alma 
Cooper, Mrs. Moss Nichols and Mrs. Rob (Joda) 
Nichols, came later to visit us. They too 
were good neighbors and friends. The first 
Summer was a busy one learning so many new 
friends. The Capps’ children met the Collier’s 
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phittdren, which was a large family. Soon they 
weré giving parties at different houses, some- 
times at our home. There they would square 
dance in the large living room with Mr. Capps . 
calling for the dance. They all had a big 
time. 

In the fall of 1929 Mr. Quinn moved his 
family back to Wylam. Mrs. Mattie Quinn is my 
husband’s sister. We had the big house to our- 
selves. Mr. Capps was working in the mines at 
Porter. 

On October 22, 1929, we were blessed with 
another son. Donald was a fat little fellow, 
he was delivered by Dr. Snow. That made us six 
children. 

The Williamsburg Church was across the road 
from us. It wasn’t being used because it 
needed a lot of work done on it. Mr. Collier, 
Mr. Moss Nichols, and Mr. Cooper met one day 
at the church to decide on what to do with 
the church. My husband and his brother, George 
went out there. They learned that they were 
thinking of fixing the church back to start 
having Services again. George told them he 
knew a contractor who would do the work for 
them. They told him to get the contractor down 
there. Soon the two story building was being 
torn down. They were careful with the lumber 
because they could use it in the new church. 
To my Knowledge the flooring and shingles were 
tne only new lumber they had to buy. They had 
to buy a new piano and oil lamps. Soon the 
church was ready for the first service in a 
number of years. Mr. Amos Nichols was the 
first preacher to hold services in the new 
church. After the church was started again 
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everyone started coming back to church. I 
moved my letter from Ensley Baptist Church. 


O’ Bera, Adene and Raymond moved theirs also. 
The first regular preacher was Bro. John 
Bean, Dexter Nichols brought him to the ser- 
vices. Every second and fourth Sundays was 
preaching. We had Sunday School every Sunday. 
Prayer meetings on Wednesday nights, singings 
on Friday nights. John Collier was song leader 

Memorial Day for the cemetery was held the 
second Sunday in May. Flowers were put on the. 
graves. Everyone brought their dinner in 
baskets. The men had already built tables to 
spread dinner out. We all ate together, enjoy- 
ing the dinners. We would have singing after 
dinner. Singers came from everywhere. 

We had big revivals and old members came 
back. My husband joined the church at one of 
the revivals and was baptized in the Warrior 
River. 

All of us ladies would get together and 
have quilting parties. We really did enjoy 
getting together and helping one another. 

On Christmas we would have a big tree with 
gifts for everyone. Moss Nichols played Santa 
Clause. One year Dexter got up a play called 
Philaphenia Popover. 0’ Bera was Philaphenia 
playing opposite Dexter. The Collier and 
Nichols children had parts in the play. Every- 
one enjoyed it. 

Joyce started to school in 1931 at Porter. 
Mrs. Howton swas principal and teacher there. 
The school was a two room building. Donald had 
just started to talking and he would listen 
to Joyce read, then he started to recite her 
reading. Joyce had good attendance in school. 

While living at Williamsburg we had a big 
forest fire. Mr. John Collier’s folks and Mr. 
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Rob Nichols and several others cume to help 
fight the fire. The fire got up to the barn 
and close to the house. We all sure had to, 
fight hard to put the fire out. 

Adene married Delwin Boyett from Ensley in 
November, 1931 and 0’ Bera married Oscar 
Wellborn, also from Ensley July 20, 1932. 

We moved to Porter Mines community from 
Williamsburg in the fall of 1932. Mr. Capps 
was still working in the mines. Donald started 
to school in 1925. Mr. and Mrs. Howton were 
principal and teacher. It was a two room 
school with-a hall separating the two rooms. 
Donald learned real fast. He had a perfect 
attendance and a good record from 1935 to 1943. 

We moved to the Williams place from Porter 
in 1935, we called it Red Hill. From there we 
moved to Uncle Rob Nichols place. Aunt Joda 
and I had lots of good times together. I re- 
member one time when they were going to Rob’s 
uncle to rob bee hives. I told them I would 
help. They thought sure I would run but I 
didn’ t and netther did I get stung by the bees 

In 1940 Alabama Power Company’ ran the 
electricity down to Porter. We had Oscar to 
wire the Nichols house for us. I went to the 
neightors and members of the church to make 
up money to put electric lights jnto’ the 
church. Oscar wired the church and donated his 
work to the church. 

Joyce went to Bayview school from Porter 
school. She had to walk about two miles to the 
church to catch the bus. Donald was still in 
Porter school. They didn’t go to school when 
-it snowed. They closed the schools during that 
time. Donald finished school in Porter, then 
he went to Mulga school one year, then to 
Bavview and the next year he got promoted to 
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high school with all perfect attendance. ta 
the meantime Joyce was going to Minor High 
riding the bus. Don started to Minor High with 
Joyce. Joyce finished high school at Minor 
with good attendance. 

Don went on to Minor school until we moved 
to Hueytown. There he played in the band and 
kept his perfect attendance. When Donald 
started to work after serving his time in the 
Navy, Oscar got him a job at the Commercial 
Printing Company. He married after that to a 
girl from East Lake, Bertha Mae Joyce is her 
name. They now live in East lake and own 
their home. They have two boys Michael and 
David and a girl named Nancy. Donald is still 
working at the Commercial Printing Company as 
an Advertisement Salesman. He has worked for 
this one place all this time. 

The boys are trying to make perfect atten- 
dance in school like their daddy. So far the 
oldest son, Michael has, but David has had 
the measles and had to miss out of school. 

Since we moved from Porter so much has 
happened. I lost my husband in March 1959. JI 
live in Birmingham close to Birmingham Sou- 
thern College, and own my home. My children 
all live in the Birmingham area except Adene, 
She lives in Seattle, Washington. She lost 
Delwin eight years ago. She and her children, 
who are married still live there. My oldest 
Son, Bealon and his wife, Marie live in 
Atlanta, Geongia. 
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NEVER MISSED DAY—Donald 
Capps, who lives at Porter. 13 
miles from Bayview Junior High 
School where he graduated last 
week, had to walk a mile every 
day to catch his school bus—even 
in rain and snow. His attendance 
record was perfect. He never 
made an absent or tardy mark in 
his entire school life. He went to 
Porter School, Mulga, before en- 
tering Bayview. His parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Capps. He 
way enroll at Minor High this 
Fall. : 





Ozella Harkey and husband 
Travis Jones, 





MY GRANDFATHER, ED HICKS 


Ses Be0 by Mrs. Curtis (Bertha Hicks) 
Blackston 


Rev. Ed Hicks, my grandfather was a Civil 
War veteran. He was in the war four years, 


three months and eighteen days. He was cap- 
tured at the foot of Missionary Ridge by the 


Union Army and was a prisoner of war until 


the war ended. 


He came home and met my grandmother. They 
ran away to Mississippi and got married. They 
came back and started raising their family. 
As there was no church at Shady. Grove they 
would walk days and nights to Williamsburg 
to go to church and they were saved during a 
revival. One time Mr. Moss Nichol’s daddy 
asked them to spena the night because my 
grandma and the children were tired. Grandpa 
walked home and cared for the*animals and 
milked and got some clothes. It was ten or 
twelve miles through the woods and he had to 
cross the creek to go from Shady Grove to 
Williamsburg. Grandpa was baptized when they 
had to break the ice. Then Grandpa was called 
to preach. He was a wonderful man of God. 

They built a church at Shady Grove and we 
all went there. My Mother, father and all 
went there until I was ten years old. We 
moved to a farm about five miles from 
Williamsburg and started to Williamsburg 
Church in 1920. 

I married Curtis Blackston in 1928. We had 
twin daughters born to us in 1930. I was 
saved at Williamsburg in 1931 and started 
to work for the Lord. We reared our family 
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of eight thildren close to Williamsburg. 

Curtis and five of the children were 
Saved. Later as the children came of age of 
accountality. We bought an acre of land and 
moved to Maytown in 1952. We went back to 
Williamsburg for a few months and then we 
joined the church at Maytown and then my 
other three children were saved. My mother 
was a member of Williamsburg Church when she 
died January 15, 1962. 

My grandfather Died December, 1928. 


Mrs. Curtis (Bertha) Blackston 
formerly Bertha Hicks 
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My name is Evelyn Nichols Dean. I was born 
in Labuca, but moved to the Williamsburg 
community when I was only four years of age. 
My parents were Moss C. and Nannie Ellen — 
Nichols. My dad was a farmer, and I might 
add, a very good one. There were ten of us 
children, seven were Nichols children and- 
three were Youngbloods. Mother having been 
married before and was a widow with three 
children when she and my father married, 
two boys: and one girl. Reed, Stanley and 
Inez. There was never any difference made 
with us, and we could never tell any diff- 
erence, all shared and shared alike, and all 
were loved just the same. 

We worked hard on the farm, and didn’t 
have a lot, but we had parents who taught us 
‘how to live. They were hard working, honest 
God-fearing parents. And left us a heritage 
far greater than money. They are both gone 
now, amd we children feel that no children 
in the world had finer parents than we did. 

Some of the earliest memories of my child- 
hood and some of the happiest were going to 
Uncle Rob’s house down on the river. My dad 
and Uncle Rob were more like brothers than 
Uncle and Nephew. And it was always a great 
joy to go down there and play. We had many 
happy days, going to the river and swimming, 
of course Mama lived in constant fear that 
some of us would be drowned. But always Dad 
or some of Uncle Rob’s boys, would be with us 
and they were all excellent swimmers. When I 
became. school age, my second grade teacher 
was Bertha.Nichols, one of Uncle Rob’s girls. 
And I shall never forget how kind and helpful 


[ieee enon) vs " *kidg*.’ teaching us.to 
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read and write. I remember I used to think 
She was the prettiest thing I ever saw, and 
she wore a gold watch around her neck and to. 
me that watch was the most wonderful thing 
in the world. She used to let me look at it 
at recess and taught me to tell time by it. 
The day the Armistice was signed I shall 
never forget. Bertha had us all march out of 
school and rang the big bell we had at school 
and of course pledge allegiance and salute 
the flag. My first thought was of my big 
brother, Reed, who was Overseas, and I was 
So happy to think that now he would be coming 
home. 

AS we grew older there were many happy 
occasions we can recall, one of them was 
the height of summer for us, when Uncle Amos 
would come to Williamsburg to run a revival. 
He would always stay at our home and bring 
Some of his children with him and that was 
always a happy time at our home. My, how he 
could preach and the crowds that would come, 
and at the close there would always be a big 
baptizing. 

I suppose our life would seem rather dull 
to some folks now but to us it was a happy 
childhood and growing up, and I shall always 
thank God for my parents, my cousins and my 
friends of this community where I grew up. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ross J. Crossley think 
their town again has a future. 





NICHOLS FISH TRAP 
By: Alice Nichols Higgins 


The Trap was built with Poplar. There were 
the gunnels, cross bars and,fingers. 

The two gunnels were 8 x 12 and 20 feet 
long. These gunnels were hewed out with a 
broad ax. The front end of these gunnels' 
was anchored 6 feet apart in rock hewed out 
in river bed with an elevation of about 5 
feet from front end to back. | 

The cross bars and fingers were hewed out 
with sledge hammer and bar. 

There were 4 sets of fingers, these 
‘fingers were set 3 inches apart in treanches 
ion cross bar and nailed, second set dropped 
about 6 inches under back of first set and 
i'elevated with gunnel, third and fourth set 
rlikewise. 
| The first Fish Trap was built in the-year 
11845 by my grandpa, Thomas Nichols, when he 
isettled with nis family on Little Warrior 
/River. The main purpose of the trap was in 
furnishing food for his family. After Grandpa, 
iThomas Nichols died, my fatner, Robert 
/Nichols, Sr. acquired the property. This Fish 
|Trap continued to serve its purpose as a 
good source of providing food for the family. 
As the surrounding territories grew with 
more people, and the mode of transportation 
became somewhat better, the Fish Trap began 
ito prove itself as a good financial invest- 
}ment. At first the fish were peddled in wagons 
}and sold th nearby communities. " 
| After cars became available, people came 
| from miles around to buy a fresh live fish. 
The fish were brought in alive from the trap- 
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and put into ponds, thereby making it poss 
ible for people to get their fish fresh and 
alive. 

The biggest fish runs were made when the 
moon and water were just right, usually a 
dark night, at these times, tons of fish were 
caught and sold. 

Many people tried to duplicate the Fish 
Trap, but failed. This Fish Trap built near 
a shoal made a perfect location. 

In the early 1920’s, the government built 
Lock 17, which backed the water on the old 
location, (the original fish trap). It was 
necessary to build a new Fish Trap where 
there was a shoal and a swift flow of water. 
My father, Robert Nichols, Sr. (Uncle Rob) 
owned land one mile on both sides of the 
river. The fish and game department would not 
allow the whole width of the river to be 
blocked by a Fish Trap and Dam. Papa then 
went upstream to an Island. From this island 
to the other side of the river was the new 
location of a new Fish Trap. The second Fish 
Trap was a long, tedious process, my brother 
Oscar (Doc), and my papa would work long 
hours carrying boulders and‘rocks from the 
river bed. The rocks were laid by hand in V 
Shape to build the Dam. They were laid on top 
of another until the top rose well above the 
water line. 

It was during the building of this Fish 
Trap that Oscar dreamed Papa had called him 
to go down to the Fish Trap. Still deep 
in sleep, he arose, dressed himself, and 
Started for the Fish Trap. Before reaching 
the river he walked through a branch} Jthe 
water waking him up. It was 1:30 a.m. when 
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Oscar was excitedly telling me (Alice) about 
his sleep walking incident. 


As all the boys grew older and had fami- 


Mlies of their own, it grew increasingly 


harder for Papa to manage the Trap alone. 
About a year betore the death of Papa in 
1938, the government again raised Lock 17, 
thereby ruining the Fish Trap. Although he 
was compensated by the government, he was 
disappointed. I sometimes wonder if perhaps 


this great disappointment did not hasten 


his death. 
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‘*I REMEMBER WILLIAMSBURG’ ’ wy ’ 
By: Inez Youngblood Drew. Step- daughter O28 
Moss Click Nichols and my mother was Nannie 
Ellen Nichols. 


As a child we lived at Labuco, Alabama 

three miles from Williamsburg. The Warrior 
River ran between the two places. I walked 
One mile to my step-great uncles home, Uncle 
Pink Nichols. ‘Waiting for me were his two 
daughters, Bird and Mirt. Most of the time 
we could wade the river, but sometimes we 
rowed a boat. We had some great and Godly men 
in the church. I don’t think it possible for 
me to judge' the one that had the most influ- 
ence in molding our lives, they each shared 
Something. Uncle Charlie Click ‘‘as we called 
him’’, was a saint on earth. I remember the 
big two-story church, and Sunday night of the 
Storm, I was kneeling by the Side of Uncle 
Charlie as he prayed, and believe me he could 
make the rafters shake. I took hold of his 


Shirt-tail-and said, ‘Uncle Charl te, th) i4 ee 
Storm.’’ He kept right on praying and I kept 
On pulling until he put his arm around me and 
Said ‘‘Pray child, pray’’. I will never for- 


get what comfort that was. The storm passed 
us. A book couid be written about Uncle 
Charlie, his never-failing strength and 
faith. All the goodness Wrapped up in hin. 
For example, I was sick with fever, he came 
On Sunday to see me, we had no ice or ice 
box; we never saw ice in summer except fourth 
of July. I wanted some crushed ice, so Uncle 
Charlie went in his buggy two miles and had 


them open the Commissary so he could bring 
me ice, 
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Uncle Ed Hicks was duo thet favorite of 
mine, I thought he could heal everything and 
he showed this in many ways. He was a huge 
man and very handsome. With a long white 
beard and the strength of a lion. One thing. 
I remember he taught us that no matter whose 
side we were on we could still live and love 
and the past was the past. An instance, he 
fought in the Civil War for the Rebs, while 
Pap Lloyd fought on the Yankee side, they 
would spend the day on my Mother’s porch 
after they were very old and tell of the 
battles. Pap said, ‘‘Ed where were you at a 
certain battle?’’ Uncle Ed replied, ‘‘Se, Se, 
I was setting on the other side of: the river 
pumping lead right back at ye.’’ Then they 
would laugh. So I learned then that we do not 
hold grudges. We can’t afford that luxury. 
We had few cars so we walked. I remember 
the long walks to the Goolsby home, and what 
wonderful voices, and we were all just one 
big family. I can’t remember loving any one 
girl like I did Verda Collier. She has been 
my sister-in-law for forty some years and is 
still the same sweet person. And I think I 
was as much a part of Uncle Rob Nichols’ 
family as I was of my own. They were sincere. 
good people. We moved when I was fourteen 
years old, one mile from Williamsburg. ¥e 
lived on a high hill and just at the foot of 
the hill ran the river where Uncle Rob and 
Aunt Alice Nichols lived. We loved the river 
and stayed in it every chance we got, al- 
though Uncle Rob threatened to frail the tar 
out of us. One day he was reaily coming after 
us, we tore down quite a bit of his corn but 
we beat him to the house and had our clothes 
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on when he got there. Oh, yes we were nude, 

We rode horseback mostly, bareback like 
Indians. Very few saddles were available. I 
believe life in a place like Williamsburg is 
worth all the gold. It teaches so much. The 
habits of wild life, what snakes to kill and | 
What snakes to let live. One learns how to 
take care of the animals, sick or well. We 
had our troubles and heart aches of course, 
but that was life. The thing that meant most 
was our love and concern for each other. We 
Still have that love and devotion. I thank 
my Heavenly Father for my heritage, 
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Letter From Mrs. Lillian Nichols Hadnot to 
Granddaughter 


Dear Janice, 


I don’t know whether you know when I was a 
little girl I had five brothers and four sis- 
ters (ten of us in all) and with Papa and 
Mamma that made twelve in our family. We 
called Daddy and Mother ‘ ‘Papa and Mamma’’. We 
had five bedrooms and all the boys slept in 
one end of the house, Papa and Mamma in the 
middle and all the girls in the other end of 
the house. We had a real long table and Papa 
and Mamma made us all eat every meal together. 

When I got to be nine years old, or about 
that old, I had a job to do each morning. Papa 
gave each of us jobs to do when we got big 
enough and we had to do what he said. My job 
at that time was to go with my sister, Idella, 
down in the pasture and drive the calves in so 
that the cows could be milked, the calves 
nurse some and then we put the calves in the 
barn, fastened the gate, and drove the cows 
into the pasture. 

Well, one morning Idella and I had gone 
down and brought the calves in and put the 
cows into the pasture, and we were climbing 
trees out near the barn. We looked up the road 
and saw a horse and buggy coming over the hill. 
We lived a long way from any other family and 
when somebody came to see us, we got all ex- 
cited about it. Idella: and I ran into the 
front yard and waited till the buggy got close 
to the house. Papa (your great -grandfather) 
also came and stood on the porch to welcome 
the visitor. When the buggy stopped, Papa 
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called out, ‘‘Tie your ‘horse and’ ‘come ine 
The man stepped out of his buggy by putting 
his foot on the stirrup (get Daddy to tell you’ 
what that is), stuck his whip in the sidé of 
the buggy and tied his horse to a tree. By 
that time all ten of us children were in the 
front yard. The stranger came on to the porch 
and Papa shook hands with him and invited him 
to have a seat. He introduced himself as Mr. 
Greathouse (I believe that was his name) and 
said he was going around over the country mak- 
ing pictures of people. He and Papa talked a 
long time about the pictures, what they would 
cost and such things as that, and Papa turned 
around and told Mamma to get the children 
ready to have their pictures made. Mamma got 
busy and ordered all of us to wash our feet, 
as we all went barefooted in the summertime, 
and to wash our faces and get ready. It was 
thrilling to all of us to put on our Sunday 
clothes on a week day. Idella and I thought 
we were going to get to dress up and keep on 
our Sunday clothes all day. We washed our 
faces and our feet and ran around hunting our 
Sunday clothes. Mamma always made each one of 
us a Sunday dress and petticoat with lace on 
it and bought each of us a Sunday hair ribbon, 
Which we always tied on the right side over 
Our ear. No girl cut her hair in those days 
So our hair just hung down straight. Mine 
never was very long, however. Well, to get 
back to the story, we ran around hunting our 
Sunday clothes, and I put on my stockings and 
Shoes, my Sunday clothes, panties (which we 
called drawers) and Sunday petticoat and dress, 
and Mamma combed my hair and tied my Sunday 
ribbon on, and then she did the same thing for 
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Idella and Alice, my baby sister. Bertha and 
Maggie, my big sisters, were old enough to 
dress themselves and got their Sunday hats. and 
put them on also. We little girls didn’t have 
a hat as our ribbons were all the decorations 
we needed. All of us got ready but Idella 
couldn’ t find her shoes (each of us had only 
one pair of shoes). She crawled under the bed 
looking for them and I always tried to help 
her out, so I crawled under the bed, too. 
Mamma pulled both of us out by the heels and 
spanked us good and made us brush ourselves 
off and straighten our hair ribbon, and she 
asked Idella, ‘‘Where on earth are your shoes?’’ 
Idella began to cry and said she didn’t know. 
Then Idella and I went out on the back porch 
‘and looked, and we looked in the kitchen be- 
hind the stove and all over the house, but 
lcouldn’t find her shoes. We went out and look- 
ied under the floor and by the side of the 
ichimney where we had a playhouse and couldn’ t 
ifind them. So Papa said, ‘‘Well, Idella, you 
jwill just have to have your picture made bare- 
footed.’’ The boys lined up to get their pic- 
} tures first and the photographer set up a 
ithree-legged stand with a camera box on top, 
land he used a black piece of cloth of some 
lkind to spread over the back of the camera, 
and then he stuck his head under that black 
|piece of cloth and said, ‘ ‘Now, look at the 
lpbird.*’ All of the boys, of course, looked 
lright straight at the camera and he snapped a 
lbutton and it clickea and the man stepped out 
| from under the black cloth and said he could 
lnow take the girls. Mamma lined us all up and 
}when the man said to look at the bird, all of 
} us looked straight at the camera. He snapped 
ithe thing and pulled his head out from under 
yan 
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the black cloth and it was over. Idella and 
were disappointed because it took only a fe 
minutes as we wanted it to last a long time. 
On the picture the way Mamma lined us up 
Bertha, who was the tallest, stands in th 
middle of the back row and Maggie with her ha 
On is on the other side of her. That is m 
first on the left on the back row. Now, I was- 
n’t an ugly girl, was I? Alice, the baby girl, 
is on the left on the front row and Idella, 
dressed in her Sunday Dress, Sunday petticoat 
and Sunday ribbon but barefooted, is standing 
on the front row, right. | 

Back in those days, for some reason when a 
photographer made a picture they had somebody 
stand to one side with an open umbrella and 
the photographer got only one little bit om 
the umbrella in the Picture. They always did 
this, but what for I don’t know. You will see 
the prong of the umbrella on this one, which [I 
believe’ was being held by Mamma. 

I wanted to give you the little history of 
this picture which you might put with the pic- 
ture and tell Daddy and Mother to put it in 
the scrapbook. There isn’t another one of 
these pictures in existence, although Papa 
had six of the girls and six of the boys made, 
People have taken them and lost them or some- 
thing. When you get married and have some 
little girls, and if one of the girls looks a 
Littie ‘‘different’’, take this picture out 
and see if she looks like her freat-grand- 
mother, Bugum. I was about nine years old when 
this was made, so Daddy can figure what year 
it was, but woe unto him if he tells anybody. 

Incidentally, we found Idella’s shoes and 
Socks. She had pulled them off at church the 
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Lived in Porter before coal strike 
in 1908. Back row; Clyde Ellison, 
Wayne Ellison, Bob Bray. Odella 
Bray, Gus Bray. Front Row: Raymond 
Ellison, Mrs. Clyde Ellison, Rebecca 
Rray, Mrs. Odella Bray (1962). 


hh er Sips ee re | r 4 
nday before and left them in 4 Tittse log 
use on the side of the road. You will notice 
, shoes come up about three inches above my 


ikles and are laced uD. your loving 


Bugun 
Lillian Hadnot 


March 3, 1955 


ear Mildred, 


I am sorry to have missed yours and Alden’s 
hort visit Tuesday. Mama said you had been. 
‘one only a short time when I came in. She had 
ooked for you for the past three weeks, in 
‘act, since she first heard of Tommy’s acci- 
lent. I am glad to know his condition is not 
is serious as he wrote Mama he was afraid of 
jhen he went to the hospital. She has been 
‘ick for about four weeks with flu, bursisis- 
‘ches and pains and then she received yours 
nd Tommy’s letters about his back and then we 
.ccidentally found out about Wesley being in 
-he hospital. She was really upset. I am glad 
ve will have nice weather and she can get out 
in the sunshine more. She has sat in the room 
und hooked runs and crochet all winter. I 
-hink that is one thing that makes her legs 
sramp - poor circulation. I told her yesterday 
[ didn’-t want her to start another rug. She 
gets so absorbed she works all day without 
propping some_of.the,time, I, have started 
several letters for the Round Robin, but they 
jon’t seem to meet with either mine or Mama’s 
idea of what yau need. It was interesting to 
near from Annie Laurie, Muriel and Valerie 
through the round-robbin letter. It was espec- 
ially interesting to hear about the young 
people of the family, and it does give us an 
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Opportunity to tell about them, their hopes 
and plans and accomplishments- Since I imagine 
most of them are in college or married and 
have families with all the dreams, hopes and 
responsibilities which we have had now for 
Some years. I guess you might call this the 
gathering of the (Harrell) cldn-or as Charlie 
Says of military school, ‘‘A Line up for 
inspection!’’ 

1. The John Wood Collins family - Clarice 
Harrell Collins - oldest daughter of Ida 
Thomas Harrell (Linch) and George Doddrid 
Harrell. Born, 1900, married John Wood Collins 
Aug. 13, 1920. Our children: 

1. Major Harry F. Collins, AFROTC, Texas 
Tech College, Lubback, Texas. Instructor in 
Military Science, wife Marion Hancock Collins, 
their children, son, Harry F. Collins, ‘Jr. age 
11, daughter Deborah Marion, age 5. Returned 
from Fuchu, Japan, Aug. 1954 after three years 
Service there. Harry enlisted at 19 and he is 
making this his work until retirement. 

2. Mrs. James David Ruffner, 23 years, 
3078% University Ave., San Diego, California, 
husband is hospitalman with U. S. Naval Hospi- 
tal, San Diego, Calif. He has three more years 
of services, 

3. Cpl. Charles J. Collins, age 18 years 
Marion Military Institute, Marion, Alabama. 
Plans to enter West Point, 1956. Mama lives 
here in the home with me. She will be 75 May 
14th. Looking for the postman is big event of 
day. She will enjoy the round robbin letter, 
but she would appreciate hearing from each of 
you personally with a card or letter now and 
then. Mrs. W. E. Hyde, 310 Columbia Road, 
Homewood, Birmingham, Alabama. Aunt Ada will 
€ 77 in May. Aunt Emma, almost if not already 


90, Cleveland, Tenn. Uncle John (SO Mama says) 
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ill be 75 his birthday (May). Remembering 
hem occasionally with a letter or a pretty 
card on their birthday will do much to bright- 
en a day and let them know that they are 





thought of and appreciated. I know how much 

Mama appreciates any little attention or token 
of affection. I think the round robbin letter 
1s fine for all of us who are so busy and have 
So much to do, but lets not Sstream-line the 
correspondence to these few who are left here 
for a little while longer. With sincere affec- 
tion, Clarice Harrell Collins. 


A SPECIAL MESSAGE 

1. To all you cousins who have not res- 
ponded either by sending in a letter or your 
money for the round robin letter I want to 
urge you to do so if you are enjoying this 
little kinfolk’s news letter and they in turn 
want to hear from your side of the family. In 
addition, in my last round robin letter I am 
going to trace the Harrell tree for you which 
will be something to hand down to your child- 
ren. To have this done by an exbert would cost 
a great deal, but to include your families in 
the lineage line, I will have to know the name 
of each. 

2. Aunt Emma, Aunt Ada, Uncle John and Mama 
please help me out with the names of the older 
members of the Harrell clan as far back as you 
can remember, and send them to me. Two speci- 
fic questions I want to know. First, the names 
of Ely Harrell and Rachel McLean’s children. 
Second David Meredith married Sarah ...? What 
was her last name? They were the parents of 
Lucinda Meredith and William Wyatt. 

Mildred 


221 


George: Can you tell me the name of Grandpa 
Harrell (Aunt Lucy’s father), was it George? 
Bertha, in reading family background I found 
out one of George’s grandparents, as well as 
my own, wasS a MCLain. I read in history that 
General Lee surrendered to Grant at a farmer’s 
home by the name of McLain was either in Va. 
or one of the Carolinas wonder if there is any 
connection? 

This is next to the last Round Robin letter 
The last will be out near Christmas. Apprec- 
iate so much your cooperation. Not all the kin 
have shown as much appreciation so don?t think 
effort is fully appreciated for the amt. oF 
time and effort. None of the Hydes, or Munn’s 
have even acknowledged receipt of the letters, 
neither have Roselyn or Nellie Harrell. 


Mrs. J. A. Maxwel 

236 Blue Hills Driv 
Nashville 10, Tennesse 
Feb. 2, 195 


Dear Mildred: 


I have written your phone number at home 
and at work in my address book so I will be 
able to get you if I ever have the opportunity 
to go to Anniston again. Johnny, Anne’s 
husband was in California recently and wasn’t 
able to get in touch with Frances because he 
didn’t know her phone number. I think you are 
Sweet and generous with your time to offer to 
‘work up a family letter. You can LYyY el Bean: 
see how it works out. My suggestion would be 
for you to edit each letter and send out that 
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which would be of general interest. Then too, 
after I have written my first letter about my 
family there isn’t much more for me to write 
about. I write to my children every week and I 
find myself repeating because I can’t remember 
what I wrote about last. Then too, I am sure I 
leave out something what I thought I had writ- 
ten. The cost of 25¢ a month is alright with 
me. iI am sure it is worth a great deal more. 
Anne and some of her college friends kept up a 
round robbin letter for quite a long time. 
They would send the letters from one person to 
another until they got around to the ist one 
and that one would take this letter out and 
write a new one and start it around again. 
Your idea seems to be more in the order of a 
bulletin or a family newspaper. If you are 
willing to do all that work I think it will be 
interesting. You will have to let us know at 
what time each month you want to hear from us. 
We will be glad to have you and your husband 
visit us whenever you can came. Nothing takes 
the place of a visit. If you were here you 
could tell me how Aunt Ida is; about Clarice’s 
famiiy. and Lillian and her husband. I don’t 
even know where they live. Have I told you 
that Clarence’s daughter, Eloise and her 
family live close to me. I do get a little 
news from Eloise which :-Myrtle writes to her 
and that is the way I learned that the Pratt 
City Baptist Church burned down. Have you 
heard that? I saw in the Industrial Press, a 
paper published in Ensley, that Mrs. J. E. 
Woods had died. Mrs. Wood was so very sweet to 
me when I was a child; the news of her death 
brought my childhood back. I am sure you have 
the same experiences I have when I go back 
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hearing of friends and acquaintances who have 
died. It wouldn’t be go overwhelming if we 
heard of it as it happened. It is difficult to 
pull ub roots and move at my age. It doesn’ Gg 
seem to bother Anne. Since her husband is in 
the service they have to move about every two. 
years. I hope they will be able to take roots. 
before too long. I hope I never have to move 
again. Of course, you will not Write all my 
rambling in your news letter. (She don’t know 
me.) I love every word anybody writes. 
With Love, Annie Laurie 


Mrs. James Stepehns 
8806 Sewell, 
Fontana, Calif. 
Thurs. Feb. 10, 1955 


Dear Mildred: 


I meant to write weeks ago, before I got 
written up in the scandal sheet - BUT - honest- 
ly, I have been busy. I quit work Aug. ist due 
to several things including my health. You 
Know I have diabetes and my nerves were on 
edge. On Sunday before Thanksgiving, Virginia 
Stayed three weeks, on the day after Thanks- 
giving Jim got burned and hurt at work. He was 
in the hospital five days and then home for 
three weeks. Virginia Left On Monday, Dec. 13 
and Mx. and Mrs. Stephens arrived the follovw- 
ing Friday. They will be here until late 
March, I weri. to work three weeks age for an- 
other Dentist in San Bernardino, but will only 
work thru next week. So much for excuses. As 
to your idea of keeping in touch with our 
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-elatives I like it. Seems as tho no one has 

rhe time to write to so many relatives regular- 
ly. I will add several addresses to your list. 

[ keep a telephone directory from B’ham. As to 

the acticities of my family. Of course our 

lives revolve around Nancy. She is 18 years 

old and in her second year in college. She 

goes to San Jose State College (pronounced 

‘*‘San Hosa’’). It was originally a Teachers 

College and still stresses teaching creden- 

tials. She will graduate with the centennial 

class. She then goes her 5th year and into 

practice teaching. She plans to teach in High 

School. She is majoring in dramatics and 
English. She is now taking speech correction 

in view of teaching that. She belongs to Chi 

Omega Sororiety, of which she is Treasurer. She 
is very happy in school. I have been working 
on a wool braided rug. The high schools here 

have teachers for adult education classes in 
anything you want to take. This rug class 
meets once a week 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. My rug is 

brown, green and yellow. My kitchen and 
dinette are all in one and this rug is to go 

under my table. Jim has recently put knotty 

pine panelling in the dinette and is now 

making a pine trestle table. I am getting some 
ladder back chairs from North Carolina to 
match. Jim hass a powered saw and has started 
a boat. He plans to take 3 or 4 years to build 
it. It will be 38 feet - 6 bunks cabin cruiser- 
So you see we keep real busy. I also sew some 

and still embrodier pillow cases. I am leav- 

ing a week from Sat. taking another lady with 

me and driving up to see Nancy. Its 430 miles. 

While there I will go to Oakland (40 miles) 
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and visit Frank’s oldest girl, Mary Jo (Bill) 
You know her husband, Bob Kennemore got th 
Congressional. Medal of Honor. They have fiv 
children - 4 boys. Watsonville is about 4 
miles from San Jose in another direction, bu 
I plan to get down there one day and see Uncl 
John and Valeria. I wrote them I was coming. 
So got a note from Valeria today. She saic 
Uncle John is anxious to get back to Washing- 
ton. You mentioned in the note on your Christ- 
mas card that you might drive out here someday 
I hope you do. You would really enjoy the trip 
I sure was sorry Clierice didn’t get up here 
to see us. San Diego is only 125 miles from 
here. If you will send me Faith’s address, 
maybe we can see her. We go down there once 
in a while. In fact, Mrs. Stephens said last 
week she would like to go down while they are 
here. (I’m sorry I don’t know her address, but 
her husband James is: a Hospital Corpsman in 
the Naval Hospital there) Mary Frances wrote 
on her Christmas card that they would come out 
when the baby is old enough. She seems very 
happy with her family. Did you know Virginia 
served as hostess in the Governor’s Mansion 
for the inauguration? Buster did the photo-— 
graphy. He is supposed to get a state job from 
Big Jim. I don’t hear from George and Bertha. 
often, but they are OK. Meredith recently 
moved to Tennessee, but I don’t know what 
town. Kathleen Hyde lives in Tenn. also. The 

last I heard from the Hydes was that Virginia 
Nell and Aunt Ada were to move in an apartment 

close to Miltons. Willie Mae was to live in 

the old home. Her husband has been real sick. 
I don’t ever hear from Aunt Emma’s family. 

She must be 92 years old now (doesn’t seem 
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possible). James and Lannie live in Sandusky 
I think, but I don’t know their address other 
than B’ham, Apt. #15. Frank lives in Cleveland 
I think and I don’t know where Edwin lives 

‘unless close to Oneonta where Bertha came 
from. I will quit rambling for now, as I have 
to press a uniform (nylon) clean white shoes 


and get ready to scram in the morming. I drive” 
8 miles and have to be there at 8 o’ clock, not 


easy for an old lady. Think I will buy me a 
used typewriter'so I can write faster. Will 
inclose $1.00 to start you off. Best wishes to 
you and all your family. Love Muriel 


Muriel has sent the following additional 
addresses, please add to original list. Bless 
her, she fortunately sent me the names of the 
Harrell children so many have wanted and a 
little bit of family history. Please somebody 
add anything they can to it. I am compiling a 
family tree of the Harrell side and need all 
the help I can get. 


Mrs. Lewis Merkle, 1200 3rd Street, Pratt City 
(Bessie Smith) 

Mrs. Arthur Williams, 9608 Red Lane Drive, 
B’ ham, (Roebuck) (Maggie Smith) 

Goerge J. Smith, Adamsville, Alazgy Rts 2 
Box 222 

Mrs. James Stephens, 8806 Sewell St. Fontana, 
Calif. (Muriel Smith) 

Mrs. R.E. Hogan, P.0O.Box 474, Talladega, Ala. 

Mrs. Julius Leader (Uncle Will’s Bess) 1538 
Somerset Dr., Birmingham, Ala. 

Ruth is named Williamson and lives in Wylam, 
but I’m not sure of the address. 


Bar 


Just for fun here are the names of the Harrell 
children: 


Laura Fredonia (Donie) (deceased) 
Emma Jane 

William Erastus (deceased) 

Sarah Antonette (Sally) (deceased) 
Annie MacLean (deceased) 

Martha Lucinda Meredith (deceased) 
George Doddridge (deceased) 

Ada Mae 

John Sales 


Our grandmother Harrell’s maiden name was 
Jane Wyatt (remember all our Wyatt preacher 
cousins). Our great grandmother was Lucinda 
Meredith. Maybe between all of us, we could 
get our family tree. 


Mrs. Harry Helme (Louise) 
La Maison d’Helme 

11607 Rue Dewey 

Viers Mill Village 

Silver Springs, Maryland 
Feb." 13),) 1958 


Dear Mildred: 


Many, many thanks for your letters of Jan. 
g9 and of the fine bulletin of Feb. 3 (Enclosed 
one buck and if more is required let us know). 
We think it is a grand idea and subscribe one 
hundred percent. My excuse, if needed, for not 
replying earlier to yours of Jan. 9 was due 
mostly because of an attack of ‘‘virus’’. To 
née is just sbhebtobds fave Harry Guy 2° Sua tue 
doing this typing, and I am doing the dictat- 
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ng (N.B. She does, always -HGH). I am still 
orking at the Western Union here in DC and 
the address there is 14th and G. Sts. N.W. 
jarry is employed again with the DC Government. 
nd with fifteen years service behind him hope 
to make thirty and retire. We have bought a 
doll house out here in Viers Mill Village and 
commute back and forth. We had to (of neces-_ 
ity) buy a brand new (?) 1942 Dodge 4-D Sedan 
and that is another of our prides and joys. 
The little girl you mentioned is now a grown- 
up young lady, married, and is now Mrs. John 
M. Steele, Jr., residence, Seabrook, Md. They 
have built themselves a ranchhouse and live 
across the way from Mama and Papa Steele. Very 
happy, we are glad to report. Pat (Patricia 
Jacquilene) is secretary to one of the vice- 
presidents of the Chesapeake and Potomac Tele- 
phone Company. Jack just completed Senior year 
jat the University of Maryland School of Civil 
Engineering and is now with the U.S. Engi- 
neers. Louis and Bessie Merkle visited us a 
couple of years ago when we lived in an apart- 
ment on N. St., N.W. in DC. We were very happy 
to have them, as we would any of our kinfolk. 
Buddy, Toots, Terry, stopped around also for 
a few days on their trip North after their 
sojourn in the South or Florida. (Buddy is 
Clarence’s son). We learned in our Christmas 
correspondence that they have built a home in 
Bush Hills, B’ham. A little over five years 
ago when we were with R.L. Polk Co. in Mont- 
gomery, we drove over to B’ham and brought 
Aunt Lucy back with us to spend a spell at 
our apartment there. We most thoroughly en- 
joyed her stay, only that she left too soon. 
One of our regrets is that she didn’t live 
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long enough to come and visit us here in ‘De, 
She would have enjoyed, not the Nation’s 
Capital alone, but also this comfy house, 
Situated as it is high on a terrace, som 
forty or more steps from the pavement and 
directly across from the well-known Rock Creek 
Park. Louise, Now for address as requested: 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Merkl, 1200-3rd St., B’ ham, 
8, Ala. Hope you get the others from Birming 
ham. When at Dad’s funeral I saw Lillian 
(sweet little old sweet Lillian!) Your letters 
bring fond and happy memories of the past 
when we were all together in Birmingham. Love 
to all the cousins and you in particular- 









Mrs. Neil Kanawye 
4323 W. 176th St. (correction) 
Terrace, Calif. 


Feb. 16, 195 
Dear Mildred: 


Your first letter (round robin) was fun! 
Already I find five new relatives (cousins) 
in this state. Three of them are fairly near 
Long Beach, El Centro and Huntington Park; the 
other two we could see when we take a trip up 
to San Francisco. In fact, I’d like to make a 
correction in our address in the event any of 
them want to look us up. It’s 4323 West 176th 
St. (instead of 17th St.) I think this was 
just a typographical error. Our telephone 
number is Frontier 4-8021. Since I left home 
at 21 there are so many things I don’t know 
about the relatives. I’d be interested in 
learning what’s happened to each of them up 
to the present time. I’m also curious to know 
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more about our grandparents and think we 
should take advantage of our aunts’ and 
uncles’ memories to have them write things 
they remember about their younger life, even 
though some of them might not feel up to writ- 
ing, they could dictate it to one of their 
children. (Come on Aunt Ada, Uncle John and 
Aunt Emma, you three are the only ones we 
younger ones can rely on so please rack your 
memories for us and write to us.) By the way 
if you’re going to include Bessie and Maggie 
(who are step children to Aunt Lucy maybe you 
should include Louis, my father’s son by a 
previous marriage and Bessie’s husband- unless 
its too confusing.) (I do not want to leave 
anyone out that was kin either by blood or by 
marriage, but I felt that since Louis and 
Bessie were of the same household they would 
only need to receive one round robin letter 
and would save stamps.) I don’t blame you for 
spelling Merkl with an extra ‘sg"'* o> Clarence 
Merkel and Louis Merkle added the ‘‘e’’ to 
help people pronounce it. I asked my German 
professor about the spelling and he explained 
my father spelled it right (Merkl), that 
spelling indicated the section of the country 
(Bavaria, Germany). Speaking of names hard to 
pronounce - our name KAN/AW’/YER' rhymes with. 
your name ie the secoud two syllables. Mildred 
why don’t you set a good example by giving an 
account of yourself and your children. Annie 
Laurie indicated she was proud of you-all but 
did not elaborate. Honestly, I’m real inter- 
ested since my last memories of you are when I 
was in high school and your children were 
babies. You had better not get me started, but 
my time is coming). I’d also be interested in 
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having a list of the full names of the aunts 
and uncles (like Martha Brenda Meredith) 
you have it honey in this letter. If you don’t 
know it Muriel can recite them at the drop of 
a hat. Also the names, ages, and addresses of 
all the cousins children. I’m afraid I’m ask- 
ing for more information than I’m giving in 
this letter, but you can see [I'm interested! 
Love, Fran. (I’1ll get the addresses of the 
cousins’ children and list them as they come 
in. ) 


My Revolutionary Ancestor 


Contributed by Mrs. D. R. Hay 
(Mamie McWilliams) 


The story that I am going to tell about my 
revolutionary ancestor was told to me by my 
grandmother, Mrs. D. R. Hay, who is a member 
of the General Sumpter Chapter. 

It was told to her by her grandfather, 
James Wilson McWilliams, who came to the 
Territory of Alabama about 1816, and was one 
of the early settlers of Jones Valley. It 
happened to his grandfather and was told to 
him by his father, who was a small boy during 
the Revolution. 

That is a long way down to me-I believe it 
would make him my great-great-great-great 
grandfather. I shall speak of him as my grand- 
father to avoid so many ‘‘greats’’. I do not 
know where the incident occured, but my grand- 
mother said it was near the banks of a large 
stream of water. 

It seems that the company or regiment to 
which my grandfather belonged was being hotly 
pursued by the British, many had been killed 
and the remainder had taken refuge where they 
could find it. My grandfather jumped into the 
river, swam under water for some distance, 
then took refuge under a ledge of rock that 
jutted out over the water. He could hear the 
enemy riding by-back and forth-along the river 
Side looking for him and others. They never 
found him, he stayed in the cold water so long 
he later developed pneumonia and came near 
dying. 
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Grandpa’s Prayer Room 
Mrs. D. R. Hay (Continued) 





As long ago as I can remember the door of 
the little room was always locked. It was a 
very small room, hardly more than a good sized 
closet-a partition at the end of the little 
Side room which opened off the ‘‘big room’’, 
the room of my grandfather and grandmother. 

The fact that the door was always locked. 
and the dark green calico curtain which hung. 
at the one small window, was always drawn, 
Shutting off completely what ever might be 
inside, very naturally excited the curiosity 
of all the grandchildren. 

There were nineteen of us all, six in 
mother’s family, six in Aunt Monnies’ and 
seven in Uncle Johns’. My brother Walter and 
Ethel, Uncle John’s daughter were the oldest 
and wisest of the group, but even they could 
not discover the secret that was locked in the 
little room. If grandma knew, she never told; 
and no amount of pleading or persuasion would 
induce grandpa to tell us anything. 

Of course, we made up all kinds of stories. 
Some of us thought the room held the “ *s0nL = 
that the Masons rode when they met once a 
month on the second floor of the old church 
in the neighborhood. 

In fact it was claimed that an unmistakable 
‘‘baa’’ had been heard coming from the roon. 
Some of the youngsters thought it was where 
Grandpa kept all his gold hidden, and since 
we all thought that Grandpa was the richest 
man in the world, that seemed like a very 
reasonable explanation. However, it was darkly 
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hinted that Grandpa had killed a man, and had 
hidden his body in the locked Toom. 

Not until I was a big girl did we know the 
secret, however, several years before the 
secret was told, one day we discovered that 
the door was opened and the curtain drawn back 
from the window. I shall never forget the feel- 
ing I had the first time I entered the room 
and found that it contained nothing but one 
‘‘straight back’’ home made chair and plenty 
of dust and cobwebs, 

Grandpa had become a member of the church, 
taking an active part in all its activities 
and as time went on, he would lead the con- 
gregation in earnest prayer. At a revival we 
had one summer he told about the ‘‘room’’. 

It seems that for a long time Grandpa could 
not make up his mind to join the church and 
after he did join, he simply could not pray 
in public. So he partitioned off this little 
room, where each day he went to pray in secret. 
Praying for courage to confess his Master be- 
fore the world. When this courage came to him 
and he could get up in church and offer up his 
prayers, there seemed to be no further use or 
need for the secret room, so the door was 
unlocked. 


When the Yankees got Grandpa 


This is the story that:has been told to me. 

During the War Between the States many of 
the homes were left unprotected, the man of 
the family being in the service. | 

My grandfather was too old to go to the 
war, but hlis son, John Eubanks Williams had 
gone. This left my grandfather, grandmother, 
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my mother (Julia Anr), ance her sister in the 
old home. 

The yankees (I think it was Wilson’s Raid- 
ers) came to the home, demanding the horses. 
They had been given to the southern soldiers, 
but the yankees not believing this, robbed 
them of all their provisions and made my 
grandfather, Calvary, go with them to Elyton. 
Before reaching there, they tied him under the 
arms to a limb of a tree and left him there, 
It took him some time to get loose and longer 
to make his way back home. 

Not knowing whether all the yankees had 
gone or not, he was afraid to go directly 
home, so he- hid in a plum thicket near. the 
house. His niece, Lida Williams, went out to 
burn some trash and heard some One calling her 
name and saying ‘‘Don’t come this way, but go 
in the house and tell them to send me some- 
thing to eat. You bring it with the trash and 
leave it there. When night comes I’ Ll .get “bt 

He was fed this way until all the yankees 
had left the neighborhood. 


Grandma’s Garden 


It was a big garden, covering perhaps a 
half acre, maybe more. In it Grandma had her 
early ‘ ‘roasting ear’’ patch, her early and 
late beans, cabbage, Onions, beets---all kinds 
of vegetables. There was a Strawberry bed and 
an aSparague bed. Here and there, all over the 
garden, you would find flowers of various 
kinds. One reason, I think, that she had So 
many flowers in the garden was that it was 
enclosed with a high ‘‘paling’’ fence and the 
chickens could not get in to scratch them up, 
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like they did in the yard. I will say here 
shat a paling fence would now be called a 
 pircket’"* fence. 
Jy remember a big bed of peonies that came 
ip every year and had been there before I was 
yorn. There were phlox, Zinnia, four-o-clocks 
and other old fashioned flowers. In the center 
»9f the garden there was a big lavender bush. 
[This plant grows about 18 inches high and 
overs the ground in a circle, growing smaller 
t the top. Both the gray-green leaves and the 
mall lavender flowers are very fragrant and 
randma always had some small bags of this 
avender between her freshly ironed sheets. 
My Mother has told me this story. During 
he War Between the States, my uncle (mother’s 
nly brother), had gone off to the War, leav- 
ng his watch and other valuables in my 
other’s keeping. When a small group of yankee 
oldiers came thru (I think it was Wilson’s 
aiders) word got around by grapevine: that 
hey were coming. Mother hid Uncle John’s 


atch and other valuables under the little 
avender bush. Words must have also reached 


he Raider’s that things of value had been 
idden. At any rate, a thorough search of the 
ouse failed to show anything that the yankees 
ould carry away with them---other than the 
pest horses and mules on the place---these 
hey took. They also forced my grandfather 
o go with them as far as Elyton, to show the 
ay. But they never found the watch and jew- 
Rex. under the lavender bush. 
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The Old Home. 
By Mrs. D. R. Hay (Continued) 


Sometime between 1813 and 1820, Hezekiah 
Williams with his family came from Duplin 
County, North Carolina and settled in the 
western part of what is now Jefferson County. 
Alabama was not even a state at the time, For 
the first few years the family lived near 
Where Village Creek runs into the Warrior 
River. It was at this place that Hezekiah died 
and was buried. A pile of stones mark his last 
resting place. After his death the family 
decided to move to higher ground, as several 
of the family had contracted ‘‘the chill andi 
fever’’, malaria we call it now. 

By this time the older boys were grown and 
married, living in homes of their own, so 
James and Calvary built the old home that is 
Standing today. At first it was two big rooms, 
built of logs, hewn and fitted together with 
wooden pegs. I think, |] wasn’t able to verify 
this, that the logs were hauled up from 
Tuscaloosa. However, it may have been the 
lumber with which, in later years, the rooms 
were ceiled. A kitchen was built a. lit¢es 
distance from the main part of the house, 
which later connected to the house with what 
is now called a breezeway. When James got 
married Calvary bought his interest in the 
house and on October 12, 1833, married and 
brought his bride home. 

As Calvary’s family grew, the house grew, 
too. Two rooms were added to the front of the 
big rooms and two at the back, thus lengthen- 
ing the hall. The hall was, in time, enclosed 
at each end with doors and glass side lights. 
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A portico supported by two large pillows was 
added at the front, making it a seven room 
house with the wide hall being used as a sort 
of living room. As I first remember it, there 
was a hot rock, a couch or davenport and sev- 
eral rockers in the hall. 

Great-grandmother, Eunice lived with 
Calvary (my grandfather) until her death in 
1861 or 1863. It was from the old house that 
Uncle John, Calvary’s only son, marched away 
to fight the yankee’s in 1861. My mother was 
married there, in November 1865, and later my 
Aunt Monnie as we children called her, was 
married there. After my grandmother’s death 
and that of my father, Mother and her children 
moved back there to make a home for Grandpa. 
In 1895 I was married in the same room in 
which my Mother and aunt were married. In 
September 1952, I attended the marriage of 
Aunt Monnie’s granddaughter, which took place 
in the old home. 

At my grandfather’s death, the old home 
went to my mother and at her death to my 
youngest brother, George McWilliams, who sold 
it to our cousin, A. I. Whorton, Aunt Monnie’s 
youngest son. He and his wife modernized it 
without ‘changing the lines or marring the 
simple beauty of the old place. Electric 
lights were installed, oak floors laid, the 
walls papered and a bath room added, then a 
furnace with automatic stoker was put in. 

For several years a family reunion was held 
on the lawn, under the walnut trees that had 
been planted by my grandmother. When Grandma 
planted the walnut seed some neighbor remarked 
‘Mrs. Williams, you will never live to get 
any good out of them walnuts.’’ 
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Grandmother replied, ‘‘No, but maybe my 
Children will.’’ Some of her great-great- 
grandchildren have enjoyed the fruit of those 
same walnut trees. 

World War Two came on and Gus’ boy was 
lost and our boy was lost, Cousin Hattie had 
passed on, Wendail went before long, then 
later Ethel left another vacant place. So we 
had no heart for a reunion, we wanted to get 
together one more time, for time the great 
healer had passed. Then Gus’ death put an end 
to that. We go down there when we can and we 
always come away with a feeling of peace in 
our hearts. 

Mercolle and her youngest son, Bill are 
Still there, and Bettie told me tonight (Nov- 
ember 22, 1952) that all Gus’ children, in- 
laws, and grandchildren are getting together 
for Thanksgiving, on Thursday. 

For more than one hundred and thirty years 
the old home has been in the family and six 
generations have lived under it’s roof. Within 
a stones throw of the house is the family 
graveyard. Where five generations are buried, 
however, it has been more than thirty years 
Since it has been used as a burial place. 
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Miss Hattie Crum 
BYS MIS. Ur DD. Hay 


Miss Hattie Crum, 85, scion of an old North 
Carolina family that settled at Pontotoc, 
Mississippi, in 1813, died November 11 at the 
residence of her cousin, Mrs. D. R. Hay, in 
Ensley. ‘ ‘Cousin Hattie’’ as she was famil- 
iarly known, came from Pontotoc to Jefferson 
County in her youth and has lived with mrs. 
Hay until her death. 

Of slight build and unpretentious, Miss 
Crum was known not only to her relatives, the 
McWilliams and the Eubanks of this Ensley 
Valley, but to all the older generation of 
Ensley proper for her sterling, homemaking 
qualities. She was painstaking, tactful, and a 
paragon of patience. One man said: ‘ ‘She has 
made gingerbread cookies for four generations 
oer us.  COUSiIn Hattie’ s judgment was always 
Sought, her advice heeded and her help in 
laudable undertakings was expected. The pang 
of her loss is tempered by the thought of her 
well-rounded days having been lived just as 
She and all her many friends would have them. 

Miss Hattie was a dedicated member of the 
Williamsburg Baptist Church. Her sound judge- 
ment and christian life helped to make this 
Church a great influence for good to all who 
Came under its influence. 

I heard my father and mother Speak of her 
and from what they said I judge she died 
before the beginning of this century. 


eats ps |) 
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A Civil War Story 
By: Mrs. Walter Heifner 


Grandmother Nabors lived to the age of-105. 
She died in 1949. That would place her birth 
‘at 1844. As a child I was always thrilled at 
the stories she could tell. One of the most 
exciting ones was the one she told about the 
time her husband was away fighting in the 
Civil War. She was very young but a mother, 
It was not easy to feed her family. One thing 
she relied very much on for food for her and 
her children was a cow. The cow always came 
up in the late afternoon and Grandmother al- 
ways milked her. One afternoon the cow failed 
to come up which greatly worried her as the 
milk was needed for food. 

Grandmother said that after she and the 
children had gone to bed she heard a noise and 
she was sure that her cow had come home. She 
had some bran that she had sifted from the 
meal that day when she made bread. She had 
saved the bran as for feed for the cow. It was 
late but the thoughts of the children not 
having milk prompted her to get up, light a 
candle, get the bran, and bucket to go milk. 
It was very dark but there was the dark out- 
line of a beast. She put the bran in the tub 
used for feeding. The animal was close to the 
tub. Grandmother said that she wondered why 
the cow didn’t start eating as she always did, 
So Grandmother pushed the ‘‘cow’’ toward the 
feed but her hand touched a thick coarse hair 
and heard a low growl. Grandmother ran into 
the house and got the gun, came back and fired 
directly at the head. The animal fell dead. 
The next morning the neighbors saw a 700 pound 
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erriving at Mcdtnee « door. She was liv- 
ing near Elyton or Powderly. I believe it was 
called at that time. 


The Death of Our Two Room School 
By: Acie Hicks 


I went back to this place where I once used 
to play, 

Where my heart was young and gay, 

It broke my heart the scene I found, 

There were no children romping on the play- 
ground. 

The bell rings no more for the children to 
come running in the door. 

The weeds have reclaimed their original 
place 

Which we held so many years, 

With such tender loving grace. 
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By Dorothy Bunn Hicks 


Our family moved to Porter, Alabama, Nov- 
ember 24, 1943, into what was supposed to be 
a haunted house. It did not have water or 
electricity. It was a scary place to live. We 


moved from Abernant in Tuscaloosa County. We 


all cried because we had to move here, but we 
wouldn’t live any place else now. Mama had to 


take in boarders to help make a living. Daddy 


worked for Mr. J. L. Lindsey at the sawmill 
and made $2.40 a day. The boarders names were 
Dave Judd, Colvin Gunn, Clarance Miller, Ollis 
Rodgers. They also worked for Mr. Lindsey. 
Ollie, Jimmy and I went to Porter School. It 
was a two room school. The teachers were Mrs. 
Bertha Hill and Mrs. George J. Smith. My 
husband and all three of my boys had the same 
privilege of going to the same little two room 
school. We surely hated to see it close down 
because it held so many fond memories of our 
childhood. 
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| The ‘Big’ Oranges! 
By: Alice Nichols Higgins 


It was a ¢ool day in November and Papa had 
gone to town. He had left early that morning, 
walked to Palos, and from there had taken the 
old Frisco into town. Going to town was an 
all day affair, but Papa had urgent business 
to attend to. His parting words were, ‘you 
children be good, and I’1ll bring back a spec- 
I et ES a 

Idella, Alice and Oscar waited the day out 
with anxious and gleeful anticipation. The sun 
was setting when Papa finally came walking up 
the path to the house. He was tired and weary, 
but happy. In his arms he carried ‘the special 
treat.’ 

Calling the children to the big kitchen 
table, Papa opened his surprise. ‘‘Look’’, he 
said, ‘‘these are the biggest yellow oranges 
I’ ve ever seen.’’ 

Idella with wide eyes took her huge orange 
to her bedroom and peeled hers by the fire. 
Alice and Oscar soon followed with their 
treat. 

As each took a bite into the big special 
treat a look of bewilderment came over each 
face. Papa’s voice boomed from the kitchen, 
‘‘My Lord, children, these here things ain’t 
big oranges, they’re giant lemons!’’ 

It was some years later that Idella, Alice 
and Oscar finally found that their special 
treat was not big oranges or even giant lemons 
but plain grapefruits. 
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Porter 
By: Earl Hill : 


Porter was running full blast in 1929 when 
I came to Porter to live with my family. It 
was operated by Adams )Rowe and Norman. Every- 
one seemed prosperous and happy. These famil- 
ies that are-still at Porter - except the 
Whortons and they still keep close contact 
with Porter are, Colliers, Eadys, Eddings, 
Hicks, Higgins, Nichols, Mr. Gray was the 
Superintendent. Mr. W. A. Walker was store 
manager. Porter was never hurt like other 
parts of the country by the depression. This 
company had bought Porter and was rebuilding 
the camp - that was what it was called, Porter 
Camp. The mines were running everyday. We 
moved in the last house to be rebuilt. I can 
say that Porter worked full time during the 
depression years. I went to work in the commis- 
sary - two years. Then I went to work in the 
mines. I would leave Porter but would always 
come back. I always enjoyed living here. I 
married here. Two of my children were born 
here. They love Porter as much as I do. Both 
of them graduated from West Jefferson High 
School. 
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erkse an see it taking fore thtoack a swirling 
st of my memory. A twirling brown ribbon 
| cutting its cozy way through the trees, ‘ ‘The 
| Black Warrior.’’ How many pleasant memories 
materialize when I think of that river. You 
have probably never heard of it before. It’s a 
river on the outskirts of Birmingham, Alabama. 

My grandparents have a summer cabin there in 
the woods outside the city. They built the 
cabin themselves from logs in the nearby 
forests. 

We call my grandfather ‘‘Big Daddy’’, 
‘*Biggie’’ for short. This was seems peculiar 
he is 6% feet tall. I1’11 never forget the time 
we went exploring in the woods together. The 
bushes’ clutching fingers reached out holding: 
us back. The trees grew so thickly they 
created an almost impossible barrier. The 
leafy green canopy above us filtered out the 
sunlight casting an emerald tint on all below. 
Soon the trees thinned out creating a tiny 
glade. There Biggie showed me a large rock, 
curved exactly like a chair. I sat back in it 
relishing the cool moisture of the rock. Right 
beside my chair was a tiny pool of crystal 
clear water. Biggie told me of a shoemaker 
who hid out here because he didn’t want to go 
into the Confederate Army. He sat on this very 
rock making shoes. 

After I had let these refreshing surround- 
ings sink in thoroughly we went on. We came 
to an open clearing next to the Warrior River 

:itself. This large leafy cove seemed to me a 


247 













ballroom with the river sweeping by our very 
doorsteps. He let me try his rifle several 
times. I never knew they were so loud! Sur- 
rounded by trees and silence, with the rifle 
in my hand, I could imagine how my grandfather 
great and great, great grandparents felt when 
they first settled in this wild and abundant 
land. 

I can remember the very feel of the bumpy 
Cabin beds as I lay in the darkness listening 
to the symphony of the night. The sound of the 
crickets and katydids was wonderful to me. I 
can see the faces of my relatives illumed by 
the glow of the flickering fire as we sat 
Singing folk songs. I have many such memories, 
all very dear and precious to me, but I must 
leave all this behind and return to the 
reality of the present. For no one can dream 
on forever, no matter how wonderful memories 
can be. 
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- Contributed by Mrs. Nettie King Vines 


My parents came to Porter from Blount 
County in 1892. We came in an old time covered 
agon drawn by long horn oxen. There were 
nly five families in Porter then, it was 
nown as Williamsburg. The families were 
ld Uncle Cal Williams, George McWilliams, 
John E. Williams, the Widow Gill and her five 
children and your grandfather Nichols with a 
gang of grown children. There was a Baptist 
Church, then as time went on more people moved 
in. 

Williamsburg was settled by Uncle Cal 
Williams, your grandfather Nichols and a man 
by the name of Andy Lacey. My father bought 
him out and he left. Then the Minyards, 
Goolsbys, Evanses, Coopers came (all Baptist, 
so the church grew), then the Colliers came 
and what a great help they were, such singers, 
my couldn’t they sing. And I almost forgot our 
old Professor Johnson, wasn’t he just grand? 
I can just see him sitting in that high chair, 
spectacles on his nose looking over all us 
kids who were afraid to move on those old 
wooden benches with our slates and pencils. 

And Bertha, the old fish trap I remember so 
well. Bertha, you and Maggie were like ducks. 
But I was so afraid of the water we would wade 
the river, you on one side of me, Maggie 
on the other leading me. I would beg your 
Mother to let you and her spend the night with 
me, what good times we had. Bertha, I can’t 
remember when that church was organized. You 
know I married at eighteen to Ollie Quinn, who 
died ten months later in 1903. I married 
James E. Vines, he died in 1927, we had five 
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Story of My Life 
By Aunt Ida Linch 


I was born in 1880 in Tennessee, where my 
father and Mother located soon after their 
marriage after he was discharged from service. 
With very little knowledge of the business . 
world and a limited education, he was forced 
to accept any kind of employment to sustain 
‘soul and body. There was a mining town and the 
men who could get employment worked in the 
coal mines. My father was fortunate enough to 
be taken on as a trackman, keeping the tracks 
clean for the coal cars. Salary $1.00 per day. 
Our home was a four room cottage with two 
acres of ground, part of which he planted in 
fruit trees of all kind, the rest was the 
garden spot of the world where vegetables of 
all kinds provided our living the year around. 
As the cabbage grew he made barrels of kraut 
which we kept in the cellar, as well as the 
sweet and Irish potatoes. He never had an idle 
moment. He dug a well in the back yard to pro- 
vide our cooking and drinking water and for 
the cow and chickens as well as for our good 
kind neighbors all around. This well was a get 
together place for all us neighbors once or 
twice a week. Life seemed all that one could 
wish. Disaster struck by the closing down of 
the mines; worked out they said, and gone for 
good, and all men out of work and my father’s 
Sip 00Fa%dey cut’ orf. 

We were distressed until we heard of a coal 
mines at Pratt City, Alabama. To our dismay 
our father made plans to go.and investigate 
at once. After many days of anxious waiting 
the glad news came. He was favorably impressed 
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and had obtained a good job as trackman a 

$1.00 a day. He had rented us a company house 
for $5.00 a month, and he wanted us to sell 
out and come at once. With many tears and a 
heavy heart we left our home and friends for 
an unknown land on the first train trip we 
had evertaken. It was a voyage, long and 
dreary. Tired and weary we landed in Birming- 
ham, and were surprised to know we had to 
ride a Dummy several miles to Pratt Station 
before we were at Pratt Mines. We then had to 
walk a distance of what seemed miles before 
we reached our home. It was Situated between 
the road and train tracks where the trains 
Switched back and forth day and night. There 
waS no yard at the back a small one Was on the 
front. We thought we were in the city as the 
Company store was on the farther end of the 
road. A prominent family named McKenzie lived 
just across the road. A bachelor apartment on 
the side was the home of Erskine Ramsey. Mr. 
McCormack, executive of the T.C.I. Mines was 
On the corner. The Reese boarding house was 
near by. Just over the hill was the cemetery, 
Catholic Church and School, we attended daily. 
Soon we had the Opportunity to rent another 
company house, althought on the same side of 
the track, it was a much better four room 
house; fenced in with a large orchard and 
garden, a spot where our father raised our 
living. He again dug a well under the shade 
of a big oak tree where we enjoyed our Sunday 
afternoons with drinks of cold lemonade, 
There we lived in peace and plenty, during a 
Strike of four long years. The first and only 
outing I can remember Was, OUL Lire ft. iiehyee 
the State Fair, which I’ ll never forget. The 
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air was the talk of the town, where wonders 
vere to be seen. We were so anxious to get 
here. It was hard to wait. Well do I remem- 
ber the turmoil and confusion once we were 
nside the fair gates. How afraid we were to 
be separated after holding together and won- 
dering around till we were footsore and weary. 
We made our way to the grandstand where we sat 
until after the fireworks, which to my Mothers 
dismay it was 9 o’clock. Then she thought of 
my father at home waiting for his supper, her 
worries began. To make our way out of the 
crowd was a struggle, but to be able to get 
on a Dummy was something else, everyone that 
came by was filled to the limit. After running 
from one to another and missing three or four, 
we finally got on one going to Birmingham. We 
had to change and wait for one going to Pratt 
Station. It was more than poor Mother could 
stand, she just sat down on the sidewalk and 
cried. That was her first and last trip to the 
fair. I have never cared too much about it 
myself since. 

Disaster came again, my father who had 
always been well and strong was taken with 
chills and fever. In three days time he 
passed’ away at the age of 45. His savings of 
a lifetime, $1,000.00 bought us a comfortable 
home, across the track beyond the business 
part of town. The name was changed from Pratt 
Mines to Pratt City. 

The Dummy had also been changed to street 
cars which ran from Birmingham to Ensley. Our 
home was on a corner lot and still remains 
there in walking distance of the churches and 
high school, where at the age of 18 I grad- 
uated. ProfessorMcNeilwas principal who 
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complimented me with a poem of his own aid 
position. 

Here is one as you can see 

Who was as prompt at duty as prompt can be, 

She was bright and apt and would never 

weary, 

Although, at times she was wonderfully 

contrary. 

I appreciate this more than you’1l ever 
know, for to my certain knowledge I was never 
late or absent. 

It was at school I met the boy of my 
dreams, Dodd Harrell. We were married in 1899. 
He went to work at an early age to help his 
father support a growing family but kept up 
his studies at night with his oldest sister, 
Fredona, who was a teacher. He had a mind of 
his own and I knew that he wanted to be first 
in everything, when Pratt City had its first 
fire engine, he was the first to volunteer, 
and was always .there. When fire destroyed 
3rdStreetfrom end to end, he was in the 
thickest of the fray. His ambition was to 
belong. To be an’ Odd Fellow to he LD ane 
widows and orphans was to him a pleasure. To 
belong to the Masons was an honor and a pri- 
vilege. His greatest achievement was when he 
passed the test to be assistant mine foreman 
for T.C.I. Mines. He was ever striving to get 
the most out of life and assist his fellow- 
man. There he spent his time planning ways and 
means for their comfort and safety. 

The last round he made in the mines was 
with the Superintendant to a room in which to 
get more air. Too late it had filled with gas 
and he gave his life for his fellow workmen. 
The superintendant said he was always just a 
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step ahead of him in everything. 

At the age of 28 he left me with three 
little girls to raise alone. They have been a 
blessing and corwfort to have honored his name 
and memory in my old age. As I gather my 
grandchildren and great grandchiidren around 
me, I pray their experiences of life will not 
be the same as mine but will have the same 
peaceful happy ending. 


This is a poem Lillian composed to Alden when 
he was working in Utah. 


When on life’s journey we wonder, 

And move so far from home 

We get so lonely for loved ones and friends, 
So sad and feel so alone. 


We hunger for love and compassion 
And dear ones who understand 


But all we can see is strange faces, 
In this strange and foreign land. 


Then we realize they are strangers, too, 
And far away from home 

Lonely for their loved ones 

And see kind friends alone, 


So with them I try to be friendly, 
My efforts are met with glee 

For they have been trying, 

To make a friend of me. 


Now I have friends and loved ones, 
To add to my calendar of time 

And each has a place in my heart, 
Which is filled with a joy sublime. 
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Yes, life is a wonderful pattern, 
Planned by our Father above 
If we trust in his word and his guidance 
We will ever abide in his love. 

Aunt Sister. — 


In Rememberance of my Mother 
By: Aunt Ida Linch 

The memory of my Mother Stays with me, 
throughout the years as she used to be framed. 
in the doorway anxiously waiting the return 
of each loved one at the close of the day. 
And when their forms she Viewed in the dis- 
tance, she turned with a Smile and went to the 
kitchen. 

To meet her children and husband was all 
She craved. With never a thought of love or 
praise and now I am sure in some Heavenly 
place, She is watching and Waiting for each 
Smiling face with a happy feeling that she 
has done her best and from earthly cares has 
been set free to dwell in peace and harmony. 


Contributed by Aunt Ida Li nich s f orwea good 
Laugh, 


How do I know that my youth is all spent? 
Well, my get-up and gO has got up and went, 
But in spite of it all I am able to grin 

When I think of the Places my get-up has been, 


Old age is golden, so I’ve heard Said, 

But sometimes I wonder as I hop into bed 
With my ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup 
And my eyes on the Cable, till I wake up. 
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Ere sleep dims my eyes I say to myself, 
‘*‘Is there anything else I can lay on the 
Beir: 

And I’m happy to say, as I close my door 
My friends are the same, perhaps even more. 


When I was a young thing my slippers were red, 

I could kick up my heels as high as my head. 

Now when I was older my slippers are blue; 

But still I could dance the whole night 
through. 


Now I’m still older my slippers are black, 
I walk to the store and puff my way back. 
The reason I know my youth is all spent; 


My get-up and go- hasgot up and went. 
My get up and go has got up and went. 


But, really, I don’t mind when I think with 
a grin 

Of all the grand places my get up has been. 

Since I have retired from life’s competition 

I busy myself with complete repetition. 


I get up each morning and dust off my wits, 

Pick up the paper and read the ‘‘obits.’’ 

If my name is missing, I know I’m not dead, 

So I eat a good breakfast and go back to bed. 
Author unknown 





I Remember Williamsburg 
By Oscar A. Lindbergh 








The first church service I ever attende 
was at Old Williamsburg. I had to trudge alon 
for three weary miles from the old home plac 
at Coal Creek - the name was later changed t 
‘Tindbergh’’ - holding on to my father’ 
middle finger and thinking we’d never get 
there. I remember hearing Reverend Bud Huey 
chiding his people for sitting on ‘ ‘the stool 
of do-nothing’’ when laborers were few and the 
fields White with harvest. I was to hear that 
phrase many times again before ‘ ‘Uncle Bud’ ” 
left this ‘‘low ground of sorrow’’ for his 
eternal home. 

Another preacher who served the church long 
and well was the Rev. Amos Nichols. During a 
long life of fairly consistent church going, I 
have heard many polished sermons. I have even 
been guilty of nodding through some of them. 
But nobody ever went to sleep when Rev. Amos 
Nichols rattled the window panes at the Old 
Williamsburg with his strong bass voice. More 
than sixty years ago I heard him preach a 
sermon based on the story of Christ before 
Pontius Pilate. To this very day I am moved 
to tears as I hear that splendid voice asking 
with all the fervor and sincerity of a young 
preacher’s heart: ‘‘What are you going to do 
with Jesus?’’ Brother Amos too, has gone to 
live with the God he loved and served. 

Decoration Day was a great occasion at 
Williamsburg in the old Gays. I) Can sti 
smell the roses with which the graves were 
decorated. I can hear the excited chatter of 
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old friends meeting together after a long 
absence. Then there was many a visit to the 
well on the back porch of the big white house 
belonging to Prof. B. F. Johnson. Was there 
ever anywhere else a well so deep or water so 
Suan Of SO Satistying to a hot and thirsty 
youngster! And there was that big wind-mill! 
How wonderful to a small boy to see that mac- 
hine turning and creaking and pumping hour 
after hour. 

And who can forget the air of mystery sur- 
rounding that second story of the church 
building. That’s where the Masons met and went 
through their secret rites. Strange things 
were stored up there. Once at a funeral I saw 
a group of Masons wearing mysterious looking 
aprons that came out of that big room. My 
grandfather let it be known that Masonic 
secrets had to be strictly kept. Woe to any 
Mason untrue to his trust. That room was al- 
ways. locked. We boys didn’t know what was up 
there. And we didn’t want to find out. 

Williamsburg was more than a church. Week 
days during the winter months it served as a 
school house. Miss Julia Willi:ams kept a 
strict school where everything was taught from 
ABC’s to Algebra and geometry. I remember how 
frightened I was every time a big boy was 
was about to get a whipping. I’d have a sud- 
den need for help with my arithmetic. Over 
there’ on the girls’ side of the house I'd 
find safety seated beside my sister, Bertha 
(Mrs. W.O. Bain). I think Miss Julia under- 
stood. As soon as the storm blew over, she 
would return me to my seat. 

There were no modern facilities at Williams- 
burg school. The boys’ rest room was a pine 
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thicket which we reached by racing across th 
road and jumping a rail fence. Our water sys 
tem consisted of puckets and dippers. Hot 
lunches? Not in those days. We took ou 
lunches to school in a five-pound lard bucket. 
One boy solved the dessert problem by punch- 
ing a hole in a big biscuit with his finger 
and filling it with syrup. We never heard of 
school buses. We walked to school from far and 
near. Modern heating? No, our parents went 
over to Village Creek and dug out enough coal 
to do us through the winter. We learned citi- 
zenship by following the examples set before 
us by hard working parents. Once in awhile the 
county superintendent drove up in his horse 
and buggy to see if things were doing well at 
Williamsburg. They usually were. 

Surely no story of old Williamsburg should 
be written without mentioning Uncle Cal 
Williams who made seventy-two crops in a fine 
field that bears his name and who lies sleep- 
ing under a spreading oak at the edge of the: 
field he loved so well. 

And surely no one who grew up in the 
Williamsburg area can fail to have pleasant 
memories of the famous old Nichols’ fish trap. 
What a wonderful experience for a small boy to 
be allowed to watch ‘ ‘Uncle Rob’’ Nichols take 
fish off tnat trap and put them into ponds of 
clear water for use or for sale. In the old 
days people came from ‘g]]1 over’ to buy fish 
and to visit with the Nichols family. That 
story should be told. 


260 


What I Remember About Williamsburg 
Contributed by: Mr. W.L. Minyard of Mineral 
Springs, Alabama 


I was not a member there at that time, I 
was just a small boy at that time as well as 
I can remember it was a Church in the year 
1892. I went to school there, they used the 
building for church and school also. We lived 
there three or four years. I do not know the 
denomination it was organized under. I went to 
Sunday School there, the old body has been 
torn down. It had a Masonic Hall overhead. Mr. 
John E. Williams’ daughter taught school. Mr. 
John E. Williams’ family lived there. They all 
were members, I have forgotten their names. 
Mr. John McWilliams’ family was living there, 
they were all members or they ran the church 
at that time. Some of my Aunts and Uncles were 
members then; their names were Dalph Minyard, 
Emma Minyard, Alice Reause and husband Porty 
Minyard. My grandpa and grandmother were Nancy 
and Hamon Minyard. The preacher was Rev. Jim 
Beitt at that time. 

The Colliers lived there. They had five boys 
and three girls; their names were Tom, John, 
Henry and Jim, the girls were Fannie, Nancy, 
and Sarah. There were the Goolsbys lived there 
and several Nichols families lived there. I 
know Mr. Alf. Bob ‘Nichols’; children I knew 
but it has been so long I have forgotten their 
names. I remember Alf’s boys names: Billy, 
Moss, Amos and two of Rob’s children; a girl 
was Bertha and the boy was Dexter. There were 
Curries, Coopers and Whortons all lived there- 
And the school teacher was Mr. Johnson who 
lived there. It has been a long time to think 
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Contributed by Mrs. A. C. (Irene Goolsby) 
Morgan 


In the year of 1901 there was a man by the 
name of Sam Goolsby with his wife and seven 
children bought a small farm near Williamsburg. 
He wanted a place with plenty of room for the 
children and enough land :-for farming as the 
children grewup. Mr. Goolsby had a job as 
mail carrier from a little mining town of Palos 
over to Porter mines. He also served as Deputy. 
‘Sheriff. After a few years had passed three 
more children were born to the Goolsby family. 
Rosa and Osa Bell, the two oldest girls were 
married and left home by then. Bill, the old- 
est son had a job in the Commissary at Porter; 
while Ethan a younger son with the younger 
children farmed the land. Everything went 
along fine until the spring of 1910, while 
most of the family was in the field planting 
there was a loud sound like a lot of dynamite 
had exploded, the earth trembled, like all the 
mountains were caving in. An hour or so later 
a man went to the Goolsby home to tell Mrs. 
Goolsby that Palos Mine had an explosion and 
her husband had been killed. Mr. Goolsby was 
on his mail route from Palos over to Porter, 
to get across the river he had to walk a small 
bridge that passed in front of the mine. He 
was just over the bridge when the explosion 
came, part of his body was blown into the 
river and was never found. 

After the funeral expenses were taken care 
of there was very little left and Mrs. Goolsby 
was expecting another baby in three months, 
Mrs. Goolsby was determined to keep all her 
children together. She still had seven child- 
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ren at home. Their names were: Bill, Ethan, 
Velma, Ellie, Irene, Alton and Gladys. To help 
with caring for the family Bill had saved a 
little money working at the Commissary, he 
decided to go to Birmingham and take a busi-. 
ness course. He finished the course and got a 
job with Birmingham Electric Company. Each 
month he sent money home to help out with the 
family. Ethan and the rest of the family 
farmed the land. They rose at daylight and 
worked until dark. They planted corn, cotton, | 
watermelons, potatoes, peas, beans, and sugar 
cane in the fields. They also had a large 
garden near the house with most everything in 
it that was needed for the table. They milked 
six cows morning and night, canned the fruit 
out of the orchards. The chickens and hogs 
were to be fed and watered. All the milk and 
butter and eggs that weren’t used at home, 
Ethan carried to Porter with his mule and 
wagon, sold to the folks around the mines, 
That money was used to buy sugar, coffee, 
flour, salt and occasionally some cheese or 
weiners or a piece of cloth for the girls a 
dress or the boys a shirt. 

After Mrs. Goolsby’s last baby, Charlie, 
was born she began to fail in her health. 
She couldn’t help with the hard work anymore 
but she planned the work for the rest of the 
family. In the fall the fodder was to be 
pulled in the large sugar cane patch, the cane 
to be cut and piled near the spring to be made 
into syrup for the winter. After everything 
was ready, Uncle Rob Nichols with his two 
mules and wagon would bring the sorghum mill 
to make the syrup for the Goolsby family. It 
would usually take a week. The whole family 
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en Bsoved syrup-makingtime. Of course, there 
was a lot of work getting the cane ground to 
keep the juice ready for the syrup pan. Ethan 
helped Uncle Rob make the syrup. Some of the 
young folks that lived close came at night, 
especially the Nichols: girls and boys. Mrs. 
Goolsby and some of the girls would cook big 
meals at the house for all who wanted to eat. 
They had lanterns and lamps all around in 
trees so there would be plenty of light. After 
they finished making the syrup they usually 
had 350 gallons in barrels to put in the 
smokehouse. 

A few months later hog-killing time came. 
They raised four or five large hogs. The 
smokehouse was filled with large hams hanging 
from the rafters to be smoked and large bar- 
rels of salted meat for the Winter. 

By then Ethan was o!d enough to get to work 
at Porter Mines, he worked the winter months 
there. 

Mrs. Goolsby managed to keep shoes and 
elothes for the children to send them to 
school, which was a three-mile walk each way. 
They only had one teacher for all the grades. 
The building was also used as a church. In the 
winter it was heated by a pot-bellied heater. 
It was very comfortable close to the heater 
but rather cold on the back seats. Another 


large family attended school cap € res, the 
Goolsby’s best friends and neighbors, the 
wioniero: puree, Bertha, Groover, Robert. 


Meeeac,yus tiie, gidelign,»b»Abice, and OScar. 
There was another one named Dexter, who was 
the oldest and had finished school and was 
their teacher. He was teacher there for two 
terms at Williamsburg. The children all loved 


265 







him, he was good and kind. But he would ce 
tainly stand you in a corner if you were b 
or didn’t get your lessons. Mrs. Goolsby wa 
very careful about her girls’ friends but sh 
never feared to let them spend the night wit 
the Nichols girls and she really enjoyed th 
Nichols girls visiting at her home. 

Mrs. Goolsby sent her children to Sunda 
School and Church on Sundays, prayer meetin 
on Wednesday nights, and they were allowed to 
go to a party occasionally or a fish-fry at 
the Nichols’ home. 

As the years passed Mrs. Goolsby’s health 
grew worse. All the children were about grown 
except Gladys, Alton and the baby Charlie: One 
day she called them to her bedside and told 
them she would be leaving them soon, she asked 
them to move away from the homeplace after she 
was gone. In the following spring she passed. 
away. Two of the Nichols girl were there that 
night, Maggie and Idella, they dressed her and 
laid her on a padded door until they could get 
a casket and make funeral arrangements. All 
the nieghbors came with their mules and wagons 
for the funeral. They carried her.to be laid 
to rest beside her husband in Village Falls 
Cemetery at Mulga. One month later the child- 
ren sold everything but the furniture. They 
moved to Birmingham. Ethan found work and the 
girls got jobs in town. Everything went along 
nicely until Ethan got sick, he saw a doctor, 
who advised him to go west to get well. The 
children were separated then among the bro- 
thers and sisters who were married, except 
Alton, a close friend of the family by the 
name of Mrs. Tom Reeves took him. But on the 
Second Sunday in May every year at the Wil- 
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liamsburg Decoration, you will see some of the 
Goolsby family there to see old friends and 
neighbors which bring back memories. 


Nichols Fish Trap and Dam 


It was early one morning 

In the month of May, 

A man called Nichols was sowing hay 

Near the banks of Warrior River they all say. 

He gazed across all forlorn 

That’s when a new thought was born. 

I’1l build a dam across the River, 

A fish trap I’ll put right in the center. 

The rocks he gathered from his own land 

He built it himself with his bare hands. 

He trapped the fish for his family 

And many more he had to store. 

To keep them that was another chore, 

He dug a pond below a running e213 

Not very far at the fot of a hill. 

He sold the fish to the folks from town 

And some the neighbors that lived around. 

He needed the money we know that’s a fact 

He had eleven children to be exact. 

The following winter after days of rain 

His wife came down with a pain in her chest, 

The Doctor came he did his best. 

In a few short days she was laid to rest. 

The following days he worked hard and long 

To forget his sorrows he must be strong. 

He raised his children who were large and 
strong 

While not in school they helped at home. 

Their education was their only aim 

Some call it knowledge, we call it brains 

Some made teachers and a lawyer too 
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Just read a book and it they knew, 

Years had passed it was in nineteen and 

thirty-eight 

Uncle Rob we called him had another fate. 

Progress they called it as we all know 

We must have it for our country to grow. 

They built the lock they called seventeen 

To make the river very deep it seems 

For boats to travel from town to town 

To carry the cargo all around, 

The water covered his dam and fish trap too, 

It broke his spirits and his health too 

As nothing else in this world could do. 

In August of that very same year 

He was laid to rest by his wife so dear 

Many years have passed since that sad day 

Some of his sons and in-laws too 

Are sleeping there not far away. 

Bertha May Smith the oldest daughter 

Who now lives there and calmly waits. 

She owns the big while house near the cemetery 
gate 

She lives alone she has lost her mate 











ae came to bring their corn 

Some by mule or wagon drawn. 

The huge round wheel was turned by water 

To grind their meal while the farmers loitered 

They talked of their crops, of cotton, corn or 
new mown hay. 

Sometimes of their church on Sunday. 

Their families were large three or four 

Some were a dozen less or more. 

Years have passed the old mill’s gone 

The dam is there but the creek rolls on, 

I remember it well it was near our home. 
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The Farmers Wife 
By: Mrs. Frances Philley (90 years old) 





Long ago on a windy day, 

I milked the cows and fed them hay. 

I slopped the hogs, saddled the mule, 

And got the children off to school. 

I did the washin’, mopped the floors, 
Washed the windows and did the chores. 

I stewed a dish of home dried fruit, 

And pressed my husbands Sunday suit. 

I swept the parlor, made the beds, 

And baked a dozen loaves of bread. 

I split some wood, lugged that in, 

Enough to fill the kitchen bin. 

I cleaned the lamp, put in some oil, 
Cooked some apples I thought would spoil. 
I churned the butter and baked a cake, 
And screamed out ‘‘For Heavens Sake’’! 
The calves are getting out of the pen, 

So I went out and chased them back in. 

I gathered the eggs, locked the stable, 
Went back to the house and set the table. 
I cooked a Supper that was delicious, 
Then washed up all the dirty dishes. 

I fed my cat and sprinkled some clothes, 
Mended a basket of soxs and hose. 

Then I opened the organ and began to play, 
For I had come to the end of a perfect day! 
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October 11, 1934 


Mr. Robert Nichols 
RFD #2 | 
Adamsville, Alabama 


Dear Mr. Nichols: 


I have been thinking a good deal about you 
during this rain the last two days as I feel 
confident you have lost your corn crop, and 
when a disaster of this kind occurs we natur- 
ally feel very blue and discouraged; we are 
wondering then what the future holds in store 
Poroues,) PUL Pnaiy 4319 and Péa.°°4321-3 will 
remind you that you can trust One who knows 
about your needs, and then Rom. 8:28 will 
probably give you new light when you find that 
He says, ‘‘And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God.’’ 
‘*All things’’ would include the washing away 
of the corn crop and while we don’t under- 
stand it, that should not interfere with our 
faith and trust but on the contrary, should 
make us feel our need of One who reatly cares. 
So look up and not down. 

We often get to where we put so much con- 
fidence in our wordly goods that we forget to 
be thankful to One who supplies our every 
need. Certainly none of us is going to starve, 
We are undergoing considerable expense over 
at the mine from the same cause but I am not 
blue about it. 

Any time [I can help you in any way, I will 
be glad to have you call on me, 
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By: Florence Rayfield 


Five of our friends have left us during the 
ast year. These fellow teachers were Mrs. 
earl Tuggle, Principal of Pleasant Grove 
Junior High School; Mr. Addison Holmes, Prin- 
Cipal of Mt. Olive Junior High School; Mr. 
Dexter Nichols, Principal of Mulga Junior High 
School at the time of his retirement; Mr. 
T. H. Ligon, teacher at Hueytown until his 
retirement; and Mr. R. P.. Vines, who had 
taught at New Hope, Village Springs and Crest- 
line. 
These friends have left us, 
But they are not lost to us, 
For this life is not a port of call 
For each who journeys through eternity. 


Birth and Death 

Are but words 

Signifying 

Arrival. and Departure--- 

A soul arrives, 

Lives, 

Grows, 

And has its being. 

Then, when the summons come 
To assume new responsibilities 
In an advanced station, 

ine 2001, Or spirit, departs. 


Verily, there should be no lasting 
farewell: 

Verily, there should be no continuing 
grief, 

But, rather, a softening remembrance--- 
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Remembrance like the glowing embers of 
a wood fire, 
Remembrance in abeyance, 
Holding warmth which will spring to 
life again i 
When those who have departed 
Are found again at the next port of call. 


Eternity is without beginning and with- 
out end, 

Eternity is not merely ahead of us; 

Eternity is here, now; 

Eternity has been, is, and will be for- 
evermore, 

And all those who travel eternity’s road 

Are a part of eternity--- 

They have been, are, and will be for- 
evermore, 
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As.Told To Me By Joe Salter 


The Indians 


Joe said that when he was a boy he heard 
this story. The Indians came from the Coosa 
River to Nichols’ Shoals on the Warrior River. 
There was nothing but paths through the woods. 
The Indians camped on top of Camp Branch Hill 
near Mulga. It was known as Bone Camp. Their 
Chief Kimulga died or was killed and was 
buried near this camp (near Mulga). Mulga got 
its name from Chief Kimulga. The name Bone 
Camp came from a large pile of animal bones. 
The Indians killed, ate the animals, and left 
the bones over such a long period of time that 
the pile of bones was so huge it became known 
as Bone Camp. 

The river got up so high that below Atwoods’ 
Ferry on the Salter Place in the bend of the 
river there was unearthed an Indian Camp and 
many Indian skeletons. The teeth were more 
preserved than any other of the bones. Clay 
pots, arrow heads, a huge ofle “of muactie 
shells, beads and other Indian relics, black 
burned sand where they had done their cooking 
were unearthed. There was a hole in the clay 
six or eight inches in diameter filled with 
flint rocks. Joe said that he and Bruce Salter 
took a pick and shovel and dug to the bottom 
of the hole hoping to find valuable Indian 
relics but found nothing. 

The Mines 

Palos Mines explosion occured about 1907 in 
May. Over one hundred men were killed. Sam 
Goolsby was carrying the mail. He was in front 
of the mines on the bridge across the river 
when the explosion occured and was blown clear 
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across the river. He was one of the men killec 

About 1903 Virginia Mines about seven miles 
from Bessemer exploded and over one hundred 
men lost their lives. 

Mulga exploded and everyone was killed, 

Banner exploded and everyone was killed. 

Convicts used to be worked in the mines at 
Pratt City. (1870 Tennessee Coal and Iron 
Company owned these mines). They were. later 
worked at Coal Burg (Sloss Co.) The T.C.1. 
worked convicts at Blocton in Bibb County. | 
Sloss workec them at Flat Top. Pratt Consoli- 
dated Coal Company worked them at Banner and 
Flat Creek. . 

Governor Bill Brannan from Tuscaloosa took 
the convicts out of the mines and put them on 
farms at Keliey, Atmore and several other 
places. Julia Tutwiler is the prison for 
women. 

For misbehavior the convicts were given the 
lash and whip. The lash and whip were abol- 
ished by Governor Persons. I understand the 
punishment now is putting the prisoner in 
solitary confinement in a dark cell with bread 
and water as food. 

John Hamby and my grandfather, Harvey 
Atwood built crude barges and rafts... John 
Hamby mined the first coal in Alabama about 
1828 or 1830. John Hamby went under the earth 
for nis coal. Harvey Atwood collected his coal 
at outcrops in the branches and creeks. This 
coal was mined about % mine up the river above 
Atwood’s Ferry, on the north side of the river 
now known as Powhatan Mining Camp, now only a 
ghost town. Mr. Hamby and Harvey Atwood had to 
wait for a tide to come in the river so they 
could float their barges find rafts out into 
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he main stream of the river, as they were not 
quipped with any modern machinery to aid in 
their work. The current was the only thing that 
could help in this. The current carried the 
barges and rafts down the river. The most 
difficult and hazardous part of the trip was 
Squaw Shoals being seven miles in length. 
Lock 17,is now there, Bankhead Lock and Dam, 
There was smooth sailing after navigating 
Squaw Shoals. 

They went into the Tombigbee River at 
Demopolis. This took them into Mobile with 
their coal. They took samples of their coal 
around and demonstrated to the people that the 
coal weuld burn. After their coal was sold 
they abandoned their rafts and barges as they 
could not take them upstream. I do not know 
whether they could sell them or were just 
abandoned. They made their way back to Monte- 
vallo, Alabama by stage coach or railroad. 
They walked from Montevallo. through cowpaths 
and hog trails back to their homes on the 
Warrior River at Powatan., 

Joe Harvey Atwood who barged coal down the 
river married Caroline Thompson. Their child- 
ren were John, lost in the battle of Chicka- 
mauga near Chattanooga in the Civil War. Jim 
died in Florida and was buried at or near 
Kissimie, Florida. Samp never married and at 
his death the Atwood family name was lost 
here. 

The families on the Warrior River: the 
Vines, Nichols, Dodds, Salters and Atwoods had 
settled along the Warrior River before the 
Civil War. No one ever remembers the Warrior 


“River getting any higher than in July, 1872. 


The next highest was July, 1916. The crops 
alee 









were completely destroyed on the river. 
remember well the July Freshet of 1916 but 
my ancestors told me about the one of 1872. 

Bob Cunningham operated and burned the 
first coke for commercial purposes in Jeffer- 
son County. He also had a fish trap near 
Rogers’ Place below my fathers. 

Alex and Bob Cunningham married Wash Vines’ 
daughters. They were very mischevous as boys. 
I always enjoyed Alex’s visits. He went thr- 
ough the woods digging ginsing and herbs. He 
often spent the night at my father’s house. 
John Salter, Ollie, my brother, and I always 
looked forward to hearing his unbelievable 
stories. Here is one he told. 

Alex’s father-in-law, Wash Vines, had an 
old horse named Bo-Dick who was so old and 
feeble that when he lay down at night they 
would have to go every morning and help old 
Bo-Dick up. Alex got so tired of ministering 
to old Bo-Dick needs until he took an ax one 
night and knocked old Bo-Dick in the head. 
The next morning when his father-in-law came 
to get him to help old Bo-Dick up, Alex told 
him that there was no use to go as old Bo-Dick 
would never get up any more. 

Another story that Alex told was that they 
lived near a railroad. His father had several 
head of cattle. Every evening he and his 
brother Bob had to drive these cattle up and 
do the other chores around home. They became 
tired of driving the cattle home every evening 
So one evening they went for these cattle 
about the time a train was due to pass nearby. 
There was a deep railroad cut, and they drove 
the cattle into this cut. Bob got at one end 
of the cut, Alex at the other to keep them in. 
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When they heard the train blow he and Bob ran 
off into the woods. The train came into the 
cut killing and crippling the whole herd. The 
boys stayed out late, went home told their 
father that they had searched the woods and 
pastures and finally went to the railroad and 
found them in the cut where the train had 
killed and crippled everyone of them. Alex 
said part of the meat they used and sold. His 
father filed claim against the railroad com- 
pany and was paid for the cattle. 
Higgins 

Bill Higgins lived on Village Creek, had a 
sick child and didn’t go to the Civil War. He 
was sent for by some officials to put him in 
the army. These people began shooting in his 
house. One of the shots hit the sick child in 
the head and it flopped off the bed like a 
chicken with its neck wrung. While the child 
was dying Bill got his gun and shot into the 
group that was in the yard, killing one of the 
men named Beard. He also shot another man 
through his whiskers. After this he went to 
Tom Williams’ place, later bought by Nathan 
Salter near Birming Port and stayed in a bluff 
where he had to climb a tree and transfer into 
a rock bluff where he stayed during the day. 
At night he would wade the river and go to 
Williams to get food. This bluff is still 
known as Higgins Bluff. 

John, Bob and Thee were his boys. Ollie is 
Thee’s boy. 

Greeyberry Vines who fought in the Civil 
War has one son living. (Greenberry was born 
1846, died in 1922 and is buried,-in Liberty 
Cemetery. ) 
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Jasper Vines fought in the Civil War. “Newt 

and Annie Vance his children are still living. 

Dan Vines fought in the Civil War. He has 

a son, Tod still lives. 

Bill Vines fought in the Civil War. His” 

daughter Ella Snow is still living. 
The Atwoods 


The Atwood girls were Nantie who died 
young, Elizabeth who married John Salter. 
Their children are Ollie, Joe, Eugene, died 
at age 3, Logan, Johnnie, Mancy, Catherine and 
Ola. 

Ollie never married. 

Joe married Alice Robbins. 

Mancy Catherine married Ben Reeves. 

Ollie and Ola live at the old homeplace 
where my father and mother set up housekeeping 
near Powtan Ferry (Atwood’s Ferry) on top of a 
hill near ninety years ago. Ollie has retired 
from the Frisco railroad, where he was an 
agent and operator for many years. He worked 
at the Bessemer office. Ola was a school 
teacher in this vicinity for many years. 

Logan fought in the First World War. When 


they landed in Brest, France he said the worst 
thing he experineced was going on the battle- 
fields and burying the dead. Salvaging many 
things to send back hcme to their people. Many 
were in such a condi.tion® as tomnagke thts 
impossible. Long trenches were dug and every- 
thing, men and horses, were put in them. He 
served in the Tank Squad known as the Suicide 
Squad. 
The Railroads 


The Southern railroad from Birmingham to 
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olumbus, Miss., went by Coalburg, Republic, 
rookside, Cardiff, Jefferson, Lynn’s Cross- 
ine, Littleton, Red Star, Cordova, Parrish, 
akman, Berry and Bankston into Columbus Miss. 
he road when first built was known as the 
G.P. (Georgia Pacific). The Southern railroad 
from Birmingham to Meridian, Miss. was known 
as the A.G.S. (Alabama Great Southern) Chinese 
labor was imported from China into this coun- 
try to build the railroad. Then they were sent 
back to China. 
When the Frisco railroad was first built it 
was known as the K.C.M.B., Kansas City, Fort 
Scott, Memphis and Birmingham. It later became 


known as the Frisco. 
: 
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Contributed by: Mildred Sawyer - 
June 5, 19 
MY Dear George and Bertha: 


I am thinking especially of George toda 
because, I stayed at home from work today an 
was cleaning out some old papers I had stored 
away, and came across a little green noteboo 
I had. Upon opening it, I discovered I ha 
taken down some shorthand notes. AS every 
stenographer knows its hard to read shorthand 
once it gets ‘‘cold’’, but_I did read if ane 
it was the service that was held at Aunt 
Lucy’s funeral. I remember I took them down at 
the church, but never got around to transcrib- 
ing them until I accidentally ran across them. 
Since Father’s Day is near, I am sure it would 
be pleasing to the Lord and Aunt Lucy for me 
to pass this along to you dear, George. . 

When my dear Aunt Lucy died, I, of course 
went to the funeral, which was held at her™ 
church, the First Methodist Church in Pratt. 
City. The church was filled to overflowing 
with friends, neighbors, relatives and her own 
family. The alter was banked with many beau- 
tiful flowers and wreaths. Her granddaughter- 
Doris Merkle sang ‘‘Jesus Savior Pilot Me’’. 
The preacher prayed a sweet prayer. Another 
song was sung by Doris ‘‘Jesus Paid It All’’. 
The pastor read a verse of scripture, I forget 
the test, but it began‘‘And I, Paul, saw a new 
Heaven’’, etc. (Maybe somebody knows where 
this is found). After the scripture reading 
was over the pastor spoke the following words 
of tribute to her memory. 

‘‘This afternoon as we come before you for 
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‘this service, you know death has: sought gene- 
ration after generation of people all through 
the years and yet, we have not become ac- 
quainted with it. Everytime it comes it leaves 
sadness and despair in our lives, and as I 
read this scripture this afternoon, you should 
be comforted. I haven’t known Mrs. Smith very 
long but I know she was one of the most de- 
voted Christians I have ever known. I have had 
the privilege of visiting her a number of 
times during her sickness. She told me she had 
come into the church 69 years ago. That is a 
wonderful record. Mrs. Smith has loved to 
serve her Lord throughout her life. She loved 
her church. This ought to be encouraging to 
all of us in our own lives to move up closer 
to the Lord. To be faithful, even as she was 
faithful. She longed for her family to be good 
outstanding Christians. I am sure that she has 
been a most devoted Christian Mother, one of 
the most devout that I have ever contacted. As 
I said before, I have visited with her a num- 
ber of times, the last time I visited with 
her, when I left that room, [I knew that her 
suffering and pain was nearly finished. She 
was on Holy Ground with Jesus. I recall she 


Poor Loe me: ) “Pastor, sn’ d- it.wonderful to 
have Jesus? I don’t mind dying for there is a 
better home on the other side.’ I am sure the 


community of Pratt City is going to miss her. 
You won’t see her walking the streets of Pratt 
City any more, but what I Know and -have heard 
about Mrs. Smith, the influence of her Chris- 
tian life will live on in the community long 
after she is gone. There are some of us here 
who should say: ‘‘I am going to take up and 
Pavers Clean a life,as Mrs.» Smith. ’?» I 
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am saying this, ‘‘AS a Mother, she was one o 
the best, and as her pastor I can say she wa 
one of the greatest of Christians I have ever 
known, I need to also say this, she loved he 
church. I have received letters from her. she 
would write a note saying; ‘‘Here is a dona 
tion, I want to put it in for the church. © 
Why? Because she loved the Savior. She served 
her Lord 69 years. Her suffering is over, but 
this is a challenge for each of us and for the 
families this afternoon to want to see Mother, 
to emulate her good, Christian character, and 
that her influence will be retained in our own 
lives and hearts and after a while we wills 
meet her again.’’ The pastor closed the ser- 
vice with one of her favorite poems: ‘ ‘Sunset 
and Evening Star and one clear call for me, 
and may there be no morning at the bar when I 
put out to sea.’’ Her granddaughter, Doris, 
Sang one of her favorite hymns, ‘‘In the 
Garden’’ and thus passed away one of my sweet- 
est and dearest aunts. God bless her precious 
memory. I will always be thankful for the 
influence for good she had on my life as a 
child. 








I am still working on the family tree, but 
I am stuck on part of the Wyatt line. My 
great-grandmother was Jane Wyatt, daughter of 
William Wyatt and Lucinda (Meredih) Wyatt, 
but I Can’ t-Tind “out who Willian .)20. oe 
parents were or where they came from. I have 
written to all the Wyatt preachers and their 
sisters, my letters have been ignored. Aunt 
Donie use to tell me we were related to the 
first governor of Alabama, William Wyatt Bibb. 
I have his family line which was easy to get, 


but I can't get any information Oh tue weer 
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in in order to connect with the Governor. One 
f these Wyatt preachers lives at Graysville I 
elieve, somewhere near Baby Sister and they 
ay he has the family Bible. If you are ever 
in that vicinity look him up and see if you 
an get him to tell you who his grandparents 
ere on che Wyatt side.» Excuse this pencil. 
lease came spend the night some Saturday and 
>11 show you what I’ve got. 


2RA 


Story of The Vines 
By: Mrs. Ernest Sellers 








My great grandfather, John Vines, was bor! 
November 3, 1806 in North Carolina. He die¢ 
November 20,1890 in Jefferson County, Alabama. 
He married Latha Prescott. She was bor 
December 28, 1817 in Kentucky. Latha Prescot 
was the daughter of Aaron Prescott. She was 
one fourth Cherokeee Indian. 

He homesteaded land along both the Big and 
Little Warrior Rivers. This was from below 
Birmingham Port to where Howton’s Camp is 
today. Howton’s Camp was the first place they 
came to on the Big Warrior when they came to 
Alabama. Cane was growing there on the river 
bank many feet tall when they arrived. It was 
cleared and corn was planted the following’ 
spring. 

John and Latha Vines always had company at 
their house. In fact they had so much company 
at times, they had to cook chickens and other 
meat in wash pots. He had a fish trap where 
the Little Warrior runs into the Big Warrior. 
Both rivers then were alive with fish. He 
always had fish. My father ate so much fish 
during his childhood and young manhood that it 
turned him against fish. Since I can remember, 
he wouldn’t eat fish. 

These are John Vines and Latha Prescott’s 
children. 

William Vines born December 28, 1836. 

Nancy Vines born April 2, 1839. 

Henry Vines born March 14, 1842. 

John Perry Vines born January 12, 1845. 

Andrew Jasper Vines born March 20. 1847. 

Benton Fuller Vines born Sept. 14, 1849. 
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Caroline Vines born October 30, 1852. 

Lattie Vanburen Vines born August 14, 1855. 

Mary Catherine Vines born Dec. 14, 1857. 

Four of these Vines boys were in the Civil 
War. They all went through the war and were 
not wounded. My grandfather, Wiiliam Vines, 
had a hole shot through the top of his hat in 
the Battle of Atlanta. The three older bro- 
there were in it. Uncle Jasper went when he 
was 16. Professor McAdory was their Captain 
during the war. He visited my grandfather as 
long as he lived. He was Superintendent of 
Education of Jefferson County for many years. 
A story of Prof. McAdory’s life was in the 
Birmingham News about three years 280. It told 
about his war experience and the Vines boys 
who served with hin. 

Dr. J. B. Vines is the son of Uncle Jasper 
Vines. He was a member of the County Commiss- 
ion for three terms. Eddie Gilmore, a present 
member of the Commission is a grandson of 
Uncle Henry Vines. Ida Vines Moffett a grand- 
daughter of Uncle Henry, is the head of both 
West End Baptist and Highland Baptist Hospital. 

Burt and Wed Vines, sons of William, were 
teachers in the Jefferson County Schools when 
Prof. McAdory was Superintendent. Dr. J. B. 
Cape, and Newt, sons of Jasper taught in the 
Jefferson County Schools under Prof. McAdory. 
Dr. A. V. Vines taught under Prof. McAdory. 

These are some of the grandchildren who 
fave cought Or are still teaching in the 
Jefferson County Schools. 

Percy, Lottie and Flossie are children of 
Cape Vines. 

Litite’ VineS daughter of Dr. J... B. Vines. 

Claud, Gladys and Lou and Mildred, children 


of Bert Vines. 
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Howel, Vergie and Lois, children of Lawre 
Vines. 7 
Effie, Etta, Melvin, Marvin, Clarence, Eli: 
beth, Charles, and Evelyn, children of Li 
Vines. Charles is assistant Superintendent 
charge of personnel for the Jefferson Coun 
Schools. Melvin was the Coach at Hueytown fe 
many years. He teaches there now. He playe 
football for Alabama and went to Rose Bowl th 
first two times Alabama went. Marvin is princi: 
pal of Irondale Junior High School. : 

Percy Vines is Coach at Corner High School.He 
has had many champion basketball teams there. 

Delilah and Bertha Vines granddaughters of 
Uncle Henry are also teachers. Mertha Vines: © 
daughter of Wed Effie Vines daughter of Little 
Latha. Max, Gladys and Mary Lou, children of 
Newt. R 

Gladys Howton, Pearl and Arthur Davis, 
Alberta Hubbard, grandchildren of the Vines were 
also teachers, | 

Andy Vines grandson of Dr. J. B. Vines of 
Deputy Coroner for the Bessemer Cut-off. 

Many other Vines families came to Alabama 
with my great-grandfather John. They were all 
relatives, and settled in the same section of 
the county he did. Simon Smith’s mother was a 
Vines. He has written a book on the Vines Family. 
He was also a teacher. His initials are S.J. I 
thought you might want to call him. He has a lot 
of good information in his book. He traced them 
back to England, 

One of the first Vines to come to U.S. was 
the first governor of Maine. I am sending you 
copy of some information I have about hin. 

I also have a copy of his will. It is inter- 
esting reading. I also have information about 
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r. Sydney Howard Vines who was President of 
xford University beginning in 1884. 

I found a record in the Birmingham Lihrary 
here my great-grandfather John Vines married 
atha Prescott in Jefferson County in 1834. They 
ave a book there with all Jefferson County 
arriages recorded from 1819. That helps you get 
he first settlers of the County. It tells who 
arried each couple. 


Governor Richard Vines 


| Some new facts concerning his personal his- 
ory. By Charles Edward Banks, Surgeon and Medi- 
cal Purveyor U.S.M.H. 

No one familiar with the early history of 
aine can fail to have a deep admiration for the 
‘Services rendered to the infant Province of 
oes Vines, nor hesitate to entertain the 
greatest respect for his noble character. It has 
Bi ways been an intention of mine to record as 
fully as possible the story of his struggles in 
establishing Civil Authority in the Province as 
representative of the Lord Proprietor, and to 
delinate in its light the results of the work 
performed by him under the most adverse circum- 
stances. The exigencies of public service have 
iprevented the consummation of this wish and | 
mes fF have some new material respecting his 
family and the close of his earthly career in 
another part of the world, I have thought best 
to place it before the Society, in order that it 
may be available for further use by the histor- 
fans of that State. This material has been in my 
possession for about fifteen years, and [] think 
further retention of it undersible. 

Of the origin of Governor Vines whom Sir 
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Feronando refers to as my servant, I have 
unable to obtain any definate information. It 
possible that he was a West County man possilt 
a resident of Somersetshire, New Goeges Fami 
Seat, from whence he went into service of § 
Feronando as his agent, of Steward General. 
the management of the colonizing enterprise 
that worthy Knight. That he afterward became 
resident of London seems to be proven by the 
following entry taken from the Parish Register 
of St. JaesClerkenwell. Baptized February 22 
1625--6 Richard son of Richard Vines and Jan 
Ux. This seems more than a coincidence of names 
as it is known that his wife’s name was Jane 
and that he had a son Richard, of whom I shall 
Speak of later. This date was, as will be remem- 
bered ten years later after the winter spent by 
him and his companions at the mouth of the Saco 
River. Y 
Four years later, in 1629 on the same day of 
February he was granted a patent with John Old- 
ham for the territory comprising the present 
Site of Biddford. With this subsequent career, 
after his arrival in the Province of Maine, most 
of the members of this Society are familiar, as 
developed in many scattered documents and let- 
ters which have been printed from time to time 
in numerous publications. It is not my present 
Purpose to deal with this period of his career, 
When he was Struggling against the machinations 
of that turbulent factor in Maine’s history, 
George Cleaves, whose continued and often suc- 
Cessful efforts to disturb the peace finally 
drove this sterling character away from the 
Providence to seek rest in his declining years. 
under more favorable conditions. The date of his 
departure for Barbados, whither he went can be 
quite closely identified. In a letter dated 18 
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of February 1645, George Cl@aves says. oFor 
though Mr. Vines be now gone, he sold his patent 
October 21, 1645, to Dr. Robert Child, and be- 
tween that date and the following February above 
referred to, he took his departure for the is- 
land of Barbados, where lived in the parish of 
St. Michales. There he practiced his profession 
of medicine, ¢::4 engaged largely in the culti- 
vation of cotton, tobacco, and sugar cane. Two 
feoerse of his irom that place:to Governor 
Whinthrop are extant under date of 19 of April 
1647 and 29 of April 1648. In the first of which 
says. I have settled myself by God’s assistance 
50 acres, the which I hope after six months will 
maintain me and mine comfortably, besides my 
practice of Phy sick which is worth at least 
10,000 lb. of tobacco per annum. It is hard with 
me by reason of my great payments for my planta- 
tion and Negroes and other necessary disburse- 
ments already paid to the value of 40,000 of 
tobacco per, which keeps me bare at present. I 
doubt not but the next crop proving well will be 
better able to live than I have been many years. 
I bless God my family continue in good health, 
and like the island well, Notwithstanding their 
change in diet, which is but Slender, yet far 
from want. I fear not but within 6 months to 
live plentffully aS any man upon this island 
according to proportior. I have at present 16 


acres of cotton, planted at least as much to- 
Dacoous el hernext’ year I intend for sugar, at 


present I cannot. 

Richard Vines lived three years after the 
Omerroisthis*ietter, and the following entry 
from the parish registers of St. Michaels gives 


piee cate Of Tis burial. 1651.April.19 Doctor 
Richard Vines. 
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By: Mrs. Bertha Smith 


This is a story that everyone knew when I was 
a girl. When Sherman’s Army came through here on 
his march to the Sea, he did not carry provis 
ions for his men nor horses. The entire arm 
depended on living off the country that the 
passed through. No wonder that it was said a 
CrOW would have to carry it’s food in flying 
over. : 
Bands of pillagers from the army would range 
for miles seeking food. If they found more than 
they could eat and carry back to camp they com- 
pletely destroyed it. All horses, mules, cows, 
Pigs, chickens were taken away or killed. The 
people living in this part of the country were 
living in dread as the tales of utter destruct- 
ion reached them ahead of the raiders. Each time 
they heard from them they were getting nearer 
and nearer. 

There were very few people in here besides 
womerr and children, a few men too old and a few 
boys too young to serve in the army. There was 
One man who had been a soldier but had lost an 
arm in the Battle of Manassas. I don’t know 
whether The First Battle of Manassas or The 
Second Battle of Manassas. I have heard his name 
but never saw him so he must to have died. All 
who could have told me his name are also dead. 

There was one thing these people had - cour- 
age. They were determined to save what precious 
food and animals they had. These hitls*and’ hol 
lows were used for hiding everything they could, 
The inevitable day came when a band of Yankees 
waS coming into this part of the Country a 
don’t know how many but it seems the raiding 
bands were small. The ex-soldier helped to 
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yrganize every one who was able to shoot a gun. 
The women learned to do that as there were no 
men to depend on. Some of the women were desig- 
nated to oare for children. The boys who were 
old enough to carry a gun, the old men, and the 
rest of the women were carefully instructed what 
to do. There were plenty of rocks and trees for 
them to hide behind. When the invaders were close 
enough they were given the signal to shoot. The 
soldiers were unprepared for this attack and the 
shots coming from unseen people. They must have 
thought it better to run which they did. The 
firing kept up until they were well out of reach 
of gunfire. One of the soldiers did not go with 
the others but took off by himself. When there 
seemed to be no danger of the band coming back 
it was decided to go after the lone soldier. 
They soon sighted him and gave chase. He speeded 
up his horse with the persuers trying to gel 
him. Village Creek runs through here, on one 
side the side they were on has a straight drop 
off bluff about 150 feet high. Harder and harder 
the chasers and chased ran until the chased came 
mirectly to the precipice too late to stop. 
The horse took one leap into the creek far 
below. Both horse and rider were killed. 

Many, many times did I hear people tell of 
Beeing this dead soldier riding his horse. It 
was always at night but he was seen by many. ] 
was afraid to go near that place and I was not 
by myself in that fear as others shared it, too. 
In fact over 100 years have elapsed but that 
ghost rider is still sighted by more than one as 
he goes galloping, galloping, galloping on intc 
eternity. 
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Porter | pa. 
By: Mrs. Bertha Nichols Smtti 7" ae 





Here are some of the first things I remember 
about Porter. I recall my father talking with 
people who came about a mine that was going to 
be opened and all the new people who came to 
our house. These were the people who were 
building houses the people would live in who 
would work there. If I remember correctly there 
were 300 houses built. Lots of houses, and 
furthermore they were good houses, too. There 
were also the men who were opening the mines, — 
The superintendent came often to visit my 
father and the other men boarded with the 
people who lived around here. My father and 
Mother had a ready sale for every bit of food 
we didn’t need ourselves. The money they re- 
for it was a big help to us. 

One afternoon the superintendent came. I 
cannot recall his name. Maybe someone will be 
able to tell me, I believe it was Bill Balch. 
He told my father that they were going to strike 
coal in about another day and when they did they 
were going to blow the whistle five minutes. I 
don’t know whether it was just another day or 
not, but all of us were listening for that 
Whistle, and about five o’clock it started. It 
WaS a great occasion for us. 

Families quickly filled all the houses and 
Porter became a thriving prosperous town near 
uS. For many years Porter was one of the most 
Hriving, prosperous towns in this part of the 
country. Work was good for years. I believe the 
mines were opened in 1905 and I think closed in 
1948. 

The first child born in Porter soon after the 
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mines opened was a boy and his father named him 
Porter. I cannot recall his last name. 
where he is. 

There was a three room school modern in 
every respect built by the coal company. Mrs. 
Par ijsan t, S8allsoweas the principal, She was 
highly educated and left a great impression for 
good on this community. She had a daughter, 
Nancy who later married and lived in Washington. 

Some of the other teachers I recall from 
Porter were Miss Zoe Crowe, Miss Crowley, Miss 
Grace Black, Miss Irene Day, Mr. and Mrs. Hauk, 
Charley King, Mrs. Linn, Miss Crowe. 


I wonder 





That’s Calvary ware Jesus died. 
That is where the mob once led Eis. 
They took him there to be Crucified. 


Not a word, did Jesus say in condemnation. (+ 
As on that weary march he trod with them, 

For well he knew that if he only willed it 
Twelve leagues of angels would deliver him. 


As on the cruel cross they laid him. 

And in his feet and hands were driven 
Those iron spikes he uttered not a word 
But Godlike lifted up his eyes to heaven. 


He prayed for them who scoffed at him 

He prayed also for you and me, 

As well as for that Roman mob, 

‘‘Father forgive them, They know not what 
they do.’’ 


Terror striken an awful silence falls 

As they are stepping swiftly o’er the sod. 
Me thinks I hear the angels say 

‘‘Behold the Lamb of God.’’ 


No wonder that darkness veiled the scene, 
The brilliant sun no longer shining. 

The earth did quake, the rocks were rent, 
For the Son of God is dying. 


But see them hasten to his side, 

That sinful, heartless host. 

In time to hear his dying words 

“It is finished’* as he gave up the ghost. 
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What is finished? Why, our redemption 
From an awful sinful hell. 

™t took the life of Jesus, 

For us his blood was spilled. 


It took the brightest jewel from heaven 
Our redemption to proclaim. 

Halleugh in the highest, 

Let earth, let heaven ring. 


He paid the price. He bought us. 
With his own precious blood 

Cast all your trophies at his feet 
The blessed Son of God. 
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The Resurrection 
By: Lucy Smith 


I went visiting today, 

And where do you think I went? 

Far away upon the hill 

And the evening with the Lord spent. 


Such beautiful happy friends, 
They knew not that I was there. 
And I visited everyone 

In that City so still and fair. 


They call it the City of the Dead, 
They should say City of Rest. 

For they are resting sweetly there, 
Like a babe on it’s mother’s breast. 


But the awakening will come sometime 
When the Lord will call his own. 

Then the graves will give up our dead, 
And we will know as we are known. 


On the resurrection morning 

What a sight it will be to all. 

We will see the dead in Christ come 
At the Master’s loving call. 


We will see the dead of every nation 
Clad in robes so white and Tair; 
Come shouting to meet Jesus, 

At that meeting in the air. 


We will see the heavens part. asunder 
See them roll back as a scroll: 

See the Lord in all his glory 

Coming for redeemed souls. 
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Hear them shouting as they meet him 
My Redeemer, King of Kings: 

Hear the priase of his children 
While the vaults of Heaven ring. 


He loyed us with ever lasting love, 
That through eternity will be 

Just the same as when at first 

He gave himself for you and me. 
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By: Mrs. Lucy E. Smit _ 





Where the Mountain Laurel blossoms, } — 
Where the birds sing all day long, i 
Where you’re free from world temptation, 

You can worship God in song. 


By the peaceful Warrior River 
This man ceased to want to roam, 
So he built a two-room cabin 
And he chose to call it home. 


How he loved to work with: nature 
In this wilderness so wild, 

For he was a man in stature 
Kind-hearted as a little child. 


He used the gifts God gave him 
To accomplish what he did, 

He had a vision of the future 
From man’s eye securely hid. 


By his sweat and by his labor, 
By his courage and his will, 
He fought the wolf of hunger 
By his own undoubted skill. 


Just a flint-lock for protection 
From the beast that then did roam 
In the wilderness by the river 
That surrounded his cabin home. 


Within that cabin were his treasures, 
Wife and children all his own, 

And their smile of love and greeting 
Made his cabin a happy home. 
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‘or his home he worked unceasingly 
n the sunshine, in the rain, 

For his love was like the river, 
And he counted not the pain. 


Of labor or of heart ache, 

Just as his family was secure 
From grief and want and poverty, 
-He knew he could endure. 


All the hardships that were coming, 
And he bravely tilled the sod, 

For he had his Father’s promise, 
Yes, the promise of his God. 


How he loved the flowing river 
With its muddy waters wide, 

In his struggle for existence 

Its share of food did provide. 


How he caught fish from the river 
With trap made by his own hand 
God’s storehouse was open 

At this giant’s stern command. 


Deer and squirrel, birds and turkey 
Were aboundant in the wood. 

No game law, Posted Private, 

Now wasn’t God to this man good? 


Pasture for his stock and cattle 
Free for all to eat secure, 
Browsing laxily by the river, 
Drinking of its waters pure. 


Here no tax was on the water, 
zt was free for one and all, 
God’s gift to man forever, 

When they heed his loving call. 
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This man had entered Canaan 
By the river near its breast. 
Alabama, mine forever, 
Alabama, here we rest. 


How we love our Alabama, 

Let him live upon its sod, 

All’ his days, and in the evening 
From its soil go meet his God. 


Laid to rest within its boundary 
Thomas Nichols long may rest 
Close beside the Warrior River 
That in life he loved the best. 


When the final judgment morning 
In the East dawns bright and clear 
And the roll call reaches Thomas 
May he answer, ‘‘Lord, I’m here.’’ 


Here beside my dear old river 

Where I laid down life’s heavy load 

Here, dear Lord, is where you blessed me, 
Here I want to meet my God. 
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intain I Know About Williamsburg and The 
Surrounding Communities 


By: Mrs. J.E. Whitehead (Bess Morrow) 


Few states can match Alabama for nature’s 
Autumnal Show. I shall never forget the first 
time I came from Tennessee to Birminghan, 
Alabama. It was in the Autumn time. The deeper 
into the state I came the more [I noticed what 
a beautiful picture God had painted. The hills 
that one could see for miles, the many pines, 
dogwood, and other trees with their leaves crim- 
son and gold were so beautiful I would almost 
hold my breath in awe. 

I stayed.in Alabama until the winter winds 
came and took this beautiful picture away. 

I came back to Birmingham a few years later, 
again in the Autumn time. I liked it even better 
than my first visit. 

In 1939 I made my fourth visit to Birmingham. 
My brother-in-law, G.C. Nichols, had a fishing 
camp in the western part of Jefferson County, a 
community called Williamsburg, where he was 
born. He loved it so much and every opportunity 
he would go to the fishing camp and the old home 
place. 

It was on this visit I went with my sister 
and her husband to Williamsburg. The next morn- 
ing I was introduced to J.E. Whitehead, who 
later became my husband. On my next visit to 
this place he asked me to go for a ride. He told 
me how beautiful the countryside was this time 
of year. IJ found it even more beautiful than he 
had described. This community was the most 
beautiful part of Alabama I had yet seen. I made 
trip after trip to this enchanting place. 
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One night in late October, Ed and I were si 
ting in front of one of the cabins, the o 
my sister and her husband occupied while 
camp. The air was crisp, the moon shone brightl 
and the heavens were decked with stars. Gor 
writes the gospel not in the Bible alone, but 
on the trees and flowers and clouds and stars. — 

I was sitting there thinking of those great 
hills and the beauty that surrounded them. Know- 
ing our Heavenly Father made it all, the words 
came from my lips, ‘ ‘How great Thou art, How 
great Thou art.’’ 

It was as if I had almost come face to facg 
with God. I said to Ed, ‘‘Man has made many 
great and beautiful things but nothing to com- 
pare with this.’’ The scripture says in Psalms 
46:10, ‘‘To be still and know that I am God’’ ,) 
but few people really do this. God made man in 
his own image to glorify him. I felt the pre- 
sence of God at this time, and told Ed that God 
would always be first in my life. He told me 
that he loved me for being that way and at this 
time asked me to share the future with him. 
Almost two years later we were married. We lived 
for over a year in this section of Jefferson 
County. 

One day in the springtime we walked down to 
the waeer’s edge. I looked into the cool, clear 
water, where God had painted another beautiful 
picture. The trees were dressed in green and the 
wild flowers were blooming everywhere. The words 
of a poem came to my mind that I had learned 
when I was a child. How true they were. 

reat, wide, wonderful, beautiful world, 

The wonderful water around you curled; 

The wonderful air upon your breast, 

World, you are beautifully dressed. 
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i ‘Sometimes I would feel as if I were in some 
large cathedral with its large stained glass 
windows, the world shut out, away from the 
hustle and bustle of the world, I could imagine 
myself singing in the Heavenly Choir, ‘ ‘How 
Great Thou Art, How Great Thou Art.’’ 

We visited the Baptist Church in Williamsburg 
before we were married and after we were married. 
The pastor and lay members always made us wel- 
come. We could not have hefped to say, ‘‘It was 
good to have been here.’’ 

There were the Collier family who had lived 
there for years and years, the Wharton family, 
several families of the Hicks and Higgins gen- 
eration, the Eddings, the Stanley Youngblood 
family, the Moss Nichols, the Eadey family, the 
Frank Hill family, the Gilchrist family, Dr. 
and Mrs. J.W. Snow, Ruth and Archie Wright, the 
W.J. Capps family and others. All these were our 
good, good neighbors. They will always, always 
have a warm spot in our hearts. 

And there was the Nichols family that came 
back to Williamsburg quite often. They had their 
family reunions every year. It was a privilege 
to be at some of those reunions. Brother Amos 
Nichols was usually the main speaker but there 
were Dexter Nichols and Judge Boner that would 
always have something to say. I got such a 
blessing out of those meetings. I feel sure 
these great men of God will hear the Lord say, 
“Well done my child.’’ 

On the second Sunday in May, people from 
miles around would gather at the little church 
to pay their respects to their loved ones that 
had departed from this life. They would go to 
the cemetery to decorate their graves. Brother 
Amos Nichols would preach at the eleven o’ clock 
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service. Oh! How he would expound the scriptu 
and before you hardly knew it you had bee 
lifted to higher heights! 

After lunch hour there would be singing i 
the church. They would sing new songs. Now an 
then you would hear such songs ring out as ‘ ‘How 
Firm a Foundation,’’ ‘‘Ye Saints of the Lord,’’ 
and many others. That was way back in the good 
old days so to speak. It’s do different now. 

We still have our services at the church and 
decorate the graves in the little cemetery every 
second Sunday in May. There is a sadness that 
did not use to be there. But the morning ser- 
vices, the afternoon singing, the fellowship 
with one another, makes us richer toward God and 
our fellow men. 7 

The cemetery has been enlarged so many of our 
loved ones and friends have passed away. I am 
reminded of the sadness of the disciples when 
their Lord had been crucified, and when he had 
risen the joy that came into their hearts. I can 
almost see the Angel Gabriel with one foot on 
the land and the other one on the sea, declaring 
that time shall be no more, and Christ coming in 
the Clouds for His Glorified Church, the people 
that have believed on Him and are looking for 
His coming. Thanks be unto God for His unspeak- 
able gift. He gave His Only Begotten Son on 
Calvary, that we might have life and have it 
more abundantly. 

My brother-in-law was a member of Williams- 
burg Church. He and my sister are asleep in the 
church cemetery. I am looking forward to seeing 
them again. 

And God Shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; there shall be no more death, neither 
Shall there be any more pain, for the forner 
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CHARLES F. KING 
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ping ADAMS FAMILY 


_Dr. W. M. HucKabee married Alice Turner. The Huc ‘ 
Pie er nee 1. tea ne Priteag ae ty hahak Pr aer take 
448 rene marrie enard Hanvey. They have one child, 
Violet’ Elizabeth. Lenard was Killed. by a Moore and Handley 
tractor +itase4s over on him | 

_Florene later married Wyatt Randall Tomlinson II of 
Memphis, Tennessee. There were two children, Nora Alice and 
Wyatt Randall III. 

Florene died in 1947. Violet Elizabeth married A. E. 
Yarbrough of Memphis, Tennessee. There are three (3) child- 
ren, 1. Judith Irene, 2. Rebecca, 3. Rachell Lynn. 

3. Nora Alyce who married Joe Nicholson o Birmingham. 
There are 5 children; 1. Stacy, 2. Retha, 3. Jody, 4 Dona, 
5. Wyatt Randall Iv. 

.,2: Thester Elizabeth married Edgar Evan Adams of Adams- 
ville, Alabama. There were two (2) girls: 1. Mildred Flor- 
ence and Carol Gay. : 

Mildred married Johnie Ernest of Danville, Illinois, and 
Knoxville, Tennessee. There are no childrer. 

_,Carol Gay married Malcolm Lee Pepe bbethas of Tarrant 
City, Alabama. There are two (2) children: Gay Cheri and 
Malcolm Lee, Jr. They are now ropa in Louisville, Ky. 

Thester Elizabeth is now employed by the Baptist Sunday 
eee Board, working in the Baptist Book Store, Birmingham 

abama,. 


ALDMAN, BY MRS. LEAR BELCHER 


Paul S. Aldman married Geneva Fields. Their children 
are; 1. Eula, 2. Wanna, 3. Lera, 4. Mildred, 5. John C..4 
6. Joseph S., 7. James A. ; ; 

Eula married Isaac Jeff Johnson. Their children are; 
(a) the first child died in infancy, (b) Betty Lou. 

Wanna married Green McGrayer. Their children are; (a) 
Paul, (b) a little girl who died at the age of two years, 
(c) James Donald, (d) Myra, (e) Sybil. ; : } e 

Lera married Jewel Belcher. Their family history is in 
the Belcher Family History. 

Mildred married Marlie Gilbert. Their children are; 
(a) Nadine, b) Donald Coleman (Don), (c) Ronald, (d) Myra 
Jo, (€) Brenda, (f). Olan, (g) Randy. ' ' 

John C, married Edna Humphries. Their children are; 
(a) John C., Jr., (b) Kenneth Paul, (c) Melony, (d) their 
second child died at birth. mies ' 

Joseph S. married Jean Denson. They are raising a little 
niece - Wanda Martin. : 

James A. married Melba Hyche. No children. 


ALEXANDER, BY MRS. VAN (EDITH) PARSONS 


Albery L. AleXander married Annah Vera Lanyston. Their 


Chizdren are; 3, Vera *edithy *2e°Waynel 1 Ann; 3. Sarah 
Elizabeth, 4. Albery, Jr. { 

1. Edith married Oscar E. Nichols who died December 9, 
1959. They have one daughter, cad lade Le 

2. Waynell married John P. Armistead. Their children 
are; (a) Sandra Ann, (b*’ John Larry, (c) Michael Wayne, 
(d) David. Larry married a girl némed Lynda. They have one 
ehaid. 
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espe anes married Carl DeMarsh. They have one daughter, 

dauth eer: ry martied Elizabeth McAdams. They have five 
4 > y chelle, uth nell, 

Elaine, (d) Serer es Rose Marie, (33 Vera Ana. 


MCDONALD ALEXANDER, BY: MRS. LINNIE ALEXANDER MCDONALD 


McDonald Anthony Alexander married Kate Nichols. Their 
aren are:: 1... BBCURL. wx Tis, Se Binnie: ; 

. Escual married Ellen Clements. Their children are: 
Chloe, (b) Blanche, (c) Kathleen, (d) Mildred, (e) 
a) Chloe married Clifton Duncan. Their children are: 


p 

) 

g 

). James who married first Lora Dunn. Their children 
e: Teresa and Tracy. 
t 

t 

) 

) 
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1 
1 
g 
( 
e married second Lyna Sikes. Their children are fa) 


ny, (b) Dorothy Jean, (c) David, (d) Charlee, (e 


oO 
Gia. 

b) Blanche married Leon Pitts. Their children are: 
; (2) Kathryn, (3), Jammie, (4) Donald. 

athleen married Rob Sandlin. Their children are: 
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ice who married John Pope. They have children. 
Mildred married Henry Prescott. Their children are: 
and Wanda. : 

Maggie married Wallace Mays. Their children are: 
(1) Gary, (2) Bruce, (3) Tammie. 

2. Effie Alexander married first Joe Clark. He was 
killed in Praco Mines. Their child was Ruth. 

Effie later married Lloyd Little. Their children are: 
(a) James Lloyd, Jr. who married Mary Pickle. Their child- 
ren are: (1) Andrea who married Dr. Winthrop Harrington. 
(2) Judy who married Dr. Nelson Goldman. Their children are 
nares Cathy, James, Jr., (Buddy). 

(b) Doris is married. i ; s 

Ruth the daughter by first marriage, married Ernie 
Karademas. Their children are Ethel Joe, who married Melvin 
pend Their children are Lisa, Michael (Mike), James and 

eresa. 

{¢) Wadera died at the age of eighteen (18) years. 

ffie later married Nathan Scoggins. 

3. Linnie married William McDorald, They have a daughter, 

Caunelle, who is a teacher in the Jefferson County Schools. 


ALEXANDER, BY VANCIE ALEXANDER LEMONS 


Joseph J. Alexander married Sarah Elizabeth (Betty) 
Nichols. Their children are: 1. Ellis who married Rona 
Black. Their children are (1) Erwood, (2) Ellis Black, (3) 
Betty Jo, (4) Ann, (5) Sarah. |. 

(2) Ellis Black married Lillian Tuggle. They have a son 

“Michael and a daughter. , 

(3) Betty Jo married a Mr. Ward. They have children. 

(4) Ann is dead. | 

(5) Sarah is married. : : ; 

2. Alta married Wilfred Hicks. Their children are: 


(1) Elizabeth, (2) Vireinia, (3) John, who is a doctor. 
(4) Helen who married John Turner. Their children are John, 
Jr., and Melissa. John and Elizabeth are married, 

3. Joseph married Mary Whitehead. Their children are: 
(1 a LueD, (2) Betty, (3) William (dead), (4) Mary Sue, 
(5 : 






(c) Sue 


4. Annie (deceased) married Norvil ee 

son, Norvil Rudy. ; ) Duncan. They have a 
- Vancie married James Andrew Lemons. They have two: 
Hea age eee nee Bag eee, nie Combs. They fase 

. my Jo. Bi marrie aine Likin. E 

is ‘poh William Andrew.» 7 ry Mee 
- Atlas married Arthur Ha?\ison. Their chisdren are: 
(1) Margaret, (2) Annie JO, (3) Rogerene, (4) Elenor. 

Annie Jo Harrison married a Brasfield. They have child- 
ren, Rogerene is married. So is Elenor who married Freddy 
ped td df Their children are: (1) Debbie, (Deborah), and also 

Margaret married Huey Johnsok. They have a son who 
married a girl whose last name is Duke. 

Homer married a girl named Lydell. No children. 
_,,_8. T.M. (Mack) married Geneva Johnson. Their family 
history is found under his name. 
- Cale married Gladys Sumner. They have a son, James 
Alfred who married Edna Mae Higgins. Their family history 
will be found in the Higgins family. 


ALEXANDER BY: MRS. GENEVA ALEXANDER 


Thomas McKinley (Mack) Alexander married Geneva Johnson. 
Their children are: 1. Mary Catherine, 2. Thomas Mc., Jr., 
(Bubba), 3. Harlan Fields, 4. Gail Patrick. 

1. Mary Catherine married Avery Hicks. Their children 
are: Rudy Lane and Calen Annell. 

2. Thomas Mc. married Gladys Estes. Their children are: 
Deborah Louise and Judy Darlene. 

' 3. Harlan married June Goldsmith. Their children are: 
Patti June and Harlan F., Jr. : p 

4. Gail married Melvin Eugene Rape. Their children are: 
Tammy Renee and Christopher Eugene (Chris). 

We lived at Porter from November 1942 to November 1952. 
Mack was deputy sherriff at Porter. He is now Chief of 
Police at Graysville. 


ALEXANDER, BY: JOE SALTER 


William Alexander married Sarah Vines. Their children 
are: 1. Mary who married Martin Golden. 2. Lawson who 
married first Vinie Quinn. After her dewth he married 
Nancy Skelton. 3. Joe married Betty Nichols, (Uncle Matt’s 
and Aunt Missouri’s daughter). 4, John who married Drucilla 
Youngblood. 5. N&poleon who married Parrie Minyard. 6. 
Hezzie who married Sylvania Golden. 7. Lucy who married 
George Brasfield. 8. Julie who married Ed Vines. 


ATTAWAY BY: MRS. HELEN MCDUFFIE 


Jake Attaway married Lillian Mitchell. Their children 
are: 1. Helen, 2. Faye, 3. Jake,. Jr, : ‘ 

1. Helen married Hoytt McDuffie. Their children are 
. James and Freddie. 
2. Faye married CharJes Howard III. 
a, ake, nee marrieay janice, Calvert: 


AYCOCK BY: MRS. PHILLIPS AYCOCK 


Jim Aycock married Lula Gilpin. Their children are: 
ls Jessie; 2. Irene, 3. Phillys, 4. Mildred, 5. Fred. 

1. Jessie married Costin Webster. Their children are: 
(1) James, (2) Wayne, (3) Donald, (4) Nora, (5) David. 

Wayne married Irma, a girl from Germany. They have two 
boys, Bobby and Tommy. 
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Donald married Ruby Freeman. rheteced Tete 
Eddie, (2) Debbie, (3) Susan, (4) A boy. childr pa 
Nora is married and has a little girl. — , 


oe ne 
David married a girl by the name of Sue and has a lit: 






boy. hi Rie ent ot oy? ag 
2. Irene married Emmet Watkins. Their children are: (1) 

Sue, (2) Billy, (3) Gail, (4) Jimmie who died. p pel 
(1) Sue married L.B. Northam. Their children are: (a) - 


die Billy who married Laura Musgrove. They have a boy, 
(2) Gail married Charles Langly. Their child is Belinda. 
3. Phillys married Ruby Watkins. Their children are: 
(1) Elmer, (2) Annie, (3) Doyce, (3) Sula, (5 ell. 
Elmer married Nell Northam. Their children are: (a) 
Wayne, (b) Lisa, {22 Cathy. ; 
PPRAS gb ot ee oer 
_ Doyce married Billy Miller. Their children are: 
Cindy (Cynthia), (2) Paul. Ste} 
Sula married George Tumlin. Their child is Debbie. 
Nell married James Tuggle. They have a daughter, Rhonda. 
4. Mildred married Gilbert Watkins. Their children are: 
(1) Bobby Lou who married Robert Crowley. Their children 
are: (a) Denese, (b) Rickey (dead), (c) Susan, (d) Sammy. 
a (2) Georgia Ann married Tommie Putnam. Patty is their 
aughter. 


BAGLEY 


Eunice Williams married James C. Bagley in 1856. They 
had four children:3William Alfred, (Annie’s father). He 
married Serena Hollis. They had three children: a. James Baai 
h. Lawrence Blaine, and c. Annie + é a 

2. John Willis who married Nancy E. Williams. They had 
five children: a. John C., b. Janie, c. Nannie, d. Ethel (a 
boy and e. Julia. 

Lawrence married Lucretia Burns. They _had no children. 

4. Nancy Jane who married George W. Crocker. They had 
two children: Alice and William L. Back then children were 
often not named until they were several years old. William 
L. was ready to §° to school and they were trying to decide 
on a name. He had gone by the name of Brother. He was asked 
what he would like for a name, and he said he wanted both 
his uncles’ names and that is just what he was named, 
William Lawrence. : 

James married Dora Stewart. There were no children. 

Blaine never married. ‘ 

George Lindsey, (Nancy Jane Crocker’s grandson,) Alice’s 
son lives in the house that James C. Bagley brought his 
bride Eunice Williams to.in 1856. He expects to be buried 
at the family cemetery right by the house. 


BAGWELL BY: MRS. B.V. CREEL 


Jerry M. Bagweil married Nancy Allen Self. Her mother 
was Germimia Hall, daughter of Levy Hall, at County Line. 
He was a soldier in the Civil War. He Was taken prisoner by 
the Union Army. When he was released after the war was over 
he walked from the state of Washington to County Line, 
Alabama, (above Bradford). Their children are... 

1. Jason who married Vera Coleman. Their children are. 
(1) Sarah Ann, (2) Mildred, (3) Nancy. 

Sarah Ann is married but I do not know to whom. 

Mildred married J. Abbott. They have a baby. 

Johnie Levi was killed in Mulga Mines explosion with 34 
other. men in 1937. 
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3. Velma married Bozal Kennedy. Their children are: . 
1) Arbetha (2} Myrtle, (3) Johnie F., (4) Merrie, (5 
Jerome, (6) Dona d, (7) Brenda, (8) Denese, (9) Janice. vei 
are married but Janice, Brenda and Denese. 

. 4. Vivian Audell married Troy Chasteen. Their children 

, are; (1) Barbara who married Walter, Jr. (Buddy) McMickins. 

_ Their children are: (.1) Dawn, (2) Walter Lester, +e James 
Robert who is married, iS a graduate of Howard College and 
is a Baptist Minister. 

a eo. oaths iy ea : 

. Jemimia marrie -H. Masters. i 

Jeeweg Ag hs bh YA eat ran C.H. Ss. They live at Pleasant 

ia Johnie who married a girl named Paula. There are two 
children. : 

7. Clyde is not married and is a musician, ’ 

8. Gail married Walter Bullock. Their children are: (1) 
Balter, Jr, (2): Terry. 4 

9. Doris married Hobart Drake. Their ‘child is: (1) Wanda 
who married Jimmie Handley. They have children. 

QO. Patricia married Fred Faucett, Jr. 

1. Lavon is planning to be married soon. 

fa Mary Jo married Burl Hardin. Danny and Kay are their 
ren. 

3. Ora Mae married B.V. Creel. Their family history will 

found in the Creel family. 


BAILEY BY: MRS. FRED (RUBY PEARL BAILEY) LINN 


_ John Thomas Bailey was born in Ohio and later moved to 
Missouri. He married Lori Alice Barry. Their children are: 
Ruby Pearl, Marie, Tommy, Pauline, Raymond and Ray. 

1. Ruby Pearl married Fred Linn. Their daughter married 
Eddie Slenneigal. 

9. Marie married Jess Coley. Their children are Garland, 
Arland, Jimmie, Ellis, Bobby. : ; 

3. Tommy is married. Their childrén are Bonnie, Beatrice, 
Blanche, Bernice, 

4. Pauline married a man named Lloyd. Their children are 
Vena, Lou, Jimmy, Bernice. j 

5. Raymond is married. I don’t know their names. (Ruby 
has been very sick and that is the reason)B.N.S. 

6. Ray is married. 


BALLARD 


George Ballard married Etta Owens. Their children are: 
1. Verna, 2. Katie, 3. Paul, 4. Dewey, 5. Owen. All five 
deceased. 6. Bessie married-Leonard Burleson. Their child- 
ren are: (1) Quinton, (2) James, (3) Claudine, They are all 
married. Claidine and James wife are dead. | ; : 

1. Quinton married May Bell East. Their children are: 
(a) Charles, (b) Evelyn, (c) Wayne, (d) Edith. 

9. James married Maxine Curr. Their children are: (4) 
Sammy, (>. Carol, (c) Claudine, (d) Bill, (e) Bob. |. 

3,’ Claudine married Shortie Curr. Their child is Doris 
Sue. Claudine was killed and left Doris Sue a youns child. 

. Mintie married Robert Christian. Their children are: 
(1) Elizabeth, (2) Licille, (3) Env is ines.” ’ 

(1) Elizabeth married J.B. Stewart. Their children are: 
(a) Carl, (by) Haston, (c) Ann. 

5. Faust married Erie Cantrell. ; , 

6. Minnie Nena Mae married Albert Martin. Their family 
history found in the Martin family. : ay. 

7. Eva (deceased) married Raymond Edmond. Their children 
are: Sonny and Judy. Eva taught retarded children many 
years. 
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BARBER BY: HARRIS W. BARBER 


_Thomas Griffin Barber married Lilly Alverson. Thei 
children are: 1. Ina Ruth, 2. Harris W., 3. Thomas G.,Jr. 
Lost in World War II in the 8th Air Force in England, His 
heen was brought back from Westminister Abbey and was 
buried at Coal City, Alabama (Harkey’s Chapel). 

4. Ester, 5. Orlena, deceased, buried in Coal City 
Cemetery. : 

Fe. Ina Ruth married J.R. Jenkins. Nancy is their dau- 
ghter. 

2. Harris W. married Charlotte Turner Hogan, Charlotte 
first married Horace Hogan, Their child is Martha Ann who 
was 24 years old when Charlotte married Harris. W. Barber. 
Her father was killed in Mulga Mines Explosion, Later 
Charlotte married Harris W. Barber. Their children are: 
(1) Doris Jean who married Ernest Stocks. They have a girl 
born December 13, 1965. (2) Martha Ann who married James E. 
Reynolds. They have a son, Mark Bradley. (3) Harriet Sue 
who goes to pig Bea ALE fs School and is a Senior. (4) 
Thomas G. goes to Fairfield. 


BARNHILL 


Robert Barnhill married Frances (Fanny) Robinson. Their 
children are 1. James Albert, 2. Emily Paye wean een) co 
Annette. : 

1. James Albert married Wilma Padgett. Their family 
history will be found in the Padgett history. 

2. Joyce Arnette married Jack Hardison. 

3. Emily Faye is secretary for Stokes High School, 
Stokes, N.C. 
By: Mrs. James Barnhill. 


Frances ee Barnhill Rcbinson’s brothers and sisters 
are: 1. Callie James, 2. Tessie, 3. Lilia Everett, 14, 
Lenward. 

James Alberts father’s brothers and sisters are: 1. 
Ruth, 2. Harold, 3. Mavis, 4. Mattie ELE he SATCU Les 
6. Willie Mae Harrell, 7. Wilma Harrell, 8. Charlotte, 
9. Carvin, 10. Fason. 


BARRETT 


Alexander Dewey Barrett married Collette Lyman Day. 
Poesy children are: 1. William Alexander (Alex), 2. Charles 

yman. 

1. Alex was born Nov. 27, 1940 in Olean, New York, 
Cattaragus County and attended Bolivar Central School, New 
York. He graduated in June, 1959. He now attends Birmingham 
Southern College. He has attended the University of Ala- 
Dette RY ig works at University Hospital while attending 
school. 

2. Charles Lyman, born Nov. 23, 1942 graduated from high 
school in June, 1961. He served four (4) years in the Army. 
He is married and has two (2) :boys, is’ wifes (name Ts 
Sherry. They live in New York. 

Their father and mother are dead. 


te 
Pai et ; re 


BASS 


David Reginald Bass marri nni i j 
children are: : ried Jeannie Eslette Miles. Their 
7 arolyn who married Williz. 

one daughter, Pamela eae i«m Eugene Powell. They have 

2. Bobby Ray who married Patricia Ann Barnett. Carolyn 
and Bobby Ray had a double wedding which was very beantifal 
in Williamsburg Baptist Church. Bobby and Patricia have two 
children Philip Ray and Marie. 

_3. Betty Jean married Alvin Lee Martin, Jr. They have one 
child, James Dean. 

Larry Wayne goes to West Jefferson High School. 


BEARDEN 


_John Allen Bearden and Ruby Virginia Campbell were 
-united in marriage at Aldrich, Alabama, Dec, 4th, 1879. 
John was born April 15th, 1859, in Perry County. Ruby was 
born Sept. 25th, 1864 in Dallas County. Their children are: 
Herbert A. born Oct. 8th, 1880. 
Pink Rupert born March 30th, 1882. 
Pearl Opal born June 12th,” 1883. 
Diamond Alice Fenley Ophelia born Jan. ist, 1891. 
Conway Attrus born January 13th, 1892. 
Nina Annette May Elizabeth born Nov. 30th, i892. 
Orina born April 14th, 1895. 
Ira born Dec. 31st, 1895 
Dulcia Lora born May 15th, 1897. 
Jasper Norbert Trian Howell born Apr 
Crystal Arlie Veltrina born Aug. 9th 
Erna Sophona Ina Lone born Dec. 17th 
John Allen, Jr. born Aug. 2nd, 1915 
married Kathyn Barnes. 
Venay Wilson born March 7th, 1919. 
married Estelle Blake, Nov. 24th 
Twins Venora and Veronia born July 1 
Venora married James Green. 
Veronia married Sidney. Ryan. 
BY: IRA L. JONES : 
This is my Mother’s family and my grandfather’s children. 


tpt 
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BELCHER BY: MRS. LERA BELCHER 


John Malone Belcher married Roxie Ann Viola James born 
in Mt. Olive but later moved to Bibb County. Their children 
eresets Jesaee 26081 11,. 3...Tom, .4.. Bvie, 5. Troy, 6. Effie, 
7. Royce, 8. Jewel, 9. Fred, ; ; 

1. Jess married Minnie New. Their children are: (a) 
Berlie, (b) Ciorena, (c) Leola, (d) Rissel Mae, (e) Lois, 
(f) Jessie. ; i 

2. Will married first Martha Brown. Alfred is their son. 
Will married second Sallie Mae Pate. Their children are; 
(a) Orval, (b) Lofaree, (c) Frances, (d) Luther was killed 
playing cowboy and Indians. Another boy shot him in the 
forehead between the eyes, (é€) reg | Erwin, (f) Buddy.. 
Will married third Amn Murry. They have a boy, Bobby. 

3. Tom married Ethel Colburn. Their children are: (a) 
Rawl «(bi Dorothy, (c) J.W., (d) Howard, (e) Bonita. 

4. Evie married first Dock Colson. They have a boy, 
Sterling. Second she married Ed Edmonds. Thev have no 
children of their own but are raising a grandson, Sterling’s 
boy, Doyle. : 

5. Troy married Emma Wood. Their children are: (a) 
Minnie Jewel, (b) Leonard, (c) Louise, (d) Bennie, (e) Roy 
Lee, (f) David, (g) Myra, (h) Mary. 
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7. Royce married Mary McKinsey (a) Their first child 
died as an infant, his name was Edward b 
8. Jewel married Lera Allman. Their ehiineedn 


time, James Bedore. 
Se Saudra. Faye married Donald Ray Henderson. Donald 
Ray; Jr. is their) box, ; 
- Fred married Lorene Kimbell. Their chi/fldren are: 
(a) Avonell, (b) Tim, (c) Barbara Jean. : 


BLACK BY: HOBART BLACK 


Benjamin F. Black and his wife Adeline Evans Black were 
among the older settlers in the Williamsburg community. He 
wes a farmer and a man who tcok great pr'de in his work. He 
raised some of the finest vegetables of any,one, and sold 
them in the nearby Mining Communities. They raised a family 
of six children, five girls, Emma, Sarah, Elizabeth Ann,: 
Carrie Lee, and Elmina and one son, James Willis. ‘Their 
children attended school at Williamsburg which at that time 
was the first floor of a Masonic Building, used for school 
SERene the week and for church on Sunday which they also 
attended. ; 

_ Emma _ married Dr. J.B. Vines. Sarth married Prof. Cope 
Vines. Elizabeth Ann married Jesse Cheek. They raised large 
families who have made useful citizens in different voca- 
tions. Carrie Lee married M.C. Nichols and Elmina married 
Jake Hood, both died young leaving no family. James Willis 
married Emma Minyard, she died and left him with five small 
children; three giris, Lillian, Addie and Amy. Two boys, 
Buford and myself, Benjamin Hobart. 

My father lived on here near his father and mother, so 
we grew up here near my grandfather and grandmother. It is 
the only place that has ever seemed like home to me. After 
wandering around and working at several places I came back - 
here. I married Lucy Sexton and bought the old home place 
from the other heirs, built a home and we still go to the 
Williamsburg Church. a4. 

Williamsburg and Porter combined was once a thrivin 
community. There were some wonderful people lived here an 
raised some fine families. Most all of the older ones have 
passed on and some that are not so old. The oldest one 
still living is Mrs. John Collier, Jr. (Mama Collier)§ we | 
call her. She and Mr. Collier raised a large tamily of fine 
children. Another large bagaly that made good useful. citi- 
zens is the Uncle Rob. Nichols family and Uncle Moss 
Nichols family. Of course, there are many others, P 

I used to ent oy listening to my father tell about things 
that happened while he was growing up especially his school 
days. He had a great sense of humor. One teacher that he 
greatly admired was Prof. B.F. Johnson. He said he was a 
wonderful teacher and wrote a beautiful hand he said he 
tried to write, just like him. He must have done a good job ™ 
because they would get their writing mixed up sometimes. 

B.F. and Adeline Black and all their children have 
passed on, but they still live on in the lives of their 
grand, great-grand and great-great grandchildren of which 
there are many. 316 





BLACK BY: AMY BLACK SHORT 


= Suford, 2. Lillian, 3. Hobart, 4. 
mer, Buford in, 3. Hobart, 4. Addie, 5. Amy.. 





J 
(2) William is not married. 
(3) Flora Mae married Thurman Thomas. Their children are 


Jimmie, deceased and Kay. 
(4) David married a girl named Thelma. 
y (5) Clarence married Joyce Martin. Their little girl is 
az Mopatt married L Sext N hild 
rrie uc exton. No chi . 
_ 4. Addie, deceased. , ra 


5. Amy married first Virgie Beck. They had a son, Thomas 
Glenn who married Rose Evelyn Slater. (Her daddy, Forrest 
Slater was a Methodist Minister.) Their children are Karen 
Rose and Kathryn Glenn (Kathy). Amy married after Virgie 
Beck’s death, Sidney Short. There are no children. 


BLACKSTON 


BY: MRS. WILL (LYNDA BLACK) HICKS 


As told to me by: Mrs. Will hag] Blackston, Mrs. Belt 
(Verna) Blackston, and Miss Kulalie Blackston. 


Ben Blackston and his wife and children came to Porter 
from Short Creek in 1911. He was a timber cutter for many 
years. Nine children lived to adulthood. Five girls and 
four boys. Lonie Mae, Lynda, Wilburn, Curtis, Kulaiie, 
Letha, Velton, Verna and Euel Manuel. 

Lonie Mae married Obie Cooper. They had two boys and two 
girls. Mildred Mae, Elmira, Louis Clyde and George Gurley. 

Mildred Mae married Matthew Nichols. They have (8) 
children, six boys and two girls. William Matthew, James 
Arnett, Glen Hugh, Terry, Lee Odis, Judy Mae, Mildred Ann, 
Jerry Wayne. , 

William Matthew married Wanda Sims. They have one 
child dead and a boy, Joeie. 
James Arnett married Jackie Gordon. They have one 


eae 
., Glen Hugh married Shirley Lee. They have a girl and 
oy. ee 

wa Terry married a girl named Kaye. They have one 
child. 


Louis Clyde Cooper married Evelyn Higgins. They have 
a boy, Larry who married a girl named Betty. They have a 
boy, Keith. 
eoetee aS Sear: single. eine tha : ie Ay oe ee | 
eorge Gurle ooper marrie na Caro ufford. eir 
children are Ronde’ Dean. Barbara .Caro an Richard 
ane. 
Lynda married Will Hicks. Their children are William 
Grady, Narvie, Amy, Roy Erskine, Acie, and Floyd. : 
William Grady married Beatrice Bunn. Their children 
are: Nancy, David, Bruce and Larrie. | 
Narvie Edward married first Loucile Allowys. They have 
one girl, Shirley. He married Ethel Click the second time. 
They have a girl, Ann and a boy, Lee Edward. Shirley is 
married and has two boys. 
Amy is single. : : 
Roy married Dorothy Lorance. Their children are: 1. 
Martha Jean, who married first Cecil Northcutt who was 
drowned in the Warrior River. They have one boy, Jammie. 
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’ and Susan. 









Martha Jean later married Ch ; 
Anthony. ed Charlie Sanders. They have a bo 


2. Bonnie is married to : 
Cherri Lynn. Henry Joe Cash. 3. Brenda, 4 


Acie married Dorothy Bunn. Their children are Ronal 
(Ronnie, Dewey, and Dannie). 
_ Curtis Blackston married Bertha Mae Hicks. They hav 
cee agree or hari a byt a Margie cake 3. Dorot 
2 urtis Ann, 7 err ayne, F u 
Lottie Mae, and 8. Lynda fayede ‘! 9+) Clete 
Melba married Hollis Piper. They have two girls, Mar 


2. Margie married Jessie L. Metcalf. Their children ar 
Lee, Wayne, Steven and Anita. 
3. Dorothy married first David Fox. They have two girls 
Elaine and Darrin. Her second marriage is to Jack Bradley. 
+. Curtis Ann married Harold Warren. They have three 
boys and two girls, ae Beverly Ann, (b) Marsha Lee, (c) 
Jimmie, (d) Johnie an (e\. Timothy. 
5. Jerry Wayne married Pat Chance. Their boy is Terry. 
6. Judy laine married Donald Harrell. Their girl is” 
onna. 
Lottie and Lynda are single. 
Letha Blackston (deceased) married Richard Hicks. Their 
children are James Calvin who married Jannie Odum, Derl 
Edward, Virginia, William, and Franklin Wayne. 
William Hicks married Anita Wilson. Their children are 
David and Brenda. 
Derl Edward Hicks married a girl named Edna. Their 
children are Jannie, Connie, Derl Edward, Jr., and Glenn. 
Virginia Hicks married R.C. Bush. Their children are 
Mike, William, Shelia and Larrie Renee. 
fata ate Wayne married a girl named Gayle. Their boy 
re DOU: 
George Velton married Emma Glaze. They have one boy, 
Bennie. 
Verna Elmer Blackston married Belton Blackston. Their 
children are Dewey Belton, Jr. and Emily. : 3 
Euel Manuel married Vallie Bell Townsend. Treir children 
are Minnie Elizabeth, Sharon and Ellen Gwen. ' 
Minnie Elizabeth.married William Clyde Evans. Their 
daughter is Candi Renee, 





Pete Blackston. married Vera Cash. Their family history 
is in the Cash family. } ; } 

Pete’s sisters 1. Cricket married George Birchfield. 
2. Lottie. married Roy Vines. 3. Alice married a Mr. Clemons 
4. Lassie married a Mr. Glaze first, second Mr. Vines. 


BONER 


George Boner of German descent married Amanda Russell. 
Their children are: 1. Henry (deceased), 2. Mary, <2) Us 
(deceased), 4. Adam, 5. Raymond, 6. Maggie (deceased), 
Grace, 8. Earnest (deceased). ‘ ; 

2. Mary married J.O. Henry. Their children are: (1) 


AQ 


Effie, (2) Roy, (3) Earl,(4) Paul, (5) Virginia, (6) Mary. 

(1) bftie ya etka Herbert Lay (deceased). Their children 
are: (a) Jimmy, (b’ Eva, (c) Margaret, (d) Betty, (e) 
Sudie, ft) Mary. : 

(2) Roy married Maudie Morgan. I : 

(3) Earl married Virgie Brakefield. Their children are 
hey =e hehe 4 

au eceased). *; : 
(4) Vinetnte saaotia Jesse Sexton. Their children are: 


(a) Jessie Wayne, (b) Barbara. | . S04) 
3. G.C. married Margaret Nichols. Their history is in 
the Nichols family. 


2 


4. Raymond is married and has a daughter 
Married Herb Haynes. They have a Daiieritimnien who 


BOOKOUT 


Walter Bookout married Matvie Pridmore. Their children 
are: 1. Calvin who married Myrtie Ried. They have three 
children, (a) Henry, (b) Helen, and (c) Juanita. 

2. Vernell who first married Lenora Traywick. They have 
a daughter, Nell. Married second Margie Thompson. They have 
three children (a) Doris Jean, (b) Gail, and (c) Wyman. 

3. Ruby married Ray Cooper. Their children are (a) Pat 
(b) Ruby Nell, (c} Virgil, (d) Robert, (e} Owen. " 

4. Lucille married Clay Laird. Their children are: (a) 
Leon, (b) Dorothy, (c) Bobby Nell. Later Lucille married 
Paul Butts. ; 

5. Earnest married Ruth Stewart. Their children are: 
(a) Tony, (b) Ann, (c) Jerry, (d) Glen. 

6. Mildred married James Weems. Their child is Peggy. 

. Tom married Fay Morgan. Their family history is in 
the Morgan family. 


BRADLEY 


Walt W. Bradley married Bema Crews. Their children 
are: 1. wncie Morton, he lived in Effingham, Illinois. 
Encie Morton married Martha Graham Tiller. Their children 
are: (1) Brenda Lois who married William’ George Weir, (2) 
Karer Ruth married Walter Jerry Hattaway (3} Marsha Graene. 


BRASFIELD 


W.L. Brasfield married Minnie Lou Payne. There were 
thirteen children of which eight lived: Estes, Essie, 
Earnest, Elbert, Elana, W.L., Jr... Minnie Lee, and Dorothy. 
Estes died this year in February (64). He married Blanch 
Crim, she is dead. Later Estes married Lula Waggoner. 

Essie married Guy Johnston. They have three children. 
Marie wWho marriec Presley Pickett. They have two ge 
Jerry wnd Ronnie. Betty who married Lou Flournoy. They 
have three children: Connie, Tom and Pat. Jerry who married 
Janice Winfrey. , 

Earnest married Viola Hogan, who died. Their children 
are: Betty and Billy Jean. Earnest later married Minnie 
Thomas. They have two children, Earnestine and Janice. 

Elbert died in 1959. He was never married. 

Elna married Noah Quinn, he died. They have three chil- 
dren. Geraldine is married. George Lee married Gloria 
Zarco. They have three children, Debby, Corla, and Donna. 
Ben Edward married Lillie Kolar. They have one son, Kelly 
Patrick. He has a daughter. 

W.L., Jr. died ir 1941. He was on the U.S.S8S. Houston 
which was bombed on the way to China. He was declared dead 
in 1945. : ; 

Minnie Lee married Ben Eddings, Jr. They have six chil- 
dren. Pamelia who married John Collier. They have one son, 
Ronald. Priscilla, Ben III, Margie Joe, Rebecca and Leo. 
Priscilla finished school at West Jefferson. So did her 
mother, Minnie Lee. Ben III goes to West Jefferson High. 
Margie goes to Minor High and the others, Becky and Leo gc 
to Graysville. a 
Dorothy married Dick White. They have three children, 
Mary Ann, Larry and Linda. 
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EDDINGS 


Ben, Sr. married Liola Andrews. They had three children: 
Mary Lee who married James Mullen. they had three children: 
Jimmie wha teaches in Virginia. Jackie who taught in Hunts- 
eee ee et eee Harr Fo eee at. Minor. He is 

marrie Fs ig oy | 3 j % 
eae nid cia ahat e Tuc Their children are: 


BRAWLEY BY: MRS. FRANCIS BRAWLEY 


Francis Brawley married Jeanie Mullin. Their children 
are: 1, George, 2. Neil, 3. John, 4. Edward, 5. Margaret, 
6. Lucille, 7. ‘Annie Mae, 8. Kathleen, 9. Mary, 10. Francis 


Jr. 
1. George married Mary Alice Turner. Their children are: 
(1) Sidney Ann, (2) Jean, (3) George, (4) JHCKs 
2... No?1 merried Frances Courson. Their children are: 
ee. eA RASRES (2) Doris June, (3: Peggy Neil, (4) Genie 
nk. 
3. John, not married 
4. Edward not married. 
5. Margaret married John Smith. Their children are: (1) 
Margaret Jean and (2) Kathleen. | 
6. Lucille married Johnie Neason. Their children are: 
(1) Johnie, (2) Lucille, (3) Ann. 
i 7. Annie Mae married Freddie Smith. Their child is Betty 
nn 
8. Kathleen married Percy Goolsby. Their children are: 
(1) Walter, (2) Sylvia, (3) Kay, (4) Margaret Ann. 
. Mary married Frank Stundinka. Their children are: 
(1) Ann, (2) Marie, (3) Frankie. 
10. Prancis, Jr. married Louise Salter. Their children 
ba (1) Peggy Louise, (2) Jerry Francis, III, (3) William 
ward. 
Living here now, Mr. and Mrs. Francis Brawley, William 
and Peggy. 


BRASSEALE BY: JERRY BRASSEALE 


Warren H. Brasseale married Mary Miranda. Their children 
are: 1. Rose Mary, 2. Larry, 3. Jerry, 4. Terry. . 

1. Rose Mary attends Pleasant Grove School in the 8th 
Grade. 

2. Larry is in the 9th Grade at Pleasant Grove. 

3. Jerry is in the 12th Grade at Hueytown High School. 

4. .Terry is in the 6th. Grade at Pleasant Grove. 

Grandparents on my Mother’s side. Charles and Mary 
Miranda lived until their deaths in Fairfield and Ensley. 

K.K., my grandfather and grandmother Brasseale lived 
until their deaths in Oneonta, Alabama. 


BRYANT BY: TOMMIE BRYANT 


Smith (T.S.) Bryant married Kansas Reaves. Tom Reaves 
was her brother. Their children are: l. Novella, 2. Tommie, 
3, Maudie, 4. Willie, 5. Grady, 6. Hubert. | 

1. Novella married Bennie Gothard. No children. 

>. Tommie married Reava Quinn. Their children are: (1) 
Dottie Lee who married Howard Hobson. Their children are: 
Patricia Ann and Tommie. 7 ’ ahs 

(2) Johnie Ray married Mary Sue Hedrick. Their children 
are: (a) Sue Ellen, (b) Johnie Bryant. (9) Mayranely. . 

(3) Jeanette who married Eugene Smith. They have chil- 
dren but I cannot recall their names. |. : : 

(4) Rebecca Fay married Talton White. Their children 
are: (a) Deborah, (b) ae Ty (c) Richard. 
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$3} ites Gay ore meistan Hall. 

awrence marrie enette Stewart. Their i re: 
anrence, Jr. Be Eu ene. as heir children are: 
- Maudie marrie ernon Godfrey. Their children are: 
nd) Avalee, (2) Nancy, (3) Louise, (4) James, (5) Lois. 


(6) Peggy. 

Bill Willie married Verla Dickey. Their children are: (1) 
. ; ouglas, ogers, i : ; 
(6) Ruth, (7) Baza. g (4) Richard, (5) Terry 





5. Grady married Zola Bartley. Their children are: Sarah 
and Donald. 

6. Hubert married Lonnie Pickle from Mississippi. Their 
children are (1) Murry. (2) Gary, (3) Linda, (4) Doris Jane. 


BUNN BY: MRS. DOROTHY BUNN HICKS 


James H. Bunn, age 21 married Anna Mae Allen, age 21, 
November 27, 1921. They had five children: 1. Harry C. 
B -1, born Oct. 6, 1922. He married Veola Hicks, March 20, 
1944. They have two children: Pamela born February 7, 1958, 
and Randy born May 6, 1959. i 

2. Beatrice born August 4, 1928. She married Grady Hicks 
November 9, 1946. They have four children: (1) Nancy born 
October 17, 1952,-(2) David born June 16, 1954, (3) Bruce 
born November 29. 1959, (4) Lori born January 11, 1961... 

3. Dorothy born. February 6, 1932. I married Acie Hicks 
June 14, 1947. We have three boys: (1) Ronald E. born 
August 19, 1948, (2) Dewey L. born September 16, 1949, (3) 
James D. born April 13, 1953. ; } 

4. Ollie born February 24, 1925. Married Glenn Gilbert 
January 27, 1952. They have two children: Elisa born April 
2, 1960 and Darlene born June 9, 1963. 


BUSBY BY: MRS. WILSON BUSBY 


George Busby, Sr. married Evelyn Benefield. Their chil- 
dren are: 1. Mable, 2. Lula, 3. Louise, 4. Willie, 5. 
Margaret, 6. Mildred, 7. George, 8. Wilson, 9. Stephen. 

1. Mable married Sam Jacks. Their children are: (1) 
BCON se a2) RUDY, (3). Orven. 


(1) Leon married Zettie Mae McGuire. Their children 
are: (a) Carrol, (b) Sammy, (c) Randy. ' 
4 (2) Ruby married Jim Marlow. Malessia is their daugh- 
er 
(3) Orven married Arnold Clayton. Christopher and Neia 
are their children. i 
2. Lula married Charles Howard. Their children are: (1) 


Margaret Elizabeth (2) Mary Evelyn, (3) Charles George, 
(1) Margaret married Robert Ellis. They have two 


3. Louise married Jack 0. Barr. Their children are: (1) 
Betty Lew, (2) Annie Lee, (3) 2 dead. ‘ 

Betty Lew and Annie Lee are married and have.children. 

4. Willie married Thomas Wilkinson. Their children are: 
(1) James George (Sonny), (2) Johnie Wayne, (3) Peggy Jean. 

(1) Sonny married Bebe Shiflett. Their children are: 
(a) Derrel, (b) Debbie (dead). 
(2) Johnie Wayne is married. 

5. Mildred married Johnie Pierson. Their children are: 
(1) Lynda, (2) Shella. 

(1) Lynda married Wayne Bowen. They have several 
children. 

6. George married Annie Pearl Bazzell. Their children 
are: (1) Cecil, (2) Troylee who married G. Negron. They 
several children. (3) Margie, (4) one dead. 

(1) Cecil married Geraldine Long. Their children are: 
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(a) Stanley, (b) Vickie. * 
(3) Margie married James Hollis. eae | children are 
(a) steer? (b) Myra, (c) Sandra, (d) Lance 
Wilson married Maggie Murry. Their family history 
i be found in the Murry family. 
fs ie Stephen married Ruby Yarbrough. They have severa 
children. 





BUSBY BY: JAMES BUSBY 


William Gilbert Busby married Vera Fikes. Their children 
are: 1. James, 2. Mildred, 3 Willie Mae, 4. Margaret, 5a 
Warren (W.G.), 6. Herman and Vernon, twins. ; 

1. James married Kathleen Parker. Their children are: 
(1) Susan who is a peneer at Minor High School (2) Kay who 
goes to Adamsville Sch. 
goes to Adamsville School. 

Mildred married Bill Tulli é 

Willie Mae married Wed Parked: Their children are: 

(1) Tommie and (2) Ronnie. 

Margaret married Walter Long. Their children are; 
Vy)" "Larry, 2 nda, atricia. 

oy WG. ‘married Mae Alexander. Their children are: 
1 Mar n an a arlene. 

i) Wernher aarrted Dorothy Wilson. Their children are: 
wi Bobby, (2) Kenneth, (3) and another. 

7. Vernon married a girl by the name of Lane. Their 
children are Jan and two others. 


wh 
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BUZBEE BY: MRS. JAMES (VIRGIE) BUZBEE 


William at nore married Mary Etta Lay. Their chil- 
eren are<s 4. - Kathleen, 3. Mavis, 4. Gladys, 5. 
Orlin, 6. Billy, Ruth sii snag 7. Betty Jean, 8. Clothell. 

__1. Ervil married Chester Banks. Their children are: (1) 
Billy Joe, (2) Doris Olene. 

2. Kathleen married a Baptist Minister, J.R. pia 
Their children. are: (C1). HilliasJo; wei ore (3) Ramona 

3. Mavis married Marvin W. Barton. Their chil ren are: 
(1) Dalford, (2) Judy, (3) Brenda, died with meningitis at 
the age of months, (4) Sue, (5) ‘Ronnie and Rodney, twins, 
(7) William Randall. 

; (8) James married Virgie Dell Selman. Their family 
history will be found in the Selman family 
Gladys married Ollis Erron. Faye is their daughter. 

5. Orlin married Imogene Freeman. Charlotte is their 

daughter. 

6. Billy Ruth married William (Bill) Turner. No children 

7. Betty Jean married Walter Lockard. Teresa and Tommie 

are their children 

8. Clothell married Leon Williams. Their children are: 
(1) William Timothy (Tim) and (2) Debbie Joyce (Debbie). 


CARMICHAEL BY: JOE SALTER 


Joseph Vines married Louise Goodwin. One of their daugh- 
ters, Alice married Steve Carmichael. Their children are: 
1. Edna,. 2.. Ed, 3. Ray, 4 Ruth pe52 \MaryeeG. (Maep ne sevecks 
8. Elizabeth. 


CARTEE BY: MRS. OTTO CARTEE 


Gils aay married,..Ola Turman. Their children, erepeu. 
Raymond, 2. Jack, 3. Otto, 4. Edna. 5.,Christine, 6." Fred. 
1; Raymond married Margaret Blaydol. 
2. Jack married Ozelene Shelby. Their children are: GL) 
Michael, (2) Jonathen. : . p . 
to married Mary wih £1 T Their tamily HUstroryeace 
found in the Morgan history 


3.22 
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J . Edna married Bill Isbell. Their child : 

‘cnris, a Nanette, (3) Yon Glenn. F Zink gilli ft 

. 5. Christine married Claude Bonner. Pastor at Union 

ated Church near Graysville, Alabama. Their children are: 
1) Danny, (2) ste hen, (3), Gay. (4) David. 

‘ rrie immie Ingram. eir i 2 

Bobby, (2) Diane, (3) Carol, 24) Jo. r eda Ree? 


CASH BY: MRS. PETE BLACKSTON 


William Cash married Lelia Kilgore. Their children are: 
1. Eria, 2. Olus, 3. Vera, and Beda, twins, 5. Eskel. 

1. Eria married Lacy Lockhard. Their children are: (1) 
Thomas, (2) Vivian, (3) Shirley, (4) Corky, (5) Judy. 

(1) Thomas married Betty Roberts. Their children are: 
(a) Thomas, (b) Darlene, (c) and another. 

2) Vivian married Herman Hollis. 

3 Rniraty married a boy by the name of Bill. 

4) Corky is married, 
cathy Olus married Lois Carradine. They have a daughter, 

3. Vera married Pete Blackston. Their children are: (1) 

Dennis, (2) Zelma, (3) peggy. (4) Pete, Jra, (5) Dolores. 

(1) Dennis married Mildred Lee. 

2) Zelma married John Jett. Their children are: (a) 

John D, III. (b) Zelma (Sissy)., (c) Samuel Peter (Sammy), 
(d) Kenneth. 

(3) Peggy married Earl Hopson. Their children are: (a) 
Laura, 428 am. 

(4) Pete, Jr. is not married. 

- (5) Dolores married Arthur Lee Ham. Their children are 
(a) Arthur Lee, Jr., (b) Michael (Mike), (c) Jo-Jo (Joseph 
Lynn), (d) Dennis, (e) Randell (Randy). 

4.’ Beda married Herman Cordell. Their children are: 
i? Faye who married a Mr. Hollie. ner have a boy. (2) 
W.H. who married Sue Ganus Hollis. They have several chil- 
dren. af | Sue not married, (4) Bodie is married, (5) Lynda 
marrie ester McGuire,-(6) Herbert not married. 

5. Eskel married Opal Snell Waits. 


CAWTHORNE AS TOLD BY: MRS. ED (IRMA) HAWKINS 


Irma Hawkins father was James Harvey Cawthorne and her 
Mother was Sarah Elizabeth Heffner. They had eight children 
1. Pearl Richards, 2. John died when he was fourteen years 
old, 3. James Alden, 4. Irene Wood, 5. Irma Lee Hawkins, 6. 
Charles Edward, 7. Murry Simms, 8. Margeurite. 4 

1. Pearl married Earl H. Richards. They have no children. 

9. James Alden married a girl named Thelma. They have 
one son, James Denver. James later married a girl named 

Jane. They have two children James and Patricia. ; 
d 3. Irene married Dr. Norman I. Wood. They have no chil- 
ren. 

4. Irma married Ed Hawkins. They have no children. 

5. Charles Raymond married Minnie Louise Reece whose 
father was a great friend of my father’s. : 

6. Murry is not, married. urry served in the hospital 
corps in India during World War ll. 

7. Margeurite is single. : 

Irma’s father and Mother were from Tennessee. Both their 
fathers fought in the Civil War on the side of ‘the Confed- 
eracy. They both went to war but never came back. 

Irma’s father had a terrible accident at the 1.C. 1. 
plant in 1901. He was a mill wright. They were Pi toLoigs & 
white hot door. The door slipped and pulled him through a 
hole and he fell on the door. Due to the accident he lost 
his left arm. He lay in _the old Cuna) i622 Hospital for a 
solid year. He had to learn to walk like a child. They 
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tried to save his arm. Allen his son. ave 110 p: ty 
skin which was grafted from the elbow to the Ct eae, 


‘‘erysipelas’’ developed and they were forced to amputate 
the arm. 


+ 


CLARK BY: HAROLD CLARK 


James Kirkpatrick married Elizabeth McAdoo. Their chil- 
dren are: 1. John,, 2.. Bud, .3. Will, 4., Sam, 5. .J¢an 96. 
Margaret, 7. Annie, 8. Elizabeth,, 9. Emma (Harold’s Mother. 

arion Young Clark married Daisy Jefferson. Their chil- 
dren are: 1. Lund, 2. Arnold, 3. Burne, (Harolds daddy), 
4. Baxteriy oi deaf 6.) /GUY, 7. Hartselle. 

Arnold Buren Clark married Emma re ted iehapic iy ba 1. Lurid 
Clark who married Marion Bussy. Their children are:1, Otis, 
2. Mildred, 3. Dawson, 4. Marion, 5. Terry, 6. Tommie Lee, 
7. Gwendolyn, 8. Sue, 9. Naomi. 

2. Arnold Clark who married Emma Kirkpatrick. Their 
eter are: (1) James Harold, (2) Peggy Jean, (3) Edward, 
ydney. ; 

C4 vane Harold married Elizabeth Boner. 

(2) Peggy Sue married Ben Wright. Their children are 
Judy and Deborah. ; 

(3) Edward married Mary Carnes. They have a boy, Bud. 
(4) Sydney married Robert Abney. They have a boy, Sam. 

3. Baxter married Alma Clark. 

‘4. Brady married Alice Stoveall. Their children are Mary 
and Gloria. 

Guy is married. 

. Hartselle married Clyde HAE Their children are: 
(1) Clyde Jr, (2) Kenneth and (3) Nela 


ch 
(4 
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CLEVELAND BY: W.E.. CLEVELAND 


Benjamin Levis Cleveland married Lula Gertrude Wallace. 
Their children are: 1. R.O., 2. Benjamin Aubrey, 3. Ophia 
aaceas (burned to death in Alexander City, Ala., 1954), 4. 


, 5. Lula Mae, 6. John Albert. 
’ R.O. married Lillian McDaniel. Their children are: 
(1) Charles, (2) Carol, (3) Rickey. ; j } 
(1) Charles married a girl named Margie. Their child 
is Butch. They live in Montgomery, Alabama. , 
(2)" Carol 'narried) Gow: Carboni. Their children are 


Wayne and a young baby. , 

2. Benjamin is married. There are no children. 

4. W.E. married Winnie Few. Mike is their boy who is in 
the llth grade at Jones Valley High School. , 

5. Lula Mae married Raymond West. Joyce is their daugh- 
ter who is married and has a baby girl. Houston, Texas 18S 
their home. k ‘ 

6. John Albert, Jr. married Emily Coleman. Their chil- 
dren are John Albert, Jr. and Mary Emily. ‘ . : 

Our father died when we were young, being gassed in 
World War I. Our maternal grandmother, Caledonia Wallace, 
lived to be 92. : 


CLICK BY: GRACE CLICK COOLEY 


Grandmother on my Mother’s side and my grandfather came 
from England. He was Charley Eaton and my grandmother was 
Amanda Hollingsworth. Their children are: Y 

1. Agnes who married T.B. Robinson. Their children are: 
(1) Charley,’ (2)' Lillie, «(3y vera, 4} Farl, (5) Pearl, (6) 
Irene, (7) John and (8) Floyd. : ; 

9.’ Annie Mae who married Charley Yarbrough. Their chil- 
dren are: (1) Will who married Usa Bell Goolsby. Their 
children are Johnie and Samuel. (2) Annie Mae who married 
Earnest Hayes. Their children are Bertie Mae and Charley 
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who married and has these children: ; 
ra Verdie Macs Ei i n: (a) Alex, (b) Nell, and 
et married Joe ick. Their children are Sybil 
Ty DR eee eee od lt tat h al BR Sti ae doexiee peur 
é pe ren are: i aE eG 
Melba and Douglas. ee auline, arold, Billy Clyde, 
-) Maude married Charley Click. Their childre ‘ 
c? élite. FI Grace, (c) achat hg 4 td), Joe, ~ (4) Paul, (f) 
Pe ay ELIT T wention ares Ais, ober moa? Bist? 
arrie aze OFFris: j : 
Maude, Earl, Louise, and Cliff, Jr. rh PP aeet Tt de 
Grace married Press Cooley. Their children are: 


Lester, Ellen Mae, J.T., Charles Henry, Margie, Maud. 


c) Charley married Vera Collier. Their children are: 
dtd ey? Hurdelene, (Deceased), Mary Ruth, Ruby 
, Roy. 
Edward married Edna Smith. Their children are: 
Charles, Jean, Barbara, Johnie, Jud 
Margaret married Fred Smit 
Da -i, Jane, Ronnie and Donnie, twins. 
Mary Ruth married Edsel Hardisty. Their children are 
Wayne and Jan. 
Ruby Nell married Marvin Williams. They have two 


¥e 
h. Their children are: 


girls. 
Roy is married and has three children, 

4. Joe married Ruth Garrison. Their’children are: (1) 
Jack, (2) Thelma, (3) Joe, (4) Janelle, 

5. Paul married Cecila Bogue. Their children are: (1) 
Pauline, (2) Harold, (3) Billy Clyde,(4) Melba, (5) Douglas. 

6. Ada married Willie Godfrey. Faye is their daughter. 

7. Johnie married Elizabeth Garrison. Their children 
are: (1) Wayne, (2) Mervin, (3) Ronda. 

8. Robert married Sylvania Woodward. Their children are: 


65} Foard gc (2) Clarence, (3) Joan, (4) Doris, ((5) Roger, 
eggy. 

Bi CTiiaan married Irene Goolsby. Their children are: 

(1) Jo Ann, (2) Cecil, (3) Kathlene (Kitty), (4) Lynda, 

(5) Billy,. (6) Susie. 


CLICK CONTRIBUTED BY: MRS. LUCY NICHOLS BEALE 
GREAT- GREAT- GRANDFATHER 


The exact date of when John Click came to Jefferson 
County is not known by the family. The record shows that he 
homesteaded a haLgs tract of land which is now called 
Midfield; near Pow et Ee between the years 1815 and 1820. 
He fought in the Revolutionary War and is buried in the 
family cemetery, on the old plantation, at Midfield. His 
name is on a large boulder or stone in Woodrow Wilson Park 
by the Court House, with the names of the others who fought 
in the Revolutionary War. His son’s name was Moss, our 
great- grandfather. e and Moss were rosperous farmers, 
with slave labor. Moss had six daughters, his daughter, 
Sally married Mose Fields, the son of the first white 
chiid born in Jefferson County. Margaret married Tom Alfers 
who was Tax Collector for Jefferson County. His oldest 
daughter, Elizabeth married Thomas Nichols, they moved from 
Midfield to a farm on the Little Warrior River several 
years before the Civil War. They had.a large family, Grand- 
ma (Elizabeth) taught some of the bovs to do housework. 
while others worked on the farm. In those days they had 
to spin tnread and weave ail tne ciotn ror clotning. UWrand- 
mother managed well, was systematic, wove two yards every 
day, spent the rest of the day sewing and mending. She gave 
the boys a number of hanks of thread to spin each day, that 
is, she alloted them a certain amount no matter what time 
they finished, they could have the vest of the day off. 
They had to finish the task she had given them to do. My 
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daddy said Uncle Alfred always tried to keep ahead, just 
as he tried to get ahead financially in Laterssaateantne ae 
wild game and fish were abundant in those days. Grandfather 
could go out and kill a deo~ crvtime. They had hardships 
during the Civil War and Reconstruction days. Aunt Eliza 
told about the Northern soldiers going to their house on 
horseback; they went to the corn crib, carried all their 
corn out, what the horses didn’t eat, they wasted. They had 
no stores to go to, to buy more; Grandfather went to Mr. 
Cal Williams, thinking he could, probably get corn. Mr. 
Williams said, ‘‘I can let thes have corn for bread but none 
for your stock.’’ They had to make a crop by plowing in 
morning, letting the horses graze in the afternoon. While 
they worked with hoes. Thomas, our grandfather was strictly 
honest. Mv daddy said, ‘‘He signed a note for a man to 
borrow $125.00. The man didn’t pay it. At the end of the 
Civil War all debts were canceled---you didn’t have &9 pay 

e 





any debt made before that time---Grandfather renewe 
note and paid it; he said, ‘It is my duty to pay it because 
I promised to take care of it.’’’ Daas aes at that time 


it was hard to make a Sn) and pay $1 : 

I used to visit our Great-Aunt Margaret Ckick Ayers. She 
lived about two miles from great-grandfather Click’s log 
home. I saw the-home. It had a natural well in the vard. 
The old home was not demolished till they built Midfield a 
few years ago. 


DAN CLICK BY: DAN CLICK 


Dan Click married Corine Sinder. Their children are: 

1. Ethel who married first Virgie Turner. They have 
two children: (1) Louise and (9) Helen. (1) Louise married 
Dean Chance. They have a girl, lizabeth Ann. Ethel married 
the second time, Narvey Hicks. They have two children: (19 
Lee Edward and (2) Deloris Ann. They live in Hammond, Ind, 

2. Maggie married Walter Thomas. Their children are: Cy 
Edward Ronald, (2) Brenda Gayle, (3) Janice Raye, (4) Pat- 
ricia Aun, (5) Michael Anthony. They live in Trafford, 
Alabama. The children go to Locust Fork School. Walter is 
a Baptist Minister.:He preaches at want ht 4 Line, Alabama. 

3. Dan, Jr. married Betty Walker. Their children are: 
) Jimmy; (2) Palmar, (3) Lelon, (4) Donnie, (5) Jerome, 
) Dafany Faye (D.D.), (7) Maurice. They live at 1316 - 8 
ruce Street, Southgate, Michigan. Dan, Jt 115 ROWSDree 
ring for the Baptist ministry. ’ 

4. Robert Lee married Carol Walker. Their children are: 
) Genny, (2) Robert Neal, (3) Wanda Gay. They live at 
8 Conkey, Hammond, Indiana, ; } 
5. Margaret Ann married first Arthur Panos. Their chil- 
en are: (1) George, (2) Debbie, (3) Pete, (4) Johnie, 
}* Danny, (€6)# Cora. ; 

Margaret Ann married the second time Russeil Banks II. 
children are: (1) Russell III, (2) Timothy. They live 
5 Lawson Road, Birminghan, Alabama. 

George Richard married Betty Acker. They have a DON 

rd ALien (Boogy). They live at 722 Conkey, Hammond, 


na. 

7 & 8. Peggy and Judy go to Tech High School, Hammond, 

ndiana. , 
Dan’s Mother Mrs. Senna Click is 90 years old, and lives 

in Hammond, Indiana with her son, James. Richard Chester 

Click” is’Dan's* father: 


Mme On 


COATS 


William Alfred Coats married a McDonald first. Their 
children are: 1. Robert Olin, 2. James William, 3. Fannie 
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Mae, 4. ett ee 5. Margaret, 6. Kenneth who died at about 


eI UM duets oe Ty sara este 
aay Oya) abert narried Julia Whorton. Their mr aes are: 
ia Eesvilonite wactipe Alfred Ward Hodges. Their tes 
are: (1) Alfred Ward, Jr., (2) Trudy, and (3) Cynthia Joy. 


‘COKER BY: OLAN COOPER 


W.D. Coker married Derda Minyard. Their children are: 
e Annie, 2. Luther, 3. Mammie, 4. Marvin, 5. Robert, 6. 
ary. 
1. Annie married Olan Cooper. Their children are: (1) 
“Sette (2) Carolyn, (3) Paul, (4) Ferman, (5) Evelyn, (6) 
(1) Gertie married R,E. Shiflett. Theiy children are: 
(a) Lillie, (b) Wayne, (c) Sue, (d) Lucille, (e) James 
Edward, (f) Roy, (g) Frances Ann, -(h) Donald, (i)°Betty Joe. 
ber cere n married Marvin Stewart. Their children are 
(a) Robbie, (b) Charlotte, (c) Charley, (d) Wayne. 
(3) Paul married Lurine Riley. Their children are: 
fa) Linda Fay, (b) Bill, (c) Dorothy. 
a) Linda Fay married Robert Hallman. 
(4) Ferman married Frances Purrisol. Their children 
Are: (a) Bobby, (b) Jean. § ] ) 
(5) Evelyn married James Farrington. Their children 
aie. taperatricia Ann» (Pat.), .(b) Gary. 


(6) Elbert not married. 
2. Luther married Vera Walker. Ralph is their son. 
3. Mammie married A.J. Arnon. ' 
4. Marvin married Mary, Quinn. They have several children. 
5. Robert married Pauline Janson. Their children are: 
(1) Dean, (2) Van, (3) Ganen, (4) Bobby. : 
6. Mary married John N. Arron. Gary Coker is their son. 


COLEMAN BY: MRS. NOLAN SPROUSE 


Travis Coleman married Martha Adams (2nd marriage). The 
children born to the first marriage (I do not know her 
Mame) are: 1. Irene and 2. Alex. 

The children born to the second marriage are: 1. Dora, 
2. Joe, 3. Claude, 4. Hugh. . ayy 

1. Dora married Nolan Sprouse. Her family history is in 
the Sprouse family. 

nita Joe married Alice Bennett from Texas. They have one 
child: 


3. Claude married Reba Davis. Their children are: (1) 
Bonnie Ruth, (2) Nancy, (3) Travis, (4) Bruce. 
Hugo married Rosa Haley. Their children are: (1) 


Robert, (2) William, (3) Emmit, (4) Martha Jean, (5)Edward. 
They live in Elaine, Arkansas. 
Claud lives at Truman, Arkansas. 


Joe2 at Texarkana, Texas. 

Mrs. Dora Sprouse was recently installed Worthy Matron 
of the Eastern Star, No. 74, West Jefferson. 

Maralyn Neil is working -on her doctor’s degree at the 
RAGE BS of Alabama. She teaches at McDonald’s Chapel 
School. 

Mr. Sprouse is a merchant on the West Jefferson (Praco) 
highway about two (2) miles out of West Jefferson. 
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REVEREND JOSH COLLIER 
By: Mrs. Quillie Youngblood 


His children are: 1. Tom, 2. John, 3. Sophroni ? 
4. cet at Fe we N Sag dal ti tot hg $ 7. Sarah, 8. The ye Balyy 
- Tom marrie innie Moore. Their children are: 
Marvin, (2) Thurman, (3) Verla, (4) Estelle. nna ee 

(1) Verla married Felix Vines. They have a boy, F.J. 

(2) Marvin married a girl named Betty Lou. Their chil- 
dren are: a. Inez, b. Jim who married Ella Dickerson, Their 
children are: (a) Alvis, (b) Ora, (c) Roy, (d) Addie, (e) 
Charlene. 

2. Marion married Missouri Parker. Their children are: 
(1) Manfred, (2) Edna, (3) R.J., (4) Grant, (5) Daphne, (6) 
Edna who married Joe Brymer, a Baptist Minister, Their 
children are: a, Talmadge, b. Nellie, c. Jack, d. Jane who 
married Frank Gilchrist’s boy. All these children sing well 
and have sung at Williamsburg Church many times. 

(5) Daphne married Ralph Jones. 

Lou Coplin, Quillie’s Mother, Betty’s half sister, 
lived until her death in Oklahoma. 

3. Ealy married Sarah Eaton. Their children are: (1 
Eliza, (2) Louis, (3) Rufus, (4) Delphia who married Wil 
Hand. Amos is their son. 

(2) Louis married Leila Handcock. Their children are: 
a. Lillie Mae and b. Lucille. 

(3) Rufus is married and has two daughters. Lillie who 
married E]bert Burns, and b. Lucille who married George 
Cunningham. Their children are: (a) Gary, (b) Mitehel., *Ge) 
June Rose, (d) Dale, (e) Henry. 

4. Sophronie (Ppouseyiaet tase Gus Gunter. Their children 
are: (1) Bertha, (2) Ellis, (3) Lillian. 

5. Nancy married first Dock Minyard. There were two 
girls by this marriage. The second marriage was to Bill 
Currier. Their children are: (1) Bill, Jr., (2) Jack, fang 
one who died as a baby. 

6. Sarah married Victor Glass. 

7. Jim is married and (1) Virgil and (2) Loyal are his 
sons. Henry Albert married Betty Currier. Their children 
are: (1) Arvis who married Nell Oliver. Their children are: 
(a) Gene, who married Thelma Redill. Cindia is their dau- 
ehter. (Thelma lives in California), (b) Mildred who mar- 
ried Delbert Barnes. Their children are: a. Debra, b. 
Ronnie, c. Terry, d. Brenda Nell, e. Tracey and f. Oliver 
who married Peggy Weems. They have a boy Michael Scott, 
(Scotty). ‘ 

(2) Mae married J. Zinder Tuggle. Their children are: 
(a) Louise, (b) Van, (c) J.Z., Jr., (d) Earl. Zinder died 
and Mae married Johnnie Luno. Their children are::* (a) 
John D. (b) Betty Carolyn. Johnnie Luno died and Mae mar 
ried Henry Johnson. There is an account of their marriage 
in a newspaper story. . \ 

(3) Quillie married Stanley Youngblood. Their children 
are: (a) William who died at the age of twenty-one months, 
(b) Frank married Jewel Melvin. They now live in Califor- 
nia.»Their children are. @. Kenneth, b. Danny, C. Donna 
Jean, d. Belinda, e, LaRee and f. William. Frank is in 
construction and welding work. ; ; 

(c) Tom who married Kathleen Culbreth. Thei. children 
are: a. Stanley named for his grandfather, b. Kathleen’s 
home is in Evergreen, Alabama. They live in Titusville, 
Florida. Tom is an electrical engineer at Cape Kennedy. 
Sd and Kathleen are graduates of Auburn University, Ala- 

ama. 

(d) Barbara Nell who married Donnie Robbins. They have 
a daughter, Donna ee ; 

(4) Jordon Coilier married Juanita Hale. 
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(5) Carl Collier married first Beulah Moss. They have 
one boy, Marion Moss. Second he married Martha Demonia. 
d he married Nova Sims. Their daughter is Patsy. 

q } ) Raymond who married Sarah Barnes. Their children 
are: (a) W.R. who married Mary Catherine Kitchens. They 
have a girl and boy, Gail and Sam. (b) Barbara Jean who 

married Bob Allen. They have a girl, Kim. 

mai Charley who married Clara Mae Levi. They have two 
boys, Albert and Neal. 
(8) David who married Hazel Clifton. John and David 
are their sons. 
ve) Steve married Gay Nell McMickens. Their children 
are: a) Dellita, (b) Tim, (c) Tommie, (d) Sharon. 
(9) John David married Betty Rowson. Their children 
are: Davie and Rodney. 


JOHN COLLIER 


his was given to me By: Mrs. Granville (Nena Collier) 
lkenton. 


John Collier married Annie Currier. Their children are: 
, eros. 2. vere, &. Rath, 4. Elma, 5. Dessie, §& Farrell, 
7. Fred, 8. Freeman, 9. Rushton, 10 Pearl, 11. Flora, 12. 
Nena and 13. Erety. 

1. Verda married Reed Youngblood. Their _ children are: 
(1) Reed Lane who was killed in World War II. I attended 
his funeral after his body was returned after the war. 
(2) Frances, (3) Ann, (4) Dan, and (5) Glenn. 

. Vera married Charles Edward Click who was killed in 
Mulga Mines exp ogi on. Their children are: (1) Edward, (2) 
Margaret, (2) urdelene who died at about 17 years of age. 
She was a talented musician and a beautiful girl. (4) Mary 
Ruth, (5) Ruby Nell, and (6) Mildred. 

3. Elma married Dr. B.E. Donaldson. Both are dead. Their 
children are: (1) Eugene and fe) William. 

4. Dessie who married Bill Miller. Their children are: 
(1) John, (2) Mary, (3) Kate, and (4) Don. 

5. Farrell married Effie Pilkington. They have one 
‘seen ig 3 Nydra. j ; ; 

. Fred married Flossie Tidwell. Their children are: (1) 
Virginia, (2) John, (3) Phillip and (4) Martha Ann. 

7. Freeman married Bernice Moore. Their children are: 
tt beh (2) Wayne, (3) Gary, and (4) Kay. Freeman is 
ead. 

8. Rushton married Lillie Mae McIntyre. Their children 

ee (1) Carolyn, (2) Sylvia, and (3) Terry. Rushton is 
ead. 

9. Fearl married William Hathcock. Their children are: 
Jack and Joyce. . ‘ 

10. Flora married Claude Harmon. Their children are: (1) 
Charles, (2) Jane and (3) William (Bill).  . ‘ 

11. Nena married Granville Pilkenton. Their children are 
Jimmie and Jane. - ; 

aen Evelyn married Neil Garner. Their children are Jan 
an oe. 

13. Ruth married David Brown. Their children are: (1) 

Robert (Bob) and (2) Stephen (Steve). 


Jim who married Yvonne Fikes. Their children are: Teresa 
and Gina. Jim is reservation supervisor for the Delta Air 
Lines. Yvonne works in Dekalb National Bank, Atlanta. 
Yvonne attended Jacksonville §tate Teachers College. 


BRYMER (QUILLIE YOUNGBLOOD TOLD ME THIS) 


Joe Brymer married Edna Collier (Marion Colliers dau- 
ghter). Their children are: 1. Talmadge who married Jammie 
Mae Moody. Their children are: a. Carolyn and b. Joe. 
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2. Gene Brymer who married Rosaland White. 
3. Nellie who married Carl Stevenson, . oe 

4. Jack Brymer who married Shirley Jarmon. Their child- 
ren are: (1) Jackie and (2) Vicki ‘ 
Jane who married Matt Gilchrist. Steve. isetheinm hoys 
Laurie Daphne, who married Ralph Jones. Ray is their 





son 
are: (1) Ruby Lee and (2) Edward. : q 
Grant Brymer married Margaret Finchum. Their children 
(1) Eddie, (2) Terry and (3) Dennis. : 

R.J. Brymer married Louis Griffis. Their children are: 
(ty Edith. (¢2) ‘Sonny. ano oo) vanice. 


Ds 
Gs 
7. Manford Brymer married Agnes Hodge. Their children 
8. 
are: 
9. 


CONTRIBUTED BY: MARYLAND R. COLLIER 
The Family Tree of 


Maryland R. Collier Born Feb. 16, 18 
Wife Martha E. Hancock Born July 9, 189 
Six Children 


George Luther Collier Born June 15, 1918 
Wife Helen Creel 
Two Children One Girl . One Boy One Grandson 


Eli paso .er Born Feb. 25,° 1920 
Wife Frances McElory 
Two Children Two Daughters 


Richard J.. Collier Born June 9, 1923 
Wife Margret Emerson 
Four Children Two Boys Two Girls One Grandson 


Frank Li." Coriyver Born June 11, 1926 
Wife Louise Allman 
Four Children Three Boys One Girl 


Robert L. Collier Barn Dec. wise woo 
Wife Joyce Williams 
Two Children Two Daughters 


William Lonnie Collier Born Feb. 8, 1931 
Wife Charleen Allbritten 
Three Children One Son Two Daughters 


94 
6 


COOK BY: MRS. LOUIS (AUDREY) COOLEY 


» June Cook married Maude Blankenship. 1. Audrey, my father 
was killed in Mulga Mines when I was eleven months old. 
My Mother later married W.W. Givin. Their children are: (1) 
William Norman and (2) Inez. 
Audrey’s first marriage was to Louis Cooley. Their 
family history is in the Cooley family. 
(2) William Norman married Vera Frankiin. Their children 
are: (a) Dorothy, (b) Billy Wayne, and (c) Kenneth Ray. 
(a) Dorothy married Jimmie Tutherow. They have a boy. 
(3) Inez married J.D. Parsons. Their children are: (1) 
Alma, (b) Jean, (c) Gerald Mack. 
(a) Alma Jean married Cecil Jones. Their children are: 
Bill and Mack. ’ ; 
(b) Gerald Mack married Nell Smith. Their children 
are: Sharon and Gerald Mack, Jr. 


COOLEY BY: GRACE COOLEY 


Henry Cooley married Elizabeth Cooley. Their children 
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are: “i, Press, 2.,Elizabeth,.3. Oscar, 4. ‘ 
6. Clarence, 7. Fairly. a+ Hakone. 5. b928, 
Elizabeth married John Cost. Their children are: (a) 
weter VWEEEE oat Bae (a) eTco a earriod Claud Vest. Their 
i ed who marrie i j ; 
are Sharon Ags Brad, : mk ack Folsom, Their children 
2 ress marrie race ck. Their family history i 
found in the Click Family. “aby abe Me 
Do UscCker 15 NOt Aarrsed » 
4. Roland, deceased. 
5. Lela married Foster Lawrence. They had one child. 
6. Clarence married Ethlene Dickey. 
_..?; Fairly married Catherine Smith. Their daughter, 
Virginia married Lee Roberts. They have three children. 
Lester, Elizabeth’s son, married Mattie Wyatt. 


Cooley 


Grace Click and Press Cooley’s children. 

1. Lester married Ida Mae Fitzpatrick. Their children 
are: (a) Ann, (b) Johnie, (c) Charles. ie) Ann married 
Billy Roberts. Their children are: (1) Patrick, (2) 
Michael, (3) Danny, (4) ated st 

2. J.T. married Martha Miles. Their child is Nancy. 

3. Charles Henry married Doris Dollar. Their children 
are: (a) Kay, (b) Charles, te? Leland (Chuck), 

4. Margie married Hugh Albrets. Their children are: 
(a) Dwayne, (b) Terry, (c) Donald. 

5. Maud married Kenneth McKenzie. Franklin is their 
son. 


COOLEY BY: MRS. LOUIS (AUDREY) CDOLEY 


John Anthony Cooley married Ellen Wilson. Their child- 
ren are: 1. Flora, 2. Amanda. 3. Carrie, 4. James (Jim). 
5. William (Will}, 6. Louis, 7. Lester, 8. Bertha, 9. 
Leldon. 10. Helen. 

1. Flora married Amos Dockery. Their children are: (1) 
Lucille deceased at 14 years Of age (2) also a boy and 
girl deceased, (3) Louis; (4) Walter C. 

oe 


Amanda’s first husband died before J.C. was born. Later 
she married Edward Clark. He had one child, Johnie by a 
former marriage. Their children are: (a) Allene who is 
married and has four children. 

3. Carrie is married. 


4. James (Jim) married Lucy Mae Keith, Their children 
are: (1) James, (2) Ollie Mae, (3) Bessie, (4) J.C., (5) 
Georgia Mae, S28 lines ; j 

5. William (Will) was killed in Porter Mines. ; 

6. Louis married eer Cooke. Their children are: 1) 
Leveral, (2) Gerladine, (3) Troy, (4) Audrey, (5) Marrell 

(1) Leveral married Henry.P. Ford. Their children 


are: (a) Patricia Ann, (b) Troy Edward, (c) Henry-Jerome, 
Leveral died August 1, 1954. The children make their home 
with their grandparents, after the death of their mother. 
: (a) Patricia Ann married Frank Stewart. They have a 
daughter, Careta Annette. 

b) Troy Edward finished West Jefferson High School 
this year. : 

(c) Jerome is going into the service in a short 


time ; 

(2) Geraldine married first James Vernon Cork. Their 
child is Ronald Louis (Sonnie). Second married to Andrew 
Micklow. They have a daughter, Brenda Gail. 

(3) Troy died at Porter at the age of 14 years. 

(4) Marrell married Thomas Byrd. Their children are: 
(a) Dian, (b) Donnie, (c) Ricky. 
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COOPER BY: MRS. IDA NICHOLS CORDOR 






Irvin Cooper married Sarah Evans. Their children are 
1, Olan, 2. Arthur, 3, Ida, 4. Ada, 5. : : 
Louella, 8. Mattie, 9. Ruby ; ao. Sea ee See 

: an marrie nnie Coker. Their childrey are: 
Gertie, (2) Pearl, (3) Paul, (4) Therman, (5) bert, $63 
Evelyn. Elbert was killed in the service. He was crossing a 
river in action. The rope broke and he was never heard from 


again. 

2. Arthur married a girl named Stella. Their children 
are: BF) Gladys, (2) James, (3) Virginia, (4) Elizabeth. 
"3, Ada, born June 5, .1882, died January 16, 1921, marr- 
ied Tommie Nichols, born November 15, 1871, died March 1, 
1923. Their family history is in Tommie Nichols family. 

4. Ida married Will Pa 
Ad?"\e, (2) Mattie. 

ov. Emma married Jeff Pack. No children. 


rsons. Their children are: (1) 


6. Mamie married John Sexton. Their children are: (1) 

peat who married Edna Woods, (2) Marie who married Morris 
en us i 

7. Louélla married John Minyard. Their children are: (1) 
Lucy, (2) Bill, (3) Daisy, (4) Harold, (5) Johnie Gail. 

8. attie married John Carney. Their children are: (1) 
Estelle, (2) Charles and Ethel, twins; (3) Howard. 

. Ruby married Richard Thomas. Their children are: (1) 
Gwendolyn, (2) Buddy, (3) Bobby. 


COOPER BY: MRS. ALMA COOPER 


Jim (James) Cooper married Ophelia Vines. Their children 
are: 1. Lincoln, 2. Alex seine in early teens), 3. Lizzie 
SELeee eth), .4. Lee Ann, Pl Shey. eos ary, Tt Rovere, 
ohn, 9. Ethel, 10, Rosa, 

1. Lincoln married Silla Nichols. Their children are: (1) 
Tainv who died as a baby, (2) Effie, (3) Audrey. (4) Willie, 
(5) Ernest. Effie married Johnie Buchanan. Their children 
are: (a) Donald Lee, (b) Edsel, (c) Rachel. Kasel 1S marrieua 
and has three children. ’ 

; (3) Audrey married Dave Trucks. Their are several 
children. Geraldine is the only name I recall. 

(4) Willie is married and has children. 
(5) Ernest married Mae Crocker. They have several 
children. j : 

3. Lizzie (Elizabeth) married Will Crocker.Their children 
are: (1) Everett married Velma Jones. Their children are: 
(a) Frances, (b) George Wallace, (c) Gurlee Roy. . ; 

(2) Elijah married Mardi Roy Robbins. Their children 
are: (a) Myra, (b) Jerry, (c} Biii% ; 
(a) Myra married Earl Kelly. Their children are: a. 
Anna Paul who married Roger McGuire. Their children «re: 
Kelly Joe and Randy, Thomas Earl, Patti, Sherri, i. 
(b) Jerry married Betty Hambey. Their children are: 
Kim and Mark. ‘ : f 
- Goya i Le killed in a car accident) married Nina 
Henderson. Their children are Billy and James. 
5. Nancy is married. F ) 
6. Mary married John Smallwood. Their children are: he 
Flossie who married Marvin McCoy. Their children are: a) 
c padi ec Bet (b) Beatrice, (c) Grace, (d) Gladys, (e) Dema, 
) Euel. : 
7. Robert (Bob) married Alma Hicks. Their children are: 
) Florence, (2) Hugh, (3) Wallace, ( 4) Roy (dead), (5) 
rl. Florence married Louis Head. Their children are: 
a) Brenda Gail and (b) Robert Lewis. Hugh married Lurlene 
ason. Their children are (a) Helen and (b), (Boppy Barbara. 
(a) Helen married Billy Robbins. Their chi name is 
Billy Hugh. ; 
(b) Barbara married James Hayes. 
Jie 
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J (3) Wallace married Lucill 
Bare: (a) Rick Tis uc e Broadwater. Their children 


are: (a) Thomas Earl,(Tommy), (b) Elizabeth (c) Sharon 
_,8. John married Mavis Cunningham. ir fi : 
sane ee aaa in cat Cunningham family. RUB They er 
. marrie Ohn Ira Early. Their. child r 
Sa J.P., (2) Curtis, (3) Louis iy Davis David), (5) 
hn Ir orothy Mae, (7) Willard. 
J. Rosa married John McGuire. Their children are: (1) 
oh peel Le EE Sana eee Hg A iti Williamsburg, (4) 
ildred, ohn, » (7 , 
Jeweldean, (9) Clinton. Pere seat ocd tk uate Pra 


COOPER BY: MRS. ALMA COOPER 


.Randy Ozene Cooper, Jr. married Edith Bryant. Their 
children are: 1. Patricia LaNell, 2.: Edith, LaVerne. 

1. Patricia LaNell married Larry Keith Kendrick. The 
have always lived here. LaNell goes to Glenn and Edith 
goes to Bush School. 


COOPER CONTRIBUTED BY: JOE SALTER 


Washington Vines Cooper married Nancy Ann Robers. Two 
ot their daughters married Coopers. 

Harriet married George Cooper. Their children are: 

1. John married Nellie Alexander. 

2. Olice married a Blackston. 
3. Azalea married a Cooper. 
4. Lester married John Hicks. 
5. Alice is married, 
6. Ophelia married James Cooper. Their children are:a. 
Ann, b. Lincoln who married Silla Nichols, c. LeAnn, d. 
Nancy, ¢:. Ervin, f. Bob who married Alma Hicks, g. John 
i. Ot5s ee ethel,. 7) Rachel. 


CREEL 


Belton Velva Creel married Ora Mae Bagwell. Their child- 
ren. are: 1. B.V., Jr. who was killed at the age of 16 years 
on November 29th, 1945 at Porter. , 

2. Ora Jean who married Norman Sorenson, Jr. Their 
children are (1) Eric and (2) Michael. They live at Pinson. 
William Jerry who married Billy Ruth Peoples. They 
live at Huntsville, Alabama. i 
4. Eddie Joe married first Geraldine Terry. Their 
children are: (1) Dale and (2) Teresa Ann. Second marriage 
to Betty Handcock. Thev live in Gardenda}e. Alabama. 
5. Billy Roy married Janiene Carr. Their children are: 
(1) Kevin and (2) Keith. They live in Shreveport, La. 
llen married first SAI Shirey. Her secona mar- 
riage was to Joe Sullivan. They have a son, Eric. They live 
in Huntsville, Alabama. u 
Mr. Creel’s mother Kean Smith is the daughter of Kate 
Smith Vines. His daddy was W.M. Creel. Toad Vines was 
named for Kate Smith’s daddy Kate Vines. 


CROCKER CONTRIBUTED BY: MRS. AGNES CROCKER 


Miss Agnes Davidson - 17 years old when she taught her 
first school at Williamsburg. ‘‘I stayed with Prof. John 
Minyard and there too was Mrs. Irvin Cooper, Mr. Huett 
McAdory was our Superintendent of Education while I taught 
school. They were So guvuu iv we, in iaci Il tecl that 1 had 
a guardian angel with me ap ed life. I went to Labuco and 
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then back to Birmingham. Then I went to a little school 
close to Mt. Olive. After that I went to Graymont, then to 
Wylam school. I taught eight years and ti:en came to Palos 
and have been here ever since (50 years). I taught at Palos 
one year and lived with the Crockers. Mrs. Crocker was a 
sweet, delicate woman. She and I became very attached and I 
came back every summer to visit but the summer she died I 
was sent for and got there just before she died. She gave 
me a big sweet smile but could not speak to me. 

Later I married Mr. Crocker and came to Palso to make 
ere Tees Mr. Crocker (I always called him that) had two 
children by his first wife. One passed away when young, 
Clarence is still living in a place close to Bessemer. We 
had six children. three'sons and three daughters. One dau- 
ghter was frail and only lived several months. 

I gave one of my sons to our country. He was studying 
medicine when he entered the service. He wanted to become 
a doctor and live and minister here. I still think he’ll 
come back and be a doctor here. He’s here in spirit. He 
saved a boys life in battle by_ knowing just the right thing 
to do at the time. He loved Palos and wanted to be a doctor 
so bad. He went into service from college. Four years after 
he was_reported missing in action he came home to-rest in 
Freewill Cemetery. 

Mary Agnes is the oldest and she taueht for several 
years. She married Gusadine Whorton. We loved him as if he 
were ours. They have five children. Nancy, Mary, Dean,1 
Elizabeth and Frank. : 

w.S. (William Samuel) married Helen Ay i: of Wylam 
and they have two children: Susan and Margaret. 

Lissie Nell married Bill Hinesand they have one little 
girl. Lissie Nell who is teaching in Montgomery. ‘ 

David D. married a mighty sweet girl. rnuey -have five 
children: Carol D., Ann, John David, Lynn and now they 
have a little one, Ronda Fay. . : 

John G. Crocker was the one who gave his all for his 
country. Four vears later they said they had found hin. 
let them send the casket home, if he were in it I wanted 
Hitt and «Lisi. gene another boy I could put flowers on his 

rave for his mother. . 
y awe had a wonderrul life, we lived for each other and with 
each other. : ; 

Mr. Crocker died at Palos just as his father did. I have 
been a widow 24 years. 


CROSSLEY 


Ross Crossley’s grandfather and grandmother on Mother’s 
side are Joe and Hannah Weiss. His father is James Crossley. 
Their children are: 1.-Lillian Combs. Her husband is Jess 
Combs. Don is their son. ‘ p ’ 4 : 

2. Gladys Bridges. Her husband is Arvil Bridges. Their 
children are: (1) Joe, (2) Roy, (3) Doris, (4) James, 

3. Sue’s husband is Wolfe re Richard is their son. 

4. Ross married Idella Nichols. Their family history 
will be found in the Nichols family. f ! 

Ross’s grandfather on his father’s side is Lou Crossley. 
His mother was Betty Weiss. 


CROWDER BY: MRS. EARL CROWERR 


John Thomas Crowder born February 10, 1893 married Rosa 
Lee Goolsby, born March 17, 1893. Their children are: l, 
Paul Earl (born 1908) married Louise Burke, no children, 
2. Edith who married first Charley Long. Their children 
are: i 

(1) Virginia Long who married Billy Burchfield. They 
have two children, (a) Freddie and (b) Broddie. 
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(2) Edward Long who married Jean M in. ; eahae 
ren are: (a) Vickie and (b) Edward, hg AC aad tal heat i 


Lee Earl Long who marr N : 
son, Michael. : ied Norma. They have one 


3. Lora Jane born 1913 married Sam C. Morris. No child- 


4. Carl Goodson born 1914 married Pearline Early. They 
have two sons: 


(a) Thomas Fleming who married Nancy Hursh. No child- 


_(b) Carl Newton, Carl Goodson’s son, married Cathie 
Harris. They have two children: (1) Casey and (2) Scott. 
5. John Edmond born 1916 married Sara Helton. Myra Gail 

is their daughter. 

6. Thomas Newton, born 1918,married Louise Lee. They 
have one son, Tommy who married a girl named Carol. No 
children, 

7. Jerry 18 years old not married. 

8. Jo Ann 16 years old not married. 

9. Samuel Howard born 1923 married Von Ciel Lathem. They 
have two children: (1) Mary Ann and (2) Sammy, Jr. 

Ross Goolsby married a girl named Flora. JThey have two 
sons, Hugo and Billy Kay. 


MY BEST FRIENDS’ BY: MRS. EARL CROWDER 


Jacob E. Burke married Evie Elizabeth Morris. They have 
two daughters. 

My father never saw my younger sister. He died on Oct- 
ober 18, 1911 and my Mother the following March 1912. Our 
grandmother’ s were Margaret Morris and Mary Margaret Louise 
Burke. I was named for both my grandmothers and my Mother 
was afraid she would hurt one of their feelings by calling 
me by either one of their names, so she called me Louise 
so as to not hurt anyone, My sister married Lloyd Wesley 
weter They have two sons Paul Renfron and Ronald Burke 

ewis. 

Sammy Crowder is Salvation Army Captain stationed at 
Frederickburg, Virginia. Their Salvation Army Hall is in 
the same block that Geurge Washington was made a Mason and 
the Masonic Hall is still in use. 


CRUMPTON AS TOLD TO ME BY MRS. BILL (EARLINE) CRUMPTON 


Earline Key married William (Bill) Crumpton. Earline’s 
randmother was Edna Dean Bailey and her grandfather was 
ohn Gamble Jones. They were wonderful people who lived on 

a big farm in Walker County. ‘ 

Their children were Callie, Lilla, Etta (Earline’s 
ree HSE Lillie, Tom, Earl, LaFayette, Lawrence and Bruce. 

Earline’s Mother was. Etta Jones who married John B. Key, 
Jr. They also lived in Walker County, (Aldrich). Earline’s 
father worked at Steth Coal Company for over 40 years as 
an electrician. Her mother was sweet and good. Nobody ever 
came better. 

Farline’s brothers and sisters were: Hazel, West, Ruby, 
Bryan, Harold who married Willie Mae Hall. Hazel married 
Arthur West. They live in Birmingham where he works at 
Westfield Commissary as store manager. They have one son, 
Arthur Jones, who is a traveling: salesman, Arthur married 
Annie Joe Hays. They have a nineteen year old girl, Donna 
Joe. t i 4 ' 

Ruby married Thomas Bryan. Their children are Billy 
Thomas who is in the U.S. Army. Betty who married Roy Webb, 
Jr., who is a Church of Christ Preacher. She lives a dedi- 
cated life doing good for others. Their children are Sandré 
Jean, Kurt and Shelia. They live in Texas. 

Farline’s father and mother taught them to go to church. 
(The Church of Christ). ats 
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CULBERSON : 

John T. Culberson married Ethel Jane Berry. Th ( 
John T. II married Annette Hicks. Their  ikarene Babe 
Cheryl Lee age 2 and John T., III, 9 months. They live 
near Birmingham Southern College. 

CURRIER BY: MRS. QUILLIE YOUNGBLOOD 


Robert Currier married Almond Ragsdale. Their children 


are: 

1. John Currier married Eula Leonard. Their children 
are: (1) Reba, (2) Pearl, (3) Maud, (4) Ivan (5) Ruth 
(6) E ward, (7) Mildred, (8) Rachel, (9) Glenn and (10) 

ely 

__ 2. Robert Currier (Bob) married Jennie Leonard. Their 
children are: (1) Horace, (2) Cliff, (3) Paul, (4) Eva, 
(5) Ed, (6) Miller, (7) Roy and (8) Ivan. 

Robert Currier, Sr. came from York, S.C. I recall m 
father and mother telling about my mother being very sic 


when we were very young with pneumonia. Mr. Currier came 
over and on seeing how seriously sick my mother was went 
into the woods and gathered a plant, Mullein. It must have 
taken a lots of them. He boiled them and made poultices 
which he put on my Mother’s chest. He kept these hot poul- 
tices on her chest all night, changing one as it became 
cold with a hot one. When wo cna ks came my Mother was better 
and continued getting better until she was well. She said 
she would haver have lived through the night if Mr. Currier 
had not done this. My parents said he was a very smart man. 
The other Currier children, girls are found in the 
Collier Family under ‘‘as toia by Quillie Youngblood’’ 


DeSHAZO BY: EDITH NICHOLS 


A. M. DeShazo son of A. C. and Rachel DeShazo. Brothers 
and sisters. Edith, Schuyler, Mildred and Burnard. ~ 


DODD BY: MRS. STANLEY YOUNGBLOOD 


Ed and Mollie Dodd lived here when Porter was first 
opened as a mine, he being a miner. He died 30 years ago. 
They had eight children, three who died young. Those La Ving 
are: 

1. Emma who married Henry Ray. They have a daughter 
Rachel who is a nurse in Birmingham. 

Arvie who lives in Arizona. 

3. Edna who married Jimmie Whatley. They have two boys, 
Jimmie, Jr. and Johnie. : : 

4. Raymond who married Margaret Smith. They live in Los 
Angeles, California. There are no children. 

5. Bertha who married Calvin Hyfield, There are three 
children, Mary Elizabeth, who works at University Hospital, 
Billy and Peggy. / ! 

There are twelve grandchildren, thirty-six great grand- 
children and twenty great, great grandchildren. 


DONALDSON BY: MRS. BOB (MYRA GALE) MINYARD 


John Donaldson married a girl named Minnie. Their child- 
ren are: 1. Ora Lee, 2. Verda, 3. Mary. ; 
1. Ora Lee married Amos Hand, Their children are: £6} 
Lois, (2) James, (3) Earl, (4) Minnie, (5) Charles, 6) 
i See : : 
RoR 2. Verda married Atha Robbins. Their children are: (1) 
Nelson, (2) Edith, (3) batt 
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3. Mary married Tom Drawhorn. Thei i 
1 be found in the Drawhorn yaniye ates we tS BE he 


DRAWHORN BY: MRS. BOB (MYRA GALE) MINYARD 


Thomas Andrew Drawhorn married Mary Clemintine Donald- 

son. Their children are: 1. Audrey Lee (Snookie), 2. 
jomas A. Jr., 3. Myra Gayle, 4. Jimmie Lou, 5. Robert Hal. 
1. Audrey married Robert Clayton Thomas, Their child- 
(1) Bobby, Jr., (2) Teresa Annette, (3) William 


Thomas, Jr. married Rosanell Bover. They have a 


ren are: (1) Starlett Suzette and (2) Rooin Luanne, 
Jimmie Lou married Lewis Terrell Minyard. Gelenda 


Hd 4. 
Michelle is their daughter. 
it 5. Robert Hal is in Quinyan, Viet Nam. 


: EADY BY: FLORA MAE EADY 
Charles Eady married Sadie Morrison. Their children 


are: 
1. Lila who married Cecil Davis. Their children are: 

Cynthia and Celia. 
| 2. Leonard married Carrie Mae Wheeler. Their children 
are: (1) Carol and (2) Linda. 
, (1) Carol married Bobby Vaughn. 

(2) Linda married Floyd England. Their children 
‘are Wade and Kip. 
| 3. J. C. married Cathleen Ferring. Their children 
Mare: (1) Cliff, Michael and Mary Charles (twins), and 
(4) Martha. f 
. 4. Raymond married Flora Mae Fason. Their children 
(are: 
| BF (1) Kenneth who married Mable Jean Black. Their 
children are: (a) Kenneth (Chuck), (b) Gina Lynn. 
eae (2) Gene who married Rosa Nell Dickey. Their 
@fildren are: (a) Brenda Kay and (b) Bobby Ray. ] 

(3) Mary married Billy Burchfield. Their son 1S 
mally Scott. 








; 
EARLY BY: MRS. CLYDE SNEAD 
| Harry Early married Callie Abercrombie. They had three 


children: . 
. Edna Rowe who married Ralph Sawyer and their 
“children are: (1) Ralph, Jr., (2) Linda Renee, and (3) 


Christopher. ‘ 
9. Harry Vann who married Marilyn Pryor and they have 


; 

-ason, Harry ¢ 

: 3, Mary Alice who mar ed John Cates. Their children 
| 


ri 
1) Lajuana Sue and (2) Mark. 


are: 
Callie married Clyde Snead. 


( 
After Harry Early’s dea 


THE EUBANK FAMILY BY: MRS. D. R. HAY 


Thomas Eubank came from Lancaster, England in 1715. 
His wife was named Elizabeth Harrison. There is no date of 
her birth or their Barriege, ; 

They had children as ollows: Richard, Thomas Edward, 
and George. 


Thomas Sr. died in 173 3% 
George was our direct ancestor and we only have a 


record of one son, Thomas whose wife was named Rachel. 
Thomas and Rachel had children as follows: Thomas, 
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John, George Elijah, Daniel, Rebecca, Rachel, and Sted p 
Elijah was born in 1756,’ in North Carolina, his wi 
was named Rebecca. Their children were Robert Martin 
James and George who died in Texas. 

Robert was born in North Carolina and came to Alabam 
in-1817. His wife’s name was Margaret Conley. Thei 
children were John, Andrew, Malinda Mary, William Carrol 
and Robert. ] 4 

_ William Carroll was said to be the third white chil 
borm in what is now Jefferson County. He was named fo 
with on Carroll with whom his father fought in the War o 

Ze 
William Carroll’s wife was named Eliza Hickman. 
John married Elizabeth Crum. Andrew married Catherir 
itty) Williams who was a sister of Calvory Williams, 
linda married Calvory Williams. a 
Thomas Eubank (Eubanks) was born in England, married 
rtha Harrison in Tolbert County, Md. Died September, 
37, in Tolbert County, Md. 

The ged det Thomas was one of four brothers who came 
from England about 1715. They came over with Lord Balti- 
more who was at first a €Communicants of the Church of 
England, but who later became a Roman Catholic. } 

Thomas was a Quaker. e 

They landed in Tolbert County, Md. where later Thomas 
Serie ee Harrison. Four children are mentioned in 

is will. i 

Other spellings of the name include Eubanks, Henbanks, 
but the most frequent spelling is Eubank. It has been 
Suggested that the origin of the name wey have been living 
near a stream whose banks were lined with ewe trees. 

George had a land grant from King George III of England, 
He moved from Tolbert County, Md. to Jones County, N.C. 
He was wounded in the Battle of Guilford Court House, 
we gubank’s and wife, Rachel’s children were Thomas 
John, Elijah, Daniel, Rebecca, Rachel and Sally. 

Elijah Eubank born Circa 1756 Jones County, N. C. 
married in 1785 to Rebecca, died in 1820, Robertson County, 
Tennessee, 

Elijah Eubank moved from James County, N. C. to Robert- 
son County, Tennessee in 1803 on the Cumberland River 
near PpTeAan oe Ee was a Quaker ‘ ‘received by request on 
September 2, 1786. q 

PAN 1802 census shows that he owned four slaves at chee 
time. His son se was OLY habeas. witr Col. Fannier a 

: ; the amo, 1 . ; 
tnone of Eiifah’ o famity Fought in the Revolution because 
they were Quakers. However it is quite possible that Ae 

ave material aid which if proven would enti-eleye 
descendants to membership in the D.A.R. or S. AR. er 

Robert born in Jones County, N. C. marrie Co. Misa 
Conley (or Connelly), died after 1846 in Pontotoc Fi cola 

Robert came to ‘Alabama Territory in 1817, from if ie 
County, Tenn, and settled near where Powderly. m4 that 
advised his children not to invest in slaves cee chi Lae 
they would be freed. However he gave Slaves to eeneh a 
ren, two each to|Malinda and William Carroll, a i | 
Andrew and probably Similar cifts to arher cher ca 1846 

There is a earnest Be land grant to him aa , 
signed by President Polk. 

"Note: The Territory of Alabama was formed March 4. /30m 
rom the Territory of Miss. became a state Dece ‘4 
819. ; 1 812 and was 

Robert Eubank was a soldier in the War of 1 
in Capt! I. N.‘Holshanser’ & Co, or Tenn. 4 Conn ae 
Maior General Andrew Jackson. He was discnhare 4 
1814 








{ 
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iro) s part of the country on his way to fight the 
ee ns at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, I like to 
lin hat he thought so well of this beautiful valley 
1 tet at is the reason he settled here with his family 
Children of Robert and Margaret Conley Eubank were 
n, Andrew, halinda (my grandmother), Wary who was the 
her of cousin Hattie Crum (she was a_member of the 
liamsburg Baptist Church) and.William Carroll who was 
father cf John H, Eubank and grandfather of Preston 
ank, Mrs. J. W. BLaAs Claude and W, S. Eubank. 
Malinda Eubank -- augnter of Robert and Margaret 


tubank born 1811 in Mecklinburg, S. C., married 1833 on 
December 12 to Calvory Williams, died 1893 July 20th and 
‘is buried in the family graveyard at Porter, Alabama. 
7 Julia Ann Williams, daughter of Calvory and Malinda 
Married John R. McWilliam November 9, 1865. Their children 
re John Walter, three children died young, Mary Virginia, 
born January 26, 1874, Hattie Irene, Margaret Eubank, 
Mortimer - died young, George, Lucie Bell. 
_ Mary Virginia daughter of John R. and Julia Williams 
McWilliams married Daniel Reese Hay, April 24, 1895. Their 
-ehildren are: John Harold, born Julv 13, 1897. married 
‘October 19, 1920 to Mary Grace Rogers; Julia Isabel. 
born February 26, 1896, died November 6, 1897; Maurice 
Reese, born September 26, 1899, died May 9, 1901; Mary 
Virginia, born October 28, 1901, married first Wendell 
Taylor, second marriage to Jones Cahel; Mildred Malinda, 
born September 21, 1905, married S, T. Abel January 26, 
927; Katherine Reese born May 2, 1908, married William 
tridge October 23, 1928. 
4 Albert Wendell Taylor, Jr. son of Virginia Hay and 
n 
1 


a 
endell Taylor was born August 18, 1920’s died April 25 
945, buried in National Cemetery, Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
William Nathanuel and Catherine Reese Hay Patridge's 
hildren: William Nathanuel Patridge, born September 20, 
931; Carolyn Hay Patridge born November 2U, 1930. 
Carolyn Hay Patridge and Dr. Jacob Allen Neighbors were 
arried March 26, 1955. Their children: Mary Catherine, 
orn per ct 19, 1956; Carolyn Malinda, born April 2, 1958, 
foun PLM.) 


FEW BY: MRS. W. E. (WINNIE) CLEVELAND 


William Walter Few married Bertha Waters the second 
time, his first marriage was to Carrie Brasewell., 

The children by the first marriage are: 1. Lillian, 2. 
Frances. By the second marriage, Winnie. | 

1. Lillian married Raymond Davis. Their daughters (1) 
Carolyn teaches at Hueytown. She attended the University 
of Alabama. (2) Shirley married Bob Richwin. Their child- 
ren are michael and Allen. 

2. Frances teaches first grade in Jacksonville, Florida. 

3. Winnie married W. E. Cleveland. Their family history 
will be found in the Cleveland family. 


FLAT CREEK POST OFFICE 


I have enjoyed going there to mail letters, get stamps, 
etc., but the thing I have enjoyed most is talking with 
the Post Mistress, Mrs. Lona Ingram. The post office was 


After her death her sister Mrs. Muriel Miller, took her 
place. She resigned and her brother s wife, Lona Auxford, 
now Lona Ingram was appointed Post Mistress. After she 
retired Mrs. (Milner) Morris is now acting Postmaster. 
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Another post office I always enjoy going tom is Grays 
ville. Mrs. Adair is always . ; 
Pleasant word and smile. V5 TOady Ste RAC owes with 


FREDERICK BY: HUGH FREDERICK 


.. Ollie Frederick worked at Porter about 1929. He a 
family lived there about five or six years. Mr. and Men 
pant a the teachers and they taught the first si 
Hugh Frederick has been bringing the mail here sinc 
1949. Fee Plyler brought it before, Mr. Copeland Youngs 
before Mr. Plyler, Mr. Glover before Mr. Young and Mr, 
Tilson was the first to bring it. That was about 1908. 
O1ite eect. raeoe SME tte a this wor 
*¢ rick marrie ie Gran : 
are: 1, Bazel was killed in Mules Mines in 1037. He ee 


. Jack is married. Their children are Sherrie and 
another. j 
4. James is in the Army and is in Germany. ; 
5. Faye married Vernon Veyers. Their children are 
Gayle and Billy. 


GODFREY 


James Wiley Godfrey born November 25, 1872 married 
Lucille Woodruff, born April 6, 1886. Their children are: 
1. William Edward, born September 8, 1904; 2. Essie Mary 
Frances. born December 5. 1906: 3. Georgia Mavis, born 
June 1, 1908; 4, Gladys dead; 5. James Roy, born May iy 
1913; 6. an infant boy dead; 7. Mamie Ursaline, named 
for Mammie West and Mable Adkins, born January 31, 1916; 
8. Clara Geneva, horn December 1, 1919, 

William & married first Ada Catherine Click, mar- 
October 20 1925. They had one boy, born October 4, 
Bee. Faye born February 2, 1928. Ada died February 


928. 

econd marriage to Lucille Bucklew. Their children are: 
) Gerald Edward, born May 14, 1932; (2) Wendell Douglas; 
) can’t recall the name; (4) Caro 

ril 6, 1940. ; ‘ 

2. Essie married Jessie Reginald Foster. They have one 
n, Arthur Reginald, born a 1, 1942. ‘ 

3. Mavis married Bernice Black. Their children are: (1) 
Larry Neal, born August 5, 1933; (2) Shirley Bernice, born 
August 26, 1935. These children are by a former marriage. 
Roy married Hilda Merkel. They have:-a boy, Jerry 


yn Jeanette, orn 


Wayne. 

5. Mammie married Wallace KE. Leatherwood. Their child- 
ren are: (1) died September 7, 1935; (2) Sherrill Delna; 
born November 19, 1936; (3) boy died: (4) Bonita Glow, 
born April 19, 1942;' (5) Bobby Reece, born June 19, 1944. 

6. Clara married (April, 1936) J. E. Pesnell. They have 
a boy Jimmie, born July 23, 1940. 

Essie’s boy, Arthur married Dorothy Hines. They have a 
baby girl, Tammy Lynn born January 4, 1965. Arthur is a 
sergeant in the Army. 


FRY BY: HELEN FRY HILL 


Frederick Edward Fry married Ida Mable Weddington. 
Their children are: 1. Frederick Benjamin, 2. Mary Eliza- 
beth, 3. Stanley Allen, 4. Helen Borothea. 
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_1.. Frederick Benjamin married Juanita Lucille. T 
Bear oh are: (1) Benny Fred, (2) Mary Sue who bead at 
e age of six years, (3) Freddie Joyce. 

(1) Benny Fred lives in Clovis, Mexico and is married 
Pe 6 rl named Shirley. They have one child, Tracey 
2. Mary Elizabeth who lives in Houston, Texas married 
nald Earnest. Their children are: (1) Dorothy Elizabeth, 
) Lucinda Alice, (3) Stanley Earnest. 

3. Stanley Allen who lives in Hatch, N.M. married 
arbara Thomason. Their children are: ide Sandra Kaye (2) 
tanley Allen, Jr., (3) Bryan Edward, who lives in Here- 
ord, Texas. 
_ 4. Helen Borothea married Willie C. Hill. Their family 
meee? is found in the Hill family. They are my close 
eighbors. 


GOOLSBY BY: MRS. FLORA GOOLSBY 


.S. R. (Ross) Goolsby, Jr. married Flora Dillard. Their 
hildren are: 1. Hugo, 2. Billy, 3. Mildred. Their first 
hild died. 

1. Hugo married first Roxie Evans. Danny is their boy. 
is second marriage was to Marie Wood. 

2. Billy married Bettye Bowling. Jayne is their dau- 
hter. Ross died in 1939. 


EVANS BY: MILLARD EVANS 


| Robert Russell Evans married Lucy Nichols. Their 
hildren are: 1. Frank, 2. Floy, 3. a baby who died, 4. 
Aillard, 5. Maudie, 6. Lawrence, 7. Robert, Jr. 

4, Millard married Lillie Mae Scott. They have no 
phildren. | ; : 

5. Maudie married John Gioello. Their son is (1) Johnie 
Jr. whose wife is Virginia Sharpe. They have three child- 
ren. 

d 6. Lawrence married Florence Pinion. Their children 
me: 41) LM... JT.» {2) Alice Marie, who is married and 
has three children, (3) Norma Jean. 

7. Robert Jr. married Emma Lee Brasher. Their children 
are Frances Ann and Betty. They are both married. 


Steve Jim Evans married Minerva Hicks. Their children 
are: 1. Virgie, 2. Robert, 3. Cecil (deady, 4. Johnie, 6. 
Walter, 6. Mamie, 7. Velma who married a Mr. Romousier. 


FASON 


Thomas Roy Fason married Arilla Mahalla Tidwell. Their 
ildren are: ; 
at Nora Lee who married Tyre Trammell. Their children 
Betty Sue and Eula Jean. ; 
Pe (i) Betty Sue married Nauvella Brown. Their children 
are: §2) Harold Milton (Brownie), (b) Terry, (c) Howell, 

Lesia. ’ 

(2) Eula Jean married Charles Leddon, Their children 
are: (a) Catherine Lee (Cathy), (b) Jimmie, (c) Charles 
la Cynthia Suzanne, (e) John Joseph, |. 

9. Ted Arrille married Dura McDonald. Their children 
are: (1) Barbara, (2) Marlyn and Carolyn (twins), (3) Ted 
acer Barbara married Glenn Huey. Their. children are: 
Glenda Ann and Donnie Ted. | 

(2) opto ie married 5B) it. Veopyrs- 
Maryln marrie fe) . * 

ade bord uae married Raymond Eady. Their family history 
is in the Eady family. 
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FOSTER 


.Joseph Foster married Hannah Myles from England. 
children are: 1. J. Lewie who married Mar aret Uatng 
Their children are: (1) Beatrice and (2 Mildred, ; 
Naveen Beatrice married 0. M. Hubbard. They have a so 

(2) Mildred married Edmond Scott Sprague. They ha 
a son, Richard Scott, and a daughter, Dana Leigh. eh 
- Norman E. married Agnes Galloway. They have 
dau ners a AAT Wie winde 
I - Doris marrie e nston, Jr.. Her family h 
is found in the Winston family. PETE Ag: 






GASKINS BY: MARTHA LIPHAM ; 


Green Gaskins married Alice Pointer. Their childre 
are: 1. Martha, 2. Robert, 3. Charles, 4. Lily «sec Wile 
6. Helen, 7. Geneva, 8. Walter, 9. Laverne,’ 10. Velma 
11. sang 12. David. 

._J. Martha married James Thomas Lipham. Their famil 
history is found in the Lipham family history. 

2. Robert married Nioma Holt. Their children are: (1 
Warren, (2) Wayne, (3) Carolyn. 

3. Lily married Bill McNauty. Their children are: (1 
Larry, (2) Danny, (3) Judy, (4) Chessie. 

4. Chafles married Helen Williams. Their children are 
(1) Lenard, (2) Donna, (3) Richard, (4) Diana. 

5. William married Clela Bradshaw. Their children are 
(1) Bruce, (2) Ronald, (3) James, (4) Betty, (5) Barbara 
(6) Bonnie Lou. 

6. Helen married Alfred Holt. No children 

7. Geneva is not married. 

. 8. Walter married Joyce Boone. Their daughter’s nam 
iS ChpLeby< 
. Laverne married Wayne Helms. Their children are 
(1) Linda, (2) Cathy, 3). Pate. 
10. Velma married Bobbie Burton. Their children ar 
Kermit and eeey. “ 
Gary and David are not married, 


GILLESPIE BY: MRS. JOE WASLEY 


E. S. (Stanley) Gillespie married Hattie Bass. Thei 
children are: 1. Isham S., 2. Mary, 3. Thomas H., 4 Me 
Kinley, 5. Loise, 6. Margaret Elizabeth. 

1. Isham S. married Waunettia Browning. Their childre 
are: (1) Waunettia who married Dr. D. K. Clanton. The: 
have four children. , 

(2) Catherine who is married and has four children 

2. Mary married §S. W. Maxson. Their children are: (1 
Stanley W. who married Junot Bannister. They have 

ter, Janice who goes to Jacksonville State: Cole aas 
(2) Robert who married Margaret Clark. Their childre 
are: a. Clark, b. Craig. ? ; 
(3) Barbara married Jack Waller. Their children are 
ichael, b. Lynn, c. Tommie, d. Mary Kay. 


a. M 

3. Hiram (Tom) married Maggie Hood. They have a daug 
hter Marjorie who married r. Roy Ks Mitchell. Them 
children are Barry and Mark. ; ; ; 

4. McKinley first married LaBelle Wilson. Their child 
ren are: (1) Stanley, (2) Margaret Jo who married Charle 
D. Whitfield. Their children are: (a) Sandra Gay, (b 
Chuck, (c) Carol. McKinley second married Lois Wilson 
Clark is their child. 

5. Loise married H. R. Hogan. 


6. Margaret married Joe Wasley. Their children ar 
JoAnn and Jimmy (James Thomas). . ; : 

(1) JoAnn married Donald E. Davies. Their childre 

are: -(a)) Debras Ann, (Gb) Donan’ (Donniike:)), ed. Pat, 4 GG) Davy ime 


oS 










") ri 


1) Diane, (e) ag ho dN a Danny. rig 
Jj y marrie argare arol Handley. Their 
ildren are: ao Tonrie CI,° T., Jr. 
ore Cal Ge itercr: 1 .fn, VI.) , <by vonnhy, (¢) 
y grandmother was Rutheria Watson. My grandfather was 
pas h 





an Bass. 
y Aunt Ruth Attaway married Thomas Bass. She lives at 


seeds ol the old Bass place. Their children are Thomas and 
Maury who died when young. 


GLOVER BY: NELSON GLOVER 


John Glover married Louise Byrd. Their children are: 

1. Mary who married Andy Higgins. Their children are: 
(1) Troy who married Thelma Turner, (2) Harvis who mar- 
bee Avery Hicks, (3) Burgie who married Lurley Hicks, (4) 

erschel, 4 Baptist Preacher who was pastor at one time 
of Williamsburg Baptist Church, who married Mae Fortiner, 
(5) Vernie who married Mary Lee Salter. 

2. Mandy Frances who married Manley Vines, Their. . 
children are:(1) Erskine who married a girl whose last name 
was Hicks, (2) Herschel who married Jewel Parker, (3) 
Essie who married W. T. Estes, (4) Edna who married Tom 
Chamberlain, (5) Hoyt who married Eula Johnson, (6) Horace 
who married Betty Tennyson, (7) Carl who married Grace 
Quinn, (8) Alma who married Grace Dabbs, (9) Velma who 
married Claude Salter. ; 

3. Mattie married Baines Hawthorn. Their children are: 

(1) Kenneth who married Trudy Skinner, (2) Tolliver who 
married Mamie Skinner, (3) Hubert. : 
4. Buddy married Geneva Snow. Ethel is their daughter. 
5, Sarah married Ervin Glover. Their children are: 
‘Nelson who married Nellie Hicks, (2) Henry who mar- 
d Lillian Bailey, (3) Harold who married Mary Minyard, 
anila who married Troy Manning. 


Q 


) 

6. Columbus married John Higgins. Their children are: 
) of ak who married Horace Massey, (2) Gladys who 
rried Dalton Clayton, (3) Louise, (4) Melton who marr- 
d Louise Gunn, (5) Jack. , 

7. Dewey married Edna Skelton. Their children are: 

) Lloyd who married Doris Henderson, (2) Wesley who 
rried Charlotte Hicks, (3) Malene who married L. R. 
asley, (4) Louise who married Rouel McCain, (5) Jimmy 
who married Gullene Meredith, (6) Joyce who married Eugene 
Harris, (7) Lois died, (8) Mignon died. 

8. Miles. . 

9. Marion who married Sarah Ann Franklin. Their child- 
ren are: (1) Thomas who married Lena Corley Wooten, (2) 
Amanda married a Mr. Beck. They have a daughter, Carol 
Lynn, (3) George married Hettie Salter. Their children 
are: (a) Verla, (b) Cleon, (Cc) Maggie married Troy Glaze, 
(d) Jewell married Paul Glaze, (4) Albert, (5) Lee married 
in Hawaii (6) John, (7) Jane, (8) Cordellia. These raat 
three children all died young. 


GODFREY BY: H. B. MURPHREE 


Monroe J. Godfrey married Dora M. Rolls. Their children 
are: i, Lynn; 2 Fiora, 3. Gilmer, 4. Mildred, 5. Jewel, 
6. Curtis. } ; : 

1. Lynn married A. C. Repsis.. THeLT children are: (1) 
Lynn, (2) Cecelia, (3) Chuck. . ; ‘ 

9. Flora married H. B. Murphree. Their history 15S found 
in the Murphree family history. 

“ a5 Glimey married a girl named Hilda. Their children 
are: (1) Butch, (2) Patsy, 3) Gilmer, Jr., (4) a baby, I 
do not recall its name. a A 

4. Mildred married Donald Laose. They are missionaries 
in Guiena, Africa. Their children are: (1) Elizabeth, 
(2) Loire, (3) Denese. vee 










5. Jewel deceased at 13 years of age. 
6. Curtis married a ctrl yh Sante q 
are: (1) Dean, (2) Jimmie, (3) Becky. 


GODFREY BY: MRS. LATYS DELAVEGA 


_Dawson Godfrey married first America Parsons. ir 

nb’ Yas F24 S el et Bette 3. Ruthie, 4. Ray. Bhi: 
. a marrie uther Murfey. They have r S 

and a daughter. I do not know their names. rea ieee 
: tet is ets. ete do a ae to whom. 
. ie marrie avi oyer. Their chi ; 

(By Renda, -eetatoe ¥ hildren are: (1) 
(1) Eva married Billie Gamble. 
(2) Agnes married Gurley Dabbs. 
(3) Joe is married but _I do not know to whom. 
. Ray married Claudie Tidwell. They have a son, J.D. 
aie Pe daughter. 

Jawson’s second marriage to Amanda (Minnie fe) ‘ 
Their children are: 1. Mamie, 2. er hag kee t 
twin girls, Lula and Lela, 5. Earl, 6. Willis, 7. a baby) 
girl who died. 

1. Hubert, deceased, married a girl named Mertice., 
Their children are: (1) Sarah Ruth, deceased; (2) Carl who 
died in 1965. Carl _ married Johnie Joyce Baltzer. Theirg 
children are Linda Joyce and Wanda Elaine. 

2. Wiley married a girl named Wilma. Their children 
are: (1) Jean, (2) Tommie, (3) Donnie. ( 

3. Lula married James Hallmark. Their children are (1) 7 
Mary Ethel and (2) Ann, 

4. Lela married Obie Smith, deceased. Their children 
are: (1) Harold, (2) Lynn, (3) Robert. 

5. Earl, deceased, married May Bell. Porch. Theigz 
children are: (1) infant boy, deceased, (2) Thomas Earl. 

6. Willis married a girl named Bernice. Their children 
are Betty and Carolyn. 


GOLDEN BY: MAVIS COOPER AND MAE SELLERS 


Pink Golden married Pamelia Hancock. Their children 
are: 1. Alma, 2. Myrtie, 3. Fletcher, 4. Mae, 5. Colvin. 

1. Alma married Wesley Reed. Their children are Hershel 
and Carl. 

9. Myrtie married George Quinn. Their children are: 
(1) Clyde, (2) Aughnet, (3) Wallace, (4) Robert, (5) Leon, 

. Kietchner married ida Mae Andrews. No children. 


as 

4. Mae married Milton Sellers. Their children are: (1) 
Jewel Dean, (2) Margureite, (3) Johnie Sue, (4) Warren, 
(5y Ral 7 
7 5, doivin married Pauline Wood. Their children are: 
(1) Douglas and (2) Jean. 


GOOLSBY BY: MRS. JOHN (WILLIE MAE) GOOLSBY 


John Goolsby married Willie Mae Johnston., They had 
three children: 1. Nellie Mae; 2. Marvin, 3. Mary. 

1. Nellie Mae married Huey Smith. Huey died about 18 
years ago. They had four children. (1) Dorothy who married 
Glen Lacey. They had two children, Glen and Tim. | 
Later after Huey’s death Nellie married Sam Williamson who 
died three years after their marriage. , 

9. Marvin married Louise Pierce. They had 8 children: 
T}. Carol, (2) Joyce and (3) Jimmie, twins; (4) Margaret, 
5) eri aave sis (6) Johnie Mae, (7) Gerald, (8) Reda. None 
re married. : 

(2) Bobbie Nell (Nellie Mae’s daughter) married Ernie 
id. Their children are: (a) Larry, (b) Donna Kaya" (c) 

i 


(3) Sue (Nellie’s daughter) married Bob Sullivan. 
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hey ‘have four childrer 

(d) ny Ble ON af n (a) Cathy, (b) Susan, (c) David, 
ae illy (Nellie’s son) married 

They have two children: (a) aeons aan On Marko Ruth. 
(yah MaTed Robert vines, They have tio children: 
‘ j 3 « or 5 @an. fe) . 
Bobby Whitehouse. Brenda Jean is their daughter. ct ae 


GOOLSBY 


Ross (S.R., Jr.) Goolsby married Flora Dillard. Their 
children are Hugo and Billy. Mildred, ied. 
Das the aldest child POS aes ante wh uee tee 


mE Hugo married ‘first Roxie Evans. They have a boy, 
His second marriage to Marie Wood. 
TRA Billy married Bettye Bowling. They have a daughter, 
Ross died in 1939. 
Flora lives at Hamilton, Alabama. 
GORDON BY: DIMPLES WILLIAMS 


Howard Gordon married a girl named Louise. They have 
three children: 1. Jerry, 2. Jack Sandra. i 


2 
4 1. Jerry married a girl named Willcanos. They have a 
oy. , 
2. Sandra married Jerry Williams, my son. They lived 


here several years but now live in Belgrade, Florida. 





GREER BY: JOHN ERSKINE GREER 


John Erskine Greer married Della Mae Cofield. I work 
for Wimberly and Thomas Hardware Company, Birmingham. John 
Erskine is our son. He is in the sixth grade at Cooley 
School. I was born at Flat Creek, July 24, 1909. Dr. John 
Snow was the doctor. Della Mae was born near Double 
Springs in Winston County. John E. our son was born in 
St. Vincent Hospital. December 2nd he will be twelve years 
old. I was in the Merchant Marines from 1942-48. I Saw a 
large part of the world during this time. Della Mae worked 
at Pascagoola Ship Fares Mississippi during the Second 
eres War, also at the National Biscuit Company in Memphis, 

ennessee. 


GRIFFIN 


John K. Griffin married a-girl named Flora. Their 
children are: 1. Louise, 2. John, Jr., 3. Curley, James 
C., 4. Horace, 5. Howard, 6. Geneva, 7. Neailta, 8. Jimmy 
Ann, 9. Jackie Sue, ; 

1. Louise married a man whose last name is Stapleton, a 
Major in the Army. They are now in Korea. Their children 
are: (1) Del who is in the Army, (2) Lou Ann, (3) John. 

9. John Jr. married Edith Brown from Montgomery. They 
have two boys: (1) Tony and (2) Randy. ! ; 

3. Curley married Adell Bailey from Sipsey. Their 
children are: (1) Patti, (2) Vickie, (3) Jimmie Dell. 

4. Horace married Eloise Bowing. Their children are: 
(1) Phillip and (2) Susan. f ; 

o rey recess ear eae peopel. ace from Sipsey. Their 
haya are: ( Steve an effeary. ; ‘ 

__6. Geneva married Paul Phillips from Sumiton. Their 
@hildren are: (1) Gregory, (2) Paulia. ; A 
-~* 7%, Neailta married Dave Bowman. They live in Buntsville 
and their children are: (1) Michael, (2) Patricia, (3). 
Mary. 

~ 8. Jimmy Ann works for Southern Bell. ; 
9. Jackie Sue married aha Watts. Their children 






are: (1) Lee Ann and (2) Kim 


Mr. Griffin moved to Sumiton after retiring as manager 
of Porter store for eight years. i 


GRIFFITH 


Arzo Alexander Griffith married Mary Hazel Mathews. 
Their children are: 1. Hilda Lucille, 2. Herman Eldridge. ~ 

1. Hilda married Durwood McCroary. Their history is in 
the McCroary family. | 

2. Herman married Sarah Jacqueline Spradley from Tifton, 
Georgia. Their children are: (1) Janet Marie who marrie 
Ralph Mauldin from Houston, exas, (2) John Allen, (3) 
Nina Gayle, (4) Alexander Dewey. 


HANCOCK BY: MRS. G. E. HANCOCK 


Bert Hancock, a grandson of Hardy Hancock, married 
Annie Violet Smith. Their children are: 1. Bessie, 2. 
Grace, 3. Clinton, and 4. Garland. 

; Grace married Lasn Hogan. Their son Albert is mar- 
ried and has two children: (1) Carl and (2) Frances. 

2. Clinton married Cora Wadkins. Their children are: 
(1) H. C., (2) William Joseph, (3) Glen, and (4) Ann. 

3. Bessie married Roy Snider. They have a son J. D. 

4. Johnie married Nannie Lee Stewart, Their children 


are: (1) Peggy who married Winford McArley. They have a 
daughter, Marie Annette, 

(2) Terry R. t , 

(3) Gordon who married Janice Bradley. Their children 
are Gregory Allen and Mechell. 

_ (4) James Marco who married Loretta Dickey. They have 

a ulitthe sirl » born, July iv. aoe 

(5) Talmadge married Pat Horton. 


(6) Thomas and (7) Douglas go to Hueytown School. 
Julia Hancock, Bert’s sister, married Joseph Wade. 
Their children are Myrte and Ted. 


Dr. James F. Hancock practiced at Crocker Mines. There 
are three of the children living, Grover who lives at 
Concord, J. L. who lives at Gardendale, Mrs. Della Shell 
who lives at Brookside. 


HANES 


Melvin Hanes married Louella Allen. Their children are: 
1. Betty Jo, 2. Alpha Jean, 3. Melvin, Jr., 4. Bobby Nell. 

1. Betty Jo married Booker Reid. 

aa pe it Jean married Ralph Deadwilder. 

3. Bobby Nell married Tommie Treadwell. 


HARBIN 


Louis Harbin married Frances Baker. They had € children 
1. Leonard, 2. Roxie; 3. Will, 4. Vester, 5. Mary; 6G. 
Arthur. The last two are living. . 

Arthur married Mamie Johnston. There were no children. 
Arthur was born in Berry, Alabama. 


HARKEY 


John T. Harkey married Nina Moore. Their children are: 
1. Grace married Clarence Davis. After Clarence’s death 
Grace married Bryant Barrow, 
Ozella married Travis Jones. y 
3. Belton married Mary Howard. Their child 
Billie Jean who married Marcell Papsian, (2) 
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Sue who married a man who last name is Cook, (4) Jimn | 

; mie. 

® 4 Ollie liiechet1. Their c didren are: 

(1) Ray who marziod Anner te toy was mitried Jerry Bates, 
I ’ atsy who m ¥r 

Ply hatkey, (8). David. y arried Jerry Bates, — 
John T., Jr. married Eva Barnett. 

-Estell married Chester Counts. 

James Leonard died. 


* Helen married Walter Daughn. Their child : 
(1) James Edward, (2) Robert Dennis, (3) pita are 


6 
7 
8 


HARRELL CONTRIBUTED BY MILDRED SAWYER 
4820 Bellevue, Anniston, Alabama 


Maylene, Alabama, January 14th, 1957: 
Dear Mrs. Sawyer: 


Your letter of inquiry received. Will sa I know the 
family of Harrells very well. That is Uncle George’s 
family as my father married Laura Jane Harrell when I was 
about four or fives years old so you see she reared me and 
lived until I was married and had five children. Of course, 
I heard her speak often of her brothers and sister. She 
had only one sister who was Emaline who married a Mr. 
Sellers. The only time I ever saw her she was living near 
Pratt City, I believe. My ste mother never or seldom ever 
mentioned her. She was much older than my mother as we all 
called our stepmother. 

George Harrell moved away from Helena and lived on a 
farm in Jones Valley for a couple of years then to Pratt 
oa tP: He and Aunt Jane both died there. George Harrell’s 
father and mother are buried in Helena Cemetery. His name 
was Ely. His wife was Rachel McClane or McLean. He had a 
covered marker on his grave until an awful tornado which 
swept eg ATL this section and destroyed the town of 
Helena in 1932 or 1933, killing several people. It broke 
the top and shattered the whole thing. Might find the date 
on the pieces, but I know they were born and maybe reared 
in South Carolina. Mrs. Sawyer, why don’t you write Emma 
Munn or Ada Hyde? Mrs. Munn was next to the oldest one of 
George’s and Jane’s family. Emma lives in Cleveland, Tenn. 
and Ada, the youngest girl is living in Birmingham, Ala. 
or was the last time heard from her a year ago, Mrs. 
W. E. Hyde, 2336 20th Street, Birmingham. I know they came 
from South Carolina, ; 

I heard my mother Laura say many times, they came to 
Alabama from South Carolina. mma is quite old, but I am 
sure she and Ada can give you some information about this. 
Mrs. Sawyer, I remember Dod as he was called very well. 
pe was mv, favorite al 8G he wes his Aunt Laura’s favorite. 

have met your mother ink one time at your Aunt Lucy’s 

I would be glad to help you more if I could, I did not live 

near them and of course didn’t know the older generation 

Re Nadas la at Harrell died soon after Laura married my 
ather. 

As to the ferry you mentioned, my stepmother and Grand- 
mother Harrell ran that after all the men 1n the family 
were gone during the Civil War. Jim was there Ably of the 

i lotte and her 
daughter, Ellen who belonged to Grandmother Harrell. Those 


whom they hired to work ob ee ‘ey no Coy A SaaS S t 
affair. The Harrells., that_is the 0 ones, came to 
Al ebana from South Carolina. Ely and his wife, Rachel are 
buried in Helena, Alabama, but no marker 1S on Rachel’s 
or Ely’s BDAY Ss pod’s father and mother died and were 
caried in Pratt City. My stepmother, Laura, was buried in 

Helena Casebery. : ; 
Captain John Harrell’s family were destroyed in the 

pi a 


at all as this was Lon 
you contact Emma Munn ah 





a year ago. Ada is the youngest girl of the George Harrell 
family as you proveuty now. 

You asked if I or any member of my family were con- 
nected with the |Harrells.. No, my father was A. C. Ross 
and he married Miss Laura Harrell, whom you might call an 
old maid and she never had any children. Your Aunt Lucy 
Smith tried to get information and dates about he stAMie? s 
but never did. As she also wanted to find if she would be 
able to join the DAR, but I am sure she never did as I was 
with her a great deal in her last years as she seemed like 
my own cousin. 

Hoping you get the information you want. 


Sincerely; 

Mrs. Ella Dunnam 
Maylene, Alabama 
Route 1, Box 101 


March 8, 1957 
My Dear Bertha and George: 


I am still working on the family tree and have uncovered 
oaks a bit more information about the Harrell side since 

wrote you last. Mama said George was so interested in 
his es Bde thought I would keep his informed. The 
more I delve into the type and character of the pioneer 
stock we decended from, the prouder I am of whom I came 
from and of our lineage. In order not to confuse you we 
will first talk about Grandma, Lydia Jane Wyatt, my fa- 
ther’s mother. Lydia Munn was named for her. I went to 
the new section of the Pratt city Cemetery the other day 
with Mama and Alden and located her grave, also her hus- 
band’s, George Erastus Harrell, tombstones can tell you a 
great deal. These told me that Lydia_Jane was born WL 7g 
1841, was married to George E. Harrell January 8 1861 and 
died May 24, 1904. The insigna of the Order of the Eastern 
Star was on her stone. George E. Harrell’s stone stated 
that he was born in Alabama March 31, 1837, died May 15, 
1896. He had an insigna of the Masonic Order inscribed on 
his tomb. From this we know the high character of these 
two individuals. Lydia Jane was the daughter of Lucinda 
Meredith who married William Wyatt. Her grandfather’s name 
was David Meredith, his wife’s name was Sarah (last name 
unknown). Now I have not been able yet to ascertain this 
information, but it was either David Meredith’s brother 
or his son, brother to Lucinda, who was the founder of the 
Alabama College in Montevallo. His name I think was Dr. 
William Meredith. I have written to the college for a copy 
of his family lineage and when I get it will let you know. 
Dr. William Meredith (whether Lucinda’s uncle or brother) 
had another brother whose name was Jasper Newton Meredith. 
That is where you get your name George Jasper from Lucinda 
Meredith, your great grandmother, brother or uncle, w 
will find out later. The habit of passing family names on 
down from generation to generation has helped me a great 
deal in tracing ancestors. You see your own mother’s name 
was Martha Lucinda also yoRgoee ® a daughter named Meredith 








— 


I am glad you have carried the name on down for it is a 
peng carry proudly when you know the type people they 
“Now Jasper Newton Meredith married a lady, I have for- 
gotten her last name, but I was talking to her grand~ 


daughter in Birmingham the other day and she said her 


grandmother’s name was Ellen and her grandfatner’s name 
was Jasper Newton Meredith and he was a brother to Dr. 
William Meredith. This lady’s name was Mrs. J. A. Dupree 
from Bush Hills, near Clarice. We have a common ancestor 


*with her family. She is writing me all she knows about 


the family line. Now Lydia Jane had several other brothers 
and sisters: Bitsy Pledger, David who was a Presbyterian 
minister, John who settled in Coffee County, Texas and has 
a daughter named Emily, William a brother was killed in 
The Civil War, Jim another brother who fought at the 
Battle of Missionary Ridge in Tennessee and lost his .le 
as a result. Jim was the father of the following boys an 
girl: Dr. V. L. Wyatt (deceased, Dr. R. L. Wyatt, Atlanta, 
Georgia, Dr. T. C. Wyatt, Knoxville, Tennessee, Dr. W. C. 
Wyatt, Biloxi, Mississippi, Dr. D. R. Wyatt, Eden, Ala., 
Dr. J. D. Wyatt, Carbon Hill, Alabama and Mrs. Roxie 
Bledsoe, Birmingham, Alabama. Jim had six boys all Bap- 
tist ministers and one girl. After Jim, Lydia Jane had a 
sister named Susan and one named Amelia. After Lydia 
Jane’s mother died, William Wyatt, her father married 
again and had a second set of children. He married a woman 
by the name of Nash and by her a son named George, I have 
been in correspondence with Mrs. Bertie Wyatt Griffin, who 
is from Maylene. Alabama, She is George’s daughter and she 
would be a half-sister to Lydia Jane, our grandmother. 
Bertie writes me that near Maylene there is a cemetery 
called the ‘ ‘Meredith Cemetery’” also the Meredith home 
tcl is next door to her. The house has been remodeled, 
ut original logs are still there. The Wyatt homeplace is 
about two miles from there, where her son lives, It has 
been in the family for 125 years. She said we are a real 
pioneer family, our grandfather helped cut this road known 
as the Montevallo Elyton Road. Bertie says besides George 
tht father) alt A he William Wyatt had a daughter named 
ary who married a LeCroy, Martha who married Jim Griffin 
and a son named Fount. I know this must be confusing but 
when you see it on a chart you will understand. I plan to 
make the chart when I get all the information together. I 
was over in Birmingham in what is known as the Old Sou- 
thern Room (Library) and asked the librarian to help me 
trace my ancestors. That all I knew about them was there 
was first a David Meredith cake Ud deih to be a Welsh descent 
who had married a Sarah. I did not know another thing 
about them other than they were supposed to be from Vir- 
ginia. She went to a drawer and brought me out a huge 
blueprint, it unrolled to about four yards long.It traced 
the Meredith family from their arrival in the first shi 
and mentioned that Thomas Meredith was the immigran 
ancestor. He had three sons William Meredith, George 
Meredith and Samuel Meredith. This family tree was Pin ey 
only the lineage of Samuel Meredith, Sr. who owned lan 
in New Kent County, Virginia in 1683 and had two sons 
Thomas Meredith, Jr. and Robert Meredith who in turn owned 
land in St. Paul’s Parish, New Kent County, Virginia In 
1731 and in 1707. This chart did not show lineage of 
William nor George Meredith, said records of the New Kent 
County in Virginia were destroyed but they were granted 
land in New Kent County, Va. from 1656 to 1682 for trans- 
porting persons to the world. I am convinced that our 
ancestor David Meredith was the son of one of these men, 
all I have to do now is prove it by census records. Some 
time when your in Spa Lh o to this room and look at 
this chart. It is terribly interesting. Another record Il 
ran down while there was that David Meredith’s name was 
349 





was held on Tuesday, 25th day of pees hr i 
asia -1f fPeaste 


find anything else. Meredit 
. your daughter, 
had g friend, who ney something on! the Meredith, tamiiy. 
never heard. I would like to cnowidetc bextra hs bi trey 
and her family aside right now 1 ae eat a Hie 
ancestory of her husband, the Le ¥, ser tty Pet ude 
pas we th tthe aay 5 you meter haned the fener rp tae 
you before the information fo i 
tombstone, that he wag a Mason, (is birth.” deach and 
; 3 : e la * menti 
pri Meters ey Lydia Jane, gave ge Hauonane 
. ] ena resident, Mrs. Ella Dun 
Aunt Ludy’s friend to write to conc 7 ‘tect 
an enclosing a eae or inae VF phe. «be the ‘Harrells.. 
Ze, makes me so sad to think that Ge 
Oe ee father and mother’s graves now Lia aitaaned | 
aots e storm destroyed their markers, but that is where 
Cove tec! tae ae etn nCheated 19; FUTEEE in the Helena 
, i one oO er letters, .I mi 
my bt: Pa ie and pees Mp the fragments of the See an 
P ece em together and find some names and dates on them 
. soon as the weather gets warmer I plan to visit this 
p BE eh ee Bp the old Meredith homeplace. I do wish it were 
ree le for us to have their graves marked again. I think 
Pus ae plain concrete marker wouldn’ t cost much. I wrote 
the Department of Archieves and History to ascertain 
about George Erastus’ Civil War record, if any, I got a 
AS RSE EA TAOROET ORE RED Director and he said: 
ring to your request for the Confederate Mili- 
Rees Record of George Erastus Harrell the Merete 
Ree ek eAnenCe from 1863-64, filed here shows George KE. 
arrell served as a constable, Shelby County and was 
exempt from military service.’’ But they did send me the 
wat record of his brother ‘ ‘private letters filed here 
: ow William V. Harrell, Captain, Co. B. Lewis’ Indepen- 
ent Calvary Battalion. He enlisted at Blount Springs, 
Alabama, in July 1862. No detail service given.’’ I Can 
join the U.D.C. on his brother’s record, but since George 
Frastus was emnloved as a Civil Service employee (con- 


1 
stables are_public officials), I think I can joi 
U.D.C. on his records as they aljow vUlvil Whanracte: 
eligibility for JOLNT ARS The Bist oy of March is George 
Erastus’ birthday and am on that day going to file my 
application to join the U.D.C, to pay tribute sto fare 
memory. I hope I am allowed to join on his Civil Service 


Record. George Erastus the 31st day of March will be 120 
years old. Someone told me Louise Merkle had looked up all 
these records before I wrote to her, but never got an 
answer. 

Now George Erastus had the following brothers and 
sisters: Emaline Louis, Captain John Harrell, who was a 
Captain on Red River Boat in Texas and who was destroyed 
in the Galveston horror (hugh tidal wave), another brother 
Ely William, who was discharged from Civil War with the 
rank of Major. Laura Jane who married Andy Ross of Bess- 
emer and George Erastus who married Lydia Jane Wyatt. 

George, a funny think happened after I received this 
letter from Mrs. Dunnam telling me about this Captain 
John and his family being destroyed by the tidal wave 
called the Galveston Horror. Mr. Sawyer, my husband gets 
a monthly magazine for men called “'prue’’|, and inthe 
March edition there appeared an article and picture called 
the ‘‘Great Galveston Disaster’’. I hope you will get the 
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9) ae ri 

magazine and read the article and know that your ver 

pitiee end his whole family was lost in it. At you pl 5 

get it now on the newstand, you can order it for 35¢ from: 
‘True’’, Fawcett Publishing Co., Fawcett Building, Green- 

_ Wich, Conn. Be sure and ask for the month of March. It is 

| aes pee 54. I bought one ony to send to Mrs. Dunnum. 
Well, I hope this is not too difficult for you to read. I 

know lots of interesting stories to tell about the famil 
but will have to save it until I can come down and spen 
a weekend with you all. I wish George and you could get up 
there to the Helena Cemetery sometime and if you had some 
ready mixed concrete, het be able to put those 
markers back eb es ace t isn’t but a little way out of 
Birmingham. Well, I hope you all enjoy reading this if 
you can. 

Love to both of you. 

I love my people, 


.Mildred 


HAYWOOD BY: J. T. HAYWOOD 


John T. Haywood married Ruth E. Taylor. Their children 
Bem en GEOLTRE Wiss ge Sa Lay fs, Or UOHISe, 4. Jerry died 
when a baby. 

1. George W. Married Betty Chandler. Their children 
are: ((1) Michael, (2) Dianne, (3) Shelly, (4) Stephanie, 
(5) Michelle. George teaches in Fort Lauderd Florida. 
2. John T. married Peggy Sue Higgins. Their children 
are: (1) Denise (reany). oe RY Se Aes ha ee ee | 

3. Louise married Michael Griffin. Their chi 
(1) Dennis and (2) Connie Sue. 


© 
iy 
oO 


HAWKINS BY: IRMA HAWKINS 


James Edgar Hawkins (Ed) married Irma Lee Cawthorne. 
They have no children. Ed’s father was James Balyess 
Hawkins. His father was a descendant of the David Hawkins 
who came from Tennessee. They owned two thousand acres of 
land between Bessemer and Birmingham in the Jones Valley 
area. They lived near Hawkins’ Spring - it took its name 
from the Hawkins family. This spring furnished water for 
Bessemer for years. There is a Hawkins Cemetery near the 
tLe A plot given by David Hawkins to the Methodist 
Church for a cemetery. ; 

There mre Live children: 1, Ola Hawkins Parker, 2. 
Etta Hawkins Dean, 3. Anna Hawkins Power, 4. Fred Bayless 
Hawkins, Jr., 5. James Edgar Hawkins. 

i. Ola married Jess Parker. They have two daughters, 
Sarah and Judith. Judith married Lee Roy Stanton. He is a 
Colonel in the Air Force in the Pentagon. During World War 
II he flew many of the boys over seas on transport planes 
for the first invasion. There are three children: a,Roy, 
Jr., b. Judith Ann, c. and a baby. Judith died about the 
age of three. : 

(2) Sarah married a man whose last name is Beatty 
who ran for governor of South Carolina. 

The bodies from the Hawkins Cemetery were moved to the 
church cemetery. The land that was granted for the Hawkins 
private cemetery was taken by the church. 

At the time Sarah married her husband he was State 
Comptroller. j 

. Etta married John Dean. They have no children. Etta, 
Ola and Fred are deceased. Fred was a World War I, veteran 

-in the 32nd division which was the division that was cut 
from the supply line. They were in fox holes without food 
for a week. They survived the Baitle ot Alsace-Lorraine, 
Argonne, and Chateau-Teiiy. Fred was gassed and shell shock- 

oo 






ed during that time. He died in a veteran’s hospital ir 
Little Rock, Arkansas. A World War II veteran went beser 
in the hospital and injured him from which he later died 

3. Anna married Edward A. Power. There are no children. 
day ik Hawkins was the son of Williamson who is at East 

Williamson Hawkins swam his hogs across the Tennessee 
River on his way here. The hogs swam back across the river 
and they had to swim them back across again. 

During the time of the early settlers they obtained 
their food that they didn’t raise from Huntsville. They 
used horses and mules on wagon trains. 

On one of their trips to Huntsville the wagon train 
was delayed on account of a storm. They took refuge in a 
cotton shed which was babe small, Due to the small room 
they could not all be sheltered from the storm. One man 
was locked out and to get revenge he set fire to the 
cotton shed and ran everyone out in the storm. 

A fact that interests me is that Ed says the reason 
Hawkins Springs failed and they had to get water for 
Bessemer from Birmingham was due to the land being under- 
mined and the stream broke into the mine and when all the 
abandoned mines were filled with water the spring came 
back as strong as ever. 

Florence Wood Moss Hawkins went to Washington to trace 
as far as possible the Hawkins. She found that the Hawkins 
family were direct descendants of David Crockett. Her book 
is ‘‘Building Birmingham’’. 

Ed says the Burgins, Muse and his wife, the mother of 
Ed, Polly Metts and Irma and Etta came to Nichols Fish 
Trap on an outing. They built a big camp fire and slept 
on the ground. During the night a hog ran through the camp 
and disturbed everyone. They did not catch any fish. Polly 
Metts went on the trap and got a fifteen pound cat. Uncle 
Rob knew where the fish came from but said nothing. 

Ed burned up a motorcycle riding to Nichols Fish Trap. 
There were no paved roads. 


HEIFNER BY: MRS. WALTER (ELIZABETH) HEIFNER 


Walter Heifner was born November 2nd, 1914 in Piedmont 
Calhoun County, Alabama. His parents were Stephen and 
Nannie Heifner. His great, reat grandfather was Peter 
Heifner a native of Germany who came to America aS a very 
young man. In 1840 he bought one thousand acres of land in 
Choccolocco Valley. It extended from Choccolocco Creek on 
tT Sele 78 back to the mountains. On this tract of land 
Walter Heifner made his first home. At the age of five his 
family moved to South Alabama in Pet Neg i mle 2, His: family 
lived on a farm and made a very hard living. In 1931 they 
went to a Civil Conservation Camp #1419 near Camp Blanding 
Florida. For two years Walter made a living Ol ost es 
of ways for highways. In 1933 his family went to Chilton 
County where they farmed for three years. In 1936 he 
eet working for Southern Railroad. In 1938 ‘he was laia 
off by the railroad. At this time he came to Birmingham 
where he worked at sawmilling. 

In 1939 he married Elizabeth Langston from Jones, 
Alabama. She met him out in a pasture under a persimmon 
tree while he was with another girl. 

Their first child was a girl born in May, 1943. Her 
name is Eva Joyce. When she was four months old Walter 
was called back to work for the railroad, During that time 
being promoted from apprentice to mechanic. 

At this time a forty acre peach farm was bought. 

Another girl was born in the family, December, 1944. 
Her name is Sarah Nell. ; 

In July 1945 there was another lay off by the railroad. 
Our family moved again OED a lige where Walter worked 


an work ina 
ut decided to 





us in 1961. He and his wife are among our dearest friends 
_ Both of the girls finished high sc P i 
te Golddie wih g hool. Eva married 
Dr. A. B. Riser. When Sarah finished high school she went 
to college at the University Center at night and worked 
at The First National Bank in Birmingham. She married 


HERRMANN BY: PAUL HERMANN, JR. 


Paul A. Herrmann, Sr. married Mary F. Chambers. Their 
Children are: 1. Paul, Jr., 2. William Earl, 3. Sylvia. 
ly Paul, Jr. married Jean Gannaway. Their children are: 
1) Paul III, (2) Susan. Paul is the second generation 
rom Europe. Our father came from Alsace-Lorraine, Strass- 
burg. Our mother came from Ireland. There were many 
musicians in Mother’s family. 
2. William Earl married Jo Goforth. Their children are: 
(1) John E., (2) William Blair, and (3) a girl. 
_ 3. Sylvia married Dr. Robert L. Henderson who is in 
Viet Nam right now. They have two girls. 
John Herrmann, my granddaddy died at the age of 90 in 
1945. He came from Europe. My grandmother, Anna Gunst is 
still living at the age of 89 in Birmingham at 2527 North 
33rd Avenue. They came to America at the turn of the 
century. They lived near the Terminal Station where the 
Greyhound Bus Garage is now. They lived first in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., but came south for my grandfather’s health. 
He worked for the A.G.S. on Finley Avenue. There were 
four boys, only one is living now. Their names are: l. 
Edward, 2. Arnold, 3. Rudolph, and 4. Paul. 
1. Edward married Aunt Astriel and lived ih Madison, 
New Jersey. Their children are: (1) Paul, (2) Edward and 


(3) Laurl. Paul has twin girls and Laurl has three girls. 

. Arnold married Hazel Pfiester. Their children are 

ah thy and John. Dorothy works for a travel agency in 
ir 


Rudolph died youn 


2 
fe) 
mingham. John is married and has two boys and a girl. 
3 S 
4; Paul’'s family history has been given. 


ALABAMA PARSONS HICKS 


Alabama (Bam) Parsons married Berman Hicks. She was 
“act been Wite. Their children are: 1. ‘Fred; °2: Ester; 

a> 

1. Fred married Myrtle Beck. Their children are: (1) 
Ellen Catherine (Katy), (2) Fred, Jr. 

(1) Katy married Erskine Vines. Their children are 
a. Brinda and b. Pattie. 
(2) Fred, Jr. married Jimmie Snider. No children, 

29. Esther married Fred Jennings. They have one son 
Charles Perkins, ; ; 

3. Ola married Jasper C. Crim. Their children are: (1) 
James, (2) Elma, (3) Ann. Ann married Carl Short. They 
have a_son, Anthony. 4 

Uncle Berman partiad the first time, Sara Jane (Jennit) 
Vines. They have a son, Paskel, who died young. 

By: Katys Delavega 
Boo 


HICKS BY: MRS. LURLEY HICKS HIGGINS 







We’ ve lived most of our lives at Ree and 

attended this church all of our lives. Eight of the 
children have been saved here. 
All the children except one attended Porter Elementary 
School under Mrs. Bertha Smith and Mrs. Bertha Hill. The 
Children have had a lot of good times at Porter School 
being in Christmas plays and etc. They have always loved 
Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Hill. 

_ Lurley Hicks married Burgie Higgins. She has three 
Sisters, Frances Hicks, Nelly Glover and Bertha Blackston 
and four brothers, Thomas, Avery, Brison and Elijah Hicks, 
Burgie mie GET has three sisters, Trannie Trammel, Eula 
Oleson and Thelma Carrol and five brothers, Troy, Harris, 
Wilson, Vernie and Vershil Higgins. They have fourteen 
children: Doris, Christine, dna Mae, , Johnnie Hugh, 
Helen. Gay, Peggy, Burgie,2, Jr., Robert Earl, Wayne, 
Eddie Glennen, Andy, Gary, and Rodney. i 

Most of the children are married now, Doris married ~ 
Clarence Lively. Edna Mae married James Alexander, Johnnie 
Hugh married Loretta Clayton. Helen married Charles — 
Lawrence, Gaynelle married Edwin Lingo of Maxine, Alabama. 
Peggy married Charles Blanchard of Wilton Junction, Iowa. 
There are still five boys at home: Robert, Wayne, Andy, — 
Gay, and Rodney. 


HICKS 


Ed Hicks married Manerva Cooper. Their children are: 
1. Lou, 2. Fanny, 3. Martha, 4. Wesley, 5. Missouri, 6. 
Minnie and 7. Willie. : i 
- Lou married first George Carmichael. Their children 
are: Peete dele (2) Albert, and (3) Annie who died as a 
ild. 


young ch ‘ 
Lou’ s second marriage was to Tom Hogan. Their children 
are: (1) Lillian, (2) Esther, (3) Luther and (4) Ethel. 
‘1) Dannie’s wife’s last name was Thomas. 
(2) Lillian’s husband’s last name was Lemon. 
iF Esther married Lat Vines. 


Fanny married Ryle Higgins. Their children are: (1 
Jessie, (2) Clemie, and (3) Horace. (1) Jessie marrie 
Opal Glaze. Their boy is Jimmie. 

3. Martha married Jess Allen. \ : 

4. Wesley married Myrtle Leathers. Their children are: 


(1) Beulah, (2) Richard, (3) Minerva (nee TORO (4) 
Winnie, (5) Eldie, (6) LouBelle, (7) Alice, (8) onnile, 
(9) Veola, and (10) Flora Lee. ; } [ 

(1) Beulah married Luke Gaddis. Their children are 
Ruth and Mildred. Ruth is married. Mildred married John 
Lake. They have one boy. 

(2) Winnie married Charley Hank. 

(3) Eldie married Bertha Nichols. They have several 


children but I do not know their names, ; 
(4) Lou Belle married Claude Green. Betty is the name 
f e of«their girls. : : 
ee 5) Alice Narctee Hansel Sullivan. James is their 
son, : p 
(6) Lonnie married Blanch Kiker. They have a girl, 
Joyce, and the boys names is not known. ; ; 
(7)* Viola.merried Clayton Bunn. Theirycntl aren ace 
Pamelia and Randy. — 
(8) Flora Lee is married. J 
9) Will’ s family is in the Blackstons history. 
5. Missouri married Andrew Higgins. Their children are: 
Vada, .(2)..Bill,. and.(3) Jack. who Was ?ki lied sanimaae 
second World War, ; : 4 
(1) Vada married Tom McCarthy. Their children are: 
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1) 
fhe 


—_—_ 


a. perae anes b. Tommie Lou, and c. Dorothy. 
children: a. Missouri Janell, b. Fran 
Jean, d. Marcie Sue. They go to Colisy Hebee ike Teas” 


Thomas, ) 
(1) Elijah married Catherine PepOn Pa I do not know 


any of the children’s names exce 


ert * 
2) Lurley married Burgie Hi .t : h 
Higgins family history. ¥ AE ALA Sethi ess eaOny 
Avery married Catherine Alexander. Rudy Lane is 
their boy. 


GROVER HICKS BY: LATYS DELAVEGA 


Grover Hicks married Juanita (Jane) Voldez of Lorado, 
Texas. They had one adopted son, Jessie. Grover spent 33 
years in the Army. Juanita is deceased. 


HICKS BY: MR. & MRS. J. W. HICKS 


Jonathan Hicks married Caroline Lina Collier. Their 
children are: 1. Benjamin, 2. George, 3. Margaret, 4. 
Robert, 5. Ida, 6. Loula, 7. Jack, 8. John Wilford, 9. 
Della, 10. Ella, 11. Ruben. 

1. Benjamin married Mary Currier. Their children are 
Ruby and Clarence 

2. George married Cindy Cooper, Their children are: 
(1) Louie, (2) Delmar, (3) Hazel, (4) Jack. 

3. Margaret married George Goolsby. Their children are: 
(1) beg axe (2) Wilma, (3) Ruby. 


4. Robert married Sarah Vines. Their children are: (1) 
Velton 2) idl Le... 63), Bessie, (2) Ozzie, (5) Idella, 
(8) Meivin, (7) Elmer, (8) Jean, (9) Elsie, (10) Effie 
*‘*Honey’’ (11) Charles. 


les 
5. Ida-married Oll: Hardin. Their children are: 1) 
Robert, (2) Evelle, 3) Eunice, (4) Era Mae, (5) Lottie, 
(6) Troy. (7) Roy, (8) Lewis. ; 

6. Loula married William Early. Their children are: 
(2) Pelham, (2) Rilla, (3) Catherine, (4) Gracie, (5) 

ladys, (6)'Margratha, (7) Edith, (8) Floyd. 

7. Jack is married and lives in Atlanta. 

8. John Wilford married Alta Alexander. Their children 
are: (1) Mary Elizabeth,, (2) Virginia Ann, (3) John 
Wilford, Jr., (4) Helen Jane. 

(1) Mary Elizabeth married Earl Oliver. Their child- 
ren are: a. Gary Earl, bs John Mitchell, c. Mack Randall. 
(2) Virginia teaches math at West End High School. 
(3) John Wilford, Jr. married Irene Stefan. Their 
children are a. John Alexander, b. Susan. John Wilford, 
Jr. is a surgeon in Detroit, Michigan. 

(4) Helen Jane married John Hugh Turner. Their child- 
ren are: a. Johnie, b. Melissa Ann. 

9. Della married Will Wade. Their children are: (1) 
relate Mae, (2) Odell, (3) Owen, (4) William, (5) Annie 

Ou. 
10. Ella married Ernest Ross. Their child is Jo Ann 
who married a Mr. John. John, Jr. is their son. 

es Rehes at EET Lhe at Peete ait A hae et aD children are: 

1) Elma, arl an arline, wins. 

: Peyeink ats Ain France of spinal meningitis in 1918 dur- 
ing first world war. He was brought back and buried at 
Shady Grove with a military funeral. 
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September 12. 1918. : sepa Ps 
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VAN HICKS (DECEASED) BY: LATYS DELAVEGA 


Van Hicks married Bertha Higgins. Their children are 
(1) Wallis who married Pe Dison e > One son 
Danny Bruce. ahd et hd aah Can? 

(2° Robert Charles married Bobbie Bonner. 

(3) James Thomas married Betty Nichols. 

(4) Charles (deceased) first wife was Elizabeth Parsons, 
Their children are 1. Sara Nell and 2. Terry. 1. Sara 
Nell married Kenneth Beard. They have two daughters, 
Teresa and Sonja. 

Charles second wife was Lela Haygood. Their children 
are: 1. Joyce, 2. Fay, 3. Charles, 4. Lynn and 5. Cathy. 

5) Elsie married Loyace F. Vines. Their children are: 
1. Patricia who married John Clayton Click. Their children 
are: (a) Gergory, Cb) Monica, (cc) barry. 


WILEY HICKS (DECEASED) BY: LATYS DELAVEGA 


Wiley Hicks married Ethel Vines (deceased). Their 
children are: 1. Tolliver, 2. Pearl—Hicks Hare (deceased), 
3. Gladys Hicks who married First McLamon, second Glaze, 
4. Maultie, 5. Thomas Clyde, died as a baby. 

1. Tolliver married Mae Hogan, Their children are: 
Jimmie, (2) Billie, (3) Mae Emma, (4) Joan, and (5) 


( 
R 

(1) Jimmie married Joeann Parr. Their children are: 
rp Steven, b. twin girls Sandra Kay and c. Robbin Renay, 


oe, 
(2) Billie is not married. 
(3) Mae Emma married Don Hudson. They have three 
boys and one girl. ' 
2. Pearl married Morris Hare. Their children are: (1) 
James (Buster), (2) Barbara, (3) John, (4) Eugene, (5) 
Doris, (6) Mary Jane who was adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Fred 


) Barbara married Frank McDonald. Their children 

Sharren, b. Belinda, c. Robert, d. Jason. 

) John married a girl named Carol. Their children 

John and b. David. 

) Doris married Terry Fields. They have two boys. 

ladys married Durley McLamore. Their children are: 

ev. (2) Joyce Ann, (3) June, (4} Ellen, (5) a 
ied. Mr. McLamore died in 1941 in an accident 

an Mines. i 

Gladys married Henry Glaze. Their children are: 

(2) Pat, Moe Susan, (4) Randy. F i 

, tie married a girl named Juanita. Their children 

ps (1) Phyllis, (2) Joe, (3) Janice., (4) Su Sin, 9 Oe 


ISAAC NEWTON HICKS’ BY: LATYS DELAVEGA 


Isaac Newton Hicks married Mittie Vines. Their children 
e: 1. Lucille who married Frank Jett, 2. Roland, 3. 
rald James, 4. Cebal Jane who married a Franklin, 65. 
llace Dee, 6. Thaddis Warren, 7. Claudine who married a 
tham, 8. Thomas B. : / 

1. Lucille married Frank Jett. Their children are: (1) 
ilyn who married Kenneth Harold Nelson, (2) Richard, 

Norman Aaron. 
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, (1) Marilyn who married Kenneth Harold Nelson. Thei 
shildren are: a. Vineca Kathyleen, Soa 

‘Kenneth Richard, d.. Joe Ellen. > rR PSSA) FRE Sp 0 
; + Roland marrie €len Fecus. Their children are: (1 

j 

mento; (2) Donald Kent, (3) Kenneth Roland, (4) rianie 

3. Gerald James married Babs (nickname) Ansty. Their 
children (Gerald’s stepchildren) are: (1) Donald Ansty,° 
i Ricky (nickname) Ansty. Donald is married and has 

hree children, Ricky is married and has one child. 

4. Cebal Jane married Addison Franklin. Their children 
are: (1) Myra Joyce, (2) Juanita, (3) James Harvey, (4)° 
Brenda Gail, (5) Rebecca, (6) Suzanne. 

Myra ha A married Carey L. Hope. Their children 
debs Janice, b. ‘‘Cindy’’, c. Joyce, d. Karen, e. Baby 
_(2) Juanita married W. F. Knight. Their children are 
a. Vista and b. Wanda. 
(3) James Harvey married a girl named Connie. They 
have a baby girl. 

5. Wallace Dee married in Seattle, Washington. They 
have two sons, Nathan and Wallace. His wife’s name is 
Mary. He also had a son by a previous marriage, Charles. 

- Thaddis Warren married Mary Lou Snow. Their children 
are: (1) Stephen, (2) Craneford, (3) Lisa. j ; 

7. Claudine married Jessie C. Latham. Their children 
are: (1) Saundra and (2) Delores. 

(1, Saundra married a boy named Pete. They have a 
son, Jesse. 
{ &. Thomas B. married Lucille Wolfe. Their children are: 
ete carats Joyce, (2) Gloria Kay, (3) Joel, (4) Tadd 
ewton. 


HICKS BY: JOE SALTER 


John T. Vines married Lucinda 1h Sabet One of eir 
daughters, Sarah married Berryman Hicks. Their children 
are: 1, Isaac who married Mittie Vines. Their children 


(5) Cebel, (6) Gerald, (7) Roland, (8) Lucille. 
2. Lucy married Jessie McDonald. Their children are: 
(}? eet) oammre Lan. '(€3) Esther, (4) Mary,. (5) 


. Wyley who married Ethel Vines. 
Grover, 5. Paschal. 


are: (1) Thomas, (2) Claudie, iad Warren, (4) Wallace, 
1 


HICKS BY: MRS. BOBBY COOPER 


William (Uncle Billy) Hicks married Minnie (Cooper 
Morris. Their children are: 1. Alma, 2. Vera. 3. Elli 
died at the age of 2 years, 4. Hollis, 5. Bessie die 
about 4 years ago, 6. Gertie, 7. Evelyn, 8. Lillie, 9 
EuMeGtooel).  hoperca,. if. Alverine, 12. Malcoin, 13 
Kermit. } 

1. Alma married Bobby Cooper. Their family history is 
in the Cooper family. ; d 

2. Vera married Louis Painter. Their first two children 
(boys) died as babies, (3) Louis, Jr. who married Violet 
Lavatch. Their children are: a. Patricia and b. Pamela, 
(4) Betty Jean married Harold Whelles. They have Michael 
and several other children. (5) Evelyn married George Carr 
and their children are: a. pousr ae who is married and has 
children. b. Jerry who married a girl named Peggy. They 
have children. (6) Lillie married Clyde McCarty. Their 
children are: (a) a Wha eae meaenarcies pth dee Vernon, 
Their children are A. P th ames M.,. ; 
twins, d. Kelly, e. Martha Joe who married Jimmy Sticknea. 
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iz tan a} 
Their children are: (a) Kathy, (b) Jan, (c uglas, 
May Beth. Dowesas married Carol (by Tans oe ee 
are Verna and Renee. e. Jerry married Pegg Te 
children are: I. Jerry Lynn, II Debra bepb Ann 
Marie, IV. ‘‘Bess’’., Betty Ann married Jack i ir 
chilies rare ri + tte + Do beat LL, Oe erdaas oS on 
‘ fe) unkus. eirc ren are: 
ohare T. Steve, Tir. Like. 


Roberta married Fred Busby, No children. 
11. Alverine married Edgar McClean. No children, 


HILL BY: HELEN FRY HILL 


Charles Albert Hill married Della Mae Robinson. Their 
children are: 1. Andrew Charles, 2. Willie C. who lives 
here. The rest live in Birmingham. 3. Mary Ruth... 

1. Andrew Charles married Eula Mae Milford. Their 
children are: (1) Donald Charles, (2) Aubrey Wayne, (3)9 
Roger Dale. 

(1) Aubrey Wayne married Carol Jean Derman. Their 
children are: a. Tommy Carol and b. Robin DeVoyne. 

2..Willie C. married Helen Borothea Fry. Their children 
are: (1) Wilma Louise and (2) Elizabeth Ann. 

bY teed Wilma Louise goes to Continental Commercial 
Business College. ‘ 
(2) Elizabeth Ann goes to West Jefferson High School. 

3. Mary Ruth married Louie Lester Barnett. Theiz 
children are: (1) Ronald, (2) Lester and (3) dames Allen. 


EARL HILL 


F. H. Hill married Arnie Black. Their children are: 
1. Earl and 2. Magelline. 

1. Earl’s family is in the Sims family history... 

2. Magelline married Dr. F. J. Day of Birmingham. 
Their children are: (1) Della and (2) Dorothy. 


HOGAN BY: JOE SALTER 


Another daughter of William and Sarah McMickens, Dashié 
married a Mr. Parsons. One of their daughters, Sarah 
married a Mr. Hogan. Their children are: l. Paul who mar- 
ried Virgie Rice, 2. Lovenne who married James Jones, 3, 
Ruth who married Ollis Hatcher, 4. Coy who married Pearl 
Taylor, 5. Ruby who married Oliver Wesson, 6, Audrey wh¢ 
married W. C. Early, .7. Ollie who married Velma Tillman, 
8. Virgil who married Nora Mae Nichols, (Moss and Nann’ s 


daughter). 
HOLLIS 


David Ethel Hollis (parents are Elijah Madison Hollis 
and Martha Putman Hollis,) married Jessie Mae Walker, 
(parents are John Thomas Walker and Mary Heron Walbery 
Their children are: l. James Albert, 2. Harold Herman whi 
married Alice Ruth Bagwell. . ' 

3. Edward Hoyt who married Elnora Montgomery. Theil: 
children are: (1) Sandra, (2) Donnle Edward, (3) Annett: 


and (3) Lannette, twins. : ; 
4. Inez who married Rugene Duffie Walker. Their child 
ren are: (1) Patsy Ardalie, (2) Danny Charles, (3) Mary. 


FAMILY RECORD OF MARTIN D, HOLLIS 


Great grand parents: Elijah Vinson and Susan Hollis 
Grandparents: John Hogan Hollis and Rachel Williams. 
Parents: Frances Marion WRT and Mary Goodwin. 


page 
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Lo PTs rn '. in abs co rt: hel 
+ Tilda Jane, 9. Linda Etta; 


Pie and Rater Wilso 
alie 2. Ruby Ludell, 
» 5. Wilburn Hulin. 


te 4 _ HOLMES BY: LATYS DELAVEGA 


| Willie Gustle Holmes married Gertrude H 
pages Their child is Willie Gustle, Jr. Shacdind harie’ 


n children are: “ae 
3. Doris geyser, 





HOOD BY: TROY HOOD 


Lat Hood married Trece Trice. Their children are: 
Kate (Cassie) Webb, 2. Vernie, 3. Mabel (May Bell). ig 
Maude, 5. Clara, 6. Willie, 7. ‘Joe, 8. Lorene. 9. Gertha, 

1. Cass (Kate) married Lum Ernest. They have a son, 
Neil. Cassie’s husband died when they were first married. 
She became a nurse working in St. Louis, Mo. She wrote me 
a letter and mailed it the night she died while on duty. 
I got it the day she was buried. That was about 12 years 
ago. She is buried in St. Louis. Neil lives in St. Louis. 

- Webb married first Lula Endicott. They had three 
boys. One died in infancy. D. W., Jr. and Billy Jack are 
the boys who lived. Billy Jack had hardening of the 
muscles which confined him to a wheel chair from the age 
16 to 25 years. He died in Fayetteville, W. Va. He is 

» W. Va. 
Webb’ s second marriage to Troy Quinn who had married 


Alabama. There were three children: (1) Juanita, (2) 


Wadera, (3) John Vera who was born two months after her 
fatherx? 5 e 


Tommy Mewbourne went down in the U.S. Pa 


(submarine). There has never been any trace of Ss ship. 
They did find oil on the water where it went down. | 

a. Tommy Jean married Bill Turner. Their children 
arep aa) Debbie, (b) Teresa, {c) Bill, Jr., (d) Jerry and 


(e) Terry, twin, (f) Norma Faye who married Fred Varner. 
Their children are: I.Vickie Lynn, II. Jimmie and  & he Ge 
Tammi, twins, IV. Tommie, V. (Jean and Norma Fay, twins 
were born 18 days apart), VI. Anita. 

c. Wanda is not married. She works at the Dug Out. 
Juanita and her busband Chester Perkins own it. 

(2) Wadera married Mahis Kizziah. Their children are: 
aver enerce,’ b. Patricia Ann; c. Mack Wayne, d. Johnie 
Sue. 

a. Jeanette married Shirley Hyche. Their children 
are: (a) Troy, (b) Mack, (c) Jimmy, (d) Kevin. 
by ePatmicia Ann married Charlies Jinright. 


3. Willie Mae married Grover Buckelew. Their children 
1) Herman, (2) Evelyn, (3) Bernice and another one, 
1) Evelyn married a Whitfield. 
2) Bernice married a Brooks. 
Maud married a Goodwin (deceased), ; 
- May Bell (died at the age of 24 years) married 
tie Vines. They have several children. 
6. Vernie married first Bill Whitenburge. They have one 
boy, Bill, Jr. who lives in Washington, ee 

Vernie second marriage to Red Curren. 

7. Gertie married James BLREs 





- Clara married a Bynum. 

: Joe married Flora Brasfield. They have several 
ren. 

Q. Lorene married Van Quinn. Their children are Neal 

and Betty. 


8 
9 
1 
1 


HOWARD BY: ERNEST SELLERS 


Guy Howard married Effie Janice Sellers. Their children 
are: 1. Cheri Lyn, born January 7, 1945, 2. Ellen born 
October 12, 1947, 3. Julia born April 13, 1951, 4. Guy 
Ernest born April 28, 1952. y 

Cheri married Wayne Tucker, February 22, 1964. Their 
boy Lawrence Wayne was born April 24, 1965. 


HUEY TOLD BY SAM HUEY 


Melmoth T. Huey who was pastor of Williamsburg Baptist 
Church for many years. (1904 was the year he first came. ) 
He drove a beautiful horse to a nice buggy when he Came to 
church. He never let anyone put the weight of his hand on 
it to whip it. We don’t believe we had preaching services 
at that time but once a month. He lived near Bob Hardin 
near May Town Hall. He bought ten acres of land from Bob 
Hardin. The land was sold later for $1000 to Woodward 


Iron Company , 

Bro. Hines married Nancy Calhemir Goolsby. They had five 
children. ‘ i); 

- Lee who married Becky Higgins. 

- Joe who married Mattie Nichols 

3. Zula who married Elies Hogan. 

4. Sam is not married. 

o. Myrtle not married. 

1. Lee and Becky had several children who died early 


with diphtheria, that was the way that it was diagnosed. 
There are two still living Almus and Dessie. Almus is 
married to Hodse Farrington. They have two children: 
Larry and Joe Nell. They are not married. 


Dessie married Ed Spain. They have four girls. Sam 
could not recall their names. 
2. Joe and Mattie have four children: 1) Clara who 


married Newman MeDonald. They have two children Cecil and 


Buddy. 

_.. (2) Clarence who married Fannie Stewart. Their 
Children are: a. Doris (deceased), b. Wynell, c. James, 
d. Cliftords .e. Glen... wewel- 

3. Zula and Elis have eleven children. (1) Homar, (2) 
Oscar, (3) Vivian, (4) Alma, (5) Earnest, (6) Odrain pet?) 
Etles, (8) Dessie, (9) Carl, (10) Gladys, (11) Elizabeth. 

(1) Homar married Ruby McDonald. Their children are: 
a Betty Joyce, b. Johnny. Betty Joyce married Billy 

uncan, 

; (2) Oscar married Norene Thompson. They have two 
children: a. Doris Jean, b. Jimmy. Doris Jean married 
Billy Jenkins. Jimmy is married. 

35. Vivian married Bud Higgins. They ade thrce 
children: a. Elmer, b, Earl who was at one time pastor of 
Williamsburg Baptist Church, c. Fay. Vivian was killed in 
the terrible McDonald’s Chapel toronado. 

(4) Alma married Louis Chamella. They have one girl, 
Dorothy who married Bill Hand. 

(5) Earnest was killed in Mulga Mines. 

(6) Odran married Dorothy Brown of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. They have three children: a. Brenda, b. Janet, 
OC. barry. 
a. Brenda goes to Alabama College, Montevallo, 
Alabama. She plans to be a heme economics teacher. 


360 


Bethel Church the third of May 1964. Odran ig suston 
There was a good, big crowd. They were given a pounding 
ore ts money enough to buy Odran a DeGW «8010. «ae 
inens. Odran helped run the revival here at Williamsburg 

T claca tne hd Tires 

jlara oe’ s an attie’s d i 
moponald has. t¥o sons... aughter) who married Newman 

«. Cec who married Alice Miller have three children: 
(1) Russell, (2) Roger, (3) Reta. Russell goes to Pleasant 
roe revi wl 

. arses who married Marie Davis. They have two 
children Christal and Cindy. Christal goes + Kinder. 
garten, Mrs, Donaldson, Judy Hill is her teachers... 


HUEY BY: JOE SALTER 


James Vines married Polly Vines. One of their girls 
maline married Sam Huey. One of their sons McMouth (our 
astor for many verre) married Nancy Goolsby. Their 
hildren were 1. Lee who married Becky Higgins, 2. Joe 
ho married Mattie Nichols (Uncle Alfred’s and Aunt 
itty’s girl), 3. Zula who married Ellis Hogan, 4. Sam, 
- Myrtis, I remember Myrtis and her beautiful hats and 
he was as pretty as her hats. 


NANRSOUDN 


JACKSON BY: MR. AND MRS. JAMES W. JACKSON 


Lee Marcus Jackson married Lula Kyle. Their children 
are: 1. Kelsey, 2. Bertie Lee, 3. Wallace, 4. Sylvia, 
1, Kelsey married Lois Webb. Their children are: (1) 
Jeanette who married Melvin Stewart. Their children are: 
a. Sherron who married David Lawrence. They have one boy. 
I do not recall their second child’s name, 
2. Bertie Lee married Burl Cruce. Their children are: 
(1) Bobby, (2) Peggy, (3) JOLEy ‘ 
(1) Bobby is married and has three children, 
y ) Peggy married Truman Allums. Tney have three 
girls and a boy. ; ; 

3. Wallace married Mildred Lee. Their children are: 
(1) Billy and (2) Louis. ; 

(1) Billy married June Humber. Their children are: 
a. Beverly and b. Tim. 
(2) Louis married Joyce Rouse. | 

4. Sylvia married Ralph Watson. Their children are: 
(1) Joyce who was born to Sylvia and Amberus Faught whom 
She married first. Randy was born to the second marriage. 

(1) Joyce is married and has two daughters. 

Lee Marcus Jackson married first Minnie Sawyer. Two 
Children are dead. Living are: 1, Verla; 2. Emory aa 
Tressie who married Tommie McLeroy. They have one boy. 
Mitzie Posey and they also have another son. 


THE JENKINS FAMILY 


Nannie Lou Dougherty called me to see if I could help 
her find out about some of her people who lived here when 
we came back in 1944. They lived in one of the houses of 
Grovers on the river. She Said her grandfather, David 
Jenkins came from Rome, Georgia. Nannie Lou’s father was 
Henry Clay Jenkins and her mother was Lore Black. Her 
Uncle James Monroe Jenkins married Sarah Jane Newberry. 
Their three children are dead. Nannie Lou’s brothers and 
sisters are: ; ; 

1. Grace who married William Clark. Their children are: 
(1) Vernon, (2) Lorene, who married Floyd Smith from 
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Cullman. Their children are Gary_and Sharon. 
2. Nannie Lou married Elwood Dougherty. — ; 
a y tet 4 i ¢: 
. Margeurite finished school at n ried 
George H. Alexander from Fairfield, tt base eroteteaae 
the First Christian Church. Their children are (1) Andrea, 
2) Karen and (3) Debra. Karen goes to Texas Christian 
niversity, Fort Worth, where her father finished. 
The ones who lived here were: Mrs. Sellers, Mrs. Lotta 
Jenkins, Monroe and John. 
There was a boy, Sumpter who was married and has eight 
children. Sumpter was killed when his coal truck wrecked 
aot eat Phas 4 I do not know where his family is at the 
There was a girl Gladys who married James Brakefield. 
They have a boy, Larry. 


JOHNSON BY: MRS. MACK (NEVA) ALEXANDER 


Samuel Wiley Johnson (Sam). married Nellie Gray Smith. 
Their children are: 1. Effie, 2. Neva, 3. Douglas, 4. 
Wendell, 5. Huey, 6. Harold (Micky) le Balch os 
Nancy, 9. J.B. and Terrell and Ruby ail died at the age 
of two years. 

1. Effie married George Reed. Their children are: (1) 
Ruby, (2) Joy, (3) Dean, (4) Barnette, (5) Nell, (6) 
Sandra, (7) Douglas. 

- 2. Neva married T. M. (Mack) Alexander. Their family 
history will be found in the Alexander history. 

3. Douglas married Margaret Brewer. Their children are: 
(1) Fay, (2) Barbara, (3) Nelda, (4) Shirley, (5) James. 

. Wendell married Ruby Jenkins. Their children are: 
(1) Tarlton, (2) Ruby Nell, (3) Mary Lou, (4) Mildred, (5) 
Ruth Ann, (6) Jimmy. 

5. Huey married Margaret Harrison. Their children are: 
(1) Carlton Wayne (Butch), (2) Hugh (Duke) who married a 
girl named Lottie Margaret. They have a baby. 

6. Harold married Marjorie English, Their children are: — 
(1) Linda, (2) Amanda, (3) Lisa. ; 
7. Sam, Jr. married Evelyn Hendon. Their children are: 
(1) Roger Dale, (2) Michael, died at the age of 15 years, @ 

(3) Janle6; +04) Roy. Co) “Sharon. : . 

8. Nancy married Pete Wood. Sammy and Rickey are their 

children. 


JOHNSTON 


Henry Johnston married first Pauline Cantley. They have 
two children: 1. Ray and 2. Margene Pauline. 
Henry’s second marriage was to Mae Collier Tuggle. : 
Willie Mae’s and Henry’s father was Johnie Martin 
nston. Their mother was Mary Alice Vines. They have 
children: 1. Lena, 2. Jimmie, 3. Stella, 4. Gertie, 5. 
lie Mae, 6. Mamie, 7. Nonie, 8. Myrtice, 9. Clara, 1% 
ssie, 11. Henry, 12. Bessie. : 
Mamie married Hugh Gober. They have two children Norman 
Carl and Melvin Lawrence. Norman Carl died at the age of 
four years. Melvin married Genexle Strickland who Pa; dead. 
They have two children: a. Gloria Jean who married Melvin 
Thomas. They have five children: (a) Catherine, (b) Billy 
Lawrence, (c) Dennis, (d) Diana, (e) Robbie Gay. 

(b) Barbara Ann wno married Jack Higgins. They have 
five children: (a) Barbara Allen, (b) Lynn and (c) Gwinn, 
twins, (d) Jack and (e) Jeff, twins. ; 

Meivin’s baby that died is Merle, a girl. 
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JUSTICE BY: JOE SALTER 


Vesta Waldrop married Lloyd Meigs. One j i 
Josephine married Rd Justice, Their evitdrcn avers 
Hewerd who wantted idee ste married Bruce Salter, 4, 
and Pelham,” ydla Higgins. Their children are Myra 

& ae who married Willis Eaton. Thei i ; 

(1) Freddie, (2) Mollie, (3) Bernice, (4) eee isten ey 

* 6. Isaac who married Bert Eaton. Their children are: 
(1) Dorothy, (2) Richard, 3) Emmette, (4) James. 

7. Harold who married Hazel Nichols (Moss’ and Nann’s 
hint ohana Their children are: (1) Neal and (2) Harold, 

“8. Vivian who married Herman Clark. 


9. Hobart who married Ida Lewis. They have one son, 
Lloyd. 





KENDRICK BY: ROBERT KENDRICK 


, David Oscar Kendrick married Gracie Green. Their 
Children are: 1. Stella, 2. Robert, 3. Lillie, 4. Lloyd 
5. Elsie, 6. Marvin and 7. Mildred twins, 8. Van, 
ah hie 4 ri James, P tiaeonad ect Fred. 

_i. Stella marrie arence Wade. eir children are: 
(1) Elizabeth, (2) Glen, (3) Harold. 

2. Robert married Helen Nichols. Their children are: 
(1) Bobby who married Gail McClain. They have a little 
girl named Catherine Lee, (2) Jerry, (3) Larry who mar- 
arid Cooper. They have a baby girl, Dhana Michelle, 

athy. , 
.,3: Lillie married Fred Venz. Their children are: (1) 
Billy, (2) David, (3) Patsy. 

4. Lloyd married Sallie Self, Their children are: (1) 
Susie, (2) Grace, (3) Shirley, (4) Danny. 

5. Elsie married Bill Gilbert. Their children are: (1) 
Eddie, (2) Wayne. | 

6. Marvin married Margaret Faust. Their children are: 
(1) ed (2) Mike, (3) Karen, : ; ; 

7. Mildred married a Mr. Perkins. Their children are: 
(1) Mike, (2) Elizabeth and others. 

8. Van married a girl named Betty. Their are three 
children, 

Dorothy married Dempsy Adkins. There are several 
children, J : 

10. James is married and has one child, A 

11. Birdie married Jim Hessions. Their children are: 
SUPE ee (2) Missy. 


Fred married a girl named Sallie. They have four 
girls, 


KILLIAN BY: MRS. BILLY (NILA) KILLIAN 


Max Henry Killian married Willie Blackman. Their 
i : 1. David LaMar and 2. Billy. . : 
ere David Lawes married Judy Morgan. Their children are 
(1) Billy who married Nila Morgan. Their children are a. 
Billy Kay and b. James Dennis. 


KING BY: NETTIE VINES 


° i rried Martha Elizabeth Matson, Their 
Pit dake pe aet es nariat II who married Margaret (Maggie) 
Gardner. Their children are: (1) Catherine, (2) Dorothy, 
(3) Charley III. : : 
is married and has a Son. ; ; 
zy oe eee aril et Fred Wood. Their children are: 
a. Sandy 20 years old ss aN uaeaacaba 






2. Nettie first married Ollie Quinn who died in 1903. 
She later married James E. Vines. Their family history is 
in the Vines history. 

3. William(Willie) married and lived in New York. 


LAKE BY: MRS. RUTH LAKE 


Clancy’s Family: 

Father: Clarence Edison Lake 

Mother: Mary Barber Lake, widowed and is known as Mary 
Worrell Lake 

Brothers: 

Edward (Eddie), married Ann Luithel 
are: (1) Robert(Bobby), (2) Loraine, ( 
ahey live in New Jersey. 

eon, Single. Lives in Florida, 

George married Filipino girl named Nellie (last name 
unknown to me). She has four children by first husband, 
none by George. He is a career Army man, saw service in 
Korea, now stationed in Philippines. 

Ralph married to Mary (last name unknown to us). They 
have two children: (1) Ralph, Jr. and G2)" Carolinets They 
have two foster children: (1) Jennie and (2) Mike. They 
live, in N.Y. C.. «Staten. tsi and). 

Sisters: > : 

Edna married James Schmidt. They have one married 
daughter, Linda (Mrs. John Nagengast). Linda has one child 
Liza Anne. Edna lives on Staten Island, Linda lives in 
New Jersey. . 

Mary married Royal Fink. They have two children: (1) 
Royal Sing. 6.7.80 (2) Patricia (Patty) is married to 
Mike Owen. They have twin boys, a. Steven and b. Scott. 
All live in Florida. 

Norma married James Port fb, White. They have two 
children: (1) Alice, single and (2) Robert (Bob) who is 
now stationed in Puerto Rico in Coast Guard. (single) 
They,live, an Florida, 

CLANCY: 

Clarence Edison, Jr. married Ruth Ash. They have three 

children: (1) Clancy (Casey), (2) Steven, and (3) Timothy. 


Ruth’s Family: 

Father: Joseph Pickney Ash, lives in Florida, retired 
carpenter. : 

Mother: Jewel Byrd Ash (who was born in Alabama and lived 
here for her first few years. ) 


l. Their children 
3) James (Jimmy), 


John W. Ash married Alice Bowen. They have three 


children: 1) Randall (Randy), (2) Jeffrey (Jeff), and 
(3)‘Jill. They live in Florida. 
Sisters: 

Eloise married Paul Hunter. They have four children: 
(1) Judith (Judy) married Ronald Betts. They have two 
children: a. Richard and b. Russell (Rusty). (2) Margaret 
(Peggy) married Larry Zuknick, no children. (3) Barry, 
and (4) Amy, Single. All live in Florida. ; 

Josephine married Robert Wensel. They have two children 
(1) Nancy married to Winfrey faimpy) Butler. They have 
two children: (1) Lori Ann and (2) Robert (Reb). 

Jeanne married Lee Faucher. They have one child, Robert 
(Robbie). .Alig livesinsioritasa: 

BIRTHDATES AND BIRTH PLACES: 


Clancy: January 14, 1921, born in Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ruth: August 22, 1925, born in Sarasota, Florida 
Casey May 14,..1952;. born, in Birmingham, Alabama 
Steve: January 16, 1954, born in Birmingham, Alabama 
Timmy: December 2, 1957, born in Birmingham, Alabama 
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You might be interested also, to know that Simeon Lake 
harine. An Reet gayrrmou oe ire hs pne’todern sub- 
relative of mine on my mother’s sider? fe NAR A Sl atant, 





J. R. LANSFORD 


R. T. Lansford married Azalee Staggers. Their children 
ehe-7 i, Rs J. 2. Helen, 3. George, 4. Betty Jean, 5, 
Amelia, 6. Shirley, i. Julia, 8. Mary Nell, deceased. 

-,J R. marriea Ellious Kilgore. Their children are: 
(1) Jimmie, (2) Jerry. 

1) Jimmie married Martha Garner. 

2. Helen not married. 
Aden’ Ps? HePLELed (ag TPL etn Kentucky and has two 
4. Betty is married and has five children. 
os Amelia married a Mr. Adams and has two children. 
7 
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- Julia married Ralph Smith. They have five children 


8. Mary Nell married Howard Kilgore. She died when 


LAWRENCE BY: GRADY HICKS 


Lindsey Lawrence married Donna Mae Smith. Their child- 
ren are: 1. Dorothy, 2. Berean. 3. David, 4. Shirley. 

1. Dorothy married Roy Hicks. Their family history will 
be found in the Hicks family. 

2. Shirley married Fred Forrester. They have a daughter 
réresa; 4 *4Wink’*., 

The others are married but I do not know to whom. 


LAZENBY BY: MRS. ROY WEST 


Bovay Lazenby married Mattie Newman. Their children 
are: 1. John, 2. Ronald, 3. Carl, 4. Clarence, 5. Celeste, 
6. Mattie, 7. Bovay, Jr. : 

1. John married Delphene Cocola. Their children are: 
(1) Sarah, (2) John, Jr., (3) Mary. 

(1) Sarah married Jack Clark. I do not know who the 
rest of the children married. : 

2. Ronald married Vesta Henson. Their children are: 
(1) Bernice, (2) Thelma June, (3) Shirley. , 

3. Carl married Dessie Atkins. Their children are: 
(1) Carl, (2) Danford, (3) Donald, (4) Addie Hou, .*6) 
Jerry, (6) Carla. 

4. Clarence died as a young man. _ ; 

5. Celeste married Roy West. Their family history is 
found in the West family. ; : 

6. Mattie Lou married Herbert Lowe. Their children are: 
(1) Eyvonne, (2) Marion, (3) Sue, (4) Ronny. 

Mss abe Jr., married a girl named Mary Jane, Ogdon 
1S) ties riven Vd: 


LEE BY: MR. AND MRS. JAMES W. JACKSON, 


Ramie Lee married Maude Rice. Their children are: 1. 
Clarence, 2. Horace, 3. Tules, 4. Ward, 5. Mildred, 6. 
Bertha Mae, 7. Eula (dead) age 14 years, i ; 

1. Horace married Betty Justice. Deborah is their girl. 

2. Tules married Maudine Creel. Their children are: (1) 
Roy, (2) Ray, (3) Patricia. They are all married and have 
children, : : 

3. Bertha Mae married Otis Jackson. Donald is their son 
who married Dina Parker. sak 
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..9- Mildred married James Wall 
history will be found in the jackson family; pci 


LEMONS BY: VANCIE ALEXANDER LEMONS 


Bi dabdie A eee girl named Sally. Their childay 
. . a , . , . . 
Ss Leland, y 3 ack, 3. Roy, 4. Jimmy, 5. Rose, 

- Sally married Eulie Black. They have 
Hazel. Eulie was killed in the mines. ee 6 eee 

. Mack married Pearl Ballard. Their children are: 
(1) Gurney, (2) Maycie, (3) Carl. 

3. Roy married Jessie Mae Kendrick. Their children 
are: (1) Evelyn, (2) Rita Lee, (3) I can mot recall his 
name was killed in a car accident. 

4. Jimmy is married, I do not know her name. 

5. Rose married Clarence Saunders. Their children are: 
CRE IN NGL aay Ne Leroy, dead, (3) I do not know the name. 


i land is married and has a girl, Alice Jean and 
a boy, Lee. 


LINDBERGH BY: JOE SALTER 


ugust Lindbergh came from Sweden. He ran the pump4 
station at Coal Creek (Lindbergh). He married Martie 
Evans. Their children are: 1. August, Jr., 2. Hubert, 3. 
Oscar, 4. Robert, 5. Bertha, 6. Daisy. Robert has served 
as City Commissioner. 


LINGO BY: CLAUDINE COOPER 


Ambrose Claude Lingo married Myrtle Elizabeth Neeley. 
Their children are: 

- Selma Irene who married Edwin Carl Rogers, Sr. 
Hazel Ruth is their daughter. 

2. Laura Dorthea married Kenneth Malcar. They have a 
son, Edwin Carl rs 

3. Edwin married Gay Nell Higgins. Their children are: 
(TI) Vickey, Sue (2)3¥ ands (S)aiEdwin Caneel. ; 

4. Kenneth married Marlene Skeen. They have no child- 
ren and live in California. 
5. Nellie Inez married Alton Dozer. They have three 
ldren: (1) Kenneth, (2) Eugene, who is in the Navy, 
3) Edward, ; , 
6. Elizabeth Alene is in school. : 4 
7; Nellie married Willis Jay McMaster. - They live in 
CaDifornla. 

. Rita Lois married Olan Graham Lacey. They have 
four children: 1) Olan Claude, 62) Sandra Gayle, (3) 
Deborah Kay, and (4) David Ronald. 

9. Claudine married Charles W. Cooper. They have no 
children. 


LINN BY: MRS. FRED LINN 


John L. Linn married Viola Jane Lawler. Their children 
are: 1. Fred, 2. Stella, 3. Rachel, 4. Noma, 5. Alex, 
6. Clarence. 

1. Fred Linn married Ruby Pearl Bailey. 


LIPHAM BY: MARTHA LIPHAM 


James Thomas Lipham, Jr. married Martha Gaskins. 
James Thomas Lipham, Sr. married Myrtie Ganette. Their 
children are: 1. Phyllis D., 2. Patsy Lee. ; ‘ 

1. Phyllis D. married Robert Turner. Their children 
are: (1) Pamelia K., (2) Norma Jean, (3) Donna Marie 
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2. Patsy Lee married Jerr 
children are: (1) Steven and (2) fone ee go 


LOEPKE BY: MRS. GEORGE B. THOMPSON 


Malcolm Loepke married Aud 
Richmond, Indiana. Their ee Uipen a keris trae) ee om 
Malcolm, 3. Doris Jean. My father died and my mother 
later married Harold Davis. Their children are: 1 Harold 
La ik 2. James races 3. Donald Mathew. ras / 
1. Charlotte married George B. Thompson II. Their 
sate AE ai Gatetea® fond in A Thompson family. 

d ried a girl name j 
are: (1) Christopher, (2 Dawn, (3) Donald." “ae ee 
Phy orts Jean married James Poyor McGinniss. No 

4. Harold, first lieutenant in service, just returned 
from Viet Nam, marriea a giri namea Betty. Patrick and 
two others are their children. 

_ 5. James Joseph married Lois Collins. Cindy and 
Micheal are their children. 

._§. Donald, second lieutenant in service, married a 
girl named Grace Ann. Their children are: (1) Sissy, (2) 
maeey (Terry Jean), (3) and another one. 

y grandmother Loepke is a much known writer and 
concert pianist. ‘‘The Unseen Commander’’ is one of her 
books. She made a comeback at Carnegie Hall in Piano at 
the age 64 years. My grandfather was a concert violinist. 


LOPEZ BY: DIMPLES WILLIAMS 


My father was Amerio Reas Lopez. A Porto Rican and my 
mother was Georgia M. Miller. There were four children, 
two brothers and two sisters. 1. Willie, 2. Buck, 3. 
Frances, 4. Dimples. My father came to this country as a 
young boy in the U. S. Army. He married and was in busi- 
ness for himself. Mother is now dead. My father is liv- 
ing in Belgrade, Florida. 


MARTIN BY: MRS. R. E. MASKE 


Pinkney Martin married Julie Watts. Their children 
are: 1. Mable, 2. John Berry, 3. Lucille, 4. James Harry, 
5. Zelma, 6. Troy, 8. Margrette. 

1. Mable married Thomas James Warren. Their 
are: (1) Thomas James, Jr., (2) Billy Parry, ( 
(4) Wanda Joyce, (5) Annette, (6) Sandra Gail. 

(1) Thomas James, Jr. married Betty Upton. Their 
children are: a. James Earl, b. Renee, c. Malinda. 

(2) Billy Barry married Gwindola Davis. Their 
chiidren are: a. Michel, b. Philip, c.. Stevie. 

(3) Wanda Joyce married Glenn Allen. Their children 
are: ea, 9 Roger b. Donna; cc. Teresa, -d.. a baby. J 

(4) Annette married Charles McDonald. Their child 
is Randy. " f F 

(5) Sandra Gail married Morris Roddy. . 

2. John Berry married Mildred Hill. Their children 
gre... (1) Jerry, (2) Jackie. ' : 

3. Lucille married Joe Onazine. Their children are: 
Ol) Carrattce: Alwmisy (ound anice, (4) .-Bobby, (5) Kitten. 

. Zelma married Fredrick March. Their children are: 
(1) Gary, (2) Gregg, (3) Cindy. ; 
WencoreNAtra eo urrank MitLCneél., Their child: is Larry. 
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MARTIN BY: MRS. ALBERT MARTIN 


Robert Martin married Parthena Frank. Their children 
are: {. Rill, a pridhk vad Aa 2. Dolly, 3. Brass, 
4. Vada, &. Albert orris,;: 7. ’orasy Ae Methodist 
preacher. 

1. Bill married Effie Ingram. caaae children are: oy 
Valentine, (2) Ernest, (3) Fan (4) delay 
Lester, (6: Verna )iee, 7) Bas tiie yg) Billy (9) 

_2. Dolly married Charles Wilson. Their chi 
(13 PRLS, (2) Edna, (3) Bob, (4) Guy, (5) Gladys. 

3. Brass married Mollie Acres. Their children are: 
(1) ith aleas and (2) Letha., 

4. Vada is not married, deceased. 

5. Albert married Nena Mae Ballard: \Theix children 
are: (1) Earl, (2) Edith, (3) Waymond, (4) Elane. 

(1) Edith married Hewitt Berryhill. Their children 
are: a. Harold Glenn, b. Sue, c. Lesa, d. Lynn. 
a. Harold Glenn married Lesa Gaines. 
b. Sue married Stanley Murrell. 
(1) Waymond married Doris Bennett. Their children 
are: a. Bennett and b. Twinkle. 

Waymond is on the University TV Channel 10, educat- 
ional program, He has been there seven years as film 
producer and director. He is called Frank at the station. 
Chehaw is where he is going to take pictures tomorow 
euguey., 13 1965) J : 

Elane aéhaee Hillard Kelton. Their children 
are: af Pat riata Sue, b. Ronald, c. Gary, d. Charley. 

6. Morris married Cullie Teel. Their children are: 
(1) R. M. a doctor near Atlanta. He has his own clini’ 

7. Grady married Sallie Box. Their child is Bobby. 
Grady is a retired preacher in Florence, Alabama. 

We raised seven children besides our own. They Are: 
1. Fleta Fowler, died at the age of 24 years, 2. Edn 
and 3. Esler Perser, sisters; 4. Bob and 5. Guy Wilson, 
6. Rose Ella Hall, a negro girl; 7. Nancy Dickenson, also 
a negro. They were akin to the negroes who raised my 
mother (Mrs. Martins). Issac Estell, he is with us now. 


MARTIN BY: WALTER MARTIN 


Walter 1. Wal ey Eee married Ella Bailey. Their child- 
ren are: _ ie John sArthur, .:3.) Bl ano ;e4e 
Louise, dead, 5. Has Os etty Lou. é 
1. Walter, tr: married Belva Lou Shewbort. Their 
children are: (4) Wa ds (2) Maxine, (3) Kenneth Wayne. 
CLve 2a married first Louise Pate. They have a 
Randy. f 
He married second Betty Tidwell. Their children are: 
a. Deborah, b. Timmy, c. Robbie. ; 
(2) Maxine married Morris Chambles. Martin Howard 
is their son. 4 J ; 
(3) Kenneth married first Carolyn Vines. Wayne is 
their son. : ‘ ‘ ; ' 
He married second a girl named Ingrid. Tina is their 
daughter. ; ; 
5. John Arthur married Christine Carter. Their child- 
ren are: (1) Glenn, (2) Reba, (3) Joyce Ann, (4: Tony. 
3. Elno married Lee Hempries. Their children are: (1) 
Lee, Jr., (2) Louis, (3) Quinton, (4) and another, 
4. W. H. married Vera Blanton. Their child is Phillys. 
5. Betty Lou married Elston McConnell. They have a 
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_ MASKE BY: HELEN (MRS. R.E., JR.) MASKE 


Robert Ezekiel Maske married Rilla Franklin first. 
Their children are: i. Charlene, 2. Cordelia, 3. R. 
Jr. R. E., Sr. was killed three months before R. E., Jr, 
was born. Rilla later married Arthur Cook. Their child: 
ren are: 1. Margaret, 2, Doris, 3. Eunice, 4. Frank. 
1. Charlene married PF, M. Owens. Their children are: 
(1) Edward, (2) Louis, (3) R bert, (4) George. They live 
at eo eeatia. ob ed ae 

ye por ageiia married a Mr. Allen. Their children are: 
(1) Bobby, (2) Mary, deceased. 

.(1) Bobby married James Beasley, Their children are: 
a. Dianne and b. Darlene, 

Cordelia later marriéd Johnnie Chicarello. They live 
at Cardiff, Alabama, _ 

- R. E., Jr. married first Juanita Felton, deceased, 
They had a baby girl, Wanda Kay who died at the age of 
6 weeks (1942), 

R. E., Jr. later married Helen New. Their children 
Bre... f 1) Janice and (2) Gary. 

Janice goes to Taccoa Falls Bible College, 

Taccoa Falls, Georgia. 

. (2) Gary goes to Minor High School and is in the 
Senior II Grade, 

4. Margaret married a Mr. Morehead. Their children 
aide? Dean who married Jerry Thurman. They have one 
child. 


(2) June who is married. 
(3) Rilla, deceased, married Sonny Forrester, Cathy 
is their daughter, 
(4) Paulette is married. 
Margaret’s husband died and She later married Dave 


) 
Risener. Their children are: (1) Virginia Nell and (2) 
Lonnie. 
5. Doris married J. J. Smith. Their child, Linda 
married Gerald Travarthen. They have children. 
6. Eunice married Clarence Parker. Their children are: 
(1) Harriet and (2) Ricky. 3 ; 
( Harriet married Gene Guthrie. They have a girl. 
Roxanne, : ; 
2) Ricky goes to Auburn University. ; 
7. Frank married Bessie Risener. Their daughter 
Patricia is married and has a son, Bryan. 


MATHEWS BY: MRS. GUY MATHEWS 


Guy Haywood Mathews married Effie Janis Sellers, Their 
Children are: (1) Cheri Lyn, born January 7, 1945, (2) 
Ellen born October Leow AS47763) Julie born April 13; 
1951, (4) Guy Ernest Mathews, born April Bose BD oe 

(1) Cheri married Wayne Tucker, February 22, 1964. 
Their boy Lawrence Wayne was born April 24, 1965. 


McCLENEY BY: MRS. TROY HOOD 


David McCleney married Nell Naomi Quinn, Their child- 
ren are: 1. Evelyn, 2. Rose, 3. Charles. j ‘ 
1. Evelvn married Jeff Goodwin. Their children are: 
((1) Larry who married Rose Ann Phillips. Their 
children are: a. Tommy, b. Ces eae ore brenda, — , 
2. Rose married Lawrence Reed. Their children are: 


Paulette and (2) Joyce. ' } 
hg Charles earn ina Madelene Bowen. Their children are: 


Be 
(1) David Wayne, (2) Wanda, (3) Harold, 


369 





McCLENEY BY: MRS. TROY HOOD 


Sam McCleney married Rose Ann Wilson. Their children 
are: 1. J, &S., 2. George, 3. Carry and 4, Harry ,oeeine, 
5. Richard, 6. Ezra. 

. J. S. married Margaret Franklin. No children, J. S.. 
had two children by a previous marriage, Maxine and 
Wallace. Their mother, Irene, died. 

2. George married Maude Hughes. Their children are: 
(1) Lorene, (2) James, a Edward, 

(1) Lorene marrie nzell Taylor (deceased). They 
had several children. 

(2) James married Louise Yates. They have two girls. 

(3) Edward married Bobby McIlvain. Their children 
are: a. Ed, Jr. and one more, 


McCRORY BY: MRS. DURWOOD MCCRORY 


_ John C. McCrory married Gladys Erian Butts. They lived 
in Florida and South Alabama. Durwood says the first 
place he remembers living is Jackson after that his family 
moved to Selma, then to Bessemer, then to Birmingham, then 
to Monroe County. , 

The children born to John and Gladys McCrory are: 

1. Jack William, 2. Wynona, 3. Durwood, 4. Lula Eloise, 


5. Jimmy Lou, 6. Betty Jean. 

1. Jack William married Muriel Simmons. Their children 
are: (1) Debra, (2) Deloras Dean, (3) Linda Sue, (4) Jack 
Witlian, Jr. 

2. Wynona married Wilburn Horton. Their children are: 
(1) Judith Ann who married John Allen Earley. A. Keith 
Allen and B. David are their Boy Fs 

3. Durwood married Hilda Lucille Griffith. Their child- 
are: (1) Vivian Lucille who married Benjamin C. Curtis, 
(2) Mary Jeanne, (3) Pamela Kay. 


4. Lula Eloise married Nick W. Lambert. 

5. Jimmy Lou married Travis W. Withers, Their children 
are: (1) Sharon Catherine, (2) Kevin, (3) Bryan who was 
born in Morocco, North Africa. ) 

6. Betty Jean who married Jack Hites. Their children 
are: (1) Douglas and (2) John Maynard. 


McDEVITT: BY: HUGH MCDEVITT 


Dan McDevitt married Teresa McGowan. My father was born 
in Denough County, Ireland. He came to America when he was 
seventeen years old to Dolomite, Alabama and went to work 
in the mines. He worked up to be General Superintendent at 
Porter, where he was superintendent for seven years, my 
brother, Danuel became a doctor and practiced in Indiana- 
polis, indiana. He married a girl named Jane. They had one 
daughter, Teresa Ann who died in 1958 at an early age. Dan 
never got over her death. He had lost his wife when Teresa 
was only three years old. In 1933 Dan later married Helena 
Frey who is now living in Indianapolis. Dan died in 1959 
due a. blood .Clot. ; : 

Eye the one who is telling this, married Margaret 
Schlossie. We have one daughter, Margaret. y 

Putricia who was named for her mother married Andrew 
Douglas. She is a graduate of eae a nt Southern. She has 
two children, Patricia Ann and Judith Diana. They live in 
Ensley, eight blocks from me. 

I have worked for the United States Steel Corp., for the 
past 42 years. 1 received a forty years work award at the 
same time I became a grandfather. : 

John my brother married Florence Naser. They have five 
children: (1) Mary Catherine, (2) Daniel (for grandfather 
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year at college (Shreveport, La.). He left a seven 


t 
onth old son (John). 


McDONALD BY: LATYS DELAVEGA 


_ Lucy Hicks (Uncle Berman Hicks’ daughter by his first 
wife), married Jessie McDonald. Their children are: 1. 
Mary Ellis, 2. Esther Lee, 3. Jessie Berman (J.B.), 4. 
Jimmie Lou. 

. J.B. married a girl who last name was Baker. Their 
Children are: (1) Helen, (2) Linda, (3) Sandra, (4) David, 
(5) Lee, (6) Terry. 

2. Esther Lee is married and has one ‘daughter. 


McDONALD BY: MRS. WILLIAM McDONALD 


George McDonald married Frances Emma. Their children 
are: 1. William, 2. George. 
1, William married Linnie Alexander. Their family his- 
tory will be found in the Alexander family, 
2. George married Hattie Smith. Their children are: 
(1) Emma Lee, (2) Arberry, (3) Ruth. : 
1) Emma Lee married Elzie Mehearg. Their children 
are: a. Tommie, b. David, c. Margaret. 
a. Tommie married Mary Ann Evans. 
(2) Arberry is married but I do not know to whom, 
Teh: Ruth married Lloyd Suttle. They have several 
children. 


McGRATH BY: MRS. HAYDEN WINFIELD, JR. 


homas McGrath married a girl named Annie Mae. Their 

dren are: 1. Judy, 2. Pat, 3. Mary. 

. Judy married Hayden Winfield, Jr. : : 

- Pat married a Mr. Jeans, a policeman in Chicago, 
3. Mary married Harold McMann of Lansing, Illinois. 

their children are: (1) Norene, (2) Debbie. 


‘| 
is 4 
1 
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MCINTYRE BY: W. E. MCINTYRE 


M. F. McIntyre married Martha Steward. Their children 
are: 1. Etta, 2. Burdie, 3. Lila, 4. Benny, 5. Lurline, 
6. Charlsie, 7. Flossie, 8. Estridge, 9. Hoytt, 10. a baby 
boy who died young, 11. W. E&E.. : ; : 

1. Etta married J. P. Stephens, Their children are: 
£3) Cintas) hseid, £38) Clint kilkbed during World War 

I in 1941 in Rome. | . J i ; 
(1) Cliff married Annie Lowery. Their children are: 
a. Vernon. b. Dennis. c. Bob. They are married and havere 


i d ® . . 
RY tt) curls married J. R. Barnett. Their children are: 
(i) bindsey:. (2) + tees Caine ory po Lal BSxeDpere td) 
- All are married, 
are Lia married J. H. Craft. Their children are: (1) 
Georgia, (2) fad abd PaleUeGehisets) Soro, , MS) «Gary, They 
1 rriedy ‘ ; 
tt bt Neel ta married J. T. Walker. Their children are: (1) 
Deward, (2) Billy Joe, (3) Mary, died at the age of 20 
years, 1943. <1} Deward-married Ynell Truett. They have 
+ eevee married J. B. Payne. Their children are: (1) 
= Wl 






Grover who is married and has one child, (2) Mary Edith 
who teaches at Weedowee, Alabama. te . 
6. Charlsie married Charley Burks. They live in Ronoak, 
Alabama. They have one child. 
7. Flossie is married and lives in Atlanta, Georgia. 
8. Estridge married Bernice Johnson. 
9. Hoyt died in 1919, age four years, 
10. W. E. married Vera Marline. Their children are: (1) 
Mary Edith, (2) Virginia Ann. 
(1) Mary Edith married D. A. Manning. Their children 
are: a. Gay, b. Wayne, c. Shelia, d. Tim, ° Pata. 
(9) Virginia Ann married riko Gillery: * Their’¢nila-= 
ren are: a. Patsy Ann and b. William. 


MCWILLIAMS BY: THOMAS T. HUEY 


‘‘There is a family legend that three McWilliams bro- 
thers came to America in Colonial days, from the lowlands 
of Scottland and settled in Virginia. Later the family 
divided, one of the brothers going north and the other two 
westward. My grandfather James Wilson McWilliams was the 
Authority for this settlement. 

One of the brothers referred to settled at or near 
Eel Bee gcd Kentucky, where James Wilson was born, July 

There was an important Clan in Scotland bearing the 
name ‘‘McWilliams’’ and tradition is that our forbearers 
descended from the Scottish family whose name the clan and 
leader bore. 

There are records in the present Jefferson County 
Court House showing transfer of land to grandfather 
McWilliams in 1817 and 1820. j 

There are also records of his marriages and those of 
some of his brothers and sisters. One record is that his 
brother, Watson McWilliams to Elizabeth Whelling on 
December 27, 1921. 

Item by Mrs. Hay --- My grandfather wanted my brother 
(Walter) named for his brother Watson and as long as my 
grandfather lived, he called my brother Watty much to the 
disgust of my mother. 

Grandfather owned many slaves and land equivalent to 
two or three sections. The land he owned SOME eOfS Dac 
of Engley Highlands, all of Tuxedo Park, a part_of Roberts 
Field and a major part of what is now known as Pratt City. 
Most of this was Virgin forest. 

Item by Mrs. Hay --- I have heard my mother say that 
when she and father were first married they lived in a 
log cabin where Pratt City now is. The cabin was _ sur- 
rounded by a fence and frequently deer would come and peer 
over the fence. Mother sald they were so far from other 
families, and she was so lonely that they soon moved near 
her father and mother at Williamsburg where my brother 
Walter was born. y : 

Three of grandfather McWilliams sons served in the 
Confederacy. My Uncle Andrew McWilliams was married and 
had two children at the time. I do not know the number 
of his Company or Regiment, but my other two uncles, John 
Rufus Porter McWilliams, and Albert McWilliams were in 
Company C, 20th Alabama Regiment. 

The Company was ‘organizedt on the Campus of Howard 
College was at East Lake, of course the College was not 
there at that time. My Uncle John was First Lieutenant 
and the company was commanded by Col. : Porters "Gen. 
E. W. Pettus was regiment commander. ; 

Uncle Albert was not quite 18 when he enlisted and 
lived only a little over a month after enlistment, dyin 
of pneumonia in Knoxville, Tennessee after the long har 
march from Mobile. Alabama. all through the state into 
Tennessee. My father with ‘‘Old Tom’’ and another of the 
slaves drove from McWilliams Springs to Knoxville to bring 
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the body of his boy home. Albert is burie 
Field in Birminghan: REBATES Le EvoM 
‘ Grandfather was a great horseman. He was always astride 
a find white horse, and owned a number of other horses. I 
very distinctly remember seeing him, many times on that 
horse, his name was Whiter, 

In religion he was very devout, a strict Presbyterian. 
_ For many years before his death in 1886 he would give a 
i pizthday panty every year‘ at the Spring which bore his 


good-bye to his life long friends and announced that this 
would be his last birthday party. 

Then he cantered up the hill to the long rambling house 
among the trees overlooking what is now Tuxedo Park. 

And prophetically it was his last birthday. He died six 
op 4 ore his next birthday. But he was vigerous to 

€ Last. 

Grandfather was a tall clean shaven man with a shock of 
Snow white hair and brown eyes. It has been said that he 
Was a typical gentleman farmer, as he was never known to 
domanual labor. He was quite successful however in having 
it done by others and through his supervision he left a 
valuable estate. ; 

He was as I have said a Presbyterian. For some reason 
the strict ordanance observing members of the faith were 
in that day called ‘ ‘Blue Stocking Presbyterians’’, and as 
such he was known. ; 

. Grandfather had. prayer service every night and it was 
imperative that all his family, bond or free, should be 
Present. One of his sons, my half-Uncle Henry told me 
about this in the long ago, and said ‘“‘yes sir, Prayer 
and Bible every night and I ot awful damn tired of it.’’ 

Despite the weariness of his family and slaves grand- 
father never abandoned the practice, 

On Sundays he required the strict observance of the 
Old Testament Sabbath. There was no cooking to be done by 
the servants and the only gesture allowed resembling labor 
was the feeding of the stock: the turkeys, ducks, geese, 
and the chickens. 

There was no ASeauete market town near grandfather 
McWilliams house. Ely on could not supply the annual needs 
of the farmers. Certainly they themselves on their own 
lands produced a major part of their living necessities, 
Once a year though grandfather Mac would go on a journey 
to Tuscaloosa with one or more slaves on a wagon and 
return after a week or more with such stores and provis- 
ions his own land and labor failed to provide, 

Uncle Henry used to tell us that despite grandfather’s 
stern observance of all the Calvanistic Amentities in doct- 
rines grandfather always made the homeward journey from 
Tuscaloosa with a barre of whiskey or a barrel of brandy 
and a jug of wine included in the essentials of plantation 
life. This was long before well meaning people of other 
and like faiths, undertook to bring about the moral regen- 
eration of mankind in a program of reformation. : 

A faint recollection of my very early childhood is the 
‘old out door entrance of grandfather’s cellar where he 
kept his medicinal spirits and other valuables. 

Going through that entrance when the doors were thrown 
open and then down the steps into the dimly lighted sub- 
teranean of mystery always caused a thrill of expectancy 
and excitement, I still remember it and I recall the sweet 
musty smeli that held us children spellbound in happy 
imaginery as we began our exploration of his cellar. 
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MERKL BY: MRS. BESSIE SMITH MERKL 


Frank Lenodas Merkl married first Twelitha Franklin. 
They had a son Louis. His second marriage was to Annie 
McLean Harrell. Their children are: 1. Louise, 2. Annie 
Laurie, 3. Clarence, 4. Mary Frances. 

Re BS Louis married Bessie Smith. I have given this family 
history in the Smith family. 

2. Annie Laurie married Joseph Atwell Maxwell, son 
of Senie Nance and Esten Morette Maxwell of hes Saeed 
Their children are: (1) Annie Ruth, (2) Mary Elizabeth, 
(3) Joseph A., Jr., (4) Jane. 

(1) Annie Ruth married John Thomas Cain, son of 
Minnie Smith and John Calhoun Cain, Their children are: 
a. John, Jr., b.' Laurie, c. Michael, d. Thomas, eé. Kim- 
berly, who was adopted from the Holt Orphan’s Home in 


(2) Mary Elizabeth married Herschel Owens, Jr., son 
of Audie Simmons and Herschel Owens, Sr. of Birmingham 
Alabama. Their children are: a. Leslie, b. Briand, both 
adopted, c. Laurie. 

(3) Joseph A., Jr. married Nancy Miller of Toledo, 
Ohio. Their children are: a. Daniel, b. Joseph, II], c. 
Stephen, d. Paul, e. a baby. 

(4) Jane married Dr. John Daniel Lay of Savannah, 
Georgia. Their children are: a. John D., Jr., b. David 
Maxwell, c, Philin Walker. f 

3. Clarence Harrell Merkl married, August 21, 1921, 
Myrtle Minnie Dorough, daughter of Henry Elijah Dorough 
and Cleo Millie Bishop, Their children are: (1) Claire 
Eloise, married June 11 1943 to Chester Henry White, son 
of Albert L. White and Hazel King of Ohio. Their children 
are: a. Karen Renee and b. Richard Allen. 

(1) Clarence Harrell, Jr. who married Thelma Irene 
Griffis, daughter of John Griffis of Birmingham and Clara 
Cork of Tuscaloosa. Their children are: a. Terry Irene, 
b. John Timothy, c. David Harrell, d. Daniel Lee. They 
live in Belview Heights, Birmingham, Alabama. ‘ 

4. Louise Jane, Clarence’s oldegt sister married Mr. 
Sullivan, now deceased. They had a daughter, Patricia who 
married Jack Steele; now deceased. Patricia later married 
Robert Marshall of Silver Spring, Maryland. They have five 
children. Bob (Robert) had been married before and had 
three children by his first wife. 

Louise married Harry Helms of Maryland after Mr. 
Sullivan’s death. There were no children. } 

5. Mary Frances married first ae | Warren who was killed 
in World War Il. Later she married Neal Kanawyer. Their 
children are Merry Ann and Bill. 


METCALFE BY: MRS. F. E, METCALFE 


F., E. Metcalfe Parents and family: 
Cc. D. Metcalfe, Father 
Sythia Laton, Mother 
Homer Metcalfe, Brother 
Cora Metcalfe, Sister 
Edgie Metcalfe, Brother 
Florrie Metcalfe, Sister 
Margaret Campbell, Sister 
James P. Metcalfe, Brother 

My Daddy and Mother and family 
w. O. Putman, Father 
Rosia Glover, Mother 
Stella Putman, Sister 
Jessie Putman, Sister 
Era Putman, Sister 
R. L. Putman, Brother 
B. O. Putman, Brother 
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_ Kathleen Putman, Sister 
Our Famil 
Velma - Putman, Mother 
F. E. Metcalfe, Father 
Jesse yevauenn Metcalfe, Son 
Doris June etcalfe, Daughter 
Janice Faye Metcalfe, Daughter 
- J. Metcalfe (Bu dy). Son 
Charles Edward Metca fe, Son 


MOORE BY: MRS. M. L. (AVIS ROBERTS) MOORE 


M. L. Moore married Avis Roberts, Avis is the daughter of 
Lee and Atlas Nichols Roberts. Their children aren aa 
Gordon and Wayne (Bud), 1., Gordon and Wayne graduated at 

he University of Alabama in 1961. Wayne coaches at Texas 
A & M University. 

1. Gordon engineers with Stockham in Birmingham. Both 
boys were selected students. Both had scholarships. 
Gordon married Janet Alvis. 

2. Wayne (Bud) married Beth Marion. They have a boy, 
2h 7085” old. Beth graduated from the University of Alabama 

3. Brenda goes to University Center to school. She 
married Joe Bates who is a graduate of the University of 
Kentucky. They live in Anniston, Alabama. 


MORGAN BY: MRS. OTTO CARTEE 


Bishop Morgan married Dolly Phillips. Their children 
are: 1. Elwee, 2. Jack, 3. Dorothy, 4. Frances, 5. Morris, 
6. Mary, 7. Elizabeth, ‘8. Rush. 

1. Elwee married Catherine Jeter. Their children are: 
(1) Linda Jean, (2) Ricky. 

1) Linda Jean married a boy who’s first name is 
Ronnie. : 

2. Jack died in a Japanese War Camp in 1945. 

3. Dorothy married Hermon Isaac, 

4. Frances married 0. D. wrest 

5- Morris is married but has no children. 

6. Mary married Otto Cartee. Their children are: 
Mary Frances, nat Kenneth who married Christa Parker, 
Sarah goes to Hueytown High School in the 12th grade: 
Brenda is in the lith grade at Hueytown High School. 

7. Rush married (Mickey) Carol, I don’t know her 1 
name. Braxton is one of their children. There are seve 
more. 


-y — 


MORGAN BY: MRS. BILLY (NILA) KILLIAN 


Clyde Morgan married Hartselle Clark. Their children 
are: 1. Clyde, 2. Kenneth, 3. Nila. : ; 

1. Clyde married Jimmie Sue Jordon. Their children are: 
(1) Ronnie and (2) Donnie. : , ; 

2. Kenneth married Joyce Creel. Cinda is their daughter, 

3. Nila married Billy Killian. Their family history is 
found in the Killian family. 


MORGAN BY: MRS. FAY MORGAN BOOKOUT 


Edgar Lee Morgan married Martha Layton. Their children 
are: 1. Joy, 2. Fay, 3. Jo Ann, 4. Marie, 5. Carol, 

1. Joy married Robert Wilson. Their children are: CAL 
Martha Lou, 13 years old, (2) Laura Le, 4 years old. They 
live at Cape Kennedy where Robert is a photographer for 
R.C.A. in the space program. ‘ : 

2. Fay married Tom Bookout. mhey live in Snowtown. Tom 
runs an auto parts place. Their children are: (1) Bruce who 
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is 16 years old, (2) Linda and (3) Brenda 
old ~_ Say of Sores " : CSRS Ae eee 
-.Jo Ann marrie ames Taft. Their children are: 
Rachel Ann, who was 13 years old in December, (2) Janes 
Michael who was 7 years old in May. They live in Atlanta, 
4. Marie married first Glen Jarvis. They have a son, 
Steve. Marie married Second James Abel. He is an electric- 
aa ear Ns Fy. 
2 arol married Ray Tilson. They have ; y 
Born An eric rueay. ue x es bt 
e Morgan girls’ father was injured in Praco Mines, and 
died from the injuries 15 see ce later. Their wothek ia 
teaching kindergarten. She was lunchroom manager for sev- 
eral years at Porter. 


MORTON BY: MRS. RUBEN JAMES. 


_. Shirle Morton married Lettie Hardin. Shriley Kathleen 
is their daughter. My father died and later my mother mar- 
ried William Presnell. Their children were twins, William 
Anderson and Hester Marie. 

Shirley married Carlton James. Their children are: (i) 
Shirley Fay who married Tom Wallace. They have four child- 
ren: a. Randy, 9 years old, b. Sonia Fay, 8 years old, c. 
Kathy, 4 years old, d. Donna, 3 years old. 

Ronnie is a senior at Minor High School. 

Carlton James’ father is Ruben James and his mother is 
Edna Powell James. Both are dead. 


MURPHREE BY: H. B. MURPHREE 


Otis Newman Murphree married Minnie Childres, both from 
Cullman, Alabama. Their boy is H. B. (Harold Bernard) who 
married Flora Campbell Godfrey. Their children are: (1) 
Barbara Camille, who goes to South Eastern Bible College, 
Lakeland, Florida, (2) Paul Stephens, (3) Phillip Dean. 
They both go to Graysville School. 


MURRY BY: MRS. MAGGIE BUSBY 
James Murry married Dovie Lee Roper. Their children are: | 
1. Maggie, 2. Edna, 3. James, Jr. ; : 

1. Maggie married Wilson Busby. Their children are: (1) 
James Wilson, (2) Jimmie Howard, (3) Johnnie Robert, (4) 
George Davis. ; } 

2. Edna married Charles Gibbs. Their children are: (1) 
Tommie, (2) Maggie, £8) gaosy (4) Dean. G ; 

3. James married Ollie Mae Wilbert. Their children are: 
(1) Shella Ann, (2) James (Bob), (3) Sandy, (4) Cherri. 


NEW BY: HELEN NEW MASKE 


Marion Sanford New married Etta Dora Willie Ann Tanner. 
Their children are: ; i 

1. Mattie Lou who married Frank Leist. They have a 
daughter, Joan. : 

2. Dora Mae married Loice Hodges. Their children are: 
(1) Jimmie who married a girl named Mary. Their children 
are: a. Lynn and b. Susan. 

3. Wayne married a girl named Norma. 

4. Charles is not married ’ } 

5. Helen Luthell married R. E, Maske, Jr. Their family 
history is found in the Maske family. ; , 

6. Margaret Estell married Edwin Herndon. Their children 
are: (1) Edwin, Jr. who married Sherry Thomas, (2) Sandy 
and (3) Rene. 
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NICHOLS (Nicholas) 


FAMILY ORIGIN AND COAT OF ARMS 


MOTTO: **‘T11li nunguam cedunt’’ 
(They never yield) 


ARMS: Azure, a fesse between three 
lion heads erased or. 


CREST: A tiger sejant ermine 





Records yield the information that the original Ni 
ghia Sen te ly pres See Ae EeO iron its hae i 
\ ni_who came to En i 
f King Edward the ConféSsor. 6 VOR re aa PRN 
One of the most distinguished names in the British 
mpire, persons bearing this name have attained great fame 


and position giving service to their country. For many 


enerations members of this family have contributed greatl 
o the military and political lives of England. : 4 
One of the early settlers in the colonies was Francis 


Nichols who came here about 1639 from Bedfordshire. Later 


marrying Anne Wines, of Welsh extraction, he settled on 
pong Island. 

ersons can be found apes A pee pn our nation today who 
are descendants of this fine old family and they are repre- 
sented in the world of business as well as arts and letter. 


A HISTORY OF THE NICHOLS FAMILY OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALA. 
BY: ROBERT NICHOLS AND EDITH DeSHAZO NICHOLS 


During the Nineteenth Century, the majority of men in 
the southern states made their living by Sais Often the 
land was abused and soon was so non-productive that farmers 
and their families were forced to move on to the frontier 
to newly opened lands. By mid-century the Black Belt in 
Southern Alabama had already been settled but in the green 
hills of the northern part of the state was still much land 
to be claimed. 

Among the settlers of Jefferson County, Alabama, was my 
randfather, Thomas Jefferson Nichols. The story, passed 
own from parent to children, is that Grandpa Nichols left 

Georgia with his wife, two children, an aida'oed) THeir 


worldly goods on a sleigh-type conveyance pulled by oxen. 


The year was about 1845. 

During the search for land, soon after coming to Alabama 
a memorable adventure took place. They had camped out for 
the night under a tree. Grandpa was awakened by a noise 
overhead. He saw a cougar crouched on the limb directly 
over him. Stealthily he reached for the handle of his bowie 
knife. Just as the cougar sprang, he raised the knife and 
impaled the animal on the sharp curved blade. 

It is known that they stopped for some time near the 
Click family homestead in what is now Midfield, Alabama. 
His wife must have died soon after the birth of their third 
child in 1846. The Clicks were very kind to the father with 
the motherless children. We believe, but have no proof, 
that his first wife may have been buried in Lie .CLiUGR 
pile 4 pay te Be : ‘ 

Matthew Moss Click and his wife Susan were the parents 
of seven daughters, the oldest of whom was Elizabeth Jane. 
The widower Nichols, like most frontier men, admired girls 
like Elizabeth, strong, healthy, and LURDs In addition, she 
had very long, bright red hair. He often old her that from 
the first he thought she was the most beautiful woman he 
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ried. mi cousins Lucy Beal and her sister Fannie have bee 
of invalu 






Second, Nancy Ann, as being six, born in Georgia, an 
Absalom as being five and born in Alabama. Therefore, their 
years of birth would be 1839, 1844, and 1845. Matthew, th 
son of Thomas and Elizabeth, was listed as one year old. 


ut my father often said the information was wrong. Cousin 

mc | and Fannie remember that at Grandma’s funeral, sev- 
eral talked about her having lived to be 70. She died on 
August 7, 1900, a few days before her birthday August 19. 
If she were born in 1829, she would have been 40. The cen- 
Sus records also prove that Grandma was born in 1829. In 
addition to the 1850 census, when she was listed as 21, we 
searched the 1860 census. The records are too dim to be 
read in places, but Elizabeth, aged 31, and Thomas, aged. 
47, are very plain. 

This same census of 1850 also supplied information about 
Elizabeth’s parents and sisters. Her father, Matthew Moss 
Click, was born in 1810 in TennesSee and her mother Susan, 
in 1810 in South Carolina. The second daughter was Ann 
Eliza, born in 1838. She later married a Mr. Ration 
Maretta (called Mary) was born in 1840 and married a Mr. 
Rocket. argaret, (1842-1926) married Thomas Ayers who for 
many years was Tax Collector of Jefferson County. The 
graves of Margaret and her husband are in Walnut Grove 
Cemetery near Wilks, several blocks from the Click Cemetery 
The next daughter was Susan, born in 1845, who married a 
Mr. Anderson. Sallie, born 1855, died 1880, married Mose 
Field, the son of the first white child born in Jefferson 
gael The youngest daughter was Kitty who married a Mr. 

are, 

Elizabeth’s grandfather, the father of Matthew Moss 
Click, was named John Click. He fought in the Revolutionary 
War. His name-is listed on a plaque mounted in a big boul- 
der near the Birmingham City Library and Jefferson County 
Courthouse. The plaque is in memory of the sixteen patriots 
of Jefferson County who fought in the Revolution and was 
erected by the Sumpter Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. We know that John and his son entered 
land in what is now Midfield. John seems to have come first 
and Moss followed a few years later. 

In the Click Cemetery, adjoining the property of the 
Midfield Baptist Church, are buried John, Moss, his wife 
Susan, Sallie and other members of the family. There is 
one large beautiful marker with the words, ‘‘In Memory of 
the Click Family’’, and no designation as to exactly where 
the graves are. However, there are mb Sa oe markers,for 
Sallie, Susan, and Ann Click. We do not know who Ann was, 
We found it gave us a strange wonderful feeling to stand 
there knowing that my great-grandparents and great-great- 
grandfather were buried there. We plan to take our children 
and grandchildren to this cemetery when they visit us. 

Moss Click seems to have been a man of means. Lucy has 
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een his big, two story Colonial-type house. Of course whe 
he saw it, Moss had been dead for man ears and it Was 
n need of repair. Yet it still retained the memory of its 
bar eee grace and beauty. The property was bought by a 
eal estate von ay the house was torn down. A part of the 
RAS Shopping Center is on what was once the Click 
Grandfather Nichols and Elizabeth’s first child was 
‘named enn ey for her grandfather. He died before he was 
three. Matthew was the first child to grow to adulthood. 
The 1850 census shows that they had moved from Midfield 
and lived near the Warrior River. Their names are found in 
what was then called the Short Creek Beat. Probate Court 
records show he entered land on March 5, 1855 in Section 
33, Township 16, Range 5 West, near the river. 

Elizabeth was a colorful and perhaps in some reSpects a 
difficult woman. She had a fiery temper to match her flam- 
ing hair. It had been hinted that she was vain and that 
she did not hunt for work to do. However there must have 
been much to try her patience as a enone wife with three 
spirited stepchildren, in addition to her own babies who 
arrived one after the other. It must have been a harder 
life than she was used to in her father’s comfortable house 
with servants and many slaves. 

Her father gave her a slave when she married, probably a 
young girl to help with the house work. The slave lived 
with them from 1847 until she was freed in 1865. 

_Elizabeth’s slave married and raised a family. Matthew 
Elizabeth’s first baby to grow up, and the slave was his 
nurse, so she was extra fond of him. 

Atlas’ daughter, Mrs. Avis Roberts Moore says, ‘ ‘when 
Beno ee ehst Matt Nichols decided to move to Cullman County 

he exslaves of his father went with him. Their descen- 

dants lived in and around Arkadelphia. Their sir names is 
Woody. These exSlaves, went to my mother’s and father’s 
wedding, 

. Matthew Moss Click had the name of being a good slave 
master. Uncle Tom liked to tell about the time he drove 
the team for grandma when they came up to see her family. 
After spending one night in Midfield they were returning to 
their home, they decided to drive by what is now Edgewater 
to see a former slave of her father, that Elizabeth had 
always been fond of. When they ‘‘hallowed’’ at the gate the 
negro woman came out to see who it was; upon seeing who it 
was she rushed out and hugged Elizabeth exclaiming, * ‘My 
Child, My Child’’ my Miss Elizabeth I am so glad to see 
you’’. She took them in and would not let them leave until 
she had cooked them a good dinner, including old time 
Southern fried chicken. : 

In all, Elizabeth and Thomas had twelve children who 
survived and four who died, plus the three stepchildren, 
making nineteen. There is also a family tradition that 
three died who were born to his first wife, making his the 
father of twenty-two in all. The names of the surviving 
children were Matthew, Andrew, Alfred, Eliza, Thomas, Jr 
Pink, Lude, Robert, Harlin, Sarah, Margaret, and Solomon. 

Since the first six children were boys except Eliza, 
Grandma had to teach the boys to help with the house work. 
They soon became very adapt t cooking, spinning, weaving, 
ego S Es ironing, washing dishes, and all other household 
chores. 

Lucy says Grandma was very systematic in scheduling her 
work. She set up very high standards for herself and her 
children. She required each boy to weave a set amount of 
cloth every day. For herself her goal was two yards each 
day even if she had to weave late into the night. Her dail 
routine was set up to include one hour of mending. Al 
cloth had to be hand made. She was a proud person who could 
not endure the idea of any member of her family looking 
neglected. 379 


My brother Dexter and his wife Annie often had ie’ 
grandmother, Enice Williams Baglcy, tell them a ae th 


boys, and a son named Samuel, who died at 18 
buried in the Williams Cemetery. The cemetery at 
burg where Grandpa and Grandma Nichols are buried was no 





1850’ s and 1860’s. The aie aees'y grew up to be fine men, 

t entertainment, as boys, they 
were sometimes troublesome to Elizabeth, For that reason, 
their father usually kept them with him, During one trip 
he left them at home. Everytime Elizabeth came out to the 
well for water or for firewood for the stove they threw 
rocks at her and drove her in. When their father came home 
She had not been able to cook a meal for the family. 

All of these anecdotes are included to make these ances- 
tors come alive to their descendents as real eople with 
both strengths and failings. Another such incident related 
aM Mrs. Bagley concerned the stepdaughter Nancy Ann. Once 
when the boys and their father were out hunting, Elizabeth 
and Nancy got into an argument. Elizabeth threw a spindle 
from a loom, cutting a gash on the girls cheek. She begged — 
Nancy not to tell her father and promised that if she would — 
not she would weave cloth and make her a new dress. She — 
kept her promise. When the father returned, Nancy told him 
that they had no paper to start a fire and that she was up 
on the rail fence pulling off dry bark for the fire when 
She fell and hurt herself. They never told their secrets 
and the deception brought them much closer together. 

Another story that has been Diag ing down from generation 
to generation was built around the War Between the States. 
The Yankee soldiers located the unpretentious Nichols home, 
they marched around it several times to scare them, then 
went to the barn and threw out every ear of corn in it. 
After feeding the northern stock, they filled their saddle 
bags and tried to destroy all that was left by stomping it 
into the dirt. They reasoned that they could starve out the 
South by this method and win the war earlier. 

After they left the come gathered up and salvaged all 
the corn that they could to feed their own stock. 

Some way the soldiers did not find Mr. Williams house, 

a neighbor of the Nichols. Grandpa went to him to try to 
oy corn for meal and feed for his animals. Mr. Williams 
told him that he could only let him have corn for meal for 
for bread for his family but no feed for his stock. 

During planting time they could only plow one half day 
and let the stoc forage for food the other half. The 
family would plant, hoe, and try to make up for the loss of 
the work of the animals and get the crops to growing. They 
harvested a fairly.good crop and no stock died of star- 
vation, but they became very bony. , 

Grandfather had a very high sense of honor. He signed a 
note with another man for him to borrow $125. After the 
war ended all debts were cancelled: and the borrower took 
advantage of this and would not pay the debt. Grandfather 
Said, ‘‘I feel that this is an honest debt, my word is my 
bond, if you do not pay this I feel that I will have to do 

Go? * 


Although this. was, a sacrifice to him family, since 
cotton was his only money crop and the income from it had 
to be used to pay this debt, he struggled until every penny 
of it was paid. I wonder if we fully-realize the splendid 
heritage that has been passed down to us by example coun- 
seling by these forefathers and parents. Our esire ‘to 
reach a higher place in life, ideals of honesty, thrift, 
truthfulness, determination and many others were, no doubt, 
planted deep within us by them. 
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¥ Grandfather was a tall man, about six feet-two. In later 
€ars he had a white swelling of the leg, then called 
Lk arte its Ele hae} Babe ae AEE 

ve Teet-three, and weighed 240 pounds when she 
John Collier, who died a few years ned at the age of 


is ompletely off the road before the wagons could pass. 

§ 

¥ 

them, Alma Davis, says whe used to love to visit her grand- 


that each time her grandmother washed her face she always 
used a little bag of starch for face powder, this being 
before cosmetics were available. 


Vicksburg Areas. During their marches through Mississippi 
they were impressed by the fertility and abundance of un- 


resolution. They settled in Itawamba County in Northeastern 
Mississippi, acquired large holdings, and prospered, 

_. The step daughter Nancy Ann who was also called Mary 
first married a Mr. Gillian and had a son Billy. They lived 
near Elizabeth and Thomas. Mr. Gillian died and she married 
Andrew Kemp. She had a son Andrew, Jr. and a daughter. She 
also had grandsons, Leon and William. They lived in Brook- 
cry SP our 1905. We have lost trace of that part of the 

amily. 

Many of the other children entered land and lived near 
their parents. Probate Court records show grants to Matthew 
in 1881, Andrew in 1881, Alfred in 1880, Harlin in 1888, 
their mother Elizabeth in 1888, and the last grant to 
Thomas. Uncle Matthew lived nearby for many years, but 
after he was 50 he sold his land and moved to Cullman 
County near Bremen, Alabama. Since he owned both mineral 
and surface rights he was able to get $1,400 and was paid 
in gold. He used this to buy a better farm. Some of his 
children still living in Cullman County. My: brother Bergy 
still enjoys telling about the time he and brother Grover 
each rode a mule up to Cullman and spent one night with 
Aunt Missouri and Uncle Matthew. 

Grandfather Thomas died in 1877 of pneumonia. Solomon, 
the youngest child, was only a year old. The other children 
still living at home were Tom, Jr., Pink, Lude, Robert, 
Harl, Sarah, and Margaret. Tom was 18 and Pink about 16. 
They raised a crop each year to feed the family. Tom stayed 
for six years after his father died. When he married, 
Robert was 18 and he took over the farm. Gradually each of 
the children married, down to Solomon (Solly), the youngest 
who took his wife to live with his mother. Solly died at 
the age of 21 in August, 1897. Then Elizabeth went to live 
with her son, Harl, but after only four months, Harl died. 
After that she lived for about three years with Pink, also 
spending much time visiting among her children, until her 
death in 1900. 

In checking somewhat older records at the Court House, 
we revealed some salient though quite interesting events 
pertaining to our parents. We found that our father, Robert 
B. Nichols, on September 27, 1888 bought three - 40 acre 
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tracts of land from Reuben L. opis 
number 22916, Beret. Sas koulehior » Ré 
also discovered that he married our mot er, Alice 
March 8, 1889. Incidentally, our brother Dexte 68, ties 
first child born to this wedlock. He arrived December 23, 
The home consisted of a rather large log ya 
another built of lumber. These rooms were separated 
hallway and were braced by a full length front porch. 
The first oft ad children were born in this house. 
Dretty well authenticated that the late Aunt Sallie Cooper 
and Martha Allen served as mid-wives at all these births. 





B 
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Pinally, about 1904, Father decided that was an urgent 
need for larger living quarters and that he was able to 
build a more expensive and roomier home for us. This home 
was built on land that Dad secured from his mother. It had 
been homesteaded from the Federal Government by his father, 
Thomas Jefferson Nichols. 

. Dad hired Jud Hood, a cousin to our mother, to come with 
his wagon and yoke of oxen, and stay with us as he hauled 
brick, lumber and other building materials from Adamsville 
eight miles distant, with which to build the new home. It 
took an entire Day for Mr. Hood to go and return with a 
load of material. In the meantime, Dad hired a driller to. 
Sink a bored well that furnished an adequate amount of pure 
water. He employed several carpenters, brick masons, and 
other handy men. Before too tong we were able to move into 
Our new home, consisting of five ceiled bedrooms, a large 
combination kitchen and dining room. It also contained 
Pe A Chimneys, hallway, and a front porch 70 feet in 

ngth. 

; Alice, Oscar, and Estella were the three children born 
in this new home. A practicing physician from Porter was in 
attendance at these births. Although both our ‘ ‘Grand- 
mothers’’ were short in Stature, our mother was five feet 
ten inches tall and Dad was over six feet; therefore most 
of our family were rather tall and stalwart. 

. One of the most historic land marks of the area was the 
Nichols’ fish trap; first erected! by our grandfather, later 
rebuilt by our father and operated by him and the family 
for a half a century. Additional height added to Lock No. 
17 covered the trap and put it out of business. This was 
in 1938, the same year our father died. 

. Several years ago Alice and her late husband, Alvis 
Higgins, dismantled and salvaged the worth while building 
material and rebuilt a new home on the old homesite. 

These Nichols families in both Alabama and Mississippi 
were strong supporters of schools and churches. There were 
a number of ministers in the family and many girls married 

reachers, The Nichols families also supplied numerous weli 

nown teachers. In Alabama the most noted preacher, no 
doubt, was the late Rev. Amos Nichols, who was honored by 
several national periodical such as ‘‘Who’s Who in America 
as a Baptist Preacher’’, 

For a number of years a Nichols reunion was held each 
Summer, usually in June. The Alabama Nichols would alter- 
nate visits with their Mississippi cousins, This writer 
will never forget one occasion when the Mississippians 
Chartered a bus, filled it to capacity, and arrived fairly 
early at the meeting place on that Sunday morning. Much 
food was always furnished at these gatherings and there 
were plenty of topics for lively discussion. With the 
arrival of World War II and the consequent rationing of 
gasoline these excursions had to be halted. Many of the 
older members of the family have passed e444 and younger 
ones have never revived the custom of a Nichols reunion. 


382 








ie eas 7 ae 
'S AND ELIZABETH NICHOLS 


1 March 18, 1849, died November 
57 at Borso Missouri Ann Parker, born 
children are: 

ruary 22, 1870 married Joseph J. 


., __.(@) Ellis married Rona Black. Their children are: 
(i) Erwood, Ellis, Betty Joe, Ann died a : 
lta married Wilford Hicks. Their children are: 
i) Elizabeth, Virginia, Dr. John Helen, 
(ie) Josep , Jr. married Mary Whitehead. Their 
children are: 
(i) Furman, Betty Lou, Sue, William. 
fa) Homer married Ledell, 
, Vancie married Jimmie. 
(f) McKinley (Mc) married Jeneva Johnson. Their 
children are: 
(i) McKinley, Jr., Harlin, Catherine, Gail. 
(g) Atlas married Arthur Harrison. Their children 
are: (i) Cale married Gladys Summer] ine 
2. Tommy born November 16, 1871 married Catherine 
Quinn. Their children are: 
_ (a) Cora Letha born February 3, 1892 married Edward 
Myers. Their children are: 
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fi) Mattie, Martha, Andrew Jackson, Catherine, Muriel, 
ohn Wesley, Hazel (killed at 16), William Thomas, Annie 
Lee, Wanda Sue. 


Skelton. Their child is: 


Vonie Lee born January 11, 1901 married Henry 
Hogland. Their children are: 
(i) Acie, Alomas (killed in mines in Col. ),. Opal; : : 
2. Tommy second wife was Ada Alice Cooper. Their chil- 
dren are: : 
(a) James Elda (Eldie) born November 3, 1904 married 
Ola Skelton. Their children are: 
(1) James Eldie, Jewell Dean, Clarence Edward, Mary Joyce. 
§> Gertrude born February 24, 1906 married Fred 
Hoagland. Their children are: 
(1) Fred, Jr., Billy Hugh, Jerry Douglas. 
(c) Florence born May 14, 1909 married B. Kelly. 
Their children are: 
(1) Charlene, Johnie, Billy, Frank, Faye, Donald Margarete. 
(d) Gervance married Carl Parker. Their children are 
(i) William Thomas, Doris Jean, David Mitchem (Buddy). 
(e) Ida born January 14, 1916 married Dan Cordar. f 
(f) Ambrose (Amberse) married Flossie Mauldin. Their 
children are: 
(i) Ambrose, Jr., Howard, Elaine, Kenneth, 
Z) William Wallace aes 8) borr August 4, 1929 
married Verda McKay. Their child is: 
(i) Donna Kay. ‘ 
(h) Wilson Lavollace) Twin) born August 4, 1929 
married Lorin Hallman. Their child is: 
(i) William Randall (Randy). i 
3. Catherine (Kate) born October 22, 1876 married 
Anthony Alexander. Their children are: 
(a) Effie, (b) Eskel, (c) Lennie. 


4. Ambrose Joshua born October 26, 1876, died April 
9, 1916 married Martha Ann Butler, born June 22, 1881. 
(a) Annie Rae married Lonnie Scott Anderson. Their 


children are: 
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(i) James died at 8 years of ree. 
(i) Ruth married H, G, Mitchel 
Linda, Michael 
(i) Donald married Lois de 
Stevie, Scottie 
(i) Nancy married Ralph Lamar McKee 
Ralph Lamar, Jr.) 
ft? Freddie 
i) David y 
(b) Martha Elizabeth married Clarence Lee Downs, 
(i) Martha Lois married Irby T. Yates. 
‘ hye fe T. Yates, Jr.) 
(1) Clarence Lowel] married Ruth Oliver, 
_ (Pamela, Paul) 
(i) Annie Jerene married George Adkins, 
(Richard (Ricky), Gentry, Cynthia (Cindy) Blizabet 
: (c) Zelma Catherine married George Bell. They live 
1n Texarkana, Texas, 
5. Jhon Moss born waeate 4, 1879, died February 19, 
1958 married in 1897 to Mardula Alexander, born September 
17, 1882. Their children are: 
{a Flossie married February 1924 to Charles Morrow, 
who die December 22, 1964, 
(i) Imojean married Albert Tavell, 
Spe: Randall, Steve, Darrell) 
(i) Morrell married Imojean Pryler, 
( Gary, Martha, Larry, Jonnny) 
(b) John N. born 1904 married Madle Drummon,. 
(i) Billy married Betty Parker 
(Nina, Celia, Kenneth) 
(i) Betty married Ralph Banks, 
Timmy, Lynn) 
(i) Margaret married Edward Bates, 
(John, Jefferey Lynn) 
(i) Johnnie Faye married Rev. Earl Barnett 
(Jeannie, Debbie, Earl, Jr. 
(C) Maidie married Osmond Fowler 
(i) C. L., married Norma Sandlin 
(Joan, Julia) 
(i) J. L. married Marie Pledger, 
(Donna, Buzzie) 
(1) Doris married Joe Busby. 
Sue, Rickey) 
(i) Margie married Richard Clark, 
(Jeffery) 
(i) Maurry married Virginia Garmon, 
(Mark, Mike) 
(d) William (Bill) born October 4, 1907 married Ruby 
Anderson 
(i) Colene married Garland Calvert. 
(Phyllis, David) | 
(i) Neil married Betty Vandiver 
(Berry, Bradley) 
(i) Bobbie died March 1936 married Lonny Isbell. 
(Mike, (Triplercs) Mark, Philip, Keith) 
(i) Lavon married Janice Field. 
(€) Ressie married Hubert Early 
(i) Janice, Robert, Norris, Lavonda, 
(i) Opal married A. ¢, Williams 
(Mitchel, Susan, Sheila, Machelle) 
(i) Rabon married Lawana McClure, 
(Twins, Karon Sharon) 
(i) Aubrey married Becky Warden. 
‘(f) K. C. born May 17, 1912 married Rva Wolf, 
(i) Charles married Betty Campbell 
(terra, Abad. 
(i) Shelby married John Myers 
(Gary, Sandra, Teresa, ) 
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7 t. e 
fe Lewis born Septemb : 
to Plitte ai PF Bep ember 8, 1914 married January 9, 


Juanita married fred Ovadal 
a OE al, Michael, Mark 
: ates married Sue Ballew. 1883 ied 
‘ ; nie as rn Ju . . 
Bad ‘to {de Roberts ¥ married December 7 
r fe Alvis married Morell Moore. 
| 7 teas fet (Re Babee 8, 1885 ied Feb 

5 re Orn December 8, 1 i 
1912 ati hee seiaer rr Pes iad Gi 
a ristine marrie as ontgomer 
(i) adopted ete Robert and irl, : r. 

n 


PC i) watt ie’; Sandra 


Australia. 
} 8. Matthew born July 12, 1888, died August 29, 1936 
married Lola Lee Suggs. ; 
(a) Robert married Lillie Mae Odom. 
(i) Bonnie, Nell 
’ (b) Otis married Elva McCough 
(i) Frank, Ray, Elizabeth. 
(c) Fleta married Henry Green. 
(i) James Earl, Barbara Ann, Arthur. 
Matthew, Jr. married Mildred Cooper. 
(i) Billy, James, Glenn, Terry Leodis, Judy, Ann, Jerry. 
; (e) Fannie married Douglas Anglebert,. 
(i) Lawrence, Charles, James, 
(f) Pauline married Jessie McGough. 
(i) Fay, Thomas, Betty Jean, Sandra, Pamela. 
j (8) Essie Mae married Gene Pritchett. 
(i) Linda, Robin. 
(hd Audrey is married 
(1) Sue, Nickey, Micheal. 
I, Andrew J. Nichols born April 1, 1852, died February 
5, 1916 married first Ann Thomas, Second wife BF. Josie 
Randall, 
1. Zula married Mr. Holmes. 
(a) Gertrude married Columbus Goldsmith. 
) Ovella married John Honeycutt, 
43 Johnny, Monroe, Carolyn, Linda, Sharon, Susan, Jimmy, 
) 










orah., 
(b) Lucy Kate married Robert Donaldson, 
r | phi Brenda Kay (deceased), Robert (Bobby), baby 
ied, 
$c? Rose Mae married Ivan Hogan. 
i) Sandra, Virginia, Mary, Donna, David. 
Second Husband of er SAAD Gurley Vines. 
(a) Mildred married Pervia Hurley. 
(1) Eugene, Harvey, Alice Faye, Judy. 
(b) Susan, Jane deceased, 
(c) Juanita, 
(d) Hezzie, 
e) Betty Ann, 
ti aarley, dF, 
Sam is married, 
.] Ralph. 
lie married Harlem Parsons. 
Ruth (dead) _ r 
Lattys married Robbert DeLeviga 


Ba 
d 


( 
( 
D 
(i 
girl 
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illa married Lincoln Cooper. 

) Effie married John Buchanan. 

Audry married David Trucks 
Willie married Earnest 

ucy married Robert Evans 

) Millard married Lillie Mae Scott. 

) Lawrence married Florence Tinion. 

‘ Robert married Emma Brasher. 


( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
Pa 
( 
( 
( 
( Maudie married aad | Ph Gioiello. 








III. Alfred Walker Nichols born November in 1854, c died 
July 12, 1914 married Kitty Vines born June 29, 1854, 
died June 10, 1923. ' 


1. Hattie married Walter Black. 7 

(a) Freddy married Williams . 

2. William. born January 23, 1875 die : March, 1936. ie 
married Molly Young, born March 29, 1882, died. Aprild 8, 


‘1964, 

(a) Elbert married Pearl Sumner. 
(i) Daphene, James 

) Audie married William Todd, 

(i) William E., Marie, Thelma Jean. 

(c) Pearl married Claude Hogan. 
(i) Kathleen, Edwin, Thomas, Lois, Faye, Jimmy, Ronald. 

d) Iva M, married Ray Hogan, 
ye Huel (killed in service in World War II), Mary, Annie, 


bie. 
a ad M. married Odell Barber. 


(i) Mil 
; (f) Flora married Albert Todd. 
(i) aa Mae, Louise, Doris, Ruth, Gail. 
; ) Alvan married Olean Mears. 
(i) Gwen Olyn, Donald Wayne, Patricia. 
(h) ucille married Charna Higgins. 
(i) Frank married Catherine Creel. 
(i) Sylvia Rae, Rodney, Randy 
: (j) Joe’ married Hazel Shelton. 
(i) Marteen, Joanne, Rebecca. 
3. Moss Click (1) Gertrude, born March 8, 1880, died 
June 23, 195: married first Carrie Lee Black, ‘second wife, 
1905, Nan Youngblood (widow), born November 23, 1880, died 
February 15, 1963. 
(1) ean (2) Stanley, (3) Inze. 


; ; (a) Nora Mae married Virgil Hogan. 
(1) Virgil Reese, Franklin Moss. 
f (b) Hazel married Harold J. Justice. 
(i) Harold, Jr., Lawrence Neal. 
; fc) Evelyn married Alvin Dean. 
(i) Martha Na 
(d) Jewell Kathleen married James M. Friday. 
(i) Janice, Carol. 
‘ (e) Alfred John married Myra Thompson. 
(i) dae tt John Walker. 


: (f) Jack Donald married Ruth Massey. 
(i) Jacqueline, Gerald. 
(g) Moss Click, JT. bore August... 162) 220 
died January 21, 1929 
4. Ethel married James Turner. 
ee (a) Clyde, (b) Lola Mae, (c) Ruby (deceased), (d) 
HELE. 
5. Amos born November 23, 1882, died July 26, 1959 
married Dessie Rainey, born November 34, 1890. 
(a) Matthew married Roma Lee DeVaughn. 
(i) Dwight, Yvonne. 
married Alma Campbell. 
(i) Claudette, Matthew, Jr., 
b) Clifford Waller married Flossie Smith. 
(i) Linda Sue, Wallace. 
(c) Alfred, Born August 4, 1914 
Died August 27, 1934 
(d) Percy married Gussie Mae March 
(i) W. Percy, Judy, Jackie 
(e) Mary married Rev. Ralph Stevenson. 
(i) Branda, Phillip, Lowell, Sarah, Susan. 
(f) Bertha married Earl McCoy. 


(1) Peggy. : 
. (8) Edna Earle married Clarence Weems. 
(i) Beverly, Michael 


(h) Myrtle Lee married Clifford McIntosh. 
(i) Steven, Shelia. ye 


; © ay eis married Joe Huey. 
it 4 ara married Newman McDonald. 
larence married Fannie Stewart. 
- Paul married Mildred Julian, 
d) Lewis is not married. 
7. John born December 27, 1888, died June, 1938, mar- 
ried Baie obs te. i 7 . 
, ar e a ‘ at married Ornell Norwood. 
(i) Geraldine, Philli werne S vs 
(b) Kenneth, Born Dareher: 2, 1919 
Died May 2, 1933 
(c) egeens married Marelen Edwards. 
$3) rT trail Yd ra ied Kent. 
yde married Fa en 
(i) Clyde 4 


(e} Gareid died Age 20, August 8, 1947. 
IV. Eliza Etta Nichols, born February 38, 1857, died 
August 25, 1939 paryice Martin Shoemaker. 
1. Thomas married Ella Holmes. 
(a) Raymond (dead), gb) Bertie Mae, (c) Alvin. 
2. Ida (dead) married Jasper Holmes. 
(a) Calvin married Emily Lusk. 
(i) ier bi Jr., Douglass. 
f -f parece Chalmers St. baad, Carrie Alexander. 
(43 Bills. Lettie married Max Woo 
i 


(a) Etta married Henry Miller. 

(i) Charles, Fred. 

3. Alfred barriéa Dora Brooks, born October 12, 1889, 

Died March 30, 1952. 
(a) Harold, (b) Grace married Pettus Campbell, (c) 
Alfred, Jr. (dead). 
4. Alvis married Luther Stuart. | 
fp) Marjorie married John Williamson 
b) Melvin married Estelle 

(c) Lucy Jean married Doris Gable. 

V. Thomas Jefferson Nichols, born January 11, 1859, died 
January 7, 1945 married Ann Elizabeth Evans, born 
December 2, 1&62, died June 12, 1903. 

1. Lucy, born January 7 1884 married Charles Beal, 

born February 18, 1880, died January 4, 1958 

(a) Myra married Hubert B. Bailey. 

Gy cuakes ta Pete Willian. 

4 Jewel married M. B. Dendy. 

Ci3 borot y, Dr. John Bohanan. 

Cc) William married Hazel Williamson. 

(i) Patsy, Jean, Peggy, Marilou. 

(d) Sylvia married Robert J. Kyle. 

(i) Charles, Raymond, Regina. 
os Fannie, born Bentbabat aa, i285 

3. Mollie married Arthur Quinn. ; 
(a) Leah, died January, 1964 married Arthur Quinn. 
(i) Molly Ann, Joan. 
4. James Thomas, Born May 9, 1887 : 
Died September 9, 1942 (South America) 
5. Moss (M.M.) born August 2, 1891, died November 10, 
1953 married Mildred Sumner. 
a) Glen is not married. 
b) Herbert (dead) married Sybel Sanders. 
(33 Eva Mae married Walten Lingo. 
d Matthew Moss married Mary Jo Varner. 
ee,’ Js Te* PS net’ married 
6. Etta, born June 18, 1895 married Oscar Hooper. 
(a) Valett married William Phillips. 
b) Gaila married Joe Layton. 
{2 ho Ann 
£83 Annie Ruth not married : ; 
d) Robert married Sarah Jo Fikes. Robert died in 
1962. (i) Gaila Jean. 
(e) Charles not married 
7. Infant died sidiigioned tah 1900. 


= 
rs) 
La j 
Q 
fd 
— 
foe) 





VI. James Pinckney Nichols married Nancy Morgan, 
1. Lula (died of child birth) married Samp Quinn. ; 
2. Vula, born May, 1887, died March 31, 1924 married 


Leonard stiff. 


( 

(b) Lillian married William Duckworth. 
{3} Kenneth (killed) 

d) David married Faye Morgan, 

(e) Violet married Frank Brock. 

(f) Furman married Florence Sweat. 

_3., Alma Mae, born June 14, 1891, died June 22, 19 
married April 24, 1909 William H. Short, born March 1 
1890, died May 31, 1956. 

(a) Roland married Dorothy Lewis. 
(i) Libby Kathryn, Roland, Jr. j 
Second wife, Dorothy Vanvorius. | 
(b) Lois married Pearson Bradley. 
(i) Libby Carolyn, Charles. 
(c) Esther married Dr. Lee Roy Mims. 
(i) Roy, Ronnie, Monty. 
(d) Christine married Howard Campbell. 
(i) Nancy, Dorothy Jean. 
(e) Billie Jean married John W. Ed 
: 4. Byrd, born December 9, 1893, died February 20, 1932. 
married Paul Short. 
(a) Opal married Preston PL be, 
(i) John Preston, Jr. (born Nov. 1943, died Aug. 1962), Ann 
Elizabeth. ‘ 
(b) Paul, Jr. married Verdell Glover. 
(i) Wayne. i 
(c) Charles married Hazel Olvey., 
(d) B. J. married Carolyn Brassfield. i 

5. Myrtle, born May 27, 1896, died May 1, 1963 married 

Claude Whatley. | : 
6. - Pinckney Nichols, Jr. born January 31, 1890 
married Nancy Short. 
(a) J. D., Born March 22, 1916. 
Died December 9, 1936 
(b) Juderia, Born September 22, 1919 
Died July 21, 1928 
(c) Dolly Sue, born yanuery 27, 1927 married Ord 
Garner. (i) Shelia Rena, Anil, Kary. 
(d) Ralph, born October 2, 1929.married Thelma Reid. 
(i) Tabatha. é ; ‘ 
7. Eugene Nichols married Charlie McBee, 


35 
0, 


(a) Eugene (killed) 

(b) Ted married Margaret Lay 

(c) Jack married Lera Cooper 

(d) Jerry married Mary Persell 

(e} Fbhd | married Howard Haynes 

(f) Mitchell married Faye Matthews. 

VII. Lula (Lude) Nichols, born November 16. 1862, died 
August, 1938 married December 16, 1881 Jefferson 
Salter, born January 19, 1861, died September, 1932. 
1. Martha, Born October 22, 1882 

Died April 7, 1884 ! 
2. Thomas, born April 16, 1885, died January 13, 1962, 
married October 11, 1906 Laura Lavina Vines. 


(a) Clifford, (b) Marcel, (c) Lucille, (d) Doris, 
(e) Mark, (f) Herbert. ; 
3. Candia, born January 2, 1890 married Frank Asbury 
Vines. 
(a) Frank, (b) Herbert, (c) Louise 
4. Veigh, Born July 5, 1893. 
Died April 10, 1946 
5. Dolly Candia, Born March 4, 1898 
bied March 31, 1916 
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II. Robert Bates ahs dat dg porn July 7, 1865 died August 
20, ! married Alice helia Hood, b 
12° 4 ia died eacan 19, Onna Second eetarssede” 


Goolsb Per 

liam Dexter, born December 23, °1889,, died 
Te naher 22, 1958 married Annie Bagley. : 
: 2. Birgie Click, born April 29; 1891 married Sudie 
nold, born January 15, 1897, died July 11, 1944. Second 
5: Bert Lieberman, born March rage ht Eee died November 18, 


hag (a) Helen married Robert Kendrick. 
(i) Robert, Jerry, Larry, Kathie. 
) Birgiec, -Jr. 
3. Grover Cleveland, born May 15, 1893, died October 
1944 married Willie Ruth Morrow, born September 2%, 54802 


died April Robe rt 1960. 
ert, born June 7, 1895 married Edith Alta 








‘ea (2) Bobbie Gwendolyn married Herman J. Jordan 
i) Mari ihe Linda, Celeste, Brian Robert, Alan. 
ie Betty Jean married Paul L. Siefring 
ied.) Bric’ bari Marie. 
5s Bertha Mae married George J. Smith, born September 
1900, died May 30, 1968. 
. (a) Meredith married Ocie Weir 
(i) Billy, Ray. 
(b Jean Joy married William Coats. 
(i) Robert (Rob). 
6. Margaret married Judge Grover a ta Boner 
born, November 24, 1892, died December 29, 1961 
(a) Marguerite 
. (b) Elizabeth married James Harold Clark. 
26 1900, Lillian married Bradford Frank Hadnot, born August 
a) Bradford Frank married Mary Linn Reagan. 
(i) Prank Pamela, Janice. 
{della married Ross Crossley. 
. Alice married Alvis Higgins, born May 10, 1903, 
Mied, April 5, 1959. : 
| i) (a) Peggy married J. T. Haywood. 
i) Denise, Timothy. 
10. OScar Eugene, born February 8, 1907, died December 
9, 1959 married Edith Alexander. 
| (a) Carol. 
| 11. Esther Estella, born epeth A 19 
died September 25, 1909 
ax. Harl Martin Nichols, born December 7, 1867, died 
: December 18, 1897 married January 13, 1889 Savannah 
cwer' October 18, 1871. ‘ 
: 1. Alma, born November 28, 1889 married December 23, 
1914, John Hilburn Davis. 
(a) Eloise } 
(b) John Hilburn, II married Mary H. Adams. 
(i) John, Hilburn, IIL, Marilyn Nichols, 
2. Oscar Thomas married Bertha Little. 


CR} Harl 
b) Oscar Thomas IT 
RK. Sarah (Sallie), born February 3, 1871 married James 
(Babe)* Hood 
1. Zannie married Jack Davis. 
ff} Viola 
b) Hester) (dead) 


XI. Margaret born, 1872, died 1958 married Wesley Shoe- 
maker. Second husband tec: Hendrix. ; 
1. Dennis, born TAHUEEY, ¢ 3, 1893 married Mamie Hendrix. 
(2) Wilma married William A. Andrews. 
(i) Billy married Ella Ruth ertet ; 
(b) Clarence married Mildred Jones. Second wife, 
Earline Campbell. ; 
(i) Susan, Amelia, first ike oh tala Charlotte, second. 


> oe ae 


fc) Leon married Frances Parker. 
4g} Edward married Louise Mitchell. 
(i) Linda, Eddy, petty 
(e) Hiram married Mattie wright. 
(i) Jayne, Mariann, Janet. Milage tad 
(i) Peggy Jo. 
. ve) Williard married Charlotte Johnson. 
(i) Linda and Elaine (twins), Terry, Gary. 
(h) Martha married Kenneth Rickles 
(i) Dianne, Ricky, Kim, Karl. 
2. Albert married Lillie Caffey.. 
Cg); Cari facop sec hy Hugh Nelson. 
3. Nova (twin) married Grover Hendrix... 
3 Mildred 


~ - a - Ae 


b) Lucille 
c) Ruby 
d) Donald 
4.-Nola (twin) married Wesley Rarly. 
(a) Mildred married Frank Roberts. 
Oscar, died 1960 married Clara Graham. 
(a) Margaret 
5B} phe 
c) Rut 
(d) James. 
XII. Solomon, born April 20, 1876, died August 10, 1897 
married Viola Early. 





TWO SONS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON NICHOLS 
TWO SONS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON NICHOLS WHO SETTLED IN MISS. 


I. William OBA hE born May 25, 1839, died November 17, 
1895 married Nancy Gillentine, deceased. Second wife, 
Mary Morse, born 1896, died 1912. 

._,(@) Thomas Richard, born 1873, died 1936 married Luella 

Nichols, born, 1878, died 1963. 

) Dewey Elbert married Ruby Pierce, 

) Zora Eula married Farris G. Mattor. 

Raymond Richard married Lillian Mayers (deceased) 
Hattie Ola married Woodie R. Harbor, born 1903, 
died, 1962. 

) William Thomas married Annie Hobson 

) Oma married Boyd Moore 

Amos Clifton ; 

Lizzie Mae married Benjamin Cornelius. 

). Persie C. married Mary Ann Cleveland. 

ohn Andrew married Gertie Grissom (deceased). 

. Pearl married Carlton Davidson (3 children). 
Elbert Andrew married Loeva Hodges (1 child). 

) Alice married Hester Farrar (3 children). 

) Bertie married Lonnie Raburn (3 children). 

) Annie Mae married Alphus Humbor (3 children). 

W. F. married Bernice Farrar (1 child). 

Paul married Kathryn Stephens (2 children). 

hn’s second wife Roberta Williams 

) Edna Earl married Fred Agee 
pe Sheila, Michael. 

ae orn 1877, died 1950 married Bud Hancock, born 
1955. 3 

) Myrtle married Andrew Ford 

) Bessie married Audie Ford. 

) Ethel married Joe Florance. 

ora, born 1880, died 1959, married James Young, 

5. died 1955. 3 

) Willie killed in service born 1896, .died 1918. 

) Willard married Zena New. 

) Benford married Gertrude Garner. 
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(4) Cordie married Syble Grissom 
33 Cardine married Veatrice Rosen 
Ruby married Albert Young 
7) Mog ie married Edd Lesley 
) ac Prince married Oleta Young 

1 

2 

3 

4 
ba} 





ie married Dwen Underwood 

Mamie married Marlene Nabors (2 children) 

Dora married Albert M. Nichols (5 children) 
ae hee 


(e 


Ora Lee married Austin Mitchell (4 ¢ 
Harleum married Ethel Warren (1 child 
Aude married Maude Files (2 children) 
(6) Flavous married nery Lou McAnally 
II. James Absalom, born in Alabama 1845, died 1927 married 
first Mary Gallentine, born 1851, died 1880; second 
wife, Mary Morse, born 1846, died 1912. 
(a) Frank married Pardie Jones 
f } Joe married Raphel 
Flora married Raymond Meeks (deceased) 
) Annie married Murry Tennison 
Leonard married Dora Cook 
ila married William Common 
Quanah married Sherman McIntosh (deceased) 
Vonnie married Carmen Ferguson 
Carrean married Mr. Morgan 
Noel married Ocie Hillard 
James married Tilsa Hare 
Eva married Marcie Harting 
Elotha Bill married Dewey Knight 
M. born 1881, died 14952 married Susan Green, 
rn 1883, died 1951. No children. 
la never married. 
ifford (Cliff), born 1883, died 1956 married 
illie Roper 
Loyd married Zona Sheffield, born 1889, died 
965. (w children) 
Jack) married Ollie Bell Morgan 
(3 children) Granddaughter Penny Nichols 
Lucille married Melvin Barber (2 children) 
Myrtis married Bernard Barber (2 children) 
Clytee married Cleburn Barber (1 boy) 
Winnie married Russel Gilmore (déeeasad) 
At children) 
len married Tura Summers (3 children) 
Corrine married Kenneth Harrison ( pir) 
Cratus married Wylene Bryant (3 children) 
Geraldine married Otis Gilmore 
rve¥ born 1889, died 1936, married Ada Harbor, 
rn 1898, died 1958 
) Lavelle 
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OUR MOTHER’ S FAMILY - HOOD 


Edward Pierce Hood, born 1822, died May 22, 189 
Cassie Prescott (Part Indian), born July 8, 1 
July. 2,0 1b06. 
I. John married Mary McCarthy 
(a) Leila 
Eugene 
Viola,” Twins, 
Lillian 
John 
Maggia 
Baby Minnie (died) 
II. Nancy Catherine (Sis), born November 14, 1856, died 
December 30, 1933 married March 5, 1885 Jacob Waldrop, 
born December 16, 1848, died February 28, 1920. 
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§ married 
832, died 
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(a) Austin married Lena Crowder 
3} Harley 
2 reper married Clarence Raney 
cc: Donald, Douglass 
(3) Pauline married Clarence Early 
i) Doris, Gerald, Neal 
(4) tee married Sue Briggs 
an? Glenn, Brenda 
(5) Horace married Sylvia Turner 
(i) Joyce, Gennie 
(b) Mary, born February 1, 1890 married Ross Sanders 
3} Lula, born February 4, 18 
d) Grady, born February 19, 1898 married Pearl Skelto 
1) Lillie Mae married Cleon Stanley 
(i) Linda Louise 
CZ) tly heltern ae Lellwyn Lackey 
ellw ty 
(3) “pas William (J.W.) married Edna Wilks 
(i) Susan, Donna, nine 4 Ann 
(4) Clifford married Mattie Parker 
(i) Denise, Kenneth, Keith 
Jake Hood married Matilda Miller 
(a) Ada married Ollice Mauldin 
(b) Edward Pierce married 
(c) Ethel married S. J. Reagan 
(1) Robert married Patricia Lee 
(d) Sebastian (Bass) married 
(e) Janice married Jack Libby 
(f) Mazie (deceased) 
(g) Arthur married 
) Neil married 
tt Bane Hood married Tressie 
) Kate Cass married J. C. Earnest 
) Webster married Troy Quinn 
) Willie married Grover Buckelew 
) Verna married Robert Curren 
8 Maude married Fred Goodwin 
) 
) 
i) 
am 
) 





Clara married Royd Bynum 
Gertha married James Cline 
Joe married Flora Brassfield 
Lorene married Fred Reynolds 
es (Babe) Hood married Sarah Nichols 
Zannie married Jack Davis 
3} Viola ‘ 
2) Hester (died) 
Second wife Lou Quinn 


A YRARAAAAAA FAN 
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Sam 

Bruce 

Vinie 

Grover 

Virgil 

William 
ica Ophelia Hood, born February 12, 1870, died March 
1917 married Robert B. Nichols, born July 7, 1865, 
d August 20, 1938. 

Dexter 

Bergy 

Grover 

Robert 

Bertha 

Margaret 

Lillian 

Idella 

Alice 

Oscar 

Esther Estella 

Will Hood se Me Bertha Lawson 
Brooks, hae Wood zee 

Percy, (¢ ) Howard 

Alice, Irene (deceased) 
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REV. A. L. NICHOLS BY: BERTHA McCOY 


A. L. Nichols was born November 23, 1882. On November 

af 1907 he married Dessie Raney, To this union nine 

children were born. One died at birth and one son, Alfred, 

was killed by a truck at the age of 20 years and 23 days. 

a Baptist. Mick etna Ata SEES They are Matthew, 
hister, ord, ercy, Mary, 7 

Earle, and Myrtle vey. ¥ ary, Bertha, Edna 

Matthew married Roma Lee DeVaughn. They have two child- 
Boe Dwight and Yvonne. Roma Lee passed away and later 
Matthew married Alma Campbell. They had two children, 
Claudette and Matthew, Jr, Clifford married Flossie Smith. 
They had two children, Linda Sue and Wallace. Percy mar- 
ried Gussie Mae Marsh. They had three children, Willian, 
Judy, and Jackie. Mary\married Ralph Stephens, a Baptist 
Minister. They had five\jchildren, Brenda, Phillip, Lowell, 
Sara, and Susan. Bertha, married Earl McCoy. They had one 
child, Peggy. Edna Earle married Clarence Weems, They had 
two children, Beverly and Michael. Myrtle Lee married Cliff 
McIntosh. They had two children, Steven and Sheila. All of 
the children and their companions are Christians of which 
we are very proud. We have 19 grandchildren and 6 great 
grandchildren. Ay de 

A. L. Nichols joined the church at Williamsburg October 
7, 1900. He was baptized in the Warrior River at the head 
of the big Island at the Nichols’ fish trap by the Reverend 
L. A. Connell. He was licensed to preach September 16, 1905 
by the Harmony Baptist Church and was ordained December 16, 
1906 by Concord Baptist Church. His first church to pastor 
was Oak Grove Baptist. He was engaged in church work imme- 
diately after being saved, teaching Sunday School and BO sas 
personal work. He taught the Adult Sunday School Class an 
was church clerk at Harmony for two years before entering 
the ministry. He was listed in ‘‘WHO’S WHO’’ among Southern 
Baptist in a book published by Dr. John S, Raymond, the 
assistant pastor to Dr. M. E. Dodd. This book was published 
in 1932. He finished High School, and completed a two year 
correspondence course from the Baptist Bible Institute at 
New Orleans. é 

His own words were: ‘‘I regret very much that I didn’t 
keep a complete record of my work. I have no idea how many 
people I have won to Christ and baptized. The pastors that 

assisted in revivals, baptized far more people than I 
did. I began io Pad | a record after I had been preaching 
15 years. Since that time I have baptized 1,120 people-- 
the largest number was 74 just south of Clanton. The next 
largest was 48 at Williamsburg, the place of my birth and 
where I found Christ. I had the pleasure of leading my 
oldest brother to Christ and baptizing him at Concord, . 
have a record of 458 revivals, 525 funerals--17 of this 
number were uncle and aunts of mine. From 1920 to 1958 I 
delivered approximately 1,100 sermons, was moderator of Mud 
Creek Association for 28 years, assisted in the organiza- 
tion of nine churches in Alabama and one in Florida, 
preached the dedication sermons for seven churches in 
Alabama and Mississippi. During my 53 years of ministry, I 
served as pastor to 34 churches. Most all of the churches 
were in the Mud Creek Association, and others including 
Flat Creek, Mulga, Dolomite, West Blocton, Coopers, ‘ 
Olive, and Huffman in the Birmingham Association.’’ 

‘‘Fron the beginning of my ministry, I and the Lord had 
wonderful success and now, July 1, 1958 I am still preach- 
ing, but today I told my people I was going to retire the 
first Sunday in September. I have often told my wife that 
when I retire I will be miserable without a church of my 
own, ere I’m not going to quit, I want to preach as long 
AS IL OLIVeat* 

Then on the morning of eat 26 he quietly passed away. 





While living at Williamsbur we had many friends an 
kindred, Uncle Robert, Aunt Alice, John and Sis, Henry an 
Betty Collier, Charlie and Ethel Martin, the Fullers, 
Clicks, Hortons, Higgens, Hicks, and so many others. One 


hata that he enjoyed very much was when the old timers 
go and sit and tell each other of their experiences 

of by-gone days. He expecially enjoyed when Uncle Ed Hicks 

would tell of his experiences during the war. 

He had a record of 8 meetings he held at Williamsburg. 
He was pastor of this church 4 imes. 

He was born and reared in Williamsburg. He moved to 
Edgewater when about 19 years old but he went back home to 
the memorial almost every second Sunday in May and often 
Just went to visit old friends and Stop at the old home and 
walk around thinking of precious memories, 


NORRIS BY: LAURA ANN NORRIS. 


.Marvin Eugene Norris married Ruth Hinesley. Their 
children are: 1, Laura Ann, 2. Eugenia Dall, 3. Nancy Jo. 

2. Eugenia Dall married Grant Armstrong of Tarran ity. 
They have a son, Eugene Patrick. 

My father and mother live at Irondale, My father was 
born here but left when he went into Service. Later he 
traveled all over the country as a structural iron worker, 
Some of the places he worked were: Texas, California, New 
York, Kentucky, Tennessee, Florida. Right years ago he 
-settled in Jrondale. He is President of Local 92, Struc- 
tural Iron Works, ‘ 

I went to Shades Valley High School. After graduation I 
went to the University Center and worked for Liberty Nat- 
ional Insurance Company. Later I went to work at University 
Hospital in the clinical laboratory. I am a pre-med at 
University Center. 


PADGETT BY: MRS. JAMES BARNHILL 


Olie Padgett married Ora Lee Tomblin. Their children are 
Wilma, 2. Claude, 3. Frances, 4. Charles, 5. Larry, 6. 
dy, 7. Jerry, 8. Joe, 9. Neal. 

1. Wilma married James Barnhill. 

2. Claude married a girl named Helen. 

3. Frances married Charles Holmes, 

Ora Lee was a twin, Cora Lee was the other twin. Ora 


Lee’s brothers and sisters were: 1. Claude 2. Grady; (3. 
Floyd, 4. Laura, 5. Cally, 6. Cora Lee, the twin. 

Their home is Jasper, Georgia. — 

Olie Padgett’s brothers and Sisters are: 1. Arnold, 2. 
Inez, 3. Ivey, 4. Sidney, 5. Marjorie. 


PAINTER 


Edd Painter married Vesta Mitchel] 

1. Lillian married Milton at ptf 

2. Preston married Blanche Spradling 

3. Lottie married Odell Hudson | 
Richard Painter married Effie Romine 

1. Cora Lee married Jessie Estell 
Billie married Yonnie Whitehead 
Mary married John Dillard 
Elizabeth married Charles Holder 
Dennis married Verna Monan ; 
Jettie Gray married Stanley Rivers 
is Painter married Vera Hicks 
- Louis, Jr. married Violet 

2. Betty Jean married Harold Wheless 
George Painter married abt +68 Fason 


2 
3 
4 
2 
6 
Lou 
1 


pcre nee (died Oct. 18, 1948) married Virginia Ander- 


‘ tie married Daisy Morgan 
. Charles married Betty Jean Gray 
- Emma Jean married Jean Parker 
5. Henry Earl married Margie Cash 
6. Peggy married Ralph Story 
gene beee Murdock, mother of Edd, Richard, Louis and George 


PARKER 


f Andrew Parker married Nancy Jane Higgins. Their children 
mre: = 7s maby Lee, 2. Hubert, 3. Grace, 4. Wed, 5. Kathleen. 
1, Mary Lee married Joe Click, Jr. Their family history 
will be found in the Click ted df 
2. Hubert married Edna Burrell. They have three child- 


ren. 

3. Grace married Henry Paxton. Their children are: (1) 
John, (2) Don, (3) Jane, 

4. Wed married Willie Mae Busby. Their family history 
will be found in the Busby family. 

p Kathleen married James Busby. Their family history 
will be found in the Busby family. 


PARSONS BY: LATYS DELAVEGA 


Curt Parsons and Emma Eaton married December 30, 1900. 
Their children are: 
‘rh. Oscar married Repsy Crim. Their children are: 
(2) Joe married but no children. 
2) Evelyn married James Crumley. Three children. 
Janie, Janice, George 
Oscar second marriage to Laura Garner. No children. 
Evie married Hobart Garrett. Two children 
(1) Edith married Frank Arnold. Two children 
= Jeanne and wt Frances, b 
(2) Joseph married Helen Holmes. Two children 
(a) Donna and (b) Julie 
3. Andrew married Lizzie McDonald. One child 
(1) Elizabeth married Charles Hicks. Two children 
(a) Sara Nell and (b) Jerry ; 
Second marriage Vernon Dyer. One child. 
(a) Deborah, ; 
(a) Sara Nell is married and lives in Mississippi. 
Has two girls. L 
Andrew second married Ethel Hicks. Four step child- 
ren. 
4. Greely married Naioma Kershell. Two children: 
(1) Leon, Charles Parsons, 2 Kershell ' 
(a) Leon 3 children, Charles 3 children both live 
in Georgia, ; 
rley married Louie Coste. Four children. 1 Coste 
ild, 4 Parsons, Bernice, Betty, Charlotte, Carol 


Gu 
ch 
Title . | 
6. Effie married Hobson Vines. 3 children. 2 step-child- 
ren. 
(2) Velma, (2) Curtis, (3) Thomas 
(1) Hobson, Jr. _and (2) Mary Frances 
Walter married Irene Duffy. 4 children. 
(1) Jean, (2) Jimmy, (3) Shirley and (4) Don. All 
married. ‘ 
Lewis married Emma Salter. 2 children. 
(1) Billy Joe and (2) Bonnie Sue. 
9. Van married Mary Grace McDonough. k 
Second married Edith Nichols. Two children 
(a) Virgil and (b) Jimmie Ruth. 
Virgil had three children, 
Jimmie Ruth has three children. 


10. Jack died age 25 peer eeee? * married. 


ma 


People I have worked with in my school work. 

Dr. B. B. Baker was Superintendent of Education when I 
began my work. He was followed by Mr. E. B. Erwin. His wife 
was Supervisor. Dr. John Bryan followed Mr. Erwin.) Drv d. 
F. Simmons took Dr. Bryan’s place, Dr. Kermit A. Johnson is 
now superintendent. 

Mr. Moore was my supervisor when I began teaching. Some- 
how I was afraid of the supervisors. They always were help- 
ful to me. Miss Lula Palmer, with the State Department of 
Education said that she was afraid of those she was super- 
vising, so the fear must not be one sided. I always felt 
that they knew so much more than I did. Dr. S J Strock 
waS so very helpful. Mr. Self who died very young from 
pneumonia - that was before ‘‘miracle drugs’* and his son 
were both good. Mr. Amos Sewell came always when we had 
problems we could not handle ourselves, MiSs Margaret Lee 
and Miss Dottie Pearl Owen always seemed to come up with 
the right answer when we went to them. Dr. Gwen McWhorter, 
Mrs. Sadie Snow, Mr. W. H. Nolen, Mr. Richard Smith Mr. 
Rufus Shelton, Dr. Joel Hewitt Burgess, Mr. Vernon Skoog, 
Mrs. Vivian Allen, Dr. Bula P. Egan, the ‘‘book woman’ 
Mrs. Rowena Etheridge, Mrs. Maude West, are some of the 
people eoanersed with the school system who helped us in 
our work. 

I began teaching in a one teacher school at Glover, 
Alabama. Later I went to Porter. Miss Irene Day was princi- 
pal, Miss Grace Black was the other teacher. : 

This is a list of the teachers I have worked with or 
been associated with: Miss Loraine Bailey, Miss Linda 
Crumpton, Mrs. Glover, Mr. Smith, Miss Eunice Love, Mrs. 
Pearl Baker, Mrs. George DeWyer, Mrs. Frances Hanchey 
Bentzel, Miss Edna Dickinson, Miss Dora Wise Mrs. Fannie 
Mae Thompson, Mrs. EB. F. Hill, Mr. W. D. Nichols, Mr. 
Robert Nichols, Mr. Paul Snow, Mr. Parsons, Mrs. Gladys 
Dabbs, Miss King, Mrs. Lillie Mae Turner, Miss Kittie Brake 
Mrs. Opal Venderver, Mrs. Annie Mae Bradford, Mrs. Kate 
Burrell, Mr. Robert Sanford, Miss Doris Stewart, Mr. H. W. 
Johnson, Mrs. Maurice C., Young, Mrs. DeVan, Miss Flavia 
DeVan, Miss Zoe Crowe, Miss Gertrude Hudson, Mr. Charley 
King, Mr. Bert Creel, Mrs. Sara Lou Allen, Mrs. Azzalea C. 
Glaze, Mrs. Etta Sellers, Mr. Ernest Sellers, Miss McAdory. 


PRESCOTT’ S AND HOOD’ S ( MY MOTHER’ S PEOPLE) 


Thomas Prescott married Nancy. Their children are: 
1. Delila who marwied Tom Vines. Their children are: 
(1) Emma Ford, (2) Perry, (3) Polk, (4) Carl who married 
Alice Murphree, (5) Reuben who first married Connie Mur- 
phree, second marriage to a Whitford. Their children are: 
a. Enoch who married Vernell West. They had one child, 
Patty Lou. . : ; F 
b. Vandon Dee who married Margie Sinclair. They have 
one child, Margaret. ; i 
ec. Louie who married Vernie Davis. They have one 
child): Franklin; 
. Hazel who married Hubert Hamilton. They have one 
child, Jimmie. 
2. Cassie Ann married Edward Pierce Hood. My grand- 
parents on my mother’s side. Their children are: 


(1) John who married Mary. McCarty. 

(2) Jake who married Matilda Miller. 

(3) Will (Dr.) who married a Bertha. I was named for 
her. 

(4) Lat who married Teresa Trice. : 

(5) Alice (my mother) who married Rob Nichols, 

(6) James (Uncle Babe) who married Sallie Nichols. My 
father’s sister, 

C7) 


Mary who married Jake Waldrop. 
396 







Jacob 
. John 
p.azebeth a 
74 hine wh 
Sera i 
vaste ne who married Jim Haskett 


Isham who married Mary Jane Smith i 

gh al (1) As ha Adve gidel te Skelton. eA. Peiiaeee 
4 _ ; ¢ O marrie j i 

Siiser, 7" married Paul Riley, d, Wihetya whe partied wre 


Wehie Baer who was murdered, I have an account Gf Vitel 


11. Tom 

2, ancy 
13. Sam 

14. Mary 


PIPER BY: MRS. FAYE THOMAS SNOW 


Charley Piper married Myrtle White. Their Children are: 
1. Annadel, 2. Robert, 3. Jodie, 4. Neil 
. Annadel married Johnie Thomas. 
is in the Thomas family, 
2. Hollis married Melba Blackston. Their children are: 
(1) Mary Elizabeth and (2) Susan. 
- Robert married Peggy Johnston, Their children are: 
(1) Vickie, (2) Gloria, (3) Jan, (4) Wesley. 
4. Jodie married a girl named Tommie. 
° _ 9+ Neil married Barbara Johnson. They have a daughter, 
onja 


Their family history 


PLANT BY: MRS. WALLACE ¥, PLANT, JR. 


Ossie W. Plant married Wilda Lee Cowan. Their children 
Anes ls Wallace’ Wt ac ms, Saree, os “Pets, Helen, 4. 
Jean, 5. ‘puddy’’ Carl Henry, who was 5 years old when 
drowned in Bay View Lake, 1940. 

1. Wallace W., Jr. married Julia Weeks, Their children 
are: (1) Dahlene, (2) Wallace wW. III. q 

2. Jerry married Arlene Boyd. They live in Saulk vVill- 
age, Chicago. Their children are: (1) Leny, (2) Debbie, 
(3) Sandra. , : A. : 

3. Helen married Bill Sharp. Their children are: (1) 
Mike, (2) Diane. _ ; 

4. Jean married Lyle Markle. Their children ares) (25 
Sherry, (2) Charlotte, (3) Dan. 


QUINN BY: MRS. ALTA ALEXANDER 


Hugh Quinn came to. Alabama early married Elizabeth 
Mauldin. Lived around here during the Civad. War. Tréeir 


re: , , 
oi Mahtoss married Anne Brasfield. Their children are: 


ifs 
; 2) Pernie, (3) Reece. : : : 
3 evan married Lena Brasfield. Their children are: 
la, (2) Zula. 

wg or it Nerriet out west and had a family. ‘ 

“4, Jim ees BoA wig LACE ET eT To PR (+i) 

A onnie ‘3 I L ‘ | 
naa taere nubet an Sol vines. Their children er ek 
Ellie married a Mr. Dobbs, Church of Christ Preacher. T pe 
Childreniare: a. Maultie;, b. Willis, c. Leila who Peres 
Bert Skelton. Their children are: (a) Kathleen an wo 
boys. Frank eee ee et PO Raney Dobbs. 
111i e facie : ; , ; 
$: ees Rees Mollie Nichols. Their child is Leah 
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8. Harrison married a girl named Butler. 
9. Nannie married a Mr. Butler. 
10. MeKinley is married, 


QUINN BY: TROY QUINN HOOD 


Ira Quinn married Ella Quinn. Their children are: 1. 
Troy, 2. Ervil, been dead 24 years, 3. Cecil, 4. Reba, 5. 
Naomi, 6. Nona, 7. Norvil died at the age of 21 years. 

1, Troy married first John Bivens. Their children are: 
a. Juanita, (2) Wadera, (3) John Vera. Second marriage to 
Webb Hood. They have one child. Melba Glenda who married 
Jack Ellis. Their children are a. Russell and b. Elaine. 
4 one Juanita married Chester Perkins. They operate the 

ug Out. 

2. Ervil married Steve Reed. Their children are: (1) 
Steve, Jr. and (2) Gaynell who were both killed in a car’ 
wreck at Gate City, SOAes back to the service. Also killed 
were Steve’s wife and a first cousin, Nathan Steven. 

My mother raised Betty Jo and Steve, Jr. Steve’s child- 
ren, 

Frank is another child. He is in Veteran’s Hospital at 
Mobile. He is paralyzed from injuries received in service. 

3. Cecil married Elijah Stevens. Their children are: 
(1) Equalla who is a nurse in a Birmingham Hospital. Her 
husband James Edgeworth passed away three years ago. They 
have a daughter Sarah who married Leon Welch. They have 
Two Children: (a) Claudia who passed away two years ago. 
She married Louis Chamblee. They have one girl, Dean who 
married Gary Hyche. Their children are: (i) William who 
married a girl named Lizzie. They have one child and four 
by a previous marriage. 

4. Willadene married Pete Ledbetter. Their are three 
children: (1, Imogene who married Dewey Dollar. They have 
three children. I do not remember the other two names. 


REAVES 





Tom Reaves married Alice Howard. She was our teacher and 
had a boy, Charley by a former marriage. They have an 
adopted daughter Elizabeth who married Ross Bolden. 

REYNOLDS BY: SUE ANN REYNOLDS 


Thomas Martin Reynolds married Ruby Flaudia Adelene 


Bickerstaff. Their children are: 1. Lillie Josephine, 2. 
Maude Lee, 3. Dorothy Jean, 4. Sue Ann. ‘ : 

2. Maude Lee married Robert Wamsley, Their children are: 
(1) Robert Martin, Jr., (2) Richard Curtis, (3) Michael, 
(4 


) 

) James. ; . / 
4. Sue Ann attended University Center College. She is 

draftswoman for the Alabama Gas Corporation. 


LEE ROBERTS’ BY: MRS. M. L. (AVIS ROBERTS) MOORE 


Lee Roberts married Atlas Nichols. Their children are: 

1. W. R. Roberts their son married Vivian Lee. Their 
children are (1) Robbie L. and (2) Farris. Robbie went to 
Alverson Business College. He 1s assistant manager at 
Allied Finance in Birmingham. Robbie married a girl named 
Glenda. ; : . 

2. Ferndale married Charles Swindell. They live in 
Chicago, Illinois. Their child is (1) Jack Wilson. He is a 
co-op student and may be at Auburn this fall. 
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SALTER BY: FRANCIS BRAWLEY 


Oscar William Salter married Gertrude Whatley. hei 
chi aren are: 1. Lewis, 2. Louise, os MOTrri ae +4, Silly. Be 
Willie, 6. Johnie B. 

b Lewis is not married. 

- Louise married Francis Brawley, II. Their family 
poneere is in the Brawley history. 

3. Morris married Ella Mae Bartlett. Their children are 
(1) Mary Agnes, (2) Larry, (3) Faye. 

4. Billy is not married. 

; 5. Willie married Estelle Roberts. Their children are: 
(1) Jimmie, (2) Willian. 

: ‘ chnie B. married Martha Gray. Their children are: 
(1) Kay, (2) Norma, (3) Johnie Lynn. 


SALTER BY: JOE SALTER 


Tom married Eliza Vance. Eliza’s father is Dick Vance, 
Her mother was Clara Phillip. Her brothers and sisters are: 
1, Jack, 2. Alva, 3. Velvie who married Fannie Salter, 4. 
Ollis who married Dessie Hopkins, 5. Ethel who married 
first Joy Ray, second a Mr. Shepard, 6. Mammie, 7. Nancy 
who married Tom Parsons, 8. Roxie who married Reed Norris. 


SANDERS 


,George W. Sanders married Dorothy Mae Wooten. Their 
children are: 1. James (Jimmy), 2. Gloria Faye, 3. Geneva 
Ann, 4. Charley, 5. Sarah Jean, 6. Hazel, 7. Doris, 8. 
George Edward, 9. Gary (a nephew), 10. Lori. 

1. Jimmie married Joan Click. Their children are: : i) 
Karen, (2) Lee Ann, (3) Christine. 
- Gloria Faye married Charles Calhoun from Gadsden. 
They have a son, Michael Charles. 
3. Geneva married Ernie Moore. Their children are: {7} 
Stephen, (Steve), (2) Grage. 
ba harley married Martha Hicks Northcutt, Martha’s 
first husband Cecil Northcutt was drowned, leaving a son, 
James Roy. Charley and Martha have a son, Anthony Glenn. 


SCOTT BY: REV. MILLARD EVANS 


John Scott married Millie Parthena Tanner. Their child- 
ren are: 1. Hector, 2. Kerby, 3. Mandy who married H. C. 
+E (og ial bahar eg children are: (1) John Scott, (2) Emogene, 

. . aM 

4. Lillie Mae who married Rev. Millard Evans. Their 
family history will be found in the Evans family. 

5» her married E. J. Moore. Their children are: (1) 
Douglas and (2) Snooks, ; 

H. C., Helton, Jr. married Lucille Cannon. Their child- 
ren are: (1) Margie, (8) Joe. ; 

Elza married Elizabeth Wilson. Their children are: (1) 
John Lawson and (2) Evelyn. 

(1) John Lawson married Mary Jane Hern. 
(2) Evelyn married Billy Frank Gilchrist. Their child- 
ren are: a. Mack and b. Jeffery. 


BRIEF SKETCH OF ERNEST E. SELLERS FAMILY. 


The earliest anchestor of which I have any record at 
present was Calvin Sellers. In February of 1831, with his 
wife and some of his children, he left Brunswick County, 
North Carolina in an ox wagon. Four weeks later they stop- 
ped and settled in Pike County, Alabama, near Troy. Samuel 
Julian Sellers and Cornelius Sellers, two of his children, 
came with them, Later all the family came. : . 

Following is a list of the family, which I believe is 
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incomplete, of the children: Harriet Sellers, married 
George Partain; Elizabeth Sellers never married, teacher; 
Mary Sellers died in childhood; Rebecca Sellers married 
Billy Childs; Huey Sellers married Harrett Tucker; Samuel 
Julian Sellers married Rebecca Fowler: Luther Rice Se lers; 
my great grandfather; married Margaret Crauswell; Cornelius 
Sellers married Siddie Thigpen; Hosea Sellers married 
Leitha Thigpen; Gammelial Sellers married Mary Stanley. 

Samuel Julian Sellers and his wife, Rebecca and one of 
their sons, Samuel L. Sellers, are buried in Shanghi Ceme- 
tery near Flat Creek. Samuel Rice Sellers and his wife 
Margaret are buried in Cannan Cemetery, near Sumiton. He 
was a teacher and met and married Margaret Crauswell in 
Conech County, Alabama. the 4 were married there on July 2, 
1849. He died in 1898 and his wife in 1889. Hers was the 
first burial in Cannan Cemetery. 

In October 1867, my great grandfather, Samuel R. Sellers, 
came to Jefferson County, Alabama and purchased forty 
acres of land near what is now West Sayre. He, with his 
family moved to this ei aGe the following winter. He grad- 
ually acquired more land, much of which remains in the 
family to this day, including the Ser ea ve forty acres. 

Following is a list of his children: Mary Adaline 
Sellers, born May 31, 1841; William Preston Sellers, born 
December 27, 1843; Sarah Elizabeth Sellers, born January 
18, 1846; Louisa Pallistine Sellers, born January 31, 1848; 
John Walton Sellers, born May 11, 1850; Asa Thomas Sellers, 
May 8, 1852; Ely Gilbert Sellers, born December 21, 1856, 
died in infancy; Mary Rebecca Sellers, born June 6, 1854; 
Ellen Louana Sellers, born October 9, 1858; Emma Elafore 
Sellers, born April 22, 1863. All these children were born 
in Pike County, Alabama. Perote was the Post Office at that 
time. 

William Preston Sellers, the oldest son, served in Co. 
L, 15th Alabama Infantry, in the Confederate Army. He was 
captured in the second days fighting at Gettysburg and 
imprisoned in Deleware. He died there in March of 1864. He 
is buried in the large military cemetery at Point Lookout 
in Maryland. 

The next in line of my ancestors, John Walton Sellers, 
son of Samuel Rice Sellers, was born in Pike -County, 
Alabama, near Perote, on May 11, 1859, and died in Jeffer- 
son County, Alabama, on August 10, 1929. He is _ buried in 
Bethel Cemetery in Dora, Alabama, Route No. 2. He married 
M. E. Wilson, a daughter of Smith B. Wilson. This Wilson 
family came to Jefferson County, Alabama, from near Spar- 
tanburg, South Carolina. He was a very skillful millright. 

The following is a list of their children: Ira Jackson 
Sellers, doctor and surgeon; John Smith Sellers, my father; 
Henry Grady Sellers, doctor, still living and practicing 
medicine at ninety years of age; David Melvin Sellers; 
Perry Sellers; Cora Sellers; Bertie Sellers; /@ther ms 
Sellers; Ada Elizabeth Sellers. Only three of these child- 
ren are now living, as follows: Henry Grady Sellers, Bertie 
Sellers and Ada Elizabeth Sellers. y , 

My father, John Smith Sellers married Dora Hollis. They 
had ten children as follows: Ernest E. Sellers; Eldridge 
Jackson Sellers; Tressie Sellers; Ervel Sellers; Clem 
Sellers; Flossie Sellers; Clayton Sellers; Cliffie Sellers; 
John Smith Sellers; and Mildred Sellers. All these children 
are living at this date, May 16, 1965, except Eldridge 
Sellers. ay 

Ernest married Julia Etta Vines, September 8, 1926. 
Effie Janis was born November 29, 1927. Effie Janis married 
Guy Mathews, November, 1943. Their children are: Cheri 
Lynn, January 7, 1945, Ellen born October 12, 1947, Julie 
bern April 13, 1951, Guy Ernest born April 28, 1952. 

Cheri Lynn married Wayne Tucker, February 22, 1964. A 
son, Lawrence born April 24, 1965. 
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Earnest said that he was Plowing in acorn field near 
Bethel five or six miles from Palos Mines when it exploded 
May, 1907, but it was the next day before he knew the 
mines had exploded. 


SELLERS BY: MAVIS COOPER AND MAE SELLERS 


Milton Sellers married Millie Stone. Their children are 
1. Sam, 2. Henry, 3. Waton, 4. Travis, 5. Ida, 6. Ada, 7. 
Dona, 8. Milton kE. ' 
. wat st matey porry ag eh? Lema. es okt children Viet (i) 
avannah, ndrew, yrtle, aggie, (5 eae 
Alfred, (7) Abpagn: (8) Flora Mae, th 
(1) Savannah first married Lum Williams. Their child- 
ren are: a. Cora and b. Mavis. She secondly married A.B, 
Cunningham. Their children are: a. Maggie (deceased), b. 
Sarah Catherine, c. Mary BY Oka Gn As. Beta: od Biecat i Oe Other, f. 
Johnie and g. Tommie, twins, h Dorothy, i. Jean, j. Ray. 
(2) Andrew married Lydia Quinn, Their children are: 
a. Ruth, b. Esther, c. Leon, d. Travis. 
(3\ Myrtle married Wil'l Beavers. Their children are: 
a, Addie, b. Eva, c, Hazel, d. Paul. e, Evelyn, f. Jua- 
nita, g. Geraldine, h. Evelyn, i. Betty, 
(4) feasts married Earnest Meadows, Their children 
a. Odell, b. Lee, c. Margie, d. Hershel. 
(5) Ada married Preston Early. Their children are: 
a. Melvin, b. Vernondiene, c, Virgil, deceased, d. Irene. 
6) Alfred married Willie Yates. Their children are: 
a. Alfred, b. Buddy, deceased. 
, (7) Hobson marriet Iona Neathers, Their children are: 
a. Buddy, b. Luther, c. Babe, d. Dorothy, e. Edith, f. 
June and g. Jane, twins. 


are: 


SELMAN BY: MRS. JAMES BUZBEE 


A. L. Selman married Rose Jones. Their children are, 1, 
N.C. and 2. W,B., twins, 3. Tom Bell, 4. A.J., 5. Bobby, 
6. Billy, twins, 7. Donald Roger, 8. Jimmie, 9. Terry 
Dalton, 10. Rebecca Sue, 11. Betty’ Rose. 12 Virgie Dell. 

1. N.C. married Dorothy Cunningham. Their children are: 
(1) Wesley Eugene, (2) Janice Elaine, (3) Donna Joe. 

2. W.B. married Jewel Dean Haywood. They live in Vict- 
Oria, Arkansas. Their children are: (1) Martha Gayle, (2) 
Bobby Lee, (3) Billy Wayne. 

3. Tom Bell married Barbara Goodwin. They live in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. Their children are: (1) Tommie, (2) 
David Lee, (3) Peggy Ann, (4) Steve, (5) DeWayne. ; 

- A, J. married Margaret Goodwin. They also live in 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, Their children are (1) Glenda Joyce, 
(2) Patricia Ann, (2) A.J., Jr. (Alf). : 

5. Bobby lost his life in a car accident in 1956, 

6. Billy married Hazel Miller. Their children are: (1 
Mary Kathryn (Kathy), (2) Sara Joe, (3) Brenda, (4) Judit 
and (5) Terry. ; ; 

7. Donald Roger married Carolyn Day. Their children are 
(1) David, (2) Walter, (3) Sue Ellen. ; ' 

8. Jimmie married Janice Alexander. Their children are: 
(1) Danny Lee and (2) Kerry. ; : 

9. Terry D. married Beatrice (Beaty) Miller. Their 
children are: (1) Deann (Sam) and (2) Timothy Dalton. 

10 


Jl. Betty Rose married J.W. Mann. Their children are: 
(1) Larry Dale, (2) Christopher Jay, (3) Tammy, : 

12. Virgie Dell married James Buzbee. Their children 
are: (t) Mark Wayne (Sonny), (2) Kenneth KHammer), (3) 
Randall (Randy). Sonny married Nancy Carolyn Vines, They 
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SHEWBORT BY: WALTER MARTIN 


Martin Luther Shewbort married Lillie Johnston. 
children are: 1. Zella, 2. Lurley,. 3.,0ra, 4, noreas cee 
Belva, Mh Myrtle, 7. May Bell, 8. Louisene, 9. Roy, 10. 


one dead. 

i § ella married Lacey McCullar. Their children are: 
(1) Lacey, Jr., (2) Leland, (3) Jr., (4) Doyle. . 

2. urley married Ed Green. Their children are: (1) 
Billy, (2) Mary Jo, (3) R.L., (4) Jimmie. 

3. Ora married Ruben Alexander. Their children are: 
(1) Neal, (2) Barbara, (3) Virginia. 

4. Bertha married Buren Knight. Their children are: 
(1) Evelyn, (2) Ethelene, (3) Norma Jean, 
_ oO. Belva married Walter Martin. Their family history 
is found in the Martin family. 

_6. Myrtle married Eldred McCullar. They have several 
children. 

7. May Bell married Wash Hood. They have several child- 
ren. 

8. Louisene married Hoyt Vest. Their children are: (1) 
Carolyn and (2) Dennis. ; 

9. Roy married Eulene Humphries. They have several 
children. I can only think of DeWayne’s name. 


SHORT BY: AMY BLACK SHORT 


_ deff Short married Cindy Vines. Their children are: 1. 

Sidney, 2. Fuller, 3. Louise Leston, 4. Lucille Covington. 

1. Sidney married Amy Black Beck. Her first husband is 
dead. Their family history is found in the Black family 
history. 

2. Fuller married Zula Hanson, 

3. Louise married J. D. Leston. David is their son. 

4. Lucillé married Louis Courington. I cannot recall 
theit children’s names, 


SILAS 


Thornton Silas married Mary Virginia Hardin. Their 
children are 1. Ettie, 2. Pearl, 3. Mae, 4. Am, 5. Charley 
6. Herman, 7. Kate, 8. Virginia, 9. Pauline, 10. Inez, 11. 
Christine, 12. Dorothy. d 

1. Ettie married Herbert. Dabbs. one children are: 
(1) Claudine who married Freely Robinson. Their 
daughter Gloria June married Randy Randall. They have a 
daughter: a. Faith Ann, f : 
(2) Naomi married Jess Bradshaw. Their children are: 
a. James and b. Janet, 
(3) Margaret who married Ed Melton. They have a 
daughter, a. Roberta. | : J 
9. Pearl married Jim Crumley. Their children are: ; 
(1) James Melvin who married Evelyn Parsons. Their 
children are: a. Janice, b. Janie, @. George. | ; 
(2) William Neil who married Ruth Cullins. Their 
children are: a. Timothy and b, Jennie Lynn. 
3. Mae married Clayton Snow. Their children are: ; 
(1) J. C. who married a girl named Mildred. Their 
children are: a. Marijin, b. Wayne, c. Irene who married 
Wallace High. Their children are: (a) Tony (b) Boo, (Cc) 
° who married Clara Renio. Their children are Billy 
and Jimmy. : ‘ f 
(2) Mary who married Amos Deroy, Jr. Their children 
are: a. Kay, Debbie, c. Kim: f 
4. Am who married Mae Moore. No children. é 
5. Charley who married Grace Hogan. Their children are: 
(1) Martha who Reet ee Capps. Their children 


ie... 


i. Teton d Ly 
a, + , 3 4 


are: a. Donnie, b, Brenda, c, Sarah, d. arles - 
ried Frances Gillie. 7 sient 
_, (2) Shirley who married Jeff Honeycut. Their children 
are: a. Judy, b. Pepey, ce. Chris, d. Edward who married 
Carol Stone, Letha Lynn is their daughter. 

6. Herman married Mary Yarbrough. They have two boys, 

7. Kate married Raymond Higgins, They have a son who 
married Carolyn Sue Loggins. Carolyn married Gene Cale. 
They have two boys {1 Kyle and (2) Carlo. 

8. pirginis married Roy McPail, They have a son, Frank. 

9. Pauline married Homer Higgins. Their children are: 
(1) Maxine who married Harold Soloman. Their children are 
wae b. Dean who married Jean Hicks They have a son 

10. Inez married Louis Saccone. Their daughter is 
Angeline Winder. 

11. Christine married Joe Widner. They have a son, 
Raymond, 

12. Dorothy married Jack.Turner, Their children are: 
ee Arthur, (2) James, (8) George, (4) Mark, (5) 


SIMS 
_Emory Sims married Sidney Lodge of Birmingham. Their 
children are: 1, Hilda, 2, Jack, 3. Margaret, 4. Paul, 
5. Tony, 6. Fred, 7. Hazel (deceased age 74% years,) 8. 
Emory, 9. Helen, 10. Patsy, 11. Ronnie, 12. Steve, 13. 


Rickey. 
1. Hilda married Earl B. Hill, formerly of Porter. 
Their children are: (1) Frank, (2) Jerry, (3) Shelia. 
) Frank married Frances Hawkins. They have a boy, 
James Michael. They live at Graysville. 
Jerry is in the Marine Corps. 
is 3) Shelia goes to Graysville and is in the sixth 
grade, 

__2. Jack married Margie Eubanks. They live in Norfolk, 
Virginia. Their children are (I David Lee who will enter 
Howard College, Birmingham, Alabama this Fail; C2)° Donald 
who goes to Junior High School in Virginia, (3) Michael 
and Becky who goes to grammar school in Virginia. ; A 

._3, Margaret who married Brill Powell. They live in 
Birmingham. Their children are: (1) Wayne who is in the 
Army in Germany, (2) Sharon, (3) Woodrow, (4) Jackie, (5) 
Billy, (6) Larry. They go to school at Leeds, Alabama. ’ 

4. Paul is single. He saw ten years service in the Air 
Force, He saw service during the Korean War. f 

oS. Tony married Betty Orisini. They lived formerly in 
Rochester, New York. Their children are: (1) Sharon, (2) 
Dale, (3) Toni Lou. They now live in Yuma, Arizona. Last 
year Mrs. Sims had more sons on active duty in the Marine 
Corps than any other mother in the United States. 

6. Fred is not married. He served in the Army. 

7. Hazel (deceased). Oem . 

8. Emory married Barbara Pittman of Birmingham. Their 
children are: (1) Donna, (2) Rhonda, (3) and another one. 

9. Helen married David Canut. Their children are: (1) 
Debbie, (2) Patty, 3) UEViG. JY. ; 

10. Patsy married James Barras. Their children are: (1) 
Jimmy, (2) Cindy. They live in Alaska. : ! 

11. Ronnie married Barbara McCutchen of Birmingham. 
Ronald, Jr. is their boy. yy % . 

12. Steve is not married. He is in the Marines. 

13. Rickey married Cynthia Sellers of Birmingham. Dana 
is, their. child 
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ITRA SIMS BY: ITRA BECK SIMS 


Perry Beck married Ellen Vance. Their children ‘are: : 
Myrtle, 2. Poly, 3. ste aae: 4. Itra, 5. Thomas, 6. Cecil, 
nes re AE mereisa'e re lest Their child 

- Myrtle marrie re cks. eirc : 
Katy and (2) -Fred, Jr. bth shat hl 


2. Poly, deceased, married Blanch Leach. Their children 
are: (1) Allene, (2) Doris Ann, (3) Charles, (4) Gerald, 


3. Virgie married Amy Black, first husband. Their 
family hist ay is found in the Black family. 

4. Itra married Lloyd Sims. Theirchildren are: (1) 
Mammie, (2) Ellen (deceased). 

5. Thomas married Helen Thompson. Their children are: 
(1) Donald, (2) Faye, (3) Dorothy, (4) Martha. 

6. Hazel married Robert Robertson, deceased. Their 
children are: (1) Richard and (2) Billy Joe. 

7. Charles married Christine Perkins. Their children 
are: (1) Charles, (2) Thomas, (3) Donald, (4) David. 


SMITH BY: MRS JOHN (ETHEL COPE) SMITH 


Ben C, Smith married Clara M. Pope. Their children are: 
1. John Solomon, 2. Lelia Florence, 3. Cullen Jackson, 
4. bah Ba tee 5. Robert William. 

1. John S. married Ethel Cope. Their children are: (b) 
» (2) Van, (3) Emmett, (4) John Ralph. 
1) Lester stayed in the Nayy 27 years, 
2) Van married a girl named Willie. ; 
3) John Ralph married a girl whose name was Kirkland. 
ave a number of children. 
2. Lelia Florence married John Rawling Bolt. Their 
children are: (1) Glen, (2) Grace, ; 

(1) Glen married Bridges Logan. They have 3 children. 

3. Virginia married Swanson Brown. Their children are: 
(1) Jessie, (2) Howard who married a girl named Dasinger. 
They have seven boys. 

4. Robert William married a girl from New Jersey and 
they have one child, Bobby. 


SMITH BY: BESSIE SMITH MERKL 


Charles Ellis Smith married first Bitty Granger. Their 
children are: Bessie Lee and Maggie Mae. He married second 
Lucy Harrell. Their children are: 1. George “fake CPO ae 
Frank, 3. Imogene Muriel, 4. Mabel, 5. Harold, dead, 6. 
Naomi, lived 13 days, 7. Virginia. : 4 
Bessie married Louis Merkl. Their children are: (1) 
(1) Doris Lee who married Elbert Cook. Their children 
are: a, Jimmie Lou, b. Janis Louise, c. Judith Marie, who 
are twins, d. Jane Ann, e. Gary. a4 
a. Jimmie Lou married Bill (William) Meinerney.s. 
Their children are: (a) Mary Catherine, (b) Billy (William 
David, (c) Michala, (d) Nancy, (e) Joseph Louis. 
b. Janice married Earl Wright. They have a daughter: 
Janet Kay. F 
c. Jane married Rega Shahbach. Makoud and Michael 
are their children. 
(2) Charles married Hazel Kurse, ’ ; 
(3) Hilda married James Roy Godfrey. Their family, 
history will be found in the Godfrey family. | . 
2. Maggie married Arthur D. Williams, Their children 
are: (1) Arthur D., Jr., and (2) Gwendolyn. ; , 
(1) Arthur D. married Mary Warren. Their child is 
Patricia (Patty) who married Pete Johnsqn. Rainy and Dee 
Ann are their children. 
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’ ban erengolya married Frank Hanby. Their children are: 
7 eg he at aes tthe Ni hol h family hist 

@» Geo arrie ertha chols. Their fami stor 
will be found in the Nichols family. j j 

4. Frank married Mary Walters. Their children are: a. 
Billy, b. Frank, Jr., c. Betty, d. Mary Ruth. Their family 
99 44 * will be found in the Walters family. 

5. Mable married B. B. Black. Their cnt Lat oh are: a 
Dick and b. Jean, f 

(1) Dick married a girl named Eunice. Keith is their 


, (2) Jean married Kenneth Eady, Their, family history 
will be found in the Eady family. 
Yirginie married Buster(R.E.) Hogan. Their children 

1) Martha Cele&Ste, and (2) Ronnie. 

1) Martha married Jimmie’ Fikes. They nave children, 
2h; Rennic 1S married, 
7. Muriel married Jimmy Stephens. Nancy is their daughter 
_ who married Ralph Martin. They have a son, Ralph, Jr. 






son, 


6. 
are: 


GENEALOGY OF GEORGE JASPER SMITH ON HIS MATERNAL SIDE 
FIRST GENERATION KNOWN 


David Merideth married Sarah (thought to have been a 
Moore). David was born February 20, 1786 and died November 
3, 1857. Sarah’s birth is unknown, died April 20, 90. 


SECOND GENERATION 


Martha Lucinda Merideth, born December 26, 1811, died 
January 1, 1848 married William Wyatt, born January 14, 
1802, died December 14, 1858, 


THIRD GENERATION 


a) 
Lydia Jane Wyatt, born July 7, 1841. died May 26, 1904 
arried January 7, 1861 George Erastus* Harrell, born March 
1, 1839, died May 15, 1896. *Son of Elisha (Eli) Harrell, 
f S. C. and Rachel McLean (Scotch). 


FOURTH GENERATION 


m 
3 
9) 


Martha Lucinda Harrell, born March 8, 1873, died Feb. 
21, 1952 married Charles EF. Smith. Their children are: 1, 
George, 2. Frank, 38. Muriel, 4. Mable, 5. Virginia. 

FIFTH GENERATION 


George Jasper Smith married Bertha Mae Nichols. Their 
children are: 1. Meredith, 2. Muriel Jean. 


SIXTH GENERATION 
Meredith Smith married Ocie Weir. Their children are: 
1. William George, born November 28, 1943 and b. Raymond 
Eugene, born January 21, 1945. 
SEVENTH GENERATION 


Muriel Jean Smith married William R. Coats. Robert was 
born October 20, 1947. 


SMITH BY: MRS. GUY WHITFIELD 
David Smith married Mattie Perrin. Their children are: 
1. R. T. (Robert) who married Elva Shannon. Their children 
ore oft) Norman, (2) Lois, (3) Robert, Jr., (4) Howard, 


yde 
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2. Lillie married Eugene Turner. Their child 
(1) Polly who married Roy Byrd. He died a 
remarried. 
(2) Dimples is married to man named Guy. 
(3) Seldon Turner, ; 

3. Morris Smith (Deceased) married Ola Turner. Their 
sper hy te are: (1) Victoria,” (2) Rosa Lee; i. 200 

andall. 

4. Lofton married Bertie Masters. Their children are: 
(1) A. J., (2). Wilber, (3) Lofton, Jr.) (4), Say eee ooo 
married a Mr. Harvell, who works for the Southern Baptist 
Convention. ‘ 

5. Claude married Stella Jones. Their children are: 
(1) Jeanette, (2) Alice who married Frank Ellis. Linda 
is their daughter. ; 

6. Raymond married Helen Steward. They have 4 children. 

ie 


Ethylon married Felton McColough. Their children 
are: (1) Sharon and (2) Judy. 
8. Faye married Robert Gandy. Their children are: (1) 
Bobby and (2) Randy. pry 
. George, deceased, married Lillian Jones. They have 
one child (all deceased). ; ; 
James Aubron married Elizabeth Whitley. They have 
one son, Jackie who is married and has three children. 


11. Laura married Tearl Howard. Their children are: (1) 
Virginia, (2) Jona: 2 Ae) Helen, (4) Carcign, «(3 \e—eaee, 
(6) MilTred, ¢7) “Boyd. 

12. Mable married Pate Roddam, (both deceased). 

13. Floy married Rev. Guy Whitfield. Their family his- 


tory will be found in the Whitfield family. 


SMITH BY: BERTHA HILL SMITH, PLEASANT GROVE, ALA. 


> Porter being my birthplace holds many happy memories 
or me. 

My parents were John Henry and Anna Love Smith. I had 
four brothers and two sisters. From the oldest to t 
youngest. Hugh married to Nellie Mae Goolsby. Mable mar- 
ried to Oscar Spruielle. Lance married to Erna -Gabl 
Gladys married to Carter Southerland. Henry married 
Elizabeth Vincent. Aubrey married Frieda Parcinski. And I 
(Bertha) married to Frank Hill. 

When I was born my oldest brother was dating Bertha 
Nichols and he named me Bertha after her. 

About the age of five years, I moved away from Porter. 
I grew up and married while living in the West Jefferson 
Community. : 

In January, 1937, Frank, our son Ellis, age one, and I 
came to live in Porter. We had been Living in Fayetteville 
sing pine pres ee. Ci Be 

rank worked in the village store from 1937 until. 1949. 

In 1939 our daughter Judith, known as Judy, mec; borne 

_In 1943 Bertha Nichols Smith came to Porter School as 
principal. I started teaching with her regularly in 1945. 
We taught together until the school cleaee it, 1961. 

In 1947 Frank was ordained as a Baptist Minister in the 
Porter Church, He preached his first sermon in the. Will- 
lamsburg Baptist Church. While doing other work, Frank 
served as Ea: time pastor of Mud Creek Baptist Church one 
year, and Praco Baptist Church twelve years. All of these 
churches. are in the Mud Creek Association. 

In 1948 the Porter Mines closed. From 1948 to 1950 were 
hard years. Many people were without work a long time. Mrs. 
Smith and I managed to get help for the school children. 
Clancey Lake, a reporter for the Birmingham News at the 
time, made an appeal in the paper for the community and 
the school. People from various places brought tood, cflothn- 
ing and other necessities for the community. South Park 
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Baptist Church in the Birmingham Associati 





on adopted the 

ter School as The ae Theyfulfilledthe needs of 
school children until their parents could assume the res- 
ponsibility again. 

eet bts Frank took a 22 With an Insurance Company. 

We continued to live in the Porter Community because I 
was teaching in the Porter School. 

The Porter Mines which was owned by EB. J. Rowe never 
cid daa As time went a! the people slowly but surely got 
work other places. They began to move away. Not many 


a 
people moved into the community to replace those who were 
moving away. Our school enrollment began to decrease. 4 

fe) 


had a_bus load of high school students that were ey 
West Jefferson High School each day. AS long as Porter 
School managed to have thirty pupils per teacher things 
were fine but there came a day in 1961 when the school 
year opened up we just did not have that many pupils. The 
Jefferson County Board of Education could not keep two 
teachers at that school with so few Pupils when other 
schools were so crowded and needed extra teachers. Mr. 
Joel Burgess from the County Board came out one day and 
told Mrs. Smith and me that we would have to be trans- 
ferred to another school. The children would de ‘sent to 
Colley School. I was sent to Pleasant Grove Junior High 
and Mrs. Smith was sent to the Brookside Junior Hi gh. 
After teaching together for eighteen years this was a sad 
time for us both and then too, our pupils would be scat- 


tered. 

The twenty-five years I lived in Porter were some of 
the happiest years of my live. My own children grew p 
and married while we lived there. Mrs. Smith and I bec 
very close friends in the i Se years we *tavweght t 
gether. We watched the many boys and girls we had tau 
grow up and take their places in our community’ and ot 
communities, We had some very outstanding fo its “the 
Their careers took them into all walks of iy é@) aad “t 
got their due honors where ever they went. 


SNEAD BY: HAZEL MALLORD 


Ambrose Henderson Snead married Nancy Jane Logan. Their 
children were: Byrd who married Tommie Carredine who was 
drowned; Carl, Corbid, Birgie, Louis, Oscar, Rath, Thelma 
who married Pete Blackston, Minnie Reden, Logan and Benton. 

Logan is married and they had three children. This 
information was furnished by Hazel Mallord who works at 
West Jefferson High School. 

Benton married Troy Short and they had two boys, Carson 
and. Taft, who died. John Logan, Thomas Eugene, Frank Hugh 
and Bobby Nell. 

Howard married Nora Mae Cannon. They had one girl, 
Minnie Faye Sl 

Clyde married Callie Early. They have no children, but 
Callie has three by a former marriage. Her husband was 
Harry Early. The children are Mary Alice, Edna and Harry, 
Jr. ; 

Earnestine married Lenord Olvey. They have two children 
William Henderson and Martha Nell 

Hazel who married William Mallord has one son, Jerry. 

Lizzie Lee married Roscoe Minor. They have two children 
Jan and Ken. : 

Elthel Catherine married C. P. Baggett. They have two 
girls, Jane and Cathy. ' 

Logan had one girl by a former marriage, Effie. 

Logan had a contract for furhishihne timber for the 
mines for many years. ; 

Benton and Troy work at Bryce Hospital in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. _— 





pe ianars works for the Tennessee Coal and Iron Company 

Clyde works in the timber business for himself. 

Mamma died May 23, 1953. 

Papa died September 6, 1948. 

Here are the grandchildren: William Henderson married 
ahd Nell Andrewson and their children are David and Andy. 
Martha Nell married Jimmie Bell and their children are 
Dennis and Sue Ellen. 


SNIDER’ BY: MRS. DAN CLICK 


George Washington Snider married Lydia Robinson. Their 
children are: | 

_,1. Edna married Harvey Myers. They have five boys: (1) 
Billy Ralph who married Jackie Griffin. They have a boy. 
(2) James Edward married a girl named Ola Mae. They have 
two girls. (3) Jimmy married Dorothy Hager. They have two 
boys and a girl. (4) Billy Ralph married Dorothy Aldridge. 
They have three children. (5) Bobby. ’ 

2. Maggie married first John Kimbrell. Their children 
are: (1) Louis who married Vinette. They have two girls 
and a boy. (2) Ruth who married Ralph Palmer. They have 
four girls and two boys. They live in Indianapolis, Ind. 

3. Collins married Kathleen Sandlin. Their children 
are: (1) Joe who is married and has a daughter, (2) Jimmy 
is married and has a son, 

4. Roy married Vivian Sandlin. Their children are: (1) 
Christa Bell who has a husband and son. (2) Patricia (Pat) 
is married and has two daughters and one son. ; ; 

5. John married Grace Robbins. John Henry their son is 
married and has a daughter they call ‘ Pudgy’’. | 

6. James Roy married L. C. Watkins. Their children are: 
(1) Jeanette who is married, (2) Jimmy, a girl, they ex- 


pected a boy, (3) Allene married Dale Painter first, her 
second marriage was to Theo Files, (4) Geraldine (Murry) 
married Bill Gardner. They have a son and daughter, 5 

Erskine is married and has three daughters, ( 6 ) = eG Gives. 

lives:at Dora, Alabama, (7) Dian is married and has two 
children, Ritta Faye and Phillip. (8) Minnie Bell married 
John A. Swindle. Their children are: a. Sonny, b. Shranda, 
c. Jeff. (9) Alvie Lee married Annie Lou Nichols. They 
have a son and two daughters. (10) Bobby Joe is marri-ad 
to a girl named Pat. They have three sons. (11) Billy Ray 
married Judy Mizner. They have a daughter. (12) Bonnie 
married a Dollar Boy. (13) Ethel married Charl Hendrick. 


es 
They live in, Washington,. D.. C...(14), Corine’ ota nd.n eee 
tory 1s: in Dan Clicks s28miliy. 


SNOW BY: VIRGINIA ANDERSON 


Dr. John Wesley Snow married Florence Massey. Their 
children are: 1 John Wesley, Jr. (deceased), - Helen 
Florence, 3. Thomas Jennings (deceased), 4. Balett Edison, 
(deceased), 5. Me ty Margaret. \ . 

, i. Helen married Ralph R, Silver. Their children are: 

(1) Joan who married first Ben Phifer, They have one 
son, Ben Phifer, Jr. Second marriage to Milton Jacobson. 
Their children are Dana and Lori. : 

(2) Ralph R., Jr. who married Ann Beacham. Their 
children are: a. Tracey Ann, b. Micha@el, c. Leigh. , 

(3) Little Helen Florence married Edward Ariel. Their 
children are: a. Jo Anne and b. Ed, Jr. : I 

5. Virginia married Andrew B. Anderson, Their children 
are: (1) John Wesley and (2) Thomas William. 
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SNOW BY: MRS. DON SNOW 


___ Marvin Neal Snow married Della Han i ; 

weet oncherles Edward, 2. Don, 3. Fonntel 4 Pekar ee 

fare: (1) lost Eietr fivst habe as Geite reir children 
2. Don married Johni 4 wendolyn, (3) Carolyn. 

Iwill be found in the rie ree Their Pas history 

3. Johnie married Joan Whiten. Donald is their son. 


h 
; 2 P : : 
Deen eee goes to West Jefferson School and Le. As, oe 








; SPROUSE 


4 James Wiley Sprouse married Colli i i 
Phildren Are; 1s D9+8y, 2: William, | 3 “Nolan, ig PASS obi 

. 1. Daisy marrie rst Jac Hi gpinbo fam who was Pia 

in the mines. They had one child. Later she married Arthur 

Ogden. They had two boys, Arthur, Jr, and Charles. The 
third marriage was to G. G. Waldro 

2. William married Della Sims. They live at New Castle. 
Their children are: 

(1) Betty Lou who married Henry Williams. 

(2) Gordon Earle who married Diana Bolden. Their child- 
Peon are. om. Gordon, of.;.D.. LOSim®se Cin DbOri a,.. d.« -and one 
two month old. 

(3) James Everett. 

3. Nolan married Dora Coleman. Their children are: (1) 
Marilyn who married Jerry Neil. Their children are: a. 
Kristi Lynn and b. Jeffery Alan. 

(3) gerory 23 years old, deceased. 

4. Ruby Nell married Grady Lantrip. Their children are: 

i fa be Bascom who married first Shirley Lawson 
Daniels. Their child is R. W. (Bobby). 

He married a second time and has one child, Michael who 
goes to West Jefferson. 


STATUM BY: MRS. HAZEL STATUM CRAFTON 
My father, Dr. Job Nelson Statum, was a self-made man, 


heving worked his way through college. At the age of 30, 
he received his M. D. degree from Southern Medical College 
2 


of Atlanta, Georgia. Later in life he received another 
degree from Emory University of Atlanta, Georgia. He re- 
er until his 


i 
e 
mained a bachelor and took care of his fath 
father died. j ; 

At the age of 45 he married Millie Heston (my mother) 
the daughter of a Methodist minister and also the niece of 
Uncle Bill Adams, who was the founder of Adamsville. For 
16 years, he was the company doctor for T.C.I. in Blass- 
burg, Alabama. Later he was the company doctor for Alabama 
Power Company at Gorgas, Alabama. He was then company doc- 
tor at Natural Bridge. His last practice was for Bell Ellen 
Coal Company. After 50 years of practice in Alabama, he 
received free license. At the age of 80, Dr. Statum re- 
tired because of failing eyesight, although he was stiblca 
good doctor. He was visiting his oldest son in West Va. 
who was a Church of God minister (and who had also had the 
pleasure of baptizing our Dad) when he had a stroke and 
died at the age of 88. : E 

I’m sure my father helped to save many lives. He beli 
eved he was called of God to be a doctor just as two o 
his sons were called of God to be ministers of the gospe 
in the Church of God. I have seen my Dad get on his knee 
and pray for his patients. If he thought a person was dy 
Anis he would tell them to make everything right with Go 
and man before it was too late. He thought it was a si 
not to tell a person he was dying. 
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When I was a child, my Dad had a cancer to come on his 
face. He bought a ‘‘secret prescription’’ from the heirs 
of another doctor and tried it first on his own cance 
which was cured. He later took many cancers off gf oth 
Renps eS He was planning -to aoe his ‘ ‘secret prescriptio 
ue the A.M. A. Journal, but he died before he was abl 
Oo SO. b 
After my Dad’s death, my husband summed up his li 
work by saying, ‘‘He was a grand old man’’. 


STEWART BY: MRS. G. E. HANCOCK 


Thomas C, Stewart married Bessie Blackwood. Their 
children are:* “~~ 
__1. Nannie Lee who married G. £. Hancock. Their family 
history is in the Hancock family. 
2. Mildred who married Albert Little. 
3. Elizabeth who married Paul Cook. 
4. Tommy Sue who married William Foster from Texas. 
5. Richard Eugene who married a girl from Texas, Emma 
Jean Johnson. | 
Mildred’s children are Brenda and Andra, 
Elizabeth’s children are Paulette, Carolyn and Paul, Jr. 
Tommy Sue’s children are Patty, Billy and Janet. 
Richard’s son is Earnest. 


STIFF BY: F. A. STIFF 


Jim Stiff married a girl named Mary. Their children are 

Leonard, 2d ing i3. onan’ 4. am, 

1. Leonard married Beulah Nichols. Their children are: 
(1) Willie, (2) Lillian, (3) Violet, (4) Kenneth, (55) 
David, (6) Ferman, (7) Irene. 

(1) Willie married Clara Colvert. Their children are: 
Betty Nell who married William Early. They have one dau- 
ghter, Wanda and a son, Tyrone. 

4 (2) Lillian married Willie Duckworth. Their son is 
erome, ‘ 

(3) Violet married Frank Brock. They have two boys 
and one girl, (1) Carl Ray. 

(4) Kenneth passed away 1939. 

(5) David married Willie Gay Morgan. 

(6) Ferman married Edith Florine Sweat. They have a 
son, Russell and a daughter, Betty Joe, deceased. 


SULZBY BY: P. J. SULZBY, JR. 


P. J. Sulzby married Ester Turner. They lived at Knox- 
ville, Alabama about three miles west of the Black Warrior 
River, P. J. and Ester had seven children. Ester was mar- 
ried to Andrew Cox in St, Qlair County (Ashville). She. 
was teaching school for her brother, who was County Super- 
intendent of Education.- Ester had-one living child when 
she married my father. (She is now i years old), Winnie 
Duncan. Her husband was~a doctor in Pickens County.!Dr. 
‘Duncan and Winnie kad three boys, Wallace Thomas and one-- 
who was killed in an airplane accident. Thomas is pastor 
of Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church, Homewood. Wallace 
lives in New Jersey. ; ' : 

P. J. and Ester’s children are P.G. (Phillip Glenn), 
Julia, Nell, John, Joe and Mary Esther. ‘ 

P. J. married Ophelia Dockins. They have two children, 
Betty (Elizabeth'Faye) and Glenda Roy. Betty has many many 
honors. She .graduated from West Jefferson with honors. 
She instituted the Morning Watch there. She was awarded 
‘a Merit Scholarship. It gave her four years at Birmingham- 
/ Southern College. Later she was awarded a Woodrow Wilson 
Scholarship to Harvard University. Betty married Thomas 
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aval Training. Glenda Roy married Dennis Whitfield. They 
ave a seven month old og 4 Rickey (Richard Allen). 

The Sulzby family was known to have strict faith in 
the Lord. P. J. died and left seven children with no pro- 
perty and no income. Ester believed in education and 
wanted her children to be Rone NON : Through perer farTrtca 

€ p 
d 


guck r. They live _ in athens, Beorsts where he is taking 
h 


th efforts all seven went to col e, exce one, John, 
who went to business college, When he retired he was pre- 
Ssident of First National Bank of Guntersville. 

Julia never married. 

Nell married Benton Fatherll. They have no children. 
Her husband works for the government in the agriculture 
department. He represented the United States in Agricul- 


ture in South America this summer. : 
John married Edith Boling. They have one child Bernice. 
Joe is manager of Laine-Rexall Drug Store at Five Points 
West. He graduated at A & M College, 
cirast Esther married Frank Farlow. They h ave three 
children, 


SWEAT BY: MRS. FERMAN STIFF 


John Hillery Sweat married Myrtle Flynn. They lived at 
Helene, Alabama. Their children are: 1. Edith Florine, 2. 
Juanita, 3. Flynn. 

1. Edith Florine married Ferman A. Stiff. Russell Fer- 
man is their son. . 

2. Juanita married W. E. Weatherly. They have no child- 
ren. 

3. Flynn married Irene Mashburn. Their children are: 
(1) Harold, (2) Tommie, (3) Marshall. 


THOMAS BY: FAYE THOMAS SNOW 


Johnie W. Thomas married Annadel Piper. Their children 
are: 1. Johnie Faye, 2. Ruby Nell, 3. Rose Mary, 4. Patsy 
Ann, 5. Charles Robert, who died at the age of 2 years. 

4 1. Johnie Faye married Donald p- Snow. They have a girl 
egina. 

2. Ruby Nell married Donald Lee Stone. Their children 
are: (1) Terry Lynn and (2) Donna Faye. : 

_3. Rose Mary married James (Buddy) BE. Hicks. Their 
children are: (1) Cynthia Darlene, (2) Johnie Nannette, 
(3) Vivian Leigh,. (4) one died in .infancy.. 

4. Patsy Ann married Kenneth Hammonds. 


THOMAS BY: FAYE THOMAS SNOW 


Robert Clay Thomas married Fannie-Latham.-Their child- 
ren are: 1. Johnie, 2. Lillie Mae, 3. James R., 4. Annie 
Lucille, 5. Mattie, 6. William Wesley, 7. R. C., Jr., 8. 
Ottis, 9. Joe, 10. 2 or 3 died in infancy. : 

1. Johnie married Annadel Piper. I have given their 
family history. : 

9. Lillie Mae married Rance Ray. Their children are: 
(1) Frances, (2) George who died, (3) Pete (Robert Lee), 
(4) Jerrell Dean. 

3. James R. married Maud Turner. They have a son, Ron- 
nie Lewis. 

4. Annie Lucille married Dave House. They lost two 
children at childbirth and have two boys living. Ronald 
David and John Robert. d 

. Mattie married Sam Turner a brother to Maud. Their 
children are: (1) Jemes, (2) Larry, (3) Edward Lynn. They 
lost two as babies. i : é 

6. William Wesley married Betty Dutton. Their children 

are: (1) Beverly Gay and (2) William Wesley, Jr. 
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C. married Audrey Drawhorn. fue ir children are: 
rew (Butch).. 
8. Otis married Emily Miller. Their children are: (1) 
Ronnie, (2) Robert, (3) Marie. — ; 
9. Joe married Betty Mordecai. Their children are: (1) 
Terry, ahnadat2) Liss, . 


THOMPSON BY: GEORGE B. THOMPSON, II 


George B. Thompson, Sr. married Bessie Laird. Their 
children are: 1. George B., Jr., and 2. Peggy Ann. 

1. George B., Jr. married Charlotte Loepke. Their child- 
ren are: (1) Darlene who is in the 11th grade at Oak Grove 
High Sehool, (2; George B. III who goes to Oak Grove Jr. 
High School. : 

(3) Sharon Lee who goes to Alliance School. 
(4) Carroll Denman who also goes to Alliance. 

We live at Black Creek Camp in the huuse tuac was for- 

merly Rev. R. E. Butterley’s. 


TILLER BY: MARSHA BRADLEY 


Tiller married anny Holmes. Their children are: 

1. Martha Graham who married Edsel M. Rradley. Their 
family history is in the Bradley family. 

. Dan married Lura Vanderford. They have twins, Danny 
and Donny, and a daughter, Becky. 
; Hoty Mary married Ralph Ryan. Their boys are Danny and 
ohn. 

4. Ralph married a girl named Mary John. Their children 
are: (1) Mary Elizabeth, (2) Tracy, (3) Bruce. 

5. Lois married Jimmy Stuart. Their children are: (tt) 
Martha and (2) Jim. 

6. Elizabeth married Josenh Mays. They have a son Joe. 


TREADWELL 


Mack Treadwell married Mary Elizabeth Boglin. Their 
children are: 1. Inez, 2. Addie, 3. Nathaniel, 4. Harry, 
5. McArthur, 5. Valenna, 7. Deborah, 8. Mary, 9. Tommie. 

1. Inez is married and has a girl, Doris. ; 
2. Tommie married Bobby Nell Hanes. They have a girl, 
Denese born June 10, 1965. 

Tommie has been a great help to me as he knows how to 
do things well and is a lover of animals and bees. They 
brought their beautiful baby for me to see. 


TUECH 


Eugene Scay Tuech, Jr. a dental technician married 
Dolores Wood. They have two children: 1. Larry 25 liydas 
Both go to Ensley High School. Larry is in the 12th grade, 
Lynda is in the 11th grade. 

Eugene Scay Tuech, Sr. grandfather came from France, 
Henerett Josephine Tuech grandmother came from High Point, 
South Carolina. 


TURNER BY: MRS. GEORGE TURNER 


George Leroy Turner married Ollene Traywick. Their 
children are: 1. Jimmy, 2. Judy, 3. Jack, 4. Diane. 

1. Jimmy married Harrette Short. They have a four year 
old daughter, Sylvia. 

2. Judy married Norman Burgett. They have a son, Gregg. 

3. Jack married a girl named Glenda. 

4. Diane married a boy named Charles. 
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TURNER BY: HARRIS W. BARBER 


} Corneleus (Dutch) Turner married Doris Theherne. Their 
children are: 1. Willie, 2. Mable (dead), 3. Alice, 4. 

patents Dy ere epee 6. Charlotte Wilma, 7. Dorothy, 
St ag Fad Ti. ead). 

1. Willie married Letha Higgins. Their children are: 
(1) Violet, (2) Frank, {3) Lottie (4) Wilma. 

. Mable married Ottis Hays. Their children ares 1} 
Melba (dead), (2) Myra Ottis. 

4. Hubert married Louise Green. Their children are: 
(1) Hubert, Jr., and (2) Tommy. . 

5. Arthur married Elsie Simpson. Their children are: 
(1) Arthur, Jr., (2) John C., (3) Dottie Blanche.. 

_6. Charlotte married Harris Barber. Their family his- 
tory is found in the Barber family. : 

TV. wage tae married William Tracy. Their children are: 
(1) Bonnie who married Charles Click. Their children are: 
a. Tracy, b. Chuck, c. Terry Lynn. 

fa J. deceased. 

The Turners came from England to Ohio. Later they came 
to Alabama and worked in the mines. 


VINES BY: MRS. NETTIE KING VINES 


I_ went to see Nettie. She showed me stacks of crossword 
puzzles she had worked. She said that two or three years, 
ago the one word she missed in the cash word puzzle was 
that she used bake instead of cake. She is a very remark- 
able person. Her mind is as clear as a blue sky and she 
is 81 years old. She showed me some of the most beautiful 
quilt me dainty plea stitch and pieced with the colors 
gaat right, or that’s the way they looked to me. Her house 

urned on New Year’s morning three years ago and she has 

made all those quilt tops since then. They all have a 
place to go, it seems to every state in the union, to her 
Children and grandchildren. She even found time to make 
two for a neighbor. I don’t see how she does it. 

Nettie said that Hardy Hancock who lived near us when 
she was a girl had a boy, Claude who died and was buried 
at Village Falls. She said there were several children. 

Nettie married Jimmie (James E.) Vines. They had the 
following children: 1. ith, 23? Mildred, 3. Bland, 4. 
Ralph, 5. Clarence, 6. Talmadge, 7. Dale, 8. Paul and 9. 
Pauline, 10. Billy. 

Lula,. Nettie’s step-daughter, married Tom Cunningham 
and Lula’s brother Clarence died in World War I. 

1. Florence married Oren Johnston. They have 10 child- 
ren: (1) Carl, (2) Nettie Fay, (3) Norma Jean, (4) Allen, 

5) Jimmy, (6) Joan, (7) Diana who graduated at Hueytown 
igh School, 8 Ned and (9) Ted, twins, 10. Terry. 

2. Clanton is married to Colma McMicken. They have two 
children, Sylvia and Sandra. They have three grandchildren: 
(1) Kenny, (2) Donna Sue (3) Tommie, | 

. Sandra is married but has no children. j 

4. Earl married Hushel Elliot. They have no children. 

5. Phylis married Sam Ross. They have two sons, James 
Edward and Glen Aaron, , d 

- James married Sarah Henderson who lives in Wash. 
They have one son, James Patrick. J 

7. Charles married Helen Clark. They have two children 
Vicky Ann and David. They live in California. 

8. Aubrey unmarried. y 

9. Margaret married Carl Hogan. They have three children 
(1) Linda Kay, (2) Rodney, (3) Gregory. 


WAGGONER 


Thomas George Waggoner married Johnie Lee Colbert. Their 
children were Thomas, George, Jr., William Jim, Bessie 
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Lee, Mary Louise and Lula Mae. 

_Thomas George, Jr. married Mary Virginia Wise. Thei 
children are George Ray, Thomas, Alvan, V rents Ann, Mary, 
Catherine, Frances Marie, Patricia Sue, William Allen an 
Shirley Faye. . 

Thomas George works at Butler Manufacturing Company, 
Birmingham. The children go to West Jefferson High and 
Colley Schools, 


WALDROP BY: LULA AND MARY WALDROP SAUNDERS 


Wood Tr. ee married Caroline Smith. Their children are: 
1. Ollis who married Hattie Banks. Their son married 
bes spans Et, and their children are: Eugene, Edward and 
ichael. 
2. Frances who married Dock Rainey. 
Sam who married a girl who’s last name is Reeves. 
Mary never married, 
Julia never married. 
Margaret never married, 
John who married Alice Riley. Their children are: 
: Alpha who married Hay Hammonds, 


3 

t 

5. 

6 

ch 
( Samuel who married Mary Hammonds. Their children 


) 
) 
and e. 5 eee 


are: a. Floyd, b. Bonnie, c. Earl, d. Samuel, Jr. and 

(3) Caswell who married Bertie Franklin. Their child- 

ag hatha a. Myra Nell, b. Clarence, c. Carl; and; Cas- 
we hb 

4) Walter who married Rosa Knight. Their daughter 


) 
married Jimmy Hammonds. Their children are Linda 


5) Ira who married Artie Franklin. Their children 
: Wayn b. Johnny, c. Bobby, d. Eleanor, e. Berman, 
f. Harold, and g. Jenell. 

8. Jacob who first married Catherine Phillips and after 
her death married Nancy (Aunt Sis, my mother’s only sister) 
Hood. Their were four children by the first marriage. 

(1) Robert who never married. 
2) Nettie who never married. } 
(3) Marshall who married Mary E. Knight. Their child- 
ren are: a. Wannie, b. Newton, c. Ruth, d. Paul, e. Hazel, 
f. Woodrow, g. Nellie, h. J. D. Ray, i. Thomas who married 
Sarah Gamble, j. Gladys, kK. Myrtle, 1. Howard, m. Bertha. 
(4) Ida who married*Jim White. Their daughter mar- 
ried Lee Vines. ‘ 

There were four children from the second marriage (Aunt 
Sis Nancy Hood). i I 

(1) Austin who married Lena Crowder. Their children 
tht a. Horace, b.. Homer; (co Pautinesedtewande tenis ec, 
Harley. 

(2) Mary who married Pearl Saunders. My husband 
worked with both Pearl and his father. ‘ : 

(3) Grady who married Pearl Skelton. Their children 
are: a. Clifford, b. J,W., c. Evelyn and d. Lillie Mae. 

I do believe Grady and Pearl have more real artistic 
ability than any two people I’ve ever knowr. 

Lula, one of the sweetest cousins any one ever 
had. 


WALLS BY: HUGH McCDEVITT 


John Walls married Sophia O’Neal, Their:-children are: 

1. Josephine who is a Captain in the United States 
Army. She is a nurse, ‘ 

2. Ann who is head nurse for American Cast Iron Company, 
Birmingham, Alabama. ae 

3. Sophia works at Fairfield Steel Works. : 

4. Johnie lives in Detroit, Michigan. Johnie and Ann 
were born in Scotland. 

5. Agnes deceased. ana 


WALLS BY: MRS. WILFRED JONES AND MRS. JAMES B. NEWBERRY 


William Albert Walls married Amelia Janet Bell. Their 
children are: 

- Eugenia, born 1886, married James B. Newberry. Their 
children are: 

33 Ida Mae Tier. 
2) Alice who married Clint Bonner. Their are 2 girls. 

(3) Dorothy married Joe Hawkins. They have two boys, 
Mike and Joe. 

Jean married Kenneth Barr. They have two boys, 
Johnie and Darren, one girl, Marcie. 

{5) Pauline married Thomas Pinion. They have two boys, 
Albert and Tommy. 

(6) William Albert, Jr. married Marion Lybrand. They 
have a son, Billy Wayne who married Joyce Cherry. They 
have a son, Todd, 

(7) Ellen Arledge. 

2. Thomas Forest married Alice Burgess. Their children 
are: (1) Evelyn who married Keyser Stewart. Their daughter 
Patricia (Pat) married a boy by the name of Parham. They 
have three children. 

6 (2) Jeanette married Hubert Alexander. They have six 
oys. 

(3) W. A. married Lucille Burgess. They have five 
boys and one girl. 

(4). Lillie Mae married Jack Gordon. They have several 
children, one is Johnie, 

3. Minnie married John Meadows. They have a boy, Nelson 
who- married a girl named Josephine. They have several chi- 
ldren, one is Michael. 

4. Dan married Edna Rawls. 

5. Nellie Ida married Wilfred Jones. Their boy, Lester 
Erskine married Hazel Wilkins. Their children are: 2) 
pias. M5 (2) Lester, 63? Verlin, (4) Janice Nell. : 

Their son Ralph Edwards married Daphne Collier. Their 
children are: a. Harris Ray b. Billy Ralph, c. Edna 
Jeanette, d. James Edward, e. Wanda Kay, f. Margaret Darlene. 

Celestial Jones married James Yates. Their daughter 
Peggy Nell married Nelson Rason. Their children are: Mark, 
Tracy, Lorene, 

Pauline Jones married Delbert C. Neeley. Their daughter 
Sandra married Conrad Whitten. 

+ plata Drennen, born March 21, 1927, died January 21, 


J. W., Jr. born May 15, 1931, died January 3, 1945. 

_Morris Ray (Boots) married Sherrell Rhea Layman. Their 
children are Donna Lynne and Morris Bay... Jt. 

Curtis not married. 

Ruby Inez married Mason Smith. No children. 


WALTERS 


John Walters married Mae Nelms. Their children are: 
Charles, 2. Sam, 3. Mary, 4. Annie Joe. 

is Charles married Grace Stone. Their children are: (1) 
Charles Stone who was killed in an airplane accident at 
the time of his graduation from Castle Heights Military 
School, Nashville, Tenn. He was 18 years old. 

- Mary married Frank Smith. Their children are: (1) 
Mary Jo, (2) Thomas Franklin, Jr., (3) Betty Ann, (4) 
Mertha Ruth. . ' 

(1) Mary Jo married Robert Kennemore. Their children 
are: a. James Allen, b. John Robert, c. David Lee, d. 
Gail Lynn, e. Phillips Mack, f. Jeffery Neal, g. Paul 
Gregory. i 
a. James Allen married a girl named Sue. Their 
child is Lisa Ann. 
( Thomas Franklin, Jr. married Marilyn Johnston. 
Their children are: a. Richard Mark, b. Suzzie Ann,. Cc. 
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Thomas Franklin, III. 
f 3) Betty Ann married first James Mike Wright. Their 
child is Michael Glenn who married Becky Henry. They had a 
son, John Michael. 
.,,(4) Martha Ruth married Charles David Larkins. Their 
han hens are: a. Cheryl Sue, b. Mary Ann, c. Charles David, 


WASLEY BY: MRS. JOE WASLEY 


J. W. Wasley married Sara Thomas. Their children are: 
1. Will, 2. Clara, »3)°Janiepea; Cartian a Florence, 6. 
Johnny, 7. Joe, 

_, i. Will married Alice Stoves. Their children are: (1) 
Billy, (2) Jack, (3) Gene, 

2. Clara married W. M. Blomsley. Their children are: 

(1) George, (2) Warren, (3) Mildred, (4) Marie, (5) Kath- 
een, (6) Edith, (7) Earl, a twin sister who died at about 
three years of age. 

3. Janie married Jim (J.B.) Sloan. Their children are: 
(1) J.B., Jr., (James, (2) Pred ‘PF. (3) qwele Ruth, 

(1) J. B., Jr. married a girl named Gladys Sawyer. 
Their children are: a. rarer: b. Eddie, ci Charon: 

(2) Fred married a girl named Ann. j 

(3) Ruth married Miles D. Garrett, Jr. Their children 
are: a. Diane, b. Karen, : 

4. Carrie married L. B. Griffis. Their children are: 
(1) Joe, (2) Leonard Burns (Burnsey), (3) Dorothy (4) Paul 
Gaines. \ 

5. Florence married Dan Graham (D.H.). No children. 

6. Johnny married Lorraine Cash. Their children are: 
(1) Johnny, (2) Bob, (3) Jerry (Gerald, H.G.) who married 
a girl named Sarah. Their child is Jerry, Jr. who married 
Sara Thrower. 

7. Johnny is married. ; ' 

8. Joe married Margaret Gillespie. Their family history 
is in the Gillespie family. 

Joe’s grandmother was Liza Jane Cox. 

Joe’s grandfather was Josiah Wasley. They came from 
Plymouth, England. 


WATKINS BY: MRS. PHILIP AYCOCK 


Billy Watkins married Sula Jenkins. Their children are: 
1. Lula, 2. Jimmie, 3. Erwest; 47 Erdeaie 52 Baar. Gc. 
Lucille, deceased, 7. Ruby. : 
1. Ruby married George McLain. Their children are: 
(1) Grace, (2) dead,’ °(3)" 1 don’ t'recal?ethe nane, 
2. Jimmie married Julia Everett. Their children are: 
3) Carrie, (4) J..Ve, (€5)°Bryuan, (6) 


(1) Clara is dead. ; : ; 
(2) Lula married Howard Kiker. Their children are: 
a. Becky and b. Howard, Jr. 
J.V. is not married . 
(4) Bryan is married and lives in New Jersey. I do 
not know about his framily. é ; 
(5) Annie Mae married Lloyd Wilson. Their children 
are: a. Robin who died as a baby, b. Ann, k 
3. Ernest married Julia Galloway. Their children are: 
(1) Larence, (2) Sherman, (3) Ella who is dead, (4) Ludell, 
(5) Buford, (6) Ernestine, (7) Buddy, (8) Patsy Sue, (9) 
Ruby Olene, (10) burovny. PtP? ; s 
4. Redell married Adrain Gilpin. Their children are: (1) 
Dalton, sue) eee .te. ; 
(1) Dalton married Mamie Taylor. 
(2) Elsie married Walter Porter, One boy, Maxie. ; 
5. Emmit married Irene (sister of Philip). Their family 
history is found in the Aycock spall ys , ; ; 
. Ruby married Philip Aycock. Their family history is 
found in the Aycock family. er 


Ruby and Emmet married brother and sister. 

These are Ernest’s children. Larence Watkins married 
reveegsae ites. Their children are: (1) Roger, (2) Ronald, 
Sherman married Ruth Weemes. Their child : 
bag 3 Ask a tae hild LH, te 

mMarrie m Tucker, eir chi : 
(2) Patricia (Pat), (3) Dicke. Gdceuh REO ae 
Buddy) married Inez Smith. Their children are: (1) 
Judy, (2) Linda, (3) Steve, (4) Lesa. 
Ernestine married Olan Leonard. Their children are: 


Patsy Sue is married and has one child. 

Ruby Olene married Bud Homan. Janice and John are 
their children. , 

Dorothy is married to a Mr. Locke. They have 2 children. 


WEEKS BY: MRS. WALLACE PLANT 


Martin Luther Weeks, Baptist Minister and retired U.S. 
Postman, married Claudie Hinkle. Their children are: 1. 
Okla, 2. Octavia, 3. Julia, 4. 0’ Reba. 

1, Okla married Earl Walker. Their children are: (1) 
Patricia, (2) Martin, (3) Woodie. 

Patricia married Bob Finley. Their children are: 
a. Sharon and b. Barbara. 
(2) Martin married Barbara Ann Holliman. 
(3) Woodie is in service in Germany. 
. 2. Octavia married Harris Franklin. Their children are: 
(1) Larry Wayne, (2) James, (a) Connie, 
- Julia married Wallace Plant. Their family history 
will be fourd in the Plant family. 
4. O’ Reba is not married. 


WEIR 


Charles Weir, born in Lee County, Mississippi, married 
Margaret Lane Blackmon, born also in Lee County. Their 
son John Charles Weir was born in Lee County, Mississippi, 
August 13, 1868, married Edna Adella Milstead, born Dec. 
25, 1871 near Easterly, Texas in Robertson County. They 
were married in May 1889. 

1. George Stephen Weir was one of the sons born to this 
couple, born June 2, 1890 married Jessie Alcester Maddox, 
gers February 18, 1889. Both were born in Robertson County, 

exas. 

Their children are Ocie Lee Weir, born October is 2 iS, 
in Runnels County, Texas married Meredith Smith. Their 
family history will be found in the George Smith family. 

J.C. Weir, born September 8 or 9, 1919 married a girl 
named Betty. They have two daughters, Roxanne and Candy. 

2. Leslie Lee Weir, born January 1, 1893 in Robertson 
County, Texas. Still living. Never married, ; 

Zeal Weir, born September 5, 1895 in Robertson 
County, Texas married Annie-EKula Dickey who was born in 
Walker County, Texas on March 7, 1903. The wedding date 
was December 24, 191%. Their three children are Glendon 
Bernice, born December 8, 1923, in Robertson County, Texas 
married Nora Thomas of Huntsville, Walker County, Texas. 
They live in Houston, | 

Gladys Marie Weir born March 12, 1927 in Robertson 
County, Texas married Carl Stem of Robertson County, Texas. 
They live in Houston. ; 

Delton Burress Weir, born February 2, 1930 married 
Edith Marie Davis of Robertson County, Texas. They live 
in Houston, Texas. ; 

Zeal has six grandchildren: 1. Minnie Adella, born 
September 5, 1902 in Robertson County, Texas. She married 
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a son Gary. They live in Houston, Texas. 

Clyd Woodrow Johnson born December'11, 1922 in Robert- 
son County. He married Mary Hegler. They have a son Woody. 
They live in Austin, Texas. 

Prentice Murrah Johnson born July 11, 1923 in Robert- 
son County, Texas never married. Still batching. Lives in 
Pcaner Texas, 

lla married again to Paul McLeod. 

‘Gtces Darvel McLeod born September 19, 1933 in 
obertson County, Texas. He married Milly Harvey and has 
hree sons. They live in Texas City? Texas. 

Charles Gaylon McLeod born September et 183 (20 
obertson County, Texas. They have a son and daugh Deer, 
llie Fredonia Weir born December 5, 1904 in Robertson 
County, Texas. She married Tom Humphus. They have a son, 
Billy Ray Humphus, They “live “in “Waco verrTexasi pit eLye ney 
was born in McLennan County, Texas, March 31; 19.31, :He 
married Billie Jean Smith. 2 

Johnny Charles; Weir born April 11, 1909 in Robertson 
County, Texas. He is deceased, February 22, 1962, He mar- 
ried Katie Thames. No children. 

Alma Weir born December 7, 1910 in Robertson County, 
Texas married Felix Smith of Coleman County, Texas. They 
have .one daughter, Junie Faye born March 26, 1931 in 
Coleman County, Texas. Junie Faye married Danny Goode of 
Boston, Mass. He was killed in a car wreck near Waco. soon 
after they. were married. They live in Waco, Texas. 

Willie Mae Weir born in Robertson County, Texas Feb. 
17, 1913. She married J. B. Truett. They have oné son, 
Jimmy, They live in Kosse, Texas, 

Lynn Truett, born February 14, 1945 in Falls County, 

Texas. He married Carolyn Baker. They have a dau +e 

feb dag and a‘son, Jimmy Lynn, JreutThey live in ee 
exas. 


WENGER 
William Theodora Beavers married Rosa Bell Rhode. Their 
children ‘are: ‘Iz° Zélla;' 2. Iris; .325ted, iyo, sae 


1. Zella married ~houan Woodman. Their children are: 
(1) David, who is studying to be-a doctor at Univer- 
sity Medical School, Birmingham. 
(2) Wayne who teaches at Bessemer High School. He 
teaches math and is a coach. 
2. Iris married William Wooldridge. Eric is their son. 
3. Lucille married Harry Wenger. ynda Lucille is their 
daughter. 
4. Ted, Jr. married Doris Hand. They live in Talledega, 
Alabama where Ted teaches piano, organ, voice and chorus 
at Alabama School for the Blind. 


WEST BY: MRS, ROY WEST 


Calvin West married Roberta Kitchens, Their children 
are: -1." Robert,’ 2." Nelieé; > 3. 0ttie. 4 e°Cl vito. ssa aoec. 
6. Harvey, 7. Roy, 8. Lee. : 

Yr ‘Robert Pas neds Gertrude Taylor. Their children’ are; 
(1) Eugenia, Ceci. (3) Wayne, (4) Charles, (5) James, 
(6) Sarah, Th" uanita, Frances. 

(1) Eugenia is married. : : 

(2) Cecil married Delores Cook. Their children are 
Esther and Randall. 

(3) Wayne married a girl named Margaret. They have a 
son, (alc Al ip 

(4) Charles married a girl named Frances. 

(5) Yonea is married. 418 





e Johnson, born June 23, 1921 in Robert-— 
son coun tes He married a girl named Mary Alice. They have — 






(8) Sarah married pait Turner, Bill, Jr. is their boy. 
(7) Juanita married a boy named Tommie. Gloria is 
their daughter. : 

}) Frances is married and has a girl Lenoria. 
¢: Nelie married Ed Masters. Their children are: (1) 

Carl, (2) Clyde, (3) Ruth, (4) Mary Nell, (5) Mildred, 
(6) Dorothy, (7) Margaret, (8) Bernice, (9) Jean. 
(1) Carl married Catherine Newman. Their children 
% Karl, b. Joyce and others. 
. 3} Clyde married Lucille Stowe. 
: 3) Ruth married Roy Fowler. 
(4) Mary Nell married Alvis Hand. Jerry and Kenneth 
are their boys. . ’ 
Mildred married Otis Pinegar. Their children are: 
(1) ‘Sonny’ Ronnie, (2) Wanda ‘Bits’. 
(6) Dorothy married Billy Martin... I cannot recall 
their children’s names, 
Margaret married Bill Chastine. 
(8) Bernice married Henry Poole. Their children are: 
a. Billy and b. Betty. 
(9) Jean married Don Holt. I do not recall the child- 
ren’s names, 

3. Ottie married Ruby Clark. Their children are: (1) 
Helen, (2) Lois, (3) ‘‘Bud’’, (4) Charley, (5) Jo Ann. 
These children are all married except int dob hg fs They live 
in Texas and I do not know who they are married to. 


» 
4 
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4. Clifton married Kathleen Minyard. Their children are: 
(1) Clyde, (2) Bobby Sue, 1?) Prank, C4)*Berta Low, (5) 
Avis, (6) Joe, (7) Larry, (8) Helen and others. 

Bobby Sue married George McCarty. I do not know 
who the others married. 

5. Grace married Alex Sanford. Their children are: (1) 
Paul, (2) Ray, (3) Henry, (4) Hilton, (5) Eunice, (6) 


(1) Paul married Alma Barrentine. Their children are: 
a. Gean ‘‘Buddy’’ and b, Betty. ‘ 
(2) Ray married Olene Kilgore. Shirley and Linda are 
the children, 
(3) Henry married a girl named Virginia. They have 
several children. 
(4) Hilton married a girl named Edith. Patty is one 
of their children. There are several others. 
_ (5) Eunice married Eugene Painter. Jerry and Judy are 
their children. é 
(6) Bruce married a girl named Ruth. Their children 
are: a. Martha Gail ‘‘Sis’’ and b. Bobby. ; 
6. Harvey married Grace Hayney, Betty is their girl. 
7.. ROY married Celeste Lazenby. Their children are: (1) 
Muriel, (2) Vay, (3) Don, (4) Lynette, (5) J. C.. 
(1) Muriel married Robert Stewart, Jr. Their children 
are: a. Mary, b. Patricia (Pat), c. Susan (Sue). 
(2) Vay married Imogene Hendrix. Their children are: 
a. Donald (Don) and b. Pamelia (Pam). | ; 
(3) Don married Betty Gray. Their children are: a. 
Tin, “D.) Kay’ ’ ‘ 
(4) Lynette married Joe Hosmer, Jr. Their children 
are: a. Mark and b. Laura. ; 
(5) J.C. married Frances Mears. Stephen is their son. 
8. Lee married a girl named Thelma. Claudia is their 
daughter. 


WHITEHEAD BY: MRS, ED WHITEHEAD (BESS MORROW) 


I was born in Waynesboro, Tennessee. South Western part 
of the state. My father was Franklin Esso Morrow, born and 
reared in Waynesboro, Tennessee. My mother’s maiden name 
was Sarah Emma Shelton, born in Summerville, Alabama near 
Decatur. 

My brother David Jerome Morrow was born near Waynesboro, 
Tennessee (Shawnetll) he married Miss Era Gable, Iron City, 
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Tennessee, -They have four children, Thomas Jerome Morrow, 
thes Reve a den eee? eke ton he Joseph, ig he AA 
3 i oO, v . 

cane in ree oe i Alabama ; eet “v9 
_ Marjorie Gabe orrow married Wayland Roberson, Iron 
Fetes Tennessee. They have a little daughter, Cynthia 
Leigh, fourteen months old. They live near Iron City, 
ate Oye 4 as 

eorge Fran orrow married Miss Faye 
a hy be om ie? they live. Piya ce mr 

av arrol Morrow, youngest of the family is single. 
He is working in Huntsville, Alabama, ‘ 

My sister, Miss Willie Ruth Morrow, was born in Waynes- 
boro, Tennessee, married Grover C. Nichols of Adamsville, 
Alabama, Route 2, Williamsburg Community (deceased). Two 
infant daughters (deceased). 

I married James Edward Whitehead, Adamsville, Alabama, 
Route 2. I was born in Waynesboro, Tennessee, 

My grandfather on my daddy’s side was Martin Morrow, 
born and reared in Waynesboro, Tennessee fought in the 
Civil War, Confederate Army. Shot in the back, passed 
away when my daddy was nine years old. 

e first married a Miss Cypert, had six children. She 
passed away. He then married Miss Mary Rose Morrow, a first 
cousin. They had four son’s. My daddy was the third. 

The children of the first marriage were John Morrow. He 
married Miss Josephine Taylor. They had six children. 

Will Morrow married a Miss Rose. They had two daughters 
Bary Nelle and Rose Blanche. 

_ Neal Morrow is married and had several children. They 
live in Liberty, Tennessee. 

Guy Morrow married Miss Grace Cole. They had two sons, 
They were born in Waynesboro, Tennessee. Have lived there 
all their life. He has been elected to several county 
offices. ‘ 

Miss Hattie Morrow married Jim Lindsey, L’ burg, Tenn., 
They had four daughters and two sons. Bethel, Marie, Reba, 
Charlene, James and I’ve forgotten one son’s name. 

Bama Morrow married a Mr. Mitchell. They had children. 

Emma Laura Morrow married and had a daughter, Miss 
Flora Morrow married John Devers, near Clifton, Tennessee. 
They had several sons and daughters. She was nearing the 
century mark when she passed => Ly & 

A son Tom Morrow married and had children. 

A son, Ed Morrow married a Miss Butler of Cypress Inn, 
Tennessee. They had a son Martin Morrow and a daughter 
Miss Myrtle Morrow. , 

A daughter Miss Henrietta Morrow. She married a Mr. 
Hendrix. They had several children. : 

A daughter, Miss Della Morrow married Rev. Bill Strick- 
land. They had sons and daughters. Roscoe and Lyman and 
Paul and Merle and Edna. Rev. Bill Strickland was killed 
sh a street car in Nashville, Tennessee. He was presiding 
Elder of Methodist Church at time of death, buried in 
Nashville, Tennessee. Eight years later his body was taken 
back to Lawrenceburg, Tennessee for burial. 

Children by the second marriage are as follows: 

Robert L. Morrow married Miss Margaret Brewer, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ruel Brewer of Napier Furnace, Tennessee. 
They had several children, Mrs. Wilton Brewer, a retired 
school teacher of Nashville, Tennessee. She married Snow 
Brewer (not related). They had two daughters, Evelyn and 
Helen. Evelyn married Trester Nutt, a Mail Carrier. 1D 
Waynesboro, Tennessee. They have five children. 

Helen married a Mr. Johnson of Nashville, Tennessee, 
They had been married about two years when he passed away. 
She adopted her two little step sons. 2 

Millard Morrow married Miss Florence Rippy, daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Rippy, Collinwood, Tennessee. They had 
a son Howard Morrow who married and has children. 
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A daughter Mary merneoet Morrow married, has children. 
A daughter Miss Elizabeth Morrow married Roy Shelton, 
first cousin of mine on my mother’s side. They have two 


children. He made a career of the Navy, now retired,  liv- 
ane in California. 

4 Ernest Morrow of Waterloo, Alabama married Miss Chris- 
aged dae of Collinwood, Tennessee. They had three 
i *. 








Robert Morrow married, has children, 

Margaret Neal Morrow married, has one son, lives in 

Mobile, Alabama, 

Dorothy Morrow married a Mr. Long of Waynesboro, Tenn. 
has children. He married the second time to Miss Mere- 
They have four children: Marvin, Emma Nelle and Fred 
(twins) and Milton Mae, _ 

B Fred Morrow married Miss Pearl of Sweatman, Mississippi. 
They had a son James Louis. He is Post Master there now. 

3 Emma Grace Morrow married Marvin A. Bryan of St. Joseph, 
Tennessee. Cashier of American Bank there when she mar- 
ried him. He is overseer of all the banks of Tennessee now. 
They live in Nashville, Tennessee, 

She taught school for a number of years. Then was Post 
Mistress for about twenty years. 

- Ruby Nelle Morrow married Hollis Ours of Nashville, 
Tennessee. They lived in Anchorage, Alaska at time of his 
death. She is a librarian at the present time. 

Ollie Morrow died when she was six years old. 

My father’s second brother married Miss Mattie Morrow 
‘of Wayland Springs, Tennessee, a third cousin. They had 
several children. He was a mail carrier for forty years. 
The children are as follows: 

Clay died when a baby, 

Lightening killed Susie when she was seven. 

Forest Morrow married a girl from Savanah, Tennessee. 
They reared three of her twin sister’s children. They live 
in Batesville, Mississippi. : ; 

Austin Morrow (deceased) married Miss Violet Keller of 
Maryville, Tennessee. He was an agriculture Teacher for the 
State of Tennessee for a number of years. They had a son 
and two daughters. Gordon Morrow, a Pharmacist, Birmingham, 
Alabama. 

Barbara Morrow married and has two children. Lives in 
Florence, Alabama. : 

Sue Carolyn lives with her mother in Lawrenceburg, Tenn, 

Mack Morrow married Miss Bessie Pig near Waynesboro, 
Tennessee. They have two daughters, Lindy and Cindy. 

A daughter, Mattie Ione died‘with measels and pneu- 
monia when she was eight years old. A little son die at 
seven weeks. His name was Jerome ESCO. 

Roy Morrow married a girl from Lexington, Alabama. They 
have a son and a daughter. He teaches at Wayne County 
College, Waynesboro, Tennessee, bis 
Edward Morrow, had just finished college, joined the 
Air force in World War’ 2 when his plane went down in the 
Sea of Japan. A few years later they found his dog tag. 
Sent it with his bones back to Waynesboro for burial. He 
had a Military funeral. 

My father’s youngest brother, Charlie Carrol married 
Miss Minnie Thomason of Flat Woods, Tennessee. They had 
seven children. . 

Pearl died in infancy. . 

Marion married Elenor Downing of Collinwood, Tennessee. 
They had three children, Carvel, Minnie and Kathryn. 

Cecil Morrow married, has children. Lives in Maryland. 

Walter Morrow married Miss Lucille Martin, Waynesboro, 
Tennessee. They have one daughter. 

Nell Morrow married John Todd, Lancaster, Pa. They have 
a son and a daughter, Jack and Minnie Faye. 

Clovis Woodrow died when a baby. 
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_ Mabel Morrow died when she was three years old 
his wife passed away he later married Miss Molly Henson, 
of Butlers Creek near Collinwood, Tennessee, They had Si 
aisha iT Myrtle, Opel, Winford, Raymond, Kathleen and 
another. 

My father had an uncle on his father’s side, Neal 
nite pe was a merchant in \' Waynesboro for many years. 

e married Miss Emma Taylor. They had one son, Jim. He was 
President of Bank in Waynesboro at the time of his death. 

_ My great grandfather Morrow on my Grandmother Morrow’ s 
side was John Morrow born March 6, 1802. 

My great grandmother on my grandmother Morrow’s side 
was Elizabeth Morrow born ee Ate 4 
Mary Rose Morrow my grandmo 
1842;: 4A. D. ; 
Great Aunt’s Elizabeth M. Morrow, born Jan. 14, 1844 A.D. 
Emily W. Morrow born August 5, 1846, A.D. 
Martha Morrow born November 15, 1848, A. Ds 
Lydia W. Morrow born January 14, 1850, A.D. 
Gemima Morrow born September 22, 1852, A.D. 
William C. Morrow (great_uncle) born Feb. 10, 1853. 
Jessie Morrow (great uncle) born 1855. 
Nancy L. Morrow, born December 16, 1857. 
Sarah Morrow, born November 30, 1859. A.D. 
a 





8, : 
her was born August 22, 


My erf&ndfather on my mothers side was David Louis 
Shelton, born in Rome, Georgia, December 4, 1848. When a 
small boy his parents moved to North Carolina. A few years 
later the family moved to Alabama near Decatur. He had 
several brothers and sisters. I do not know their names 
except the youngest, her name was Betty, she never married, 

My grandfather was in the Civil War in the Northern 
Army. His horse was shot from under him, was hurt, but soon 
was back in service. He had quite a bit of Indian Blood. 
He passed away at the age of eighty-one, over six foot 
tall and stood very erect. 

My grandmother was Miss Martha Ellender Wright. She 
first married a Mr. Tipton. They had only been married 
four months when he took pneumonia and died. About seven 
or eight months later a little girl was born, Josephine. 
When she was about two years old my grandmother married 
my grandfather. To this union was born fourteen children. 
Ten lived to be grown. They are as follows: 

My mother’s half sister Josephine Tipton married a Mr. 
Avery of Waynesboro, Tenn. They had three children. Mattie 
married a Mr. Williams of Chicago, Ill. They had one son, 
At the time of her death she was very active in church work 
in the city of Chicago. ; ; : F 

Jess Avery, a son, married, lived in Florida for many 
years. Pearl married Mr. George Sewell of Sheffield, Ala. 
Had three children. t 

Elizabeth Jeanette Shelton married Mr. Henry Copeland, 
Waynesboro Tennessee. They had several children. Alta 
married Will Brewer of Waynesboro, Tennessee. They had 
seven children. They live at present time on a farm near 
Ethridge, Tennessee, ‘ 

Autie married tnyace Hill of Waynesboro, Tennessee, 
They adopted two children a boy and a girl. They are liv- 
ing on a farm near Ethridge, Tennessee, ‘ 

Alma married a Mr. Holt, had several children. She 
passed away a few years ago. } 

Lillie married a Mr. Holt, a brother to her sister’s 
husband. They had several children. They live in Parson’s, 
Tennessee. Have a son living in Birmingham, Alabama at 

resent time. 
3 Lawson married a girl from Canada, a school teacher. 
They have no children. They live in the State of Michigan, 

Jessie married Euel Mathes. She was a school teacher, 
Her husband was one of her pupils, eight years younger, 
She passed away a few years ago. 
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PB ist ait Ak Walter Alexander of Ethridge, Tennessee 
about twenty-five years her senior. He is deceased. She is 
teaching school at the present at Summertown, Tennessee. 

Howard died at “ of 20. While working in Michigan. 

Harold married Miss Eva Cole, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Cole of Loretto, Tennessee, hee have a son, David. 

Lawson married Miss Lucy Glass of L. A. They had two 
daughters, Ellender and Helen. 

Sarah Emma (my mother) married Franklin E. Morrow of 
Waynesboro, Tennessee (my father). My mother was born 
March 9, 1875, passed away April 7, 1959. ny mother was 
born at Summerville, Alabama. When a small child the family 
moved to Mississippi. They traveled in covered wagons’ and 
a buggy or two. They lived on a farm for a couple of years. 
My grandfather sold the farm and went to North Alabama. A 
baby girl was born while in Mississippi. With six children, 
they traveled again in the covered wagon’s and buggy. They 
lived in North Alabama for a year. Twin girl babies were 
born there. They lived only six weeks. A little girl, 
Izora died at the age of six years. 

When my mother was ten years old, the family moved. near 
Waynesboro, Tennessee. There ny grandfather bought another 
farm. The family would go to Waynesboro County Seat of 
Waynes County real often. It was in this small town she 
met my father. They married December 6, 1896. To this 
union was born three children. I was the third and last 
child. Which has already been explained. ; 

Margaret Ann married Mr. Ben Wayland of Wayland Springs, 
Tennessee. They had two daughters, Blanche and Lucille. He 
passed ae and later she married Van Wilson of Sheffield, 
Alabama. They had two sons,, Paul and Cecil. 

Blanche married Jack Pearce ot Birmingham, Alabama, 
They had a daughter, Peggy. The father died and Blanch 
married Jimmy Norris. He passed away. Blanche owns’ the 
Sanitary Market here in Birmingham, Alabama..She and her 
daughter live together here in Birmingham, Alabama. 

__ Lucille.married a Mr. Ed Hurst of Kentucky. She is liv-- 
ing in Detroit, Michigan. They have a daughter, Hazel and 
two_ grandsons,, ; ; 

_ Paul died when a young man. Cecil is married living in 
Michigan and has children. 

_ Myrtle Mae Shelton married Mr. Henry Spencer of Iron 
City, Tennessee. To this union was born seven children, 
He passed away several crete ago. Was twenty-one years 
her senior. She lives with a daughter in Florence, Alabama. 
All the children are living. They are as follows, 

Willie married Miss Minnie Dotson of Iron City, Tenn., 
Route 1. They have a son and a daughter, Glenn and Cleo. 
The son is Single. Cleo married and has three or four 
children. 

Maye Spencer married Jasper Cross of St. Joseph, Tenn. 
He worked for the -Reynolds Metals Company for many years. 
They have four children. 

Marguerite married a Mr. Streteman of Alabama. They have 
a daughter, Patsy, sixteen years old. 

Donald Cross married Miss Herd of Florence, Alabama. 

Dean Cross and Neal Cross are single. : 

Helen Spencer married Ellis Judkins of Iron City, Tenn, 
She had a son by a former marriage, Richard Looney. He is 
married and has a son, ; 

Louis Spencer married a girl from St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Blanche Spencer married Ethridge Dickerson of St. 
Joseph, Tenn. They have three sons. They now live in Ga, 
near Atlanta. ; . 

Juanita Spencer married Noah Lee Hill, Jr. of Green 
Hill, Ala. He works for the Reynolds Metals Company in 
Alabama. They have a son, Van Juan, who is in College now 
the University of Tenn. A little daughter six years old. 
They live in Loretto, Tennessee. 
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Hollan Spencer married Miss Irene Crahines of Florence, | 
Alabama. They have a son, Gary, about thirteen years old. 

Hollan works for IRevnolds; Metals Company and irene 
works at the courthouse in Florence. ; 

James David Shelton married Miss Ethel Lay of Collin- 
wood, Tenn. They have a son, Roy Lawson. He married Eliza- 
beth Morrow, a second cousin of mine on my tather’s side. 
They have two children. He made a career of the Navy. Now 
retired living in California. 

_ George Elias Shelton, Presbyterian Minister, married 
Miss Sue Danley of Iron City, Tenn.,daughter of Dr. and 
Be Noah Danley. They have four children. They are as 

ollows: 

Bonnie Elaine married Joe Baxter of Lawrenceburg, Tenn. 
They have a son, Joe, Jr. 

Walter Danley Shelton married Lillie Mae Lawler of Phil 
Campbell, Alabama. They have a son and a daughter, Kenneth 
and Kathy. Walter was in the Navy in World war 2. His ship 
was torpedoed. He was not injured. Has worked for a number 
of years for the TVA. They live in St. Joseph, Tennessee. 

Hauserd Shelton married a girl named Joyce. He is a mail 
carrier and lives in Green Hill, Alabama. 

Helen Jeanette Shelton married A. C, Freeze of Green 
Hill, Alabama. He works in Hill Grocery Store, Lawrenceburg, 
Tennessee. They have a son eight years old, James Gordon. 
they live in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee. 1 

_ My grandfather and grandmother had another set of twins, 
girls, passed away when a few weeks old. 

_ Mattie Caroline Shelton married Floyd Goolsby of Iron 
City, Tennessee. They have several children. , 

Beaumont married and they have children. Buford married 
Miss Moore of St. Joseph, Tennessee. They have several 
children. 

Dexter married and they have children. 

Lou Ella married and has children. 

Thomas married and has children. 

Doris is single, living in Indiana. ; 

Sam married and works and lives in the State of Indiana. 

John Henry Shelton married Miss Laura Jones of Collin- 
wood, Tennessee. They had several children. 

Ernest (deceased) married a Miss Ruby and had several 
children. He died on his job in Detroit, wich teen 

Hazel married a Mr. Williams Of Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee, 
They have several children. ‘ F ‘ 

Herbert Shelton married a girl from Detroit, Michigan 
and they have children. : 

John Parker Shelton married, lives in Detroit, Mich. 

Rachel Shelton married William Chappel of Mt. Pleasant, 
Tennessee, They have children. 

Uncle John’s first wife ad pets away several years ago. 
He later married Miss Beulah Barnett of St. Joseph, Tenn. 
They had one son, George Edward, married, has a child or 
two, lives somewhere in Florida. 

My uncle passed away last January in Detroit, Michigan. 

My grandmother was seven years old when the Civil war 
ended. She remembered the enemy came to their home, took 
everything they had to eat. Took one of her brothers away 
with them. They found his body several days later beside a 
log, the buzzards had pecked his eyes out and riddled his 
body. 
She also had a brother, Bud Wright, lived near Decatur, 
Alabama, was a Missionary Baptist Minister. ; 

My mother had a great uncle, Louis Shelton, died at the 
age of one hundred fourteen years old. My mother saw him 
when he was one hundred four years old... 

BY: Bess Morrow Whitehead 


September 9, 1965. a 
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WHITFIELD 


Jim Whitfield married Zilla Brasher. Their children are: 

1, Dulcie who married Theo Alleny Their children are: 
(1) Phil, Jr., (2) Betty Jean, (3) Jones. 

2. Milas deceased, 

3. Mervil who married Max Hathway. 

4. Okley who married Vera Weldon. They have three éons. 

5. Arnold who married Lillie Mae Cook. Their chiidren 
are: (1) Peggy and (2) Rena. 

.,§. Guy who is a Baptist preacher and was pastor of 
Williamsburg Church for many years married Floy Smith. 
Their children are: 

.(1) J.D. married Zelma Hoderty. Their children are: 
a. Mike and b. Gregory. 

: (2) Shirley who married Dr. William strickland. They 

live in Gradendale, Alabama. 
(3) John Wayne. 


WHATLEY BY: CLAUDE WHATLEY 


William A. Whatley married the first time Addie Harmon 
(sister to Charles E. Harmon) a member of the Bard of Com- 
mission for 16 years), ; 

There were seven children by the first marriage. ; 

1. Claude who married first Myrtie Nichols, second Annie 
Bagley Nichols. | 

2. Almond, died young. 

3. Elbert died at six years of age. 

4. Roscoe fell off the bed and fractured his skull, but 
lived a year. : : . : ; 

5. Ruth who married Windom Lewis. Their children are: 

- (1) Mary who married Franklin Jerome. Their children 
ane. ancCivyae, bs. Bob “and. ¢.) Sylvia. j 
(2) Mildred married Thad Gilbert. Louis is their boy. 
(3) Dorothy died at seventeen. ; 
(4) Windom, Jr. married a girl named Carol. Their, 
children are: a. Mike, b. Jenette and c. one other. 
(5) Jackie married a girl named Barbara, : 

There were five children by the second marriage Co, 
Regene Boyd. 

1. William who was killed at the age of 22 on a motor- 
cycle. 

2. Margie who married Aazor yb ae be They have one 
daughter Ann. Margie teaches school at Hueytown. Ann mar- 
ried Dayton Logan. They have three children. ; 

3. Vera married M, Harvey Brice. Their children are: 
(1) Jerry and (2) Harvey, Jr. who is a football player at 
Pleasant Grove. : 

4. Frances who married Harry Lindbergh. Their home is in 
New York. Their daughter Sue married a Mr. Smith who is 
postmaster at Fairfield. 

5. Raymond was killed in World War II. He was a gunner 
on a battleship. 


WHITE BY: JOE SALTER 


Sarah Vines married William McMickens. One of their 
daughters, Bessie married Manley White, a preacher and 
School teacher, Their children are: 1. Billy, 2. Mary, 3. 
il erent Mabel, 5. Norman, 6. Evelyn, 7. Emma, 8. Mildred 
and 9. Lois. 


WILLIAMS BY: MRS. A. I. WHORTOH OF LEEDS 


Calvin Williams married Malinda Eubanks of Elyton. They 
had four children who lived: 1. Margaret, 2. John &E.. = 
Julia Ann, 4. John McWilliams, and 5. Mary Jane. 
Mary Jane married William Walter Whorton and they had 
Florence, Minnie (Malinda), William Walter, Jr., who became 
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a doctor, Daisy, Lillian, Gus Issac. — E 

Margout Rar 160s BO Shaes j 4 

ohn fg. marrie ucy Rutledge. The - 
Monnie, Sitia, rie af Robert... Bidet eer evades ge 

el marrie arley Martin, They had no children. 

Mattie married Dr. Miller. They had one son, Jack. . 

Monnie never married, 

Julia never married,. 

John never married, 

Robert has two children, Robert and Catherine. 

Florence married Dr. Montgomery Hinds who lives at Araba 
EEL rte They had four children: Paul, Harriett, Marie and 

Paul married Margaret Young of a 
eniie. ete ws ied ay t + N 5 vitre PRL ca aN 

arrie marrie Tate o ashv ey essee 
is the President of a Railroad. They had two TEataren arty 
William and Mary. 

Marie married Vandervort. They had two children, Mary 
Julian and another. 

Kathleen is married. 

Minnie married:Paul Allison. They had three children: 
Paul, Mary Lou and Margaret. 

Paul is married, 

Mary Lou married a Mr. Nelson. They had one child, 


Margant Jean. ; 
argant married Paul Brown. They had one daughter, 


Allison Brown. 

Dr. Will W. Whorton married Hattie Hayes. They had four 
children: W. W. III, Helen, Mary Caroline and Lorine. 

W. W. III is married. 

Lillian married John McNutt.- 

Augustus Issac married Mercell DeShazo. They had six 
children: Augustus D., Frank, Johnson, who lost his life 
in Anzio Beach in World War {I on February 23, 1944. His 
body was brought back five years later and is now buried 


at Crumbly Chapel. . ; 
Mary Sue married Travis Donough, they have two 


children, vames and Judy. James married Janice Bass. They 
have two children, Bert and Leslie. Julia married Robert 
Coats. They have two children, Robert, III and Susan. 

Betty married David Ingram who lost his life in a T.C.I. 
Plant explosion. He was general supervisor of the Fairfield 
Works, They have one child, Lynda. 

William Alfred who is the youngest, works at Hayes Air- 


craft: 

Gusdene married Mary Agnes Crocker. They have five child- 
ren: Nancy who married Wayne Washburn. They have two child- 
ren, Donald and Carla. 

ary Dean, Elizabeth, Frank and Catherine. They live at 
Dadeville, the county seat of Coosa County. 


CARL WILLIAMS BY: DIMPLES WILLIAMS 


Carl Williams married Ida Lou Hill. They have six child- 
ren: 1. Lillie Faye who married Jimmie Griffith. toes live 
in Atlanta, Georgia, 2. Herbert, 3. Lester, 4. Martha, 5 
Margie, 6. Nathaniel (Man). Carl was a coal miner. Ida Lou 
came from Winston County. Carl came from Edgewater. They 
lived in Porter several years. They built their home in 
Williamsburg. ; 

Herbert works for the Associated Groceries. Lester is in 
the National Guard. The other children are in school. Ida 
Lou was fourteen and Carl twenty-five when they married. 


WILLIAMS BY: DIMPLES WILLIAMS 
Joe Williams married Susie Higginbotham. They have. 


fourteen children. Two were born dead. be Lester, 
2. Max, 3. Horace Lee, wah tt hike 5. Bernie, 6. Joe James, 


7. James and a twin who died - Billie Jean, 9. Don, 10. 
Ralph, 11. Harry, 12, Jimmie Mae, 13. Jesse, 14. ‘Samuel. 
Jess married Miss Dimples Lopez who was born in Dalton, 

Georgia, There are three boys: 1. Jerry, 2. Lee, 3. Charles 
Jerry married Sandra Gordon, They have two children Marsha 
and Kemberly (girls). They live in Belgrade, Florida. Jess 
has been in the Navy seventeen years and has three years 
and twenty-two days before he will retire on a Navy pension. 
He is now stationed at Mayport, Florida. He has been around 
the world twice and stayed at the South Pole fourteen 
months, All that time the boys and I stayed in Norfolk, 
Virginia which was very lonely for us. He has been to the 
-Mgditerrean a dozen times.. He was in the Cuban crisis two 

years and was gone three months, 1962. He has been to the 
-North Pole twice. He is now stationed aboard the U.S.S. 

Yellowstone (a tender). We started building our log house 
in 1958. We plan to make our home here when he finishes up 
with Uncle Sam. 


WILSON BY: MRS. MELVIN COLLIER 


Arthur Edmond Wilson married Laura Rouse. They have two 
children: Chester and Vera. 

1. Chester married a girl named Sarah. No children. 

2. Vera married Melvin Collier. They have a daughter, 
Joan who is married to Wayne Skelton. 


WINFIELD BY: MRS. HAYDEN WINFIELD, JR. 


Hayden Winfield married Nell Henderson. Their children 
are: 1. Thomas Jackson, 2. Patricia, 3. Hayden, Jr. 

1. Thomas is not married, ‘ 

2. Patricia married a Mr. Young. Their child is Phyllys. 

3. Hayden, Jr. married Judy McGrath. No children. 


HERE ARE THE ONES WHO LOST THEIR LIVES IN WAR 


Jobe Hicks, World War I 

Frank Whorton, World War II 

Riley Brown, World War II 

Reed Lane Youngblood, World War II 
Jack ‘end tape World War II 

Kenneth Oliver, Korean War 

Billy Williams, Viet Nam 

Clint Stephens, World War II 


WINSTON 


Ike N. yioston originally from ee he married Annie 
Lou Lamberson. Their children are: }. e, Jr., 2.. Jerome, 
3. John Leonard. ; ; ; ; ; 
1. Ike, Jr. married Doris Foster. Terry Denise is their 
daughter. f 
- Jerome married Jude Henshaw, They have a boy, Alex. 
3. John Leonard married Enid Podme. Their children are 
Jan and Marie. 


WOODRUFF 


George Woodruff married Mary Ann Morrow. They had nine 
children, five died before reaching man and womanhood. The 
ones who are living are: Alton, Frank, Woodrow and Pearle. 

Alton married Hazel Cain. They have no children. — 

Frank married Opal Cooper. They have seven children: 
Sandra who married James D. Price. Tommie, Mary Lou, Rodney, 
Michael, Teresa and Homar. - : 

Woodrow married Elsie Harris and has two girls: Mary 
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Ann and Carolyn. He married Maxine Hamilton 
time. They have five children: Buddy, Benbo, Wo 
Michael and Melvin. wv :Fiv ark wee be 

Pearle married Dewy Hancock. They have one daughter, 
Mary Frances. rset 
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YOUNGBLOOD BY: MRS. STANLEY YOUNGBLOOD 


Hancel Mens gpa married Sallie Allen. Their children ? 
are: 1. Hancel, Jr. who married Helen O’ Commer. Their — 
ae are: (1) Steve, (2) Amy, (3) Chick, (4) Mamia, 

on, 

(2) Amy married Ronald Barnett. Ronya is their child. 

(3) Chick married Carolyn Douglas. Loreia and Becky 
are their children. 

_,, (4) Mamia married Roland Barnett. They have several 
children, 


YOUNGBLOOD 


William Simeon Youngblood married Annie Ellen Walker. He 
was killed in Crocker Mountain Coal Mine near Brookside, 
Alabama. They have (1) Reed, (2) Stanley, (3) Inez... A 
‘ i: Reed is in the Collier family history as he married 

erda,. 

2. Stanley is in the Collier also as he married Quillie. 

3. Inez married Reece Drew. Nann as we all affectionately 
called Annie Ellen later married M. C. Nichols.’ Their 
children are in the Nichols family history. 


THE FAMILIES LISTED BELOW AT ONE TIME LIVED IN OUR COMMUNITY & 
BUT NO INFORMATION IS NOW AVAILABLE. 


CAHOON 
Mr. and Mrs. Will Cahoon and children, Josephine and more. 
DUNL AP 
NE yh de Mrs. Dunlap and children: Annie, Lucille, 
GARNER 


Mr. and Mrs. Garner and children: Bennie, Jettie, Walter, 
Minnie, Etta. 


HAMRICK 
Mr. and Mrs, Gaither Hamrick and daughter, Lillian. 
HUDDLESTON 


Mr. and Mrs. Huddleston and their children, Enoch, Vera 
who married a Mr, Fuller and Thelma. 


KELLY 
John Kelly married a Miss Montgomery. Their children 


were Charley, Gertrude, Lillian who married Arthur Lewis, 
Mrs. Kelly’s brother, Al, also lived with them. 


STEPHENSON 


Mr. and Mrs, Stephenson and children Mae, Fred, Annie, 
Esther, Florence, 
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Mr andMrs. Logan Snead 
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Jo Ann Marquis, 
Eddie Joe Creel, 


Queen, 
King. 


“1 THINK IL KNOW...” “1 KNOW, TEACHER, | KNOW” 
, Carol Morgan pauses to reflect «+. Wayne Higgins knows answer 


NO SCHOOL WITHOUT DOGS? 
e «+ Margie Jo Evans shares lunch 








Nancy Whorton, Queen, Basie ---, King| 
Priscilla Eddings and Mary Eady, flower 
girls, Mary Dean Whorton and Elizabeth 


Whorton, train bearers, 
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LUCKY FELLOW LEAVES STUDIES TO FIRE HEATER 


. .. Others go on with their lessons undisturbed 
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SPELLING MATCHES COME AROUND REGULARLY AS CLOCKWORK 
. ++ Mrs. Bertha Hiil can’t stump Champion Nell Aycock 


J 





Tommy Oliver, Queen 
Mark Busby, King 





AFTER LUNCH COMES A NAP ON THE DESK FOR TYKES 
. » » First-graders George Smith and Dewey Hicks give in to the 
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S OUT EACH MORNING 


“OUR FATHER, . .” CHIME 
«.. Déily devotions inyariebly include John 3:16 
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INFORMALITY IS KEYNOTE FOR LUNCH AT TEACHER’S DESK! 
. +» Primary youngsters cluster arourfd Mrs. Bertha Smith. school pr 


he 


incipa 


"sdapea| pue ssaieag 
‘swig wei, {IM pue sapuexaly 
[1e5 *(szued dn Buipjoy) zyoosey 


LL!4d 91}7O0!4}eq Y 


be |4 


*$}e209 J4Eaqoy - 








.»- AND A STOLEN DAYDREAM 


Sandman as Hozel Sanders yields to a sixth-grade daydream 


News Picture Story 
By Barbara Beene and Lewis Arnold 





Royalty at Porter School. 
Judy Hill, Queen, Jimmy 
Lee Kennedy, King. Sylvia 
Haun and Harold Rogers, 
attendants. Ollie Bunn and 
Ellis Hill, addendants 
Ellis Hill, attendants. 
Sylvia Coliier and Nancy 
Whorton, flower girls. 
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Graduation, 6th Grade. Left to 
right. Hazel Sanders, Jimmy Lou 
Drawhorn, Rosemary Thomas, Boy 
Taeheet OLsy Sims, <777 Smith. 





Bertha Smith, Principal 
Bertna Hill Teacher 
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Fun in the snow. Porter School 
children. Judy Hill (by snowman), 
Jimmy Ellis, Bobby Ellis, Bobby 
Crowe, Jimmy Lee Kennedy, Malcom 
Wilson, Ellis Hill, Big Ellis Boy, 





6th Grade 
Front row, Mable Robinson, ??? 
Billy Weir, Peggy Higgins. 
Back row, Charley Sanders, Ruby 


Neli Thomas, Carolyn Bass, 
Linda Cooper. 
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Traditional May Pole Dance 





A favorite pet of the Porter Scho’. 
"Red" - dog of Mrs. Bertha Smith, — 
principal) held by Judy Hill. 





A glimpse of May Day at 
Porter School. 





Bobby Crowe, Porter 


School, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Crowe. 
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Picnic and "All Day Singing" 
with dinner at Porter School. 
Nothing like a new tub full 

of lemonade around the tub 

are, Jackie Mullens, Mrs. 
Bertha Hill, Mr. B. P. Edding, 
Mrs. Johnny Thomas in the back- 
ground, 





Left hand side of picric table. 





Right hand side of picnic 
tablesenr. 2 Pipers (Mr. “Tate, 
Mrs. Walter Self. 
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George J. Smith with his dogs. 





Stop! Where you are! Smith's 





Uncle Abb and Uncle Bill Nichols. 
Half brothers of Dad, Rob Nichols 





Joda Goolsby Nichols, 
second wife of Uncle 
Rob Nichols. 





Scene near Fish Trap on Warrior 
River. Dexter and Robert Nichols 
in canoe. 





"Secluded Rest" 
Grover C. Nichols and niece 
Peggy Sue Higgins. Now Mrs. 
J. T. Haywood. 





"Serious Moments" 
Margaret N. Boner, George J. Smith, 
and Alice N. Higgins. 





Aunt Alice Nichols, mother of 
Uncle Rob Nichols! children. 





Mrs. Lucy Smith, mother of George 
J. Smith, holding grand-daughter, 
Meredith Smith Weir. 
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and Mrs. S. L. Nabors, 
and daughter-in-law of 
woman in the story of 
bear. 
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Idella Nichols Crossley graduate 


of Old Hillman Hospital, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 





"The Roving Pony Photographer 
came to town." Peggy Sue Higgins 
Haywood. 





River Scene 


Jean Joy Smith Coats and 
son, Robert. 





"COURTSHIP TIME" 
Foster Lawrence, Lelia Cooley, 
Grace Click, Preston Cooley, 





A Sunday afternoon canoe ride. 





"Hog Killing Time" 
Walter Heifner and Ervin Criddle, 
son-in-] aw. 








Little Fella Gaines. 





Mrs. Herbert Gaines and 
Little Fel a. 





The baptism of Daniel Oscar 
Hollis, into the Missionary 
Baptist Church of Bethel, Rt. 
2, Dora, Ala. 1955. Baptism 
performed by Rev. Martin, D. 
Hollis. The baptism was in Mill 
Creek. 





"Yow girls, that's exactly the 


way | heard it." 


Reed Youngblood. 
World War One Veteran 
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Roby Black's 


and Mrs. 


Rev. 


Darrell, Kathy, 


children, 
Shirley, 


Roby. 
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Ed and Leola Wright. My dear friends. 
They were married in Porter, 1943. 
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